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DISCLAIMER

This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored
by an agency of the United States Government. Neither the
United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor any
of their employees, make any warranty, express or implied,
or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the
accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information,
apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that
its use would not infringe privately owned rights. Reference
herein to any specific commercial product, process, or
service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or
otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply its
endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the United
States Government or any agency thereof. The views and
opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily
state or reflect those of the United States Government or
any agency thereof.
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Present Procedure

The present procedure for replacing air in the Task III reduction equipment ’
with an inert atmosphere includes three successive evacuation and argon
introduction cycles.

Revised Procedu_res

A new procedure is authorized by approval signatures to this document which
permits the formation of an inert atmosphere within the reduction equipment
by introducing argon to a pressure of 100 psig, then relsasing the gas to
atmospheric pressure. In addition, murber of purge cycles required for
either vacuum or pressurs procedure i3 changed from three to "one o1 more".

Basis For Procedure Change {2} ®

Production Test 235-8 (HW-25362), which was written to. evalm the argofz/pressure
prooedure for air purging in production equipment, has been completed. The
. slag and metal buttons produced using this procedure were comparable to the

slag and metal produced by the vacuum procedure,

Adoption of this procedure will permit equipment simplification by eliminating
the vacuum pump, vacuum instrumentation, and some valves in the Task III, RMA
Line. This simplification will result in savings in operator's time and main-
tenance costs without introduction of radiation or physical hazards.
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