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This project successfully completed its goal of surveying and reporting on the DNA
patenting and licensing policies at 30 major U.S. academic institutions. The report of
survey results was published in the January 2006 issue of Nature Biotechnology under the
title “The Licensing of DNA Patents by US Academic Institutions: An Empirical
Survey.” Lori Pressman was the lead author on this feature article. A PDF reprint of the
article will be submitted with this report.

The project team has continued to update the DNA Patent Database on a weekly basis
since the conclusion of the project. The database can be accessed at
dnapatents.georgetown.edu. This database provides a valuable research tool for
academic researchers, policymakers, and citizens.

A report entitled Reaping the Benefits of Genomic and Proteomic Research: Intellectual
Property Rights, Innovation, and Public Health was published in 2006 by the Committee
on Intellectual Property Rights in Genomic and Protein Research and Innovation, Board
on Science, Technology, and Economic Policy at the National Academies. The report
was edited by Stephen A. Merrill and Anne-Marie Mazza. This report employed and
then adapted the methodology developed by our research project and quoted our findings
at several points. (The full report can be viewed online at the following URL.:
http://www.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=11487&page=R1).

My colleagues and | are grateful for the research support of the ELSI program at the U.S.
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