
















DOE/EH-0481 interview with John R. Totter, Ph.D.
Septem ber 1995 Setting: January 23,1995; Oak Ridge, T ennessee

Interviewers: Darrell Fisher and David Harrell 
(DOE Office of Human Radiation Experiments)

ORAL fflSTORY OF BIOCHEMIST 
JOHN RANDOLPH TOTTER, Ph.D.

Dr. John Randolph Totter was interviewed on January 23, 1995, by David Harrell 
o f COMPA Industries and Dr. Darrell Fisher, a health physicist from the Pacific 
Northwest Laboratory, on behalf o f the Department o f Energy Office o f Human 
Radiation Experiments. Dr. Totter was selected for the oral history project because 
o f his career with the Atomic Energy Commission Division o f Biology and Medicine 
(DBA^, particularly as its director from 1967 to 1972.

Short Biography
John Randolph Totter was married with
three children. He received his A £ . in 1934 and his A.M, in 1935, bodi from the University 
o f Wyoming. In 1938, he received his Ph.D. in Biochemistry from the University of Iowa. 
From 1938 to 1939, he was an instructor at the University of West Virginia. He joined the 
faculty of the University of Arkansas School of Medicine in 1939, as an instructor. Dr. Totter 
remained there until 1952 after serving as an associate professor. He then joined Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory (ORNL), where he served as a biochemist until 1956.

Dr. Totter worked as a biochemist for the Atomic Energy Commission (AEG) from 1956 to 
1958. From 1958 until 1960, he worked with the Rockefeller Foundation at the University of 
the Republic o f Uruguay, in Montevideo. Upon retuming to the United States, Dr. Totter took 
a position as a professor o f Chemistry and Chairman of the Division of Biological Science at 
the University of Georgia from 1960 to 1962.

He rejoined the ABC Division o f Biology and Medicine (DBM) in 1963 as an Assistant 
Director. In 1967, he was named Director of the DBM, a post he held until 1972. From 1972 
to 1974, he was the Associate Director of Biomedical and Enviroiunental Science at Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory. He worked as a biochemist at ORNL from 1974 to 1978 and as 
a scientist at Oak Ridge Associated Universities (ORAU) from 1978 to the present. Dr. 
Totter has published on radiation effects, amino acid and formate metabolism, and cancer 
epidemiology.

Early Teaching and Basic Research in Biochemistry (1935-50)
HARRELL: [We are interviewing] John Totter, on January 23,1995, in Oak Ridge,

[Teimessee].' Dr. Totter, can we start with your Ph.D. work?

TOTTER: Okay. I was in Biochemistry at the University of Iowa, after getting a
bachelor’s and master’s degree at the University of Wyoming in Chem­
istry. And at Iowa, I was in Biochemistry and worked under Clarence P. 
Berg, who was a student of William C. Rose from Illinois. And I worked

‘ During World War II, the Manhattan Project had built a vast complex of highly classified facilities in and 
near Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to process uranium for use in atomic bombs. The Atomic Eneigy Commission 
assumed control o f these facilities upon its creation and, today, they belong to the Department of Energy.




































































































