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2. Accomplishments
The major goal of the project is to develop 2 anaerobic digesters on family farms in rural Vermont.  We have accomplished half of that goal, with 1 digester operating on the Gebbie Maplehurst Farm in Greensboro, Vermont.  The 2nd digester is planned as a student demonstration unit at Vermont Technical College in Randolph Center, Vermont.  That half of the project has not commenced.  We will limit our discussion to the Gebbie Maplehurst Farm project.

A 150MW generator is installed on the farm and is producing electricity which is being sold as part of the Standard Offer Program within the State of Vermont.  The induction generator is the first of its kind manufactured by Martin Machinery of Latham, Missouri.  The project is currently generating approximately 15% - 20% of the capacity as shown in appendix I.  However, it is anticipated that details will quickly be worked out to increase that capacity factor.

The resulting completed digester and generator provides another distributed renewable generation facility in Vermont.  The unit is recognized statewide with its inclusion in CVPS (GMP) Cow Power Program for the sale of renewable attributes.  We are pleased with the success of this project.  The project is good for the environment in many ways.  Methane from the cow manure is being captured and utilized to produce the renewable energy.  It is no longer being released into the atmosphere.  Therefore, the project is providing a very small, but nonetheless, contribution to reducing ozone depleting emissions.

In summary, the project is another example, within the State of Vermont, where a family sized farm has been able to utilize emerging technology to provide a new revenue generating resource, a new energy generating resource, as well as provide benefits to the environment.  It is the first example in Vermont of a farm of this small size utilizing this technology.  It will become a demonstration unit for other farms in the future.




