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PROJECT OVERVIEW

Dr. Joshua Laerm at the Georgia Museum of Natural History initiated this project
in 1997 (Laerm et al. 1997a). After preliminary sampling, the temporal scope of this
effort was extended for three years (Laerm et al. 1997b). Following the death of Joshua
Laerm, the project was directed by Elizabeth Reitz and, later, Timothy McCay.  This
work recently has been extended with a separate cooperative agreement (SRS OO-CA-
11330138-197) through summer 2001 (McCay et al. 2000). A comprel-ensive final
report will be submitted upon completion of the more recent agreement. The primary
project objective has been to test whether removal of coarse woody debris affects
abundance or species richness of shrews and herptiles. Data were further brought to bear
on the topic of dispersal of moisture-dependent organisms through xeric  environments.

 SUMMARY OF METHODS

Forest-floor vertebrates have been sampled at 4 plots within each of three timber
compartments (12 plots total). Plots within a compartment were randomly assigned to
one of four experimental treatments: (1) removal of fallen CWD (dead stems > 10 cm
diameter), (2) removal of fallen and standing CWD, (3) addition of CWD by simulated
catastrophic wind storm, and (4) control. The addition treatment had not been
implemented during the study period and was considered another control. Also, because
forest-floor animals are not likely to be affected by the removal of standing wood, all
removal and down removal plots were combined in a single removal treatment in the
present analyses.
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