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Several different types of national, 
state, and local organizations and programs, 
both public and private, assist independent 
inventors. The number of such organiza­
tions and programs is growing. Most of 
them work independently of each other, 
often without knowledge of each other. The 
staff of the Energy-Related Inventions Pro­
gram (ERIP) at the U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE) realized that: 

Many of these organizations are quite 
capable of doing innovative things to as­
sist inventors, and many have exten­
sive, highly original programs aimed at 
organizing the inventor's social world; 

No mechanism has existed for these or­
ganizations to communicate with each 
other; 

Evaluation of organizational success or 
failure in assisting inventors has been 
lacking; and 

Some of these organizations could 
benefit from technical assistance and 
small amounts of financial assistance to 
encourage innovation in assisting inven­
tors. 

To develop solutions to the problems em­
bedded in these four observations, the Study 

of Innovative Programs for Inventors (SIPI) 
was initiated in March 1987 at Argonne Na­
tional Laboratory (ANL). 

The first step taken by SIPI was net­
working to identify and characterize 
programs and organizations. This network­
ing task continues today; SIPI' s data base 
contains in excess of 150 local organiza­
tions or state programs designed to assist in­
ventors. The organizations include inventor 
organizations (inventors are members), 
which typically offer monthly meetings on 
topics of interest, newsletters, and various 
other services; some have annual fairs or 
congresses. Many technology commer­
cialization centers at colleges and univer­
sities provide services to local inventors. 
Some state departments of development or 
commerce have programs that provide sup­
port to inventors. Many local Small Busi­
ness Development Centers (SBDCs) work 
with inventors. Some of these organizations 
provide equipment and technical staff to 
build prototypes, while others evaluate the 
commercial viability of inventions. All 
such organizations that are known to the 
study staff at ANL are in the SIPI data base. 

In March 1988, SIPI published the 
Catalog of Organizations that Assist I nven­
tor s: Activities and Services,* containing in­
formation on all the relevant organizations 

* Argonne National Laboratory Report ANL/CNSV-TM-200 (March 1988). 

Foreword 

and programs that had been identified at 
that time. The catalog was distributed to the 
listed organizations. The present volume up­
dates the catalog using more current infor­
mation. 

The next step for SIPI was to publish a 
bimonthly newsletter, "Inventor-Assistance 
Program News," to share information 
among the various programs and organiza­
tions. The newsletter is now mailed to more 
than 450 individuals- those representing 
the programs and organizations and those at 
universities or in government with an inter­
est in independent inventors. 

An important task for SIPI is to assist 
the known organizations, both technically 
and financially. DOE is making small 
grants available to organizations with in­
novative programs or ideas for programs. 
Argonne is the technical monitor of these 
grants and will assist grantees in evaluating 
the success of their programs. 

From the start, one of SIPI's interests 
has been junior inventors - grade-school 
and high-school students with the sort of 
creativity needed to become inventors. 
Many different activities for junior inven­
tors are sponsored annually by inventor or­
ganizations, schools, and national 
organizations. A second set of activities is 

V 



aimed at teachers to assist them in learning 
how to teach inventiveness. Although there 
is no possible way to comprehensively 
catalog these activities, SIPI published in 
March 1988 (and is currently updating) the 
Catalog of Junior Inventor Programs.* 
This catalog, illustrntive of the types and 
quality of progrnms designed for the bud­
ding inventor, has been republished in the 
PROJECT XL Resource Directory. 

PROJECT XL, led by the Patent and 
Trademark Office with the participation of 
several federal and other national agencies 
and a growing number of state and local 
agencies, provides resources to schools and 

teachers to promote creative learning on a 
daily basis. It has a broad corporate spon­
sorship. Besides providing teachers with 
resource materials, PROJECT XL sponsors 
creativity workshops for teachers two or 
three times a year around the country. SIPI 
is assisting this effort. 

The elements in a child's environment 
that foster creativity and inventiveness are 
not well understood. Neither are the bar­
riers. SIPI is entering into a joint effort with 
the National Society of Professional En­
gineers to perform a longitudinal study of 
grade-school students who demonstrate in­
ventiveness. These students will be fol-

* Argonne National Laboratory Report ANL/CNSV-TM-201, 1st Ed. (March 1988). 
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lowed into adulthood to learn what in their 
environment stimulated, assisted, or 
hindered the development of their inventive­
ness. Other studies of school children arc 
contemplated. 

SIPI is currently envisioned as an ongo­
ing project and has enjoyed much positive 
feedback from the people running programs 
and organizations that assist inventors. We 
hope this catalog is a valuable resource for 
them and their members or clients. 

Martin J. Bernard III 
Study of Innovative Programs for Inventors 
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This catalog's second edition is part of 
the ongoing networking effort for Argonne 
National Laboratory's Study oflnnovative 
Programs for Inventors, sponsored by the 
Energy-Related Inventions Program of the 
U.S. Department of Energy. The catalog 
summarizes activities and services of 145 
national, state, and local programs and or­
ganizations in the United States and Canada 
that assist independent inventors or inven­
tors associated with small businesses. Sixty­
five new summaries have been added to 
those in the first edition, while summaries 
for 14 organizations or programs that are or 
appear to be no longer in operation, or that 
no longer serve the independent or small­
business-associated inventor, have been 
deleted. Information for programs or or­
ganizations appearing in both catalogs has 
been updated. 

The information presented has been ob­
tained from the programs and organizations 
themselves. More than 90% of the entries 
have been verified in draft form by the con­
tact person for the program or organization. 

Fifty-one organizations summarized in 
the catalog are not-for-profit inventor-sup­
port groups, whose members are mostly in­
ventors, but may also be providers of 
services to inventors or small businesses, or 
persons who see independent inventors as 
sources of new products. The inventor-sup­
port groups usually have regular meetings 
with speakers on topics associated with com-

mercializing and protecting rights to inven­
tions. They provide a forum for inde­
pendent inventors to acquire useful 
information, discuss concerns with other in­
ventors, and make contacts for commer­
cializing their inventions. 

A slightly smaller number of entries 
(42) describe programs associated with col­
leges and universities that make available to 
inventors and entrepreneurs the expertise of 
faculty and staff, and sometimes laboratory 
resources as well. These programs may 
off er their clients technical services, such as 
design development or prototype testing, 
and/or business services, such as develop­
ment of business plans or market evalua­
tions. Although there may be some 
subsidization, clients are typically charged a 
fee for services or agree to split royalties on 
successfully commercialized inventions. 
The catalog also includes summaries for 
several university-operated small business 
development centers (SBDCs). 

A number of entries (21) describe 
programs sponsored by state agencies. 
These programs are usually part of a state's 
economic development program and sup­
port the development and commercializa­
tion of new products by businesses in the 
state, especially high-technology products 
by start-up businesses. Some of these 
programs provide loans or grants that are to 
be repaid out of royalties from successfully 
commercialized programs. 

Introduction 

Finally, a few entries describe for-profit 
organizations that offer services to inventors. 

The catalog is organized alphabetically 
by state and province with organizations 
and programs listed according to the address 
of the contact person. (Thus, organizations 
and programs based in Ontario follow those 
of Oklahoma.) The format for each page of 
the catalog is indicated on page 2. The ap­
pendix at the back lists inventor-assistance 
organizations that (1) did not respond to our 
requests for information, but for which 
someone still receives mail; (2) were iden­
tified after the cut-off date for catalog 
entries; or (3) are chapters of the Inventors 
Workshop International Education Founda­
tion. 

The last page of this document is a tear­
out sheet. We request that readers use this 
page to list any organizations or programs 
that we have missed, give us corrections to 
current entries, and give us comments on 
how we may make the next edition of the 
catalog more useful (i.e., what additional in­
formation or what types of other organiza­
tions should be include?). Please supply 
examples of suggested improvements. 
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This area of each page 
describes the types of people 
who participate in the program 
or are members or clients of the 
organization. Included are any 
qualifications or restrictions on 
participation or membership. 

Sources of funding are also in­
cluded here. References to 
"government," "state," etc. are 
meant to indicate "govemment­
funded," state-funded," etc. 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

::::;:::::::::::-::::.::::::::::.: 

. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

1111111 
11111 I 

The purpose of the program 
or organization, its 
geographical scope, and its 
legal status (e.g., nonprofit) 
are listed here . 

Affiliations, associations, or 
sponsors are also listed here. 

Organization or Program Title 
Parent Organization or Main Affiliation 

•: -:.:-:-:-:-:-:,:-:,'.,','.', 
:•:-::-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-·-·.·· 

2 

Listed on the bottom half of each 
page are the program's or 
organization's activities and ser­
vices. Activities may include meet­
ings, annual events, newsletters, and 
other publications. Services may in­
clude resources ( such as funding) 
available to members or participants, 
counseling, and invention evaluation 
or marketing assistance. 

Listed last is information about data 
and materials available, including 
Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) 
forms and publications and other ref­
erence books, and data-base searches. 

ll1~1~11 !!1
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Inventors, advanced technol­
ogy businesses, and inven­
tion developers ( only 
through their investment 
venture capitalists). Mem­
bers have an advanced tech­
nology product or service, 
an organized business plan, 
and a strategy for financing 
start-up. 

Fees for services and state 
appropriations funding 

·-:::::;::=:·.·.·. 
To develop high-technology 
businesses 

Local to international 

Affiliated with Birmingham 
Venture Club 

Associated with a network 
of 25 venture capital-funds 

Office for the Advancement of Developing Industries 
University of Alabama at Birmingham 

Quarterly meetings with 
speakers 

Quarterly newsletter 

Office services, such as 
word processing, recep­
tionist, prime and supercom­
puter linkage, conference 
rooms available 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Performs critical reviews of 
inventions 

Counsels on legal and ac­
counting matters through a 
network of law firms and ac­
counting firms 

Arranges meetings between 
inventors, manufacturers, 
and others 

Networks through the Bir­
mingham Venture Club 

Provides assessments of the 
market potential of specific 
inventions 

Provides assistance with 
patentability searches 

PTO publications and publi­
cations on financing [e.g., 
Small Business Inovation 
Research (SBIR) grant 
programs] 

5 
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Predominantly inventors, 
with some invention 
developers and venture 
capitalists 

Annual dues of $40 

Alaska lnventorprizes 

li(lii 
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l1l!li1II 
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Monthly meetings with 
speakers that include patent 
agents, business develop­
ment specialists, and venture 
capitalists; an annual con­
ference 

Quarter! y newsletter 

Works with INVENT 
AMERICA! and PROJECT 
XL in local school districts 

To provide encouragement, 
information, and a forum for 
Alaska's most innovative 
people, thereby supporting 
the State's growth through 
the commercialization of 
Alaskan ideas 

Alaska, chapters in 
Anchorage and Matsu 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Informal counseling at meet­
ings on the commercializa­
tion and patent processes 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

-::::::?>· 

Provides informal assess­
ments of the market poten­
tial of specific inventions 
and of the steps needed to 
commercialize them 

PTO publications; publica­
tions about patenting, licens­
ing, and financing 
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Monthly meetings with 
speakers that include patent 
agents, business develop­
ment specialists, and venture 
capitalists; an annual con­
ference 

Quarterly newsletter 

Works with INVENT 
AMERICA! and PROJECT 
XL in local school districts 
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Alaska's most innovati vc 
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the Sta LC' s growth through 
the commercialization of 
Alaskan ideas 

Alaska, chapters in 
Anchorage and Matsu 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Informal counseling at meet­
ings on the commercializa­
tion and patent processes 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 
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Provides informal assess­
ments of the market poten­
tial of specific inventions 
and of the steps needed to 
commercialize them 

PTO publications; public~.­
tions about patenting, licens­
ing, and financing 



.·.·.·.·.··.·.·.·.·.·.·,·.·.·.·.·.·. 

11111 
:\!\:it\lll\lllilil\: 

.... :/:}}}} 

\//)\ 

Inventors, 
small-businesspersons 

An Alaskan businessperson 
or a person considering 
going into business in 
Alaska 

Quarterly newsletter 

Counsels inventors on com­
mercialization and patent 
processes 

Arranges meetings between 
individual inventors and 
manufacturers and others 

:;:;:;::::::::::::::::::;;::-;-·--. 
......... 

1111\1 
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State of Alaska 

•:-:•:•:• :-:-::: ::::::;:;:;:;:;:;:;::::::=:::::::\:: 

Small Business Development Center 
University of Alaska 

PTO publications; publica­
tions about patenting, licens­
ing, and financing 
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Inventors, manufacturers, in­
vention developers, venture 
capitalists 

Fees for services 1lllli1II 
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To provide the industrial 
complex another route to in­
terface with university facul­
ty in applied R&D 

State of Arizona 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Arizona State Research Institute 
Arizona State University 

11111 
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Planning to conduct an an­
nual meeting 

A newsletter is planned. 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process 

Provides critical review of 
inventions 

Arranges meetings between 
individual inventors and 
manufacturers and others 

Provides assistance to inven­
tors in technically refining 
inventions 

PTO forms and publications 
(Arizona State University is 
a depository for PTO) 
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Inventors, manufacturers, in­
vention developers, venture 
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State of Arizona 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Arizona State Research Institute 
Arizona State University 
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Planning to conduct an an­
nual meeting 

A newsletter is planned. 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process 

Provides critical review of 
inventions 

Arrnnges meetings bet ween 
individual inventors and 
manufacturers and others 

Provides assistance to inven­
tors in technically refining 
inventions 

PTO forms and publications 
(Arizona State University is 
a depository for PTO) 
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Inventors 

Patent attorneys, invention 
developers, and venture 
capitalists can be sustaining 
members. 

Regular members must 
have patented inventions or 
must have patents pending; 
associate membership is 
open to anyone interested in 
inventions. 

Dues 

Several regular meetings per 
year throughout the state. At 
these meetings, the following 
Arkansas organizations may 
make presentations or provide 
information: Science and 
Technology Authority, Center 
for Technology Transfer, 
Small Business Development 
Center, State Library, and 
Entrepreneurial Service Cen­
ter. 

Bimonthly newsletter 
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To assist inventors and in­
novative persons as a sup­
port group 

State of Arkansas 

Not-for-profit corporation 

;:;:;::::::::::;:;::\:}\'. :•:•:•:-:-: \ ..... . 
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Arkansas Inventors Congress, Inc. 

Will initiate an invention pro­
gram for schools no later than 
Autumn 1989 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process, 
mainly through referral to ap­
propriate agencies; also coun­
sels on the patent process 

Provides for communications 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, financial sources, and 
service providers; arranges 
meetings between individual 
inventors and manufacturers; 
has access to over 2,000 

manufacturing companies in 
Arkansas; provides assess­
ments of the market potential 
of specific inventions and of 
the steps needed to commer­
cialize them 

Refers members to the State 
Library for assistance with 
patentability searches 

PTO forms and publications 

9 
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Inventors, existing and start­
up businesses, and venture 
capitalists 
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To off er consulting on the 
feasibility and marketability 
of inventions in conjunction 
with the Engineering Depart­
ment 

Founded by the Arkansas 
Department of Higher 
Education 

Three office locations off er 
statewide service. 

Entrepreneurial Service Center 
University of Arkansas at Fayetteville 
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Counsels inventors on the 
patent process on a limited 
basis 

Developing the capability to 
provide critical review of in­
ventions 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
and venture capitalists, and 
arranges meetings between 
individual inventors and 
manufacturers after poten-

tial of inventions has been 
evaluated 

Assists in the identification 
of potential funding sources 

Provides assessments of the 
market potential of specific 
inventions and of the steps 
needed to commercialize 
them 

Provides assistance with 
patentability searches 
through data-base searches 
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Inventors, existing and st..an­
up businesses, and venture 
capitalists 
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To offer consulting on the 
feasibility and marketability 
of inventions in conjunction 
wilh lhe Engineering Depan­
mcnt 

Founded by the Ark,msas 
Department or Higher 
Edul·ation 

Three office locations ofter 
swtcwidc service. 

Entrepreneurial Service Center 
University of Arkansas at Fayetteville 
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Counsels inventors on the 
patent process on a limited 
basis 

Developing the capability LO 

provide critical review of in­
ventions 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
and venture capitalists, and 
arranges meetings between 
individual inventors and 
manufacturers after paten-

tial of inventions has been 
evaluated 

Assists in the identification 
of potential funding sources 

Provides assessments of the 
market potential of specific 
inventions and of the steps 
needed to commercialize 
them 

Providl'.s assistance with 
pall'.ntability searches 
through dat.a-base searches 



Ill 
]l}ltlt: 

111111 
[illilll 
!!!!!!!!!l!!!!lllil!I 

111111 

11111:1 

lilllllllli 

Small, technology-based 
companies 

For admittance into the 
Genesis Project, a firm must 
have technology (the ap­
plication of contemporary 
advances developed by 
science and engineering) as 
an essential element of its 
operation. 

Fees for services at below 
market rates 

Quarterly meetings 

Quarterly newsletter 

Provides university services 
and advice and expertise of 
university faculty to new 
technology-based 
enterprises during the 
development of their opera­
tions and products 
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Partnership of University of 
Arkansas and Arkansas 
Science and Technology 
Authority to nurture small, 
technology-based com­
panies in an incubator 

Arkansas 

Affiliated with National 
Business Incubation As­
sociation and Association of 
Arkansas Entrepreneurs 

Provides office space, 
secretarial services, access 
to the university's main­
frame computer, desktop 
publishing assistance, and 
conference and meeting 
rooms 

Technical reference material 
is available. 

Genesis Project 
University of Arkansas 

11 



Ill Mainly university 
employees and students 

National 

Office of Research Administration 
University of Victoria 

12 

The predominant function is 
to assist in research per­
formed at the university, in­
cluding commercialization 
of that research. As part of 
the university's obligation to 
provide community service, 
however, limited assistance 
in the form of advice, infor­
mation, and sources of 
government support will be 
given to persons coming in 
"off the street" 
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Mainly university 
employees and students 

National 

:::::::::tm::)? 

!!\!Iii 

Office of Research Administration 
University of Victoria 
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The predominant function is 
to assist in research per· 
formed at the university, in· 
eluding commercialization 
of that research. As pan of 
the university's obligation to 
provide community service, 
however, limited assistance 
in the form of advice, infor· 
mation, and sources of 
government support will be 
given to persons coming in 
"off the street" 
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Principal participants are in­
ventors among the UBC 
faculty and students with 
some industrial firms. 

Licensing of patents and 
other intellectual property; 
government; some private 
capital 

i 

To assist faculty to col­
laborate with industry on re­
search projects of mutual 
interest; to assist faculty to 
protect UBC technology 
and know-how; to transfer 
technology to the private 
sector 

Primarily province-wide 
(80% ); national and interna­
tional 

Office of Research Services and Industry Liaison 

Although the principal focus 
is on faculty and students, 
some independent inventors 
are counseled on commer­
cialization and patent proces­
ses on a referral basis. 

Initiating contract with 
provincial community 
colleges 

In the process of developing 
and strengthening a network 
for communication among 
inventors, manufacturers, in­
vention developers, patent at-

University of British Columbia (UBC) 

tomeys, and venture 
capitalists; arranges meet­
ings between individual in­
ventors, manufacturers, and 
others as part of licensing ac­
tivity 

Assists with market research 
and preparation of business 
plans where appropriate. 

Testing, prototype develop­
ment, and cooperative re­
search agreements with 
industry 

The Prototype Development 
Program helps UBC re­
searchers obtain the neces­
sary funding for scaling up 
their research inventions to 
prototypes and for larger­
scale experiments. 

PATSCAN, a patent search 
service, is available to out­
side inventors and industry, 
as well as to students and 
faculty. 

13 



High-tech entrepreneurs and 
service providers, such as 
lawyers, accountants, and 
bankers 

Contributions from spon­
sors (banks, accounting 
firms, law firms, venture 
capitalists, financial institu­
tions, investment bankers, 
high-tech companies) 

To serve the needs of high­
tech entrepreneurs by link­
ing them with the technical, 
financial, and managerial 
skills and resources they 
need for success 

A state university in partner­
ship with the private sector 

San Diego area 

CONNECT, Program in Technology and Entrepreneurship 
University of California at San Diego 

11111111 
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Connect, a quarterly newslet­
ter 

Conducts lectures, courses, 
and seminars that provide 
counseling on a broad range 
of subjects related to starting 
and operating a high-tech 
company 

Offers individual counseling 

Links high-tech 
entrepreneurs with the finan-

cial, managerial, and techni­
cal resources they may need 



i .ur·:.-·· 

··•·· "Ot >>c:·•· 
''i/ :::S? 

LL 
r, 

a.. ·-..c: 
u, 
i.. 
<l.) 
.0 
E :: a,·· 

/:E) 

High-tech entrepreneurs and 
service providers, such as 
lawyers, accountants, and 
bankers 

Comributions from spon­
sors (banks, accounting 
firms, law firms, venture 
capitalisL~, financial inslllu­
Lions, investment bankers, 
high-Lech companies) 
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To serve the needs of high­
tech entrepreneurs by link­
ing them with the technical, 
financial, and managerial 
skills and resources they 
need for success 

A state university in partner­
ship with the private sector 

San Diego area 
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Connect, a quarterly newslet­
ter 

Conducts lectures, courses, 
and seminars that provide 
counseling on a broad range 
of subjects related to starting 
and operating a high-tech 
company 

Offers individual counseling 

Links high-tech 
entrepreneurs with the finan-

cial, managerial, and techni­
cal resources they may need 
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Inventors and manufacturers 

State-funded; also repay­
ment from supported inven­
tions that have been 
successfully commercialized 

Provides loans for assistance 
to energy technologies that 
are close to being commer­
cialized, have relatively low 
economic and technical 
risks, and are expected to 
generate net positive 
revenues or savings 

Provides research contracts 
for the development of non­
commercial energy tech­
nologies that have relatively 
high economic and technical 
risks and are not expected to 

To improve California's 
energy future by improving 
the energy and cost efficien­
cy of existing energy tech­
nology and by developing 
new alternative sources of 
energy 

California 

:-:-:•:•:::•:::::::::::::::::'.:·:::·::::.:-·-:'.;.;.;:•:•:•::::···_._._._:::::_.:.:-:-::·_:::::::::::-:•:::::::: 

Energy Technology Advancement Program 
California Energy Commission 

generate net positive 
revenues or savings 

Provides financial assistance 
to enable inventors to reduce 
inventions to practice or 
develop improvements by 
means of contracts to cofund 
development of energy tech­
nologies that have relatively 
high economic and technical 
risks; contracts are repay­
able if the project results in 
inventions being patented 
and commercialized or if the 

energy projects generate net 
revenue or savings. 

Provides financial assistance 
for commercialization of in­
ventions in the form of 
loans for energy projects 
close to commercialization 
that have low economic and 
technical risks; interest rates 
are the lower of 8% and the 
state's Pooled Money Invest­
ment Account rate. 

15 
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Inventors, manufacturers 
with an active interest in 
new concepts, patent attor­
neys interested in helping in­
ventors by lectures and 
articles in the newsletter, 
and invention developers on 
a restricted basis 

Dues ($45 per year domes­
tic, $60 per year for foreign 
membership); fees for spe­
cial services 

Inventors of California 
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Regular meetings (averaging 
three per year) with topical 
speakers 

Successful Inventing, book 
by Norman C. Parrish, 1988 

The California Inventor, a 
monthly newsletter 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes by 
telephone without charge 

To assist the individual in­
ventor through the entire 
process 

California, national, and in­
ternational 

Not-for-profit corporation 
(IRS 501(c)(3)) 

Affiliated with the National 
Congress of Inventor Or­
ganizations 

Provides critical review of 
inventions (by special arran­
gement, for a fee) 

Inventor programs for both 
young and mature in­
dividuals 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists through the 
newsletter 

Assesses market potential of 
and steps needed to commer­
cialize a specific invention 
(by appointment only, for a 
fee) 

Assists inventors in techni­
cally refining inventions (by 
appointment only, for a fee) 

Provides assistance with 
patentability search, by in­
struction and guidance only 
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Invent.ors, manufacturers 

wilh an active interest in 
new concepts, patent attor­

neys interested in helping in­

vcnwrs by lectures and 

articles in I.he newsleucr, 

and invention developers on 

a restricted basis 

Dues ($45 per year domes­
tic, $60 per year for foreign 
membership); fees for spe­

cial services 

Inventors of California 
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Regular meetings (avernging 

three per year) with topical 

speakers 

Successful Inventing, book 
by Nonnan C. Parrish, 1988 

The California lnvenwr, a 
monthly newsletter 

Counsels inventors on I.he 
commercialization and 

patenl processes by 
Lclcphonc without charge 
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To assist the individual in­

vcnlOr through the emire 

process 

California, national, and in­

ternational 

Not-for-profit corporation 

(IRS 50l(c)(3)) 

Affiliated with the Nauonal 
Congress of Inventor Or­

ganizations 

Provides critical review o! 

inventions (by special arran­

gemenl, for a fee) 

Inventor programs for b0Ll1 
young and mature in­
dividuals 

Provides for communication 
among invenlOrs, manufac­

turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capital1sLs; through the 
newsletter 
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Inventors and 
entrepreneurs; membership 
categories: students to age 
16, college inventors, and 
full inventors 

Dues and subscription fees 

Presented Invention Conven­
tion '87 and a new annual 
exposition, InvenTech Expo 

Chapters have semimonthly 
meetings; conducts seminars 

INVENT!, a bimonthly jour­
nal; Inventors Journal and 
Inventors Guidebook 

Young inventors program 

Sponsors the Patent Saver 
Program to reduce the costs 
of patenting by 40-60%; in­
forms lawmakers regarding 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
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To help and guide inventors 
in the protection and 
development of their ideas 

International 

Not-for-profit corporation 

40 chapters nationwide 

Inventors Workshop International Education 
Foundation 

the problems and needs of 
the inventing community 

Sponsors a national contest: 
"Great Idea Contest" 

Combats "front money" in­
vention companies that have 
exploited inventors 

Counsels how to develop 
and protect a product and 
conduct market research 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 

patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists; provides inven­
tion evaluation, assessments 
of the market potential of 
and steps needed to commer­
cialize specific inventions, 
assistance in technically 
refining inventions; assists 
manufacturers in identifying 
new products; assists with 
patentability and trademark 
searches 

Substantial library, inventors 
books shop, PTO forms 

17 
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Manufacturers; federal, in­
dustrial, and university re­
search laboratories 

Subsidized, fees for services 

1111 

To link technology from 
NASA Field Centers, other 
federal laboratories, univer­
sities, and industrial resour­
ces from throughout the 
nation to business and in­
dustry 

National 

Affiliated with NASA's Of­
fice of Technology Utiliza­
tion 

NASA Industrial Application Center (NIAC) 
University of Southern California 

18 

Outreach program to busi­
ness and industry, including 
seminars and trade shows, to 
inform company manage­
ment of NIAC' s services 

Hosts an Inventor's 
Workshop International 
Education Foundation chap­
ter at the NIAC site 

Phase I services include ac­
cess to NASA's research 
reports via the 
NASA/RECON data base, 

as well as instant access to 
hundreds of other commer­
cially available data bases; 
Phase II provides associate 
clients with access to un­
published information and 
the opinion of experts from 
federal, industrial, and 
university laboratories; 
Phase III includes obtaining 
qualified experts to work in­
tensively with associate 
clients and NIAC to con­
struct comprehensive Tech­
nology Information Reports 

that develop specific recom­
mendations and implementa­
tion strategies; Phase IV 
includes making available to 
associate clients both human 
and equipment resources to 
tackle problems where solu­
tions are not currently avail­
able. 

An ad hoc client can use this 
service in person at NIAC's 
offices; an associate client 
can also access this informa­
tion at the associate's office. 
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Manufacturers; f edcral, in­
dustrial, and university re­
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To link technology from 
NASA Field Centers, other 
federal laboratories, univer­
sities, and industrial resour­
ces from throughout the 
nation to business and in­
dustry 

National 

Affiliated with NASA's Of­
fice of Technology Utiliza­
tion 

NASA Industrial Application Center (NIAC) 
University of Southern California 
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Ouu-cach prognun to busi­
ness and industry, including 
seminars and trade shows, to 

inform company manage­
ment of NIAC's services 

Hosts an Inventor's 
Workshop International 
Education Foundation chap­
ter at the NIAC site 

Phase I services include ac­
cess to NASA's research 
reports via the 
NASNRECON data base, 

as well as instant access to 
hundreds of other commer­
cially available d.Jta bases; 
Phase II provides associate 
clients with access to un­
published information and 
the opinion of experts from 
f c<leral, industrial, and 
university laboratories; 
Phase Ill includes obt.ainmg 
qualified experts Lo work in­
tensively with associate 
clients and NIAC lo con­
struct comprehensive Tech­
nology Information Reports 
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Regular members, 27 inven­
tor organizations with 12 or 
more inventor members 
with regular meetings 
and/or publications; as­
sociate members, firms that 
contribute services to 
regular members and seek 
proprietary products 

Dues ($100 regular, $300 as­
sociate), subscriptions, and 
f ces for special services 

Three board meetings per year; 
a bank of member and guest 
speakers; cosponsor of National 
Innovation Workshops 

Bimonthly newsletter 

Inventors Source Book 

Counsels inventors on the com­
mercialization and patent proces­
ses; provides critical reviews of 
inventions by special arrange­
ments for a fee, lectures for 
young inventors and groups of 
inventors; judges for invention 
fairs, as time and funds permit; 

{(=:=:::::::(//?/ 

To foster a positive image 
of the value to mankind of 
the innovative process, to 
cross-pollinate the nation's 
inventor organizations, and 
to represent them with one 
voice 

National 

Not-for-profit corporation 
(IRS 501(c)(3)) 

National Congress of Inventor Organizations 

compiles lists of ethical or­
ganizations and individuals of­
fering services or markets to 
inventors; establishes relation­
ships with corporations to cul­
tivate mutual interests and 
benefits 

Provides assessments of the 
market potential of and steps 
needed to commercialize 
specific inventions at National 
Innovation Workshops or by 
appointment 

Provides assistance to inven­
tors in technically refining 

their inventions (by appoint­
ment only, for a fee) 

Provides assistance to 
manufacturers in identifying 
new products 

Establishes liaison with 
government officials regard­
ing invention and innovator 
legal protection 

Furnishes competent tes­
timony for legislative and 
policy hearings at federal and 
state levels about the inven­
tion process 

19 
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Inventors, patent agents, 
sources of capital, 
entrepreneurial teams, attor­
neys, and accountants 

Various types of annual 
regular membership fees, 
products and services to 
members, registration fees 
for monthly membership 
meetings 

Ill 

To facilitate creating and 
managing team-driven start­
up and emerging high­
growth companies 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Affiliated with Resource 
Network of Northern 
California (a loose affilia­
tion of entrepreneur, inven­
tor, and business groups) 

Silicon Valley Entrepreneurs Club, Inc. 

1(111 
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20 

Regular monthly member­
ship meetings include atten­
dee introductions, a keynote 
speaker, and a "Networking 
Faire." This last includes ex­
pert tables, a roundtable 
luncheon, resource speakers, 
and a brainstorming session. 

The Achiever, a monthly 
newsletter 

The Calendar, a monthly list­
ing of events 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process 
through expert tables and the 
entrepreneurs-in-residence 
program (members only) 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and sources 
of capital at the monthly 
membership meeting 

Library includes videotapes. 
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Inventors, palenl agents, 
sources of capital, 
entrepreneurial Learns, attor­
neys, and accountants 

Various types of annual 
regular mcmrership fees, 
prcx1uclS and services to 
members, registration fees 
for monthly membership 
meetings 
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To facilitate creaLing and 
managing team-driven start­
up and emerging high­
growth companies 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Atlilialc<l with Resource 
Network of Northern 
California (a loose affilia­
tion of entrepreneur, inven­
tor, and business groups) 

Silicon Valley Entrepreneurs Club, Inc. 
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Regular monthly member­
ship meetings include allen­
dcc introductions, a keynote 
speaker, and a "Networking 
Faire." This last includes ex­
pert tables, a roundtable 
luncheon, resource speakers, 
and a brainstorming session. 

The Achiever, a monthly 
newsletter 

The Calendar, a monthly list­
ing of events 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process 
through expert tables and the 
entrepreneurs-in-residence 
program (members only) 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and sources 
of capital at Lhe monthly 
membership meeting 

Library includes videotapes. 
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Venture capitalists 

Arranges meetings between 
individual inventors, 
manufacturers, and others 

Provides financial assistance 
to enable inventors to reduce 
inventions to practice or to 
develop improvements 

Provides financial assistance 
for commercialization of in­
ventions indirectly through 
Telos' network 

To fund early-stage research 
in the health sciences and 
then work with scientists to 
facilitate the commercializa­
tion process as appropriate 

National 

Affiliated with Montgomery 
Medical Ventures 

Limited partnership 

Telos Associates, L.P. 

21 
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By invitation, usually ex­
tended to holders of U.S. 
patents 

Fees for services, including 
preliminary appraisals, in­
vention evaluations, intellec­
tual property lawyers, and 
negotiation services 

................... 

• @iirnruu 

j~~~t~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~t~~@i~[ 

To provide independent in­
ventors with sufficient infor­
mation about each phase of 
invention development to 
make decisions in their best 
interest 

National 

Corporation 

Affiliated with National 
B~ Association 

Affiliated Inventors Foundation, Inc. 
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Inventors Digest, a bimonth­
ly magazine, and Inventors 
News, a bimonthly business 
publication that publicizes 
the availability of new inven­
tions 

Program for obtaining 
publicity for inventions 

Counsels inventors on com­
mercializ,ation and patent 
processes, performs prelimi­
nary patent appraisals 

Provides low-cost, in-depth 
evaluations of inventions; 
free, detailed step-by-step in­
fonnation on how to proceed 
to commercialize an inven­
tion; patent attorneys who 
perform patent prosecution 
services; assistance to 
manufacturers in identifying 
new products through Inven­
tion News 

The Invention Development 
Fund is a revolving fund that 
provides loans (interest rates 

will not exceed 4%) or 
grants for relatively small in­
vention development costs. 

Provides forms and instruc­
tions, free of charge, to in­
ventors to enable them to 
record their inventions in a 
legally sufficient manner to 
protect their priority date 

Provides negotiation ser -
vices for the sale or licens­
ing of inventions 
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By invitation, usually ex­
tended to holders of U.S. 
patents 

Fees for services, including 
preliminary appraisals, in­
vention evaluations, intellec­
tual property lawyers, and 
negotiation services 
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To provide independent in­
ventors with sufficient infor­
mation about each phase of 
invention development lO 

make decisions in their best 
interest 

National 

Corporation 

Affiliated with NaLionaJ 
Business Association 

Affiliated Inventors Foundation, Inc. 
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Inventors Digest, a bimonth­
ly magazine, and Inventors 
News, a bimonthly business 
publication that publicizes 
the availability of new inven­
tions 

Program for obtaining 
publicity for inventions 

Counsels inventors on com­
mercialization and patent 
processes, performs prclimi· 
nary patent apprnisals 

Provides low-cost, in-<lcpth 
evaluations of inventions; 
free, detailed step-by-step in­
formation on how to proceed 
Lo commercialize an inven­
tion; patent attorneys who 
pcrfonn patent prosecution 
services; assistance LO 

manufacturers in idcntif ying 
new products through Inven­
tion News 

The Invention Development 
Fund is a revolving fund that 
provides loans (interest rates 
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J§fm. l; farady 
ExociliiveOirector 

will not exceed 4%) or 
granLS for rclauvcly small tn· 

vcntion development cosLS. 

Provides forms and instruc­
tions, free of charge, to in­
ventors to enable them to 

record their inventions in J 

legally sufficient manner Lo 

protect Lheir priority date 

Provides negot1at1on ser­
vices for Lhe sale or licens­
ing of inventions 
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Inventors and innovators, 
business people, executives, 
consultants, engineers, 
patent attorneys, 
entrepreneurs, marketing 
people, and venture 
capitalists 

Annual dues of $25 

Programs, speakers, and 
seminars on topics related to 
the invention process 

Helps bring together the 
entrepreneur and the inven­
tor by making available a 
directory of members' inven­
tions for sale or licensing to 
interested companies and/or 
marketers 

Serves as a medium of ex­
change in which members 
needing assistance can make 

To establish a community with 
skills and resources in innova­
tion and invention, prototyping, 
patenting, commercializing, 
manufacturing, marketing and 
financing to bring products and 
processes to the market through 
self-help and association; to pro­
vide a forum for networking 
and group innovation 

Non-profit corporation af­
filiated with the National 
Congress of Inventor 
Organizations 

:~:~:t;:;:ff:::::::~::r:::::::: :::::::::::::::: ... · ·.·.·.·.:.:-: .... 

Inventors Association of Connecticut 

ready contact with other 
members to solve their 
specific problems 

Holds creative problem-solv­
ing sessions in which in­
dustry may be solicited for 
specific problems that may 
be solved, or for needs that 
may be met, by utilizing the 
talents and resources exist­
ing within the membership 

Holds workshops in which 
small groups can consider 
specific problems in the 
reduction to practice of 
ideas; workshops give mem­
bers an opportunity to draw 
on the expertise and ex -
perience of other members 
in solving particular 
problems 

23 
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Inventors 

Annual dues of $30 for 
regular members and $6 for 
full-time students 

11 

To provide a periodic oppor­
tunity for inventors to get 
together, seek supportive 
relationships, and learn the 
"how to" of inventing, patent­
ing, and starting companies 

Not-for-profit, educational 
community-service organization 

Affiliated with Central Aorida 
Council for High Technology; 
Aorida Engineering Society; 
National Congress of Inventor 
Organii;ations 

Central Florida Inventors Council 

Ii 
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Monthly meetings with topi­
cal speakers; cosponsors in­
ventor exhibits 

Monthly newsletter 

Acts as a clearinghouse for 
ideas and potential funding 
sources 

Participates in the Orange 
County Schools' "Partners 
in Education" program to as­
sist in motivating, counsel­
ing, and judging secondary-

level students and their 
science projects for inventor 
conventions 

Offers free or discounted 
tickets to inventor-related ex­
positions, seminars, high­
technology conferences, 
productivity expos, and 
professional society presen­
tations and exhibits 
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Inventors 

Annual dues of $30 for 
regular members and $6 for 
full-time studcnLS 
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To provide a periodic oppor­
LUniLy for inventors to get 
Logel.her, seek supportive 
relationships, and learn Lhc 
"how to" of inventing, patent­
ing, and starting companies 

Not-for-profit, educational 
community-service organization 

Affiliated with Central Florida 
Council for High Technology; 
Florida Engineering Society; 
National Congress of Inventor 
Organizations 

Central Florida Inventors Council 
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Monthly meetings with topi­
cal speakers; cosponsors in­
ventor exhibits 

Monthly newsletter 

Acts as a clearinghouse for 
ideas and potential funding 
sources 

Participates in the Orange 
County Schools' "Partners 
in Education,, program to as­
sist in motivating, counsel­
ing, and judging secondary-

level students and their 
science projects for inventor 
conventions 

Offers free or discounted 
tickets to inventor-related ex­
positions, seminars, high­
technology conferences, 
productivity expos, and 
professional society presen­
tations and exhibits 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, invention 
developers, venture 
capitalists, government ser­
vice providers, and account­
ants 

Cosponsors seminars and 
workshops; annual state­
sponsored entrepreneurship 
conference 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

To create a visible and effec­
tive network of contacts to 
support entrepreneurs by en­
couraging creation of local 
venture clubs, venture 
centers and forums, and in­
ventor clubs 

Florida 

As of Oct. 1987, 35 or­
ganizations, six primarily 
directed toward inventors 

Florida Entrepreneurship Program 
Florida Department of Commerce 

Refers inventors to organiza­
tions that can be of assis­
tance (e.g., sources of 
financing) 

PTO publications, other pub­
lications about patenting, 
and copies of Florida Ven­
ture Finance Directory. 

25 
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Investors and manufacturers; 
support personnel include 
patent agents and attorneys, 
and private investors; clients 
must be Florida residents and 
are initially prescreened by 
SBDCs 

Federal and state agencies; 
fees for services, publications, 
and business plan preparation 
kits 

To provide the inven­
tor/entrepreneur an opportunity 
to gain information about the 
likelihood for success of an idea 
before committing significant 
funds to a full-scale marketing 
effort 

Florida 

Not-for-profit corporation af­
fdiated with Florida Governor's 
Energy Office and Small Busi­
ness Development Centers 

Florida Product Innovation Center 
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Holds eight annual conferen­
ces throughout state, with na­
tionally recognized inventors, 
manufacturers, venture 
capitalists, investors, market­
ing specialists as speakers; I 0 
annual workshops annually 
that specialize in develop­
ment, financing, marketing 
and legal issues of new 
products 

A representative frequently 
makes presentations to all 
ages of students, from kinder­
garten through college. 

Youths' inventions are treated 
the same as adults' inventions. 

Provides one-to-one counsel­
ing regarding legal aspects of 
new product development, 
financing options, and 
manufacturing and marketing 
techniques; basic information 
on patents, copyrights, 
trademarks, trade secrets, and 
the use of nondisclosure agree­
ments; critical reviews of 
products, inventions, tech­
nologies and ideas are done by 
technical, marketing, and 
financial specialists 

Links clients and manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, venture 
capitalists, investor groups, and 
engineering schools in publicly 
funded universities; arranges 
meetings with and works with 
the manufacturers regarding 
potential licensing agreements; 
informs clients of government 
grants and helps link inventors 
with private funding sources; 
provides assistance with paten­
tability searches 

PTO forms, publications; library 
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lnvesLOrs and manufacturers; 
support personnel include 
patent agents and attorneys, 
and private investors; clients 
must be Florida residents and 
are initially prescrccncd by 
SBDCs 

Federal and state agencies; 
f ces for services, publications, 
and business plan prcparntion 
kits 
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To provide the inven­
tor/entrepreneur an opportunity 
to gain information about the 
likelihood for success of an idea 
before committing significant 
funds to a full-scale marketing 
effort 

Florida 

Not-for-profit corporation af­
filiated with Florida Governor's 
Energy Office and Small Busi­
ness Development Centers 

Florida Product Innovation Center 
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Holds eight annual conferen­
ces throughout st.ate, with na­
tionally recognized inventors, 
manufacturers, venture 
capii.alists, investors, market­
ing specialists as speakers; IO 
annual workshops annually 
that specialize in develop­
ment, financing, marketing 
and legal issues of new 
products 

A representative frequently 
makes presentations Lo all 
ages of studenL'i, from kinder­
garten through college. 

Youths' in vent ions arc treated 
the same as; adults· inventions. 

Provides one-t~one counsel­
ing regarding legal aspects of 
new product development, 
financing options, and 
manufacturing and marketing 
techniques; basic information 
on patents, copyrights, 
trndemarks, lrnde secrets, and 
the use of nondisclosure agrce­
rnenL~; critical reviews of 
producL~, inventions, tcch­

nolog1cs and ideas arc done by 
technical, marketing, and 
financial specialists 
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Dues 

4-6 meetings per year with 
topical speakers; annual con­
ference 

Newsletter 

Process includes products 
that are developed being 
tried and proven by local 
governments 

::::1:1:1~:::::l:1:1::: 

1111111 

To introduce new products, 
processes, and technologies 
to state and local govern­
ments 

Innovation Group 
Innovative Products Group 

27 
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To sell proven new products, 
processes, and technologies to 
state and local governments in 
conjunction with agreements 
with Innovation Group 

National; business corpora­
tion; affiliated with Innova­
tion Group; works with the 
Florida Department of 
Commerce's entrepreneurship 
program and the Conference 
of World Mayors 

Innovative Products Group {IGP) 

11111 
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In conjunction with position­
ing for sales activity, coun­
sels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes and 
provides critical reviews of 
inventions 

Provides assessment of the 
market potential of specific 
inventions and of the steps 
needed to commercialize 
them 

Assists inventors in techni­
cally refining inventions and 

manufacturers in identifying 
new products 

Currently in its second 
round of fund raising, meet­
ing with interested equity in­
vestors. The offering is a 
Reg D Type. Once success­
ful, IGP will be better poised 
to work more closely with 
the entrepreneurs and inven­
tors who contact IGP with vi­
able new products and 
technologies. 
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Fees for services; equity in­
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To sell proven new products, 
processes, and technologies to 
state and local governments in 
conjunction with agreements 
with Innovation Group 

National; business corpora­
tion; affiliated with Innova­
tion Group; works with the 
Florida Department of 
Commerce's entrepreneurship 
progrnm and the Conference 
of World Mayors 

Innovative Products Group (IGP) 
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In conjunction with position­
ing for sales activity, coun­
sels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes and 
provides critical reviews of 
inventions · 

Provides assessment of the 
market potential of six,x:ific 
inventions and of the steps 
needed to com mere ializc 
them 

Assists inventors in techni­
cally refining inventions and 

manufacturers in identifying 
new products 

Currently in its second 
round of fund rnising, meet­
ing with interested equity in­
vestors. The offering is a 
Reg D Type. Once success­
ful, IGP will be bcucr poised 
to work more closely with 
the entrcprcnew-s and inven­
tors who contact IGP with vi­
able new products and 
tcctmologics. 



Inventors 

Compiles information useful 
to inventors seeking assistance 

Members serve as judges at 
the annual Pensacola Junior 
College science fair. 

A wards scholarships to 
promising students 

To encourage and support 
inventors in development 
and commercialization of 
new products 

Affiliated with Florida 
Entrepreneurship Program 

=~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::~:~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~:::::::::::::::::::.:::::::•:::::::::_: .. -.. -:·:::·:-:-:•. 

The Inventors Club 
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Mainly inventors, but 
anyone interested in inven­
tions may join 

Annual dues of $36 

To support inventors and to 
educate about organiz.ations 
that prey on inventors 

Palm Beach area 

Not-for-profit organization 

Affiliated with Florida 
Entrepreneurship Program, 
National Congress of Inven­
tor Organizations, Boynton 
Beach Chamber of Com­
merce 

Palm Beach Society of American Inventors 

llilfi 

30 

Monthly meetings with 
speakers; annual workshop; 
National Inventors Day with 
national, state, young inven­
tor, and Society prizes 

Monthly newsletter 

Provides speakers on invent­
ing for schools and judges 
for school science and inven­
tion fairs 

Provides guests for 
television and radio talk 
shows to inform the poten­
tial inventor of organizations 
that prey on would-be inven­
tors 
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Mainly inventors, but 
anyone interested in inven­
tions may join 

Annual dues of $36 
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To support inventors and to 

educate about organizations 
that prey on inventors 

Palm Beach area 

Not-for-profit organization 

Affiliated wilh Florida 
Entrepreneurship Progrdill, 
National Congress of Inven­
tor Organizations, Boynton 
Beach Chamber of Com­
merce 

Palm Beach Society of American Inventors 

)l::::Ji!t,j\):iii:i:i 

j@;: 
)>>) < 

~I 

::::-:::::;:;::: 

30 

Monlhly meetings wilh 
speakers; annual workshop; 
National Inventors Day wilh 
national, state, young inven­
tor, and Society prizes 

Monthly newsletter 

Provides speakers on invent­
ing for schools and judges 
for school science and inven­
tion fairs 

Provides guests for 
television and rndio talk 
shows to inform Lhc poten­
tial inventor of organi:t..ations 
that prey on would-be inven­
tors 
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Inventors and innovators 

Annual dues of $35 for as­
sociate members, $50 for 
members, and $110 for cor­
porations; publications 

Annual convention and ex­
position, seminars and 
workshops 

Innovation USA 

Membership kit contains 
several workbooks that help 
prepare the inventor before 
going to a patent attorney, 
writing a business plan, or 
seeking financing 

To foster creativity and the 
development of America's 
inventors 

National 

Not-for-profit corporation 
(IRS 50I(c)(3)) 

Society of American Inventors (SAi) 

Developing an educational 
program to be used in K-12 
grades as a tool to teach the 
art of creativity 

Provides a means of net­
working among inventors 
and service providers 

Screens for over 260 com­
panies seeking new 
products; members intro­
duced to these companies 
without charge 

Discount travel club and a 
book club that offers a 
variety of selections geared 
specifically toward the in­
ventor 

Provides an "International 
Registry Service" in which 
the skills and talents of mem­
bers are offered to those 
seeking assistance with their 
inventions 

31 
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To provide a sophisticated net­
work of information resources 
and technology-transfer exper­
tise devoted to finding the 
answers that entrepreneurs, 
high-tech professionals, and 
business managers need to sur­
vive in today's competitive 
climate 

Southeastern U.S., but will 
give referrals in other regions; 
operated in cooperation with 
NASA 
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Southern Technology Applications Center {STAC) 
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Establishes the client's tech­
nical and financial goals, out­
lines alternative strategies, 
discusses need for patent 
and/or trademark protection, 
recommends support groups 
(such as inventors clubs, the 
Florida Product Innovation 
Center) 

Locates published data on 
size and segmentation of 
potential markets; networks 
within the public and private 
sector to locate market data 

not readily available through 
published sources; identifies 
relevant trade journals, 
marketing agents, and in­
dustry leaders; interprets 
market data and provides 
assistance in preparing a 
business plan; analyzes 
competition; I~ mailing 
lists of potential dealers or 
buyers for products 

Identifies funding oppor­
tunities (e.g., SBIR grants) 
for technology-based ven-

tures; provides lists of ven­
ture capitalists and support 
network; writes, edits, and 
evaluates proposals 

Conducts on-line searches of 
U.S. patent files and/or 
world patent files, and of 
U.S. trademark registry or 
state trademark registry; 
reviews abstracts of patents 
for related prior art; provides 
full text of patents on re­
quest; provides U.S. 
trademark registration forms 
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high-tech professionals, and 
business managers need lO sur­
vive in today's competitive 
climate 

SouthcasLCm U.S., but will 
give referrals in other regions; 
operated in coopcrntion with 
NASA 

Southern Technology Applications Center (STAC) 
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Establishes the client's tech­
nical and financial goals, out­
lines alternative sl.Iategics, 
discusses need for patent 
and/or trademark protection, 
recommends support groups 
(such as inventors clubs, the 
Florida Product Innovation 
Center) 

~«tos published daUi on 
size and segmentation of 
potential markets; networks 
within the public and private 
sector to locate market data 

not readily available through 
published sources; identifies 
relevant trndc journals, 
marketing agents, and in­
dustry leaders; interprets 
market data and provides 
assistance in preparing a 
business plan; analyzes 
competition; locates mailing 
lisl.S of potential dealers or 
buyers for products 

Identifies funding oppor­
tunities (e.g., SBIR grnnts) 
for technology-based ven-

Lures; provides lists of ven­
ture capitalists and support 
network; writes, edits, ancl 
evaluates proposals 

Conducts on-line searches of 
U.S. patent files and/or 
world patent files, and of 
U.S. trademark registry or 
stale trademark rcgisu-y; 
reviews absu-acts of paten ts 
for relaled prior art; provides 
full text of patents on re­
quest; provides U.S. 
trademark rcgisu-alion lonns 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, venture 
capitalists, and invention 
developers that have a good 
record, and others who can 
help promote American in­
genuity; must have success­
ful review by membership 
committee and subscribe to 
the Council's code of ethics 

Annual dues of $30 

Twice-monthly meetings in 
Largo and monthly meetings 
in Tampa with topical 
speakers; planning first an­
nual inventors weekend 

Florida. Inventors News 
Digest, a monthly newsletter 

Membership Directory and 
Ref ere nee Book, a guidebook 

Developing a young inven­
tors program 

To encourage and support in­
ventors in development and 
commercialization of new 
products; to provide a network 
for services and information in 
Tampa Bay area and Florida 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Affiliated with Florida 
Entrepreneurship Program, Na­
tional Congress of Inventor Or­
ganizations, Intellectual 
Property Owners, and World In­
tellectual Property Organization 

Tampa Bay Inventor's Council 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Provides critical reviews of 
inventions 

Cosponsors area seminars, 
such as National Innovation 
Workshops 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 

capitalists; provides refer­
rals; and assesses the steps 
needed to commercialize a 
specific invention through 
the Professional Advisory 
Committee, which is com­
posed of experienced profes­
sionals from both inside and 
outside the Council 

PTO publications; publica­
tions about patenting, licens­
ing, and financing 
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iii; 
Inventors and other persons 
interested in intellectual 
property 

Annual dues of $50 for cor­
porate members, $25 for in­
dividual members, and 
$12.50 for long-distance or 
student members 

/;!~ 

To provide e.ducation, self­
help, and volunteer assis­
tance to inventors 

Affiliate.cl with National 
Congress of Inventors Or­
ganimtions 

Inventors Association of Georgia 

34 

Monthly meetings at a res­
taurant, except for Novem­
ber and December. The 
main feature of a regular 
meeting is a member's 
presentation on the progress 
of his or her invention, with 
suggestions and advice from 
the audience. The presenter 
is advised not to reveal the 
novel features of the inven­
tion in order to protect intel­
lectual property rights. 

Monthly newsletter 

Counseling 
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Inventors and other ~rsons 
interested in intellectual 
property 

Annual dues of $50 for cor­
porate members, $25 for in­
dividual members, and 
$12.50 for long-distance or 
student members 
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To provide education, sclf­
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tance LO inventors 

Affiliated with National 
Congress of Inventors Or­
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Inventors Association of Georgia 
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Monthly meetings at a res­
taurant, except for Novem­
ber and December. The 
main feature of a regular 
meeting is a member's 
prcscntat..ion on the progress 
of his or her invention, with 
suggestions and advice from 
the audience. The presenter 
is advised not to reveal the 
novel features of the inven­
tion in order to prolCCt intel­
lectual property rights. 

Monthly newsleuer 

Counseling 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, invention 
developers, and venture 
capitalists 

Must be a serious inventor, 
have ideas, or want to help 
other inventors 

Dues, membership fees, 
fees for services, subscrip­
tions to publications 

Regular monthly meetings 
with speakers; annual con­
ference in November 

Monthly newsletter and an­
nual journal 

Young inventors program 

Offers to sue patent infringers 
on a contingency-fee basis and 
develops ideas into inventions 
for a fee 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and patent 

!l!!!l!!llll!!llllll!I! 
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To stimulate inventiveness; 
help inventors in all phases 
of their work; create new in­
dustry, new jobs, and lower 
the tax rate 

60 chapters; international 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Affiliated with International 
Hall of Fame, World As-
sociation of Inventors 

Inventors Club of America, Inc. 

processes and teaches how to 
shape an idea into an invention 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists; arranges meetings 
among them; provides free in­
ternational distribution of 
ideas or inventions 

Provides free 100-point 
preliminary evaluation and as­
sessment of the market poten­
tial of specific inventions and 

of the steps needed to commer­
cialize them 

Assists with patentability 
searches and in technically 
refining inventions; provides 
financial assistance to reduce 
inventions to practice or to 
develop improvements and for 
commercialization of inven­
tions 

PTO forms and publications; 
publications about patenting, 
licensing, and financing 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
and patent attorneys 

Fees for some services; 
parent institution under­
writes other costs 

To facilitate the dissemina­
tion of patent information 
by making files of patent 
documents and related 
resources available to the 
general public and by 
providing limited ~istance 
in the use of these resources 

National 

Patent Assistance Program 
Georgia Institute of Technology 

lilil 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office Patent Depository 
Library Program 

Occasional workshops or 
meetings 

Counsels inventors on patent 
process in very general terms 

Staff members are available 
to speak to local inventor 
groups and school groups, or 
to give tours of the facilities. 

Asmsts with patentability 
searches 

PfO fonns and publications; 
publications about patenting 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
and patent auomcys 

Fees for some services; 
parent institution undcr­
wri tes other costs 
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To facilitate Lhe dissemina­
tion of patent information 
by making files of patent 
documents and rclal.Cd 
resources available to the 
general public and by 
providing limited a~istancc 
in the use of these resources 

National 

Patent Assistance Program 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office Patent Depository 
Library Program 

Occasional workshops or 
meetings 

Counsels inventors on patent 
process in very genernl terms 

Staff members are available 
to speak Lo local inventor 
groups and school groups, or 
to give tours of the facilities. 

Assists with patcnlability 
searches 

PTO forms and publications; 
publications about patenting 
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Inventors 

Annual dues of$15 

Monthly meetings with topi­
cal speakers; workshops 

The Hawaii Inventor, a 
monthly newsletter 

Serves as a Patent Informa­
tion Center for Hawaii 

Supports state legislation 
favorable to inventors 

To promote and develop the 
innovative and inventive 
talent of the people of the 
State of Hawaii and the 
Pacific Basin 

Hawaii and Pacific Basin 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Affiliated with National 
Congress of Inventor Or­
ganizations 

Inventors Council of Hawaii 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, invention 
developers, and venture 
capitalists 

State of Hawaii; subscription 
fee for journal; fees for in­
cubator services 

To encourage the growth of 
high technology in Hawaii; 
invention must be related to 
one of the following techni­
cal areas: astronomy, 
aquaculture, biotechnology, 
electronic design and as­
sembly, renewable energy, 
software, ocean industties, 
space exploration and 
development, or telecom­
munications. 

Hawaii 

Statewide Strategy for High Technology Growth 
High Technology Development Corporation 

11r11~ 
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Monthly meeting of nine-mem­
ber board of directors, annual 
Governor's Symposium on 
High Technology; periodic semi­
nars on business plans, obtain­
ing venture capital, and 
marketing Hawaii's high-tech 
products; speakers, such as 
Senator Inouye; monthly net­
working meetings 

Hawaii High Tech Journal, a 
quarterly; career-day presenta­
tions at local high schools; 
presentations to technical 
societies and business groups 

( e.g., Rotary, Chamber of Com­
merce) 

Counsels inventors on commer­
cialiration process at the Kaimuki 
Technology Enterprise Center 
(KATIEC); provides referrals to 
financing sources; promotes state 
loan assistance; provides for com­
munication among inventors, 
manufacturers, invention 
developers, patent attorneys, and 
venture capitalists and arranges 
meetings among them; provides an 
assessment of the steps needed to 
commercialize specific inventions, 
and assistance with patentability 

searches through its NASA In­
dustrial Application Center Affiliate 
program; administers Hawaii's 
Small Business Innovation Re­
search (SBIR) grant program, 
which provides state grants of up to 
$25,000 to Phase I awardees that 
conduct their work in Hawaii 

Kaimuke Technology Enterprise 
Center and Manoa Innovation Cen­
ter assist in start-up of high-technol­
ogy companies. Another resource is 
the Hawaii Ocean Science and 
Technology Park, a resource­
oriented high-technology park at 
Keahole Point, Kailua-Kona. 
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Inventors, manufacLUrers, 
patent attorneys, invention 
developers, and venture 
capitalists 

State of Hawaii; subscription 
fee for journal; fees for in­
cubator services 
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To encournge the growth of 
high LCChnology in Hawaii; 
invention must~ related lO 

one of lhe following techni­
cal areas: astronomy, 
aquaculture, biotechnology, 
clccLronic design and as­
scmbl y, renewable energy, 
software, ocean industries, 
space ex pl oration and 
development, or telecom­
munications. 

Hawaii 

Statewide Strategy for High Technology Growth 
High Technology Development Corporation 
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Monthly meeting of nine-mem­
ber board of directors, annual 
Governor's Symposium on 
High Technology; periodic semi­
nars on business plans, obtain­
ing venture capital, and 
marketing Hawaii's high-tech 
products; speakers, such as 
Senator Inouye; monthly net­
working meetings 

Hawaii 1/igh Tech Journal, a 
quarterly; career-day presenta­
tions al local high schools; 
presentations to technical 
societies and business groups 

(e.g., Rotary, Chamber of Com­
merce) 

Counsels inventors on commer­
cialization pn:x~css at the Kaimuki 
Technology Ent.crprisc Center 
(KAITEC); provides referrals to 

financing sources; promotes stat.c 
loan assistance; provides for com­
munication among inventors, 
manufacturers, invention 
developers, patent auomeys, and 
venture capitalists and arranges 
meetings among Lhcm; provides an 
assessment of the steps needed lO 

commercialize specific inventiom,, 
and assistance with patentability 
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searches thruugh 1Ls NASA 111-

dustrial Appl1cat1un Cc!ltcr AL ,J1:.Hl'. 

program; adm1111Sll'.rs I Liwa11 .., 
Small 8usmcss lr1novauon k.\· · 
search (S13IR.) grant prugran,. 
which provides '>late grants ul up Lu 

S25,CXX) LO Phase I :..1wardcl·:-i lllJL 

conduct their work in Hawa11 

Kaimuke Technology Entcrpnsl'. 
Center and Manoa Innovation Cen­
ter assist in st.art-up of high-technol­
ogy companies. Another resource is 
the Hawaii Ocean Science anJ 
Technology Park, a resource­
oriented high-tcz:hnology park at 
Keahole Point, Kailua-Kona. 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent agents and attorneys 

Percentage of intellectual 
property royalties 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Provides critical reviews of 
inventions 

Offers computerized data 
searching and marketing ser­
vices 

To affiliate through con­
tracts and licensing agree­
ments with corporations, 
universities, and institutions 
worldwide 

Local to international 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Idaho Research Foundation, Inc. 
University of Idaho 
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Members must have one 
product marketed or 
patented; associate member­
ship is open to the public at 
large. 

To provide a means by which 
an experienced inventor ( one 
who has succeeded in market­
ing his/her inventions and 
who has gained understanding 
from those experiences) can 
help other inventors with the 
problems, obstacles, and 
frustrations inventors ex­
perience in the process of turn­
ing an idea into a reality 

National; not-for-profit or­
ganiz.ation 

American Inventors Council 
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Seminars with local and na­
tional speakers 

National and local newslet­
ters are planned. 

Involved in the implementa­
tion of the Regional Office 
of Education's INVENT 
AMERICA! and Invention 
Convention 

Provides opportunities for in­
ventors to meet and help 
each other develop different 
approaches in the inventing 
process 

Will provide counseling on 
financing, marketing, licens­
ing and selling patents, 
prototype development, and 
manufacturing 

Will provide a private 
evaluation of ideas and sup­
port to help the inventor suc­
cessfully develop and 
market the ideas 
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Seminars with local and na­
tional speakers 

National and local newslet­
ters arc planned. 

Involved in the implementa­
tion of the Regional Office 
of Education's INVENT 
AMERICA! and Invention 
Convention 

To provide a means by which 
an experienced inventor (one 
who has succeeded in markcl-
i ng his/her inventions and 
who has gained understanding 
from t110sc experiences) can 
help other inventors with the 
problems, obstacles, and 
frustra.tions inventors ex­
perience in the process of turn­
ing an idea into a reality 

National; not-for-profit or­
ganization 

Provides opportunities for in­
ventors to meet and help 
each other develop diff crenl 
approaches in the inventing 
process 

Will provide counseling on 
financing, marketing, licens­
ing and selling patents, 
prototype development, and 
manufacturing 
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Will provide a private 
evaluation of ideas and sup­
port LO help the inventor suc­
cess[ ully develop and 
market the ideas 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, invention 
developers, venture 
capitalists, and government 
officials with interest in sup­
port, development, or 
production of technology to 
promote economic develop­
ment 

Annual dues of $25 to 
$1,000, depending on the 
number of employees 

Monthly meetings with 
speakers; biannual conferen­
ces; special workshops 

Quarterly newsletter 

Tech Connection, a quarterly 
magazine 

Groups to help students 
enter technology-driven 
work force 

To foster the development 
and application of technology, 
enhance the competitiveness 
and economic growth of the 
region, and serve as a mem­
bership organization for tech­
nology-related companies and 
institutions 

Chicago area and Illinois; 
does have national and inter­
national members; not-for­
profit corporation - 501(c)(3); 
affiliated with Illinois 
Software Association 

Chicago High Tech Association 

Provides various counseling 
services as required and as 
available from members 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, venture 
capitalists, and government 
agencies; networking ser­
vices among businesses, in­
vestors, and technologists 

Provides access to financial 
resources for commercializa­
tion of inventions 

Listings of companies in spe­
cialized areas (e.g., biotech­
nology) 
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Inventors, manufacturers, in­
vention developers, venture 
capitalists, universities, inde­
pendent research centers 
with technology with a 
proprietary position 

Divisional and corporate 
seed money 

:11i!lll!l!l!l!l!!!l!!i!i!!!il!l!l!II To identify externally 
developed technology that 
may be licensed or acquired 

International 

Affiliated with Chicago 
High Tech Association and 
Industrial Research Institute 

Corporate Technology Sourcing 
Baxter International 

1111 
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Annual conference 

Baxter Technology Journal, 
an internal publication 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Provides critical review and 
assessment of the market 
potential of specific inven­
tions and of the steps needed 

to commercialize them, if a 
division is interested 

Assists inventors in techni­
cally refining inventions 
until a contract is signed 

Provides financial assistance 
to enable inventors to reduce 
inventions to practice, to 
develop improvements, and 
for commercialization 

Provides assistance with 
patentability searches 

Acquires and invests in com­
panies; licenses patents; 
makes distribution agree­
ments 
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Inventors, manufacturers, in· 
vention developers, venture 
capitalists, universities, indc· 
pendent research ccnLCrs 
with technology with a 
proprietary position 

Divisional and corpornLC 
seed money 

:.:::.:ar••••••••·· 
••>·•·a.····· 
;::o 
...... ::.: .. 0 ......... .. 

•>••(,/)··········· 

::::::;:::::::::::::;:;:;:::-:-:-·-

To idcntif y externally 
developed technology that 
may oc licensed or acquired 

lnLCmational 

Affiliated with Chicago 
High Tech Association and 
Industrial Research InstituLC 

Corporate Technology Sourcing 
Baxter International 
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Annual conference 

Baxter Technology Journal, 
an internal publication 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac. 
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Provides critical review and 
assessment of the market 
potential of specific inven· 
lions and of Lhe steps needed 

to commercialize them, if a 
division is rntcrcstcd 

Assists inventors in techni­
cally refining inventions 
until a contract is signed 

Provides financial assistance 
Lo enable invcnLOrs to reduce 
inventions to practice, LO 

develop improvements, and 
for commercialization 

Provides assistance with 
patentability searches 
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Inventors, manufacturers, in­
vention developers, and ven­
ture capitalists 

A royalty repayment agree­
ment reimburses the State 
of Illinois when the product 
is developed and sold in the 
marketplace. 

To provide financing for ad­
vanced technology projects 
that may not otherwise at­
tract traditional lenders or 
venture capitalists; financial 
aid to businesses using a 
university's assistance to 
create new products or im­
prove manufacturing proces­
ses while creating jobs in 
Illinois 

Illinois 

Illinois Business Innovation Fund 
Illinois Department of Commerce and Community Affairs 

Provides up to $100,000 for 
research and development, 
organizational fees, patent­
ing costs and other profes­
sional charges, capital 
investments, or working 
capital to Illinois businesses 
for projects matched with 
private resources 

Note: The Department of 
Commerce and Community 
Affairs also administers the 
Technology and Product 
Development Program. This 
program, working through 
Technology Commercializa­
tion Centers and eleven 
universities, and Argonne 
National Laboratory and 
Fermi National Accelerator 
Laboratory, provides the fol­
lowing types of assistance: 
feasibility studies and 
evaluation, prototype 

development and new 
product testing; marketing 
assistance and business plan­
ning, commercialization of 
new and advanced tech­
nologies. Ms. Barbara 
Campbell, at the same ad­
dress as above and at (312) 
917-3900, is the manager of 
the Technology and Product 
Development Program. 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, invention 
developers, and technical 
experts at Illinois colleges 
and research laboratories 

$25 fee per search 

Illinois Resource Network 

To enhance the availability 
of technical experts to 
Illinois businesses 

Illinois 

Illinois Board of Higher Education 
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Quarterly newsletter 

Statewide computer-based 
information system to link 
businesses with technology 
experts 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent auomeys, invention 
developers, and technical 
experts at Illinois colleges 
and research laboratories 

$25 fee per search l If 
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Illinois Resource Network 

To enhance the availability 
of technical experts to 
Illinois businesses 

Illinois 

Illinois Board of Higher Education 
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Quarterly newsletter 

Statewide computer-based 
information system to link 
businesses with technology 
experts 

ChrisBacheller 



11111!11 

11111 
/:/:':liiiiii'::/';: 

!illi]I 
{t/(1)\{/ 

llfB~II 

11!11 

Inventors, manufacturers 

Dues (e.g., $125 per year 
for companies); grants and 
contracts ( e.g., with the 
Department of Economic 
Development of the City of 
Chicago) 

Twice-monthly meetings in 
the form of workshops on 
such topics as commercializ­
ing, evaluating, protecting, 
marketing, funding, and 
licensing inventions; Annual 
Inventors' Day Showcase 

Monthly meetings with In­
dustrial Liaison Group with 
Chicago-area industrialists 
to explore ways to apply the 
creativity of inventors to 
manufacturers' needs 

To provide liaison between 
inventors and industries 

U.S. and Canada 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Opportunity Letter, sent 
periodically to mailing list 
of over 2000 inventors, 
publicizes opportunities to 
invent for manufacturers 
with invention needs 

Inventors' Council 
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Inventors, patent agents and 
attorneys, venture capitalists 

The University, the Illinois 
Deparunent of Commerce 
and Community Affairs, 
private gifts 

llllJ 

To promote economic 
development and technol­
ogy transfer as missions of 
the University 

Primarily the Champaign­
Urbana area; secondarily, 
Illinois 

Office of Corporate Relations and Community Development 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
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Sponsors bimonthly 
Entrepreneurship Forums 

Advanced Technology Direc­
tory, published semiannually 

Interfaces with local economic 
development corporations and 
similar groups and facilitates 
communications among 
advanced-technology busi­
nesses in Champaign-Urbana, 
the State of Illinois, and the 
University 

Provides critical review of in­
ventions and assesses the 

market potential of specific in­
ventions and the steps needed 
to commercialize them; coun­
sels inventors on the commer­
cialization and patent 
processes 

Identifies and assists Univer­
sity faculty, staff, and students 
in the establishment of new 
technology-based businesses 
through market analysis, 
prototype development, 
f casibility analysis, business 
plan development, and assis­
tance in obtaining venture 
capital 

Assists inventors in technical­
ly refining inventions; 
provides financial assistance 
to reduce inventions to prac­
tice, to develop improve­
ments, and for commer­
cialization, in the form of 
small grants; offers patent as­
sistance through the 
University's intellectual 
property staff 

Many of the services are 
provided by outside in­
dividuals and groups on a con­
tract basis. 
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Inventors, patent agents and 
attorneys, venture capitalists 

The University, the Illinois 
Deparunent of Commerce 
and Community Affairs, 
private gifts 
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To promote economic 
development and technol­
ogy transfer as missions of 
the University 

Primarily l11e Ctuunpaign­
Urbana area; secondarily, 
Illinois 
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Office of Corporate Relations and Community Development 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
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Sponsors bimonthly 
Entrepreneurship Forums 

Advanced Technology Direc­
tory, published semiannually 

Interfaces with local economic 
development corporations and 
similar groups and facilitates 
communications among 
advanced-technology busi­
nesses in Champaign-Urbana, 
the Slate of Illinois, and the 
University 

Provides critical review of in­
ventions and assesses the 

rnarkcL polcnLial of srX:cific in­
ventions and the steps needed 
lo commercialize them; coun­
sels invenLOrs on l11e commer­
cialization and patent 
processes 

Identifies and assists Univer­
sity faculty, staff, and studcnL~ 
in the establishment of new 
technology -based busi ncsscs 
through market analysis, 
prototype development, 
feasibility analysis, business 
plan development, and assis­
tance in obtaining venture 
capital 

Assists inventors m tcchrncal 
ly refining invcrnions; 
provides financial assistance 
Lo reduce inventions lo pr~iC­
Lice, to develop improvc­
menL'>, and for commcr­
cializalion, in the form ur 
small grants; offers paLcnt as­
sistance through the 
University's intclkctual 
pro~rty staff 

Many of the services arc 
provided by outside in­
dividuals and groups on a con­
trnct basis. 
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Inventors, manufacturers, in­
vention developers, venture 
capitalists; participant 
should be a small business 
with some matching funds, 
and the economy of Illinois 
should benefit from its par­
ticipation 

Illinois Department of Com­
merce and Community Af­
fairs; service fee of $75 per 
case 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists and arranges meet­
ings between them 

Provides critical review of in­
ventions 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and patent 
processes 

lil!l/i/l!i/l!i!i!il!!/ 

To provide commercializa­
tion assistance to small busi­
nesses 

Illinois 

Technology Commercialization Center 
Illinois Institute of Technology 

Provides assessments of the 
market potential of specific in­
ventions and of the steps 
needed to commercialize them 

Assists with patentability sear­
ches 

Provides assistance to inven­
tors in technically refining in­
ventions and financial 
assistance for commercializa­
tion of inventions 

PTO publications; publica­
tions about patenting, licens­
ing, and financing 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, invention 
developers, venture 
capitalists 

State grants and fees for 
some services 

11 

To provide technology com­
mercialii.ation services 

Illinois 

Affiliated with NAMTEC, 
Tech Transfer Society, 
Association of University 
Technology Managers 

Technology Commercialization Center 
Illinois State University 
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Regular meetings every two 
months with topical 
speakers; periodic workshops 

Widgets and Wisdom, 
newsletter 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process 
and the patent process 

Provides critical review of 
inventions 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists and arranges meet­
ings among them 

Assesses market potential of 
and steps needed to commer­
cialize specific inventions 

Provides prototype develop­
ment and product testing as­
sistance 

•• ilil11111\t~ 
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Provides assistance to 
manufacturers in evaluation 
of new products 

Assists with patentability 
searches 

Limited development sup­
port is available. 

PTO forms and publications; 
publications about patenting, 
licensing, and financing 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, invention 
developers, venture 
capitalists 

S talc grants and foes for 
some services I\J 

•o :en 

To provide technology com­
mercialization services 

Illinois 

Affiliated with NAMTEC, 
Tech Transfer Society. 
Association of Uni vcrsity 
Technology Managers 

Technology Commercialization Center 
Illinois State University 

\\/Y/:it 

t!I 
:::··~·)> ·-;:y •• a+:. 
?(!!c%(:!!:i: 

!II 
iiI 

48 

Regular meetings every two 
months with lOpical 
speakers; periodic workshops 

Wid;tets and Wisdom, 
newsletter 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process 
and the patent process 

Provides critical review of 
inventions 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manuf ac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists and arranges meet­
ings among them 

Assesses market potential of 
and steps needed to commcr­
ci~lizc specific inventions 

Provides prototype develop­
ment and prcxiuct testing as­
sistance 

;t ,, 
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-

Provides assistance Lo 

manufacturers in evaluauon 
of new products 

Assists with paLCntability 
searches 

Limited development sur' · 
port is available. 

PTO forms and publications; 
publicaLions about patcriting, 
licensing, and financing 



Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent agents and attorneys, 
venture capitalists, and 
entrepreneurs; Illinois resi­
dent or business 

Minimal $85 charge; Il­
linois Department of Com­
merce and Community 
Affairs and NIU 

Young inventors program 

Speeches to community ser­
vice groups, as well as 
economic development 
groups, trade associations, etc. 

Networks with other 
technology center directors in 
Illinois 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists and arranges meet­
ings among them 

To offer a cost-effective 
source of professional 
guidance, technical resour­
ces, and funding alternatives 
to facilitate the successful 
commercialization of 
technology-based. innovation 

Illinois, especially northern 
Illinois (north of 1-80) 

·.:·:-:-:.;,:. ••.·.:-:.:.:-/\-:.:,:.·::::::::::::::::::;::::::·:,:-:-:-:·· 

Technology Commercialization Center 
Northern Illinois University (NIU) 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and patent 
processes; provides critical 
review of inventions and as­
sessments of the market poten­
tial of specific inventions and 
of the steps needed to commer­
cialize them 

Assists with patentability sear­
ches 

Assists inventors in technical­
ly refining inventions and 
manufacturers in identifying 
new products 

Provides grants to cover 
specific assistance activities, 
including assistance in 
developing and commercializ­
ing inventions 

PTO forms and publications; 
publications about patenting, 
licensing, and financing 
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Inventors, technology-based 
businesses, patent agents 
and attorneys, invention 
developers, venture 
capitalists 

One-time service fee of 
$100; Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Com­
munity Affairs, 
Northwestern University 

;' 

To be a focal point for the 
development of technology 
into products and processes 
for business and industry, 
complementing the teaching 
and research missions of 
Northwestern University 

Local to international 

Technology Commercialization Center 
Northwestern University 

50 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes, including 
referrals to professionals 

Counsels on developing and 
growing technology-based 
businesses 

Supports the development of 
the Northwestern Univer­
sity/Evanston Research 
Park, a joint university/city 
project 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Makes referrals for expert 
advice in technical, market­
ing, patent, financial, and 
business planning areas 

Provides critical review and 
assessment of the market 
potential of specific inven­
tions and of the steps needed 
to commercialize them 

PTO forms 
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Inventors, technology-based 
businesses, patent agents 
and attorneys, invention 
developers, venture 
capitalists 

One-time service fee of 
$100; Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Com­
munity Affairs, 
Northwestern University 

To be a focal prnnt for the 
developmcrll of technology 
into products and processes 
for business and industry, 
complementing the teaching 
and research missions of 
Northwestern University 

Local to international 

Technology Commercialization Center 
Northwestern University 
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Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes, including 
ref errnls to professionals 

Counsels on developing and 
growing technology-based 
businesses 

Supports the developmem of 
the Northwestern Univer­
sity/Evanston Research 
Park, a joint university/city 
project 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, ma11ufac­
turers, invemion developers, 
patenl attorneys, and venture 
capit.alisL"i 

Makes rcferrnls for expert 
advice in technical, market­
ing, patent, financ1al, and 
business planning areas 

Provides cntical rcv1c\\ arid 

assessment ol Lhl'. market 
potential of specific im'l'fl­

tions and of l11c steps nn:d~-z.1 
to comrm:rc1aluc l11cm 

PTU forms 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent attorneys (by refer­
rals), invention developers, 
and venture capitalists; 
small or mid-sized Illinois­
based businesses 

Illinois Department of Com­
merce and Community Af­
fairs; fees for services, cost 
sharing, gifts 

Periodic newsletter 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists and arranges meet­
ings among them 

Provides assistance with 
patentability searches 
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To make the technical and 
managerial resources of the 
University of Illinois at 
Chicago available to assist 
small firms 

Focused on Illinois firms 
and on jobs in the Chicago 
area 

lllllllllllllllll1II 
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Technology Commercialization Program 
University of Illinois at Chicago 

Assists in locating assistance 

Provides critical review of 
inventions and market 
analysis and product 
feasibility assessment for 
specific inventions 

Engineering assistance and 
product testing 

Assists with preparing a busi­
ness plan and gives manufac­
turing and management 
advice 

PTO forms; publications 
about patenting, licensing, 
and financing 
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Small businesses To serve as the first point of 
contact for companies seek­
ing to utilize the resources 
of Purdue University and In­
diana 

Affiliated with Small Busi­
ness Innovation Research 
program and Purdue 
University's Technical As­
sistance Program 

Business & Industrial Development Center 
Purdue University 
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Maintains a data base of test­
ing laboratories and consult­
ants and can assist 
businesses in locating the ap­
propriate sources; maintains 
a listing of company inter­
ests and searches each new 
solicitation for correspond­
ing research topics; forwards 
these results to the company 
along with the solicitation 

Provides financial assistance 
to enable inventors to reduce 
inventions to practice or to 
develop improvements: 
Phase I of the SBIR program 
includes awards of up to 
$50,000 to evaluate the 
scientific/technical merit and 
feasibility of an idea. Phase 
II includes awards of up to 
$500,000 to expand on the 
results and further pursue 
the development from the 
Phase I award. 

Assists companies in locat­
ing Purdue assistance for 
product development and 
testing, technical informa­
tion, R&D funding, and ven­
ture capital; encourages 
advanced-technology in­
dustries to locate in Indiana 
by participating in the 
Department of Commerce's 
Targeted Marketing Program 
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To serve as the first point of 
contact for companies seek­
ing to utilize the resources 
of Purdue University and In­
diana 

Affiliated with Small Busi­
ness Innovation Research 
progrnm and Purdue 
University's Technical As­
sistance Program 

Business & Industrial Development Center 
Purdue University 
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Maintains a data base of test­
ing laboratories and consult­
ants and can assist 
businesses in locating the ap­
propriate sources; maintains 
a listing of company inter­
ests and searches each new 
solicitation for correspond­
ing research topics; forwards 
these results to the company 
along with the solicitation 

Provides financial assistance 
to enable inventors to reduce 
inventions to prnctice or to 
develop improvements: 
Phase I of the SBIR program 
includes awards of up to 
$50,000 to evaluate the 
scientific/technical merit and 
feasibility of an idea. Phase 
II includes awards of up to 
$5CX),000 to expand on the 
resulLS and f urthcr pursue 
the development from the 
Phase I award. 
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Assists companies in locat­
ing Purdue assistance for 
product development and 
testing, technical informa­
tion, R&D funding, and ven­
ture ,:apital; encourages 
advanced-technology in­
dustries to locate in lmfona 
by participating in the 
Departmenl of Commerce's 
Targeted Marketing Program 
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Inventors, patent attorneys, 
and marketing repre­
sentatives 

Annual dues of $25 

Monthly meetings with topi­
cal speakers 

Indiana Inventor, a monthly 
newsletter of 8-10 pages 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

To assist the independent in­
ventor with support, educa­
tion, and networking 

Indiana 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Indiana Inventors Association, Inc. 

Developing data lists of per­
tinent infonnation for the in­
ventor, such as books about 
inventions and about patent­
ing; invention evaluation ser­
vices; products/ideas 
wanted; venture capital, 
marketing, licensing, tech­
nology transfer organiza­
tions and programs 
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Annual dues of $20 To provide a forum for net­
working and an opportunity 
to develop a stronger com­
petitive environment for In­
diana business, academic, 
and research communities 

Affiliated with the (nation­
al) Technology Transfer 
Society 

Indiana Technology Transfer Society 
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Monthly meetings, at which 
a speaker gives a case his­
tory of successful technol­
ogy transfer, provide a 
means of keeping abreast of 
the cutting edge in various 
fields of technology in In­
diana. 

Monthly newsletter 
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To provide a forum for net­
working and an opportunity 
to develop a stronger com­
pctiti ve environment for In­
diana business, academic, 
and research communities 

Affiliated with the (nation­
al) Technology Transfer 
Society 

Indiana Technology Transfer Society 
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Monthly meetings, at which 
a speaker gives a case his­
tory of successful technol­
ogy Lransfer, provide a 
means of keeping abreast of 
the cutting edge in various 
fields of technology in In­
diana. 

Monthly newsletter 
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Approximately 200 mem­
bers, mainly inventors and 
entrepreneurs, but also in­
cluding manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, and ven­
ture capitalists 

Annual dues of $30 ($10 for 
college students and retired 
persons) 

Monthly meetings with topi­
cal speakers 

Monthly newsletter 

Primarily a provider of 
education 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Has available the service to 
critically review inventions 

11111111 

Midwest (Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, Kentucky) 

Not-for profit corporation 

Affiliated with National 
Congress of Inventor Or­
ganizations 

The Inventors and Entrepreneurs Society of 
Indiana, Inc. 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists and arranges meet­
ings among them 

Assesses market potential 
and steps needed to commer­
cialize specific inventions 
on request 

PTO forms and publications; 
publications about patenting, 
licensing, and financing 
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Inventors, small business 
owners and entrepreneurs, 
service providers (e.g., 
patent attorneys) 

$100 per invention assess­
ment 

lnventure 
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Drake University SBDC 
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Evaluates an innovation for 
its marketability based on 
the disclosure and other in­
formation returned on the 
registration and disclosure 
form; evaluations, using 33 
criteria, are performed by 
business persons with ap­
propriate experience 

Participates as a judge in 
young inventors fairs 

Counseling for inventors on 
the commercialization 

To encourage the develop­
ment of valid ideas, through 
various steps, to become 
marketable items 

National,butmarketinge~ 
fons directed toward Iowans 

Affiliated with Drake 
University's Business 
Development and Research 
Institute 

process is available through 
theSBDC. 

Helps match up inventors 
with appropriate business 
persons, whose roles may 
range from advisor to inves­
tor 

Can provide assistance with 
patentability searches 
through consultants 
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Inventors, small business 
owners and entrepreneurs, 
service providers (e.g., 
palent auomeys) 

$ I 00 per invention asscss­
menl 

lnventure 
Drake University SBDC 

To encourngc Lhc develop­
ment of valid ideas, through 
various slcps, Lo become 
marketable items 

National, but marketing ef­
forts directed Loward Iowans 

Affilialcd wilh Drdke 
University's Business 
Development and Research 
Inslilule 
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EvaluaLCs an innovation for 
ilS marketability based on 
the disclosure and other in­
formation returned on the 
regislmlion and disclosure 
form; evaluations, using 33 
criteria, arc performed by 
business persons with ap­
propriate experience 

Participates as a judge in 
young inventors fairs 

Counseling for inventors on 
the commercialization 

process is available through 
the SBOC. 

Helps match up inventors 
with appropriate business 
persons, whose roles may 
nmge from advisor to inves­
tor 

Can provide assistance with 
patcntability searches 
through consultants 
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Small business owner or 
potential owner 

State of Iowa and U.S. 
Small Business Administra­
tion; nominal fees for 
workshops and seminars 

Workshops and seminars 

Innovation in Iowa: A 
Resource Manual, a book on 
how to protect an idea, 
develop a product, and cre­
ate a business based on in­
novation 

Business counseling in a 
number of areas, including 
engineering, technology 
transfer, and feasibility 
studies 

To provide confidential busi­
ness counseling and 
workshops in business 
education fundamentals 

Twelve centers provide 
statewide service. 

Iowa Small Business Development Center 
State of Iowa 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent agents and attorneys, 
invention developers, venture 
capitalists, and manufacturer 
sales representatives having a 
serious interest in inventing, 
having an idea, or wanting to 
help the inventive community 

Annual dues of $35 for in­
dividuals, $20 for associates, 
$100 for business entities, and 
$250 for sustaining member­
ships 

To be a support group and infor­
mation agency for innovative 
persons 

Primarily Kansas, but with 
members in most other states 
and Canada; affiliated with 
United Association of Manufac­
turers Sales Representatives, 
Western Kansas Manufacturers 
Association, Mid America 
World Trade Center 
Not-for profit corporation; 6 ac­
tive chapters, 7 chapters in 
formation 

Kansas Association of Inventors, Inc. {KAI} 

11,1,1 

58 

Annual meeting, monthly 
chapter meetings; hosts 
workshops in other cities and 
annual Inventors Exposition. 

KAI Resource Directory (for 
members only); quarterly 
newsletter 

Promotes INVENT 
AMERICA! and Weekly 
Reader Programs; offers space 
at annual Inventors Exposition 
for school children to exhibit 
inventions 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and patent 
processes; provides for com­
munication among inventors, 
manufacturers, invention 
developers, patent attorneys, 
and venture capitalists and ar­
ranges meetings among them 

Assesses market potential of 
and steps needed to commer­
cialize specific inventions 
using a 39-step evaluation 
process (PIES) and market 
studies by market experts 

Assists with patentability sear­
ches; helps manufacturers 
identify new products; assists 
inventors in technically refin­
ing inventions with use of the 
NASA Tech Brief Database 

PTO forms and publications; 
publications about patenting, 
licensing, and financing; 
NASA Tech Brief Database 
stored on a computer 
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lnvcnlors, manufacLurers, 
patent agcnls and allomeys, 
invention developers, venture 
capitalists, and manufaclurer 
sales representatives having a 
serious inlerest in inventing, 
having an idea, or wanting to 
help the inventive community 

Annual dues of $35 for in­
dividuals, $20 for associates, 
SI 00 for business entities, and 
$250 for sustaining member­
ships 

To be a support group and infor­
mation agency for innovative 
persons 

Primarily Kansas, but with 
members in most other st.ates 
and Canada; affiliated with 
United Association of Manuf ac­
Lurcrs Sales Represen t.ali vcs, 
Western Kansas Manufacturers 
Association, Mid America 
World Trnde Center 
Not-for profit corpornlion; 6 ac­
tive chapters, 7 chapters in 
formation 

Kansas Association of Inventors, Inc. (KAI) 

lit ''; Clayton Williamson 

President 
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Annual meeting, monLhly 
ch,1ptcr meetings; hosLs 

workshops in other ciLies and 
annual Inventors Exposition. 

KAI Resource Directory (for 
members only); quarterly 
newsletter 

Promotes INVENT 
AMERICA! and Weekly 
Reader Programs; offers space 
al annual Inventors Exposition 
for school children Lo exhibit 
invcnLions 

Counsels invenlors on Lhc 
commcn.:ializallou and palcnl 
processes; provides for com­
munication among inventors, 
manufacturers, invention 
developers, patent attorneys, 
and venlurc capitalisL"i and ar­
ranges meetings among them 

Assesses market fX)Lential of 
and slcps needed to commer­
cialize specific inverHions 
usrng a 39-step evaluation 
pnx.:css (PIES) and rnarkd 
studies by market expcrL"i 

Assists with p~lll'lllabil1 t:, "'-·~u 
ches; helps r11a11uL.1ctun.T 
identify new pnxJucl'>; :.h:·l'its 

inventors rn Lcchr11cally n:flll­
ing inventions w llh use u! lt1<..' 

NASA Tech Bncf Dat.alia.Sl'. 

PTO lur111s ~md publtc!lllJ!!S, 
puhlicaLiuns about paLL·ntJllg, 
l1ccnsrng, and C1r1:rnclllg. 
NASA Tt.xh Brid Dautl:l\~· 
slorcJ on J cun1pull'r 
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Entrepreneurs, small and 
medium-sized businesses, 
scientists, and engineers 

Lottery funds, state general 
funds 

Quarterly newsletter 

Annual report 

Provides a technology referral 
service 

Offers research matching 
grants, seed capital investment 
funds, and SBIR matching 
grants 

!l!l!!lil!l!ll!l!l!!ll! 

To effect advanced technol­
ogy innovation in Kansas 
enterprise 

Kansas 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Associated with five centers 
of excellence at four state 
universities in Kansas 

Kansas Technology Enterprise Corporation 
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To promote the use of 
renewable energy resources 
through inventions related 
to renewable energy resour-
ces 

Kentucky 

Alternative Energy Development Program 
KY Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet 

60 

Sponsors meetings dealing 
with alternative energy 
resources 

Provides general advice and 
direction 

Develops data for ascertain­
ing economic and tech­
nological feasibility; staff 
members may serve as state 
contact point for commer­
cialization 

Supplies information about 
alternative energy tech­
nologies, how these tech­
nologies work, and how 
effective they are in Ken­
tucky. Publications are 
reviewed, technologies 
assessed, and information 
developed for distribution to 
the general public. 
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To promote the use of 
renewable energy resources 
through inventions related 
Lo renewable energy resour­
ces 

Kentucky 

Alternative Energy Development Program 
KY Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet 
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Sponsors meetings dealing 
with allemative energy 
resources 

Provides general advice and 
direclion 

Develops data for ascertain­
ing economic and tcch­
nological fcasibilily; staff 
members may serve as state 
contact point for commer­
cialization 

Supplies infonnalion aboul 
allemalive energy tcch­
nologies, how Lhcse tcch­
nologies work, and how 
effective they arc in Ken­
lucky. Publications arc 
reviewed, technologies 
a~scsscd, and informaLion 
developed for distribution to 
the gcncrnl public. 
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Any technology-dependent 
entrepreneur or business; 
various public and private 
entities 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Provides critical review of 
inventions 

Arranges meetings between 
individual inventors and 
manufacturers 

Provides assistance to inven­
tors in technically refin-
ing inventions 

To assist technology-de­
pendent businesses at start­
up or with survival and 
expansion issues 

Louisville area 

Center for Entrepreneurship and Technology 
University of Louisville 

Assists manufacturers in 
identifying new products 

Assists with patentability 
searches 

PTO forms and publications; 
publications about patenting, 
licensing and financing 
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Inventors with patentable 
products, manufacturers, 
patent agents and attorneys, 
venture capitalists, and in­
vention developers 

Registration fee of $100; a 
percentage of future profits 
in exchange for certain con­
sulting services; reimburse­
ment of costs 

iii 

To help· develop new inven­
tions for production in 
Louisiana 

Louisiana and the deep 
South 

Technology Innovation Center {TIC) 
University of Southwestern Louisiana 

62 

TIC's acceptance of a con­
cept or design for develop­
ment depends upon the 
amount of initiative ex­
hibited by the inventor and 
the status of the invention; 
includes a patent or at least a 
patent search (which TIC 
can provide for a fee). 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes; advises in 
the areas of applying for 
government contracts, ob-

taining funds, and allocating 
funds 

Provides assistance with 
detennining patentability 
and filing disclosure docu­
ments; helps inventors select 
a patent attorney; locates a 
company for prototype 
development and testing if 
not done at the university 

Provides assessments of the 
market potential of specific 
inventions and of the steps 

needed to commercialize 
them 

Provides assistance in 
prototype development and 
testing, which would be per­
fonned at the university to 
the extent possible 

Acts as consultant on 
client's behalf in all patent 
processes and contract 
negotiations 
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Inventors with patentable 
products, manufacturers, 
patent agents and attorneys, 
venture capitalists, and in­
vention dcvcloixrs 

Registration f cc of $100~ a 
percentage off uture profits 
in exchange for certain con­
sul ting services; reimburse­
ment of costs 
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To help develop new inven­

tions for production in 
Louisiana 

Louisiana and the deep 
SouLh 

Technology Innovation Center (TIC) 
University of Southwestern Louisiana 
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TIC' s acceptance of a con­
cept or design for develop­
ment deJXnds upon the 
amount of init..iative ex­
hibited by the inventor and 
the status of the invent.ion; 
includes a patent or at least a 
patent search (which TIC 
can provide for a fee). 

Cow1.~Gls invcni.or~ ~>rl Lbc 
commercialization and 
patent processes; advises in 
the areas of applying for 
govcmmcnL contracts, ob-

taining funds, and allocating 
rumb 

Provides assistance with 
determining patentability 
:md filing disclosure docu­
rncnL-;; helps inventors select 

a patent auonH.'.y; locates a 

colllpany for prototype 
development and Le.sung ii 
not <Jone al UH.: uni versi Ly 

Provides assessments of lhc 

market potcnLial of specific 
inventions and of Lhc steps 

1 

nccde.d to cun1mcn.:1J.l1;,t: 
Lhcrn 

Provides assistance m 
protolypc dcvL'loprncrit and 

testing, v. h1ch wuuld tx· lh '­

formed at thl' un1vcrs1t 1 l,, 
the exterll poss1bk 

Ac Ls as cunsulta!ll ur1 
client's bchall 1n all p.itl·11t 

processes and 1.:ur1trau 
ncgol!auuns 
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Inventors and manufac­
turers, who must have a 
business plan and have 
potential for job creation in 
Louisiana, and ( as part of 
management assistance) 
patent attorneys and venture 
capitalists 

Fees for services and rent in 
the incubator 

Weekly meetings with 
speakers, annual conference 

Quarterly newsletter 

Counsels inventors on com­
mercialization and patent 
processes 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists and arranges meet­
ings among them 

lllll!IIJ!l
1
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To foster job creation by as­
sisting start-up businesses 
and small businesses 

Louisiana 

Operated by Control Data 

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::•:•:_. 

Louisiana Business and Technology Center 

Provides critical review and 
assessment of the market 
potential of inventions and of 
the steps needed to commer­
cialize them 

Provides assistance to inven­
tors in technically refining in­
ventions with use of LSU 
resources 

Provides assistance with paten­
tability searches 

Provides assistance to 
manufacturers in identifying 
new products 

Assists inventors, through 
package preparation and con­
tacts, in obtaining financial as­
sistance for refining and 
commercializing inventions 

PTO publications; publica­
tions about patenting, licens­
ing, and financing 
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Inventors, small businesses, 
patent agents and attorneys, 
invention developers, and 
venture capitalists who com­
plete forms describing the 
invention and a preliminary 
management audit 

Fees for services are being 
re-evaluated; licensing or as­
signment of patents, and 
royalties 

:mimiiii 

To assist UNO faculty and 
staff and area residents to 
bring technology they have 
developed to the 
marketplace 

National and international 

Affiliated with Small Busi­
ness Development Center at 
UNO 

Technology Transfer Program 
University of New Orleans {UNO) 
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Technology Transfer Newslet­
ter 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and patent 
processes 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Provides critical review and 
assessment of the market 
potential of inventions and of 

the steps needed to commer­
cialize them; for promising 
technology, will either ~ist 
in marketing the invention or 
forward it to a third-party busi­
ness with expertise in market­
ing new technology 

Provides assistance with 
preliminary patentability 
search and PTO forms (third 
party contractors may handle 
patent applications); provides 
assistance to manufacturers in 
identifying new products 

Administers Operation 
Bootstrap with the Small Busi­
ness Development Center at 
UNO - a program funded by 
Louisiana Power and Light 
Company, designed to foster 
the development of small busi­
nesses in Louisiana; program 
awards four $5,000 prizes an­
nually to help inventors com­
mercialize their inventions 

PTO forms; publications 
about patenting and licensing 



)~:\. 
........ ::c:•:::::··· 

:::::~:r 
·.··.·.·.·.·.·.•.•.·.·.·.·.·.·. 

................... ~·.:.: 

"•·••:•>:Q .. > ... ·-·;.e 

"' J.. 
Q.) 
.c 
E 
Q.) 

~ 

Inventors, small businesses, 
patent agents and attorneys, 
invention developers, and 
venture capitalists who com­
plete forms describing Lhe 
invention and a preliminary 
management audil 

Fees for services arc being 
re-evaluated; licensing or as­
signment of patents, and 
royal Lies 
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To assist UNO faculty and 
staff and area residents LO 

bring technology they have 
developed to the 
marketplace 

Natwnal and international 

Affiliated with Small Busi­
ness Development Center at 
UNO 

Technology Transfer Program 
University of New Orleans (UNO) 
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Technology Transfer Newslet­
ter 

Counsels inventors on Lhc 
commercialization and patent 
processes 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Provides critical review and 
assessment of lhe market 
potential of inventions and of 

the steps needed to commer­
cialize them; for promising 
technology, will either lli>Sist 
in marketing the invention or 
forward it to a third-party busi­
ness with expertise in market­
ing new technology 

Provides assistance wilh 
preliminary patentability 
SClli"ch and PTO forms (third 
party contractors may handle 
p:.Hcn t appl icalions ); prov ides 
assistance Lo manufacturers in 
idcnuf ying new products 
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Adm1mstcrs Opl..'rallon 
BcxJLsLrap w1Lh lhc Small '.Jus1-
ncss Development Center :.H 
UNO --- a program funded by 
Louisiana Power and Light 
Company, designed to foster 
Lhc development of sm:11! busi­
nesses in Louisiana; program 
awards four SS,000 pm.c~ an­
nually LO help inventors CUill · 

rnercializc their inventions 

PTO forms; pulll1cauon-; 

about patcming :.md l1CL'.r1:,mg 



1111 
i{/Mil:1:1:li 

!1111 

1111 
l!l!i!ili!lll!llll!lll!lll!lil!l!l!l! 

)){j){ff\? 

1111111 

11111 
Ilt5iJl: 
rt.=.t:t 

ililiiililiiiliii!iiii 

Iii I ! 

Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent agents and attorneys, 
invention developers, ven­
ture capitalists, and 
entrepreneurs 

Communicative services 
usually free; fees for educa­
tional services, materials, 
and other out-of-pocket ex­
penses 

Regular bimonthly meetings; 
annual (fall) inventors' and 
entrepreneurs' workshop and 
fair with nationally known 
speakers 

Bimonthly newsletter; bul­
letins 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process at 
on-campus meetings and field 
trips 

Provides referrals for critical 
review of inventions and for 

To act as a catalyst to assist 
inventors and entrepreneurs 
in obtaining resources in 
education, screening, 
finance, marketing, and 
commercialization 

Maine 

Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
University of Maine 

sources of financial and patent 
assistance 

Conducts inventors' forums 

Arranges meetings between in­
dividual inventors and 
manufacturers, marketers, 
financial persons 

Provides preliminary assess­
ments of the market potential 
of inventions 

Assists inventors in technical­
ly refining inventions, which 

may involve some cost to the 
inventors, and to manufac­
turers in identifying new 
products 

Provides referrals to sources 
of financial assistance, such as 
grants, venture capital, the 
Maine Capital Network 

PTO forms (in limited quan­
tity), PTO publications; publi­
cations about patenting, 
licensing, and financing 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent agents and attorneys, 
invention developers, ven­
ture capitalists, academic in­
stitutions, and other 
not-for-profit organizations 

Works on a contingency fee 
basis and receives a percent­
age of the royalties from 
successfully secured licen­
ses and other agreements 

EKMS, Inc. 
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Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process 

Provides a critical review 
and assessment of the 
market potential of inven­
tions and of the steps needed 
to commercialize them 

Occasionally assists inven­
tors in technically refining 
inventions and assists 
manufacturers in identifying 
new products 

[:~! 

To maximize the economic 
value of client's research 
via licensing, joint ventures, 
and other partnership agree­
ments 

National 

Business corporation 

Affiliated with Licensing 
Executives Society, Society 
of University Patent Admini­
strators 

Helps inventors, and other 
owners of intellectual proper­
ty, commercialize their in­
ventions or technology by 
finding partners, including 
licensees, software publish­
ers, or distributors 
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Invcmors, manufacLurers, 
palcnl agcnLs and allomeys, 
invenlion developers, ven­
ture capiLaJisLS, academic in­
sLilutions, and oLher 
noL-for-profit organizaLions 

Works on a contingency fee 
basis and receives a percent­
age of Lhe royallics from 
successfully secured licen­
ses and olher agreements 

EKMS, Inc. 
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Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process 

Provides a critical review 
and assessment of the 
market potential of inven­
tions and of lhc steps needed 
to commercialize lhcm 

Occasionally assists inven­
tors in technically refining 
inventions and assisLS 
manufacturers in identifying 
new producLS 

To maxunizc Ll1c ccono1111C 
val uc of cl ienl' s research 
via licensing, joint vemures, 
and ol11er partnership agrcc­
menLS 

National 

Business corporntion 

Affiliated wilh Licensing 
ExccuLives Society, Society 
of Universily PaLCnl Admini­
sLrators 

Helps inventors, and other 
owners of inLCllcclUal proper­
ty, commercialize their in­
ventions or technology by 
finding partners, including 
licensees, soflwarc publish­
ers, or disLributors 
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Most of the 120 members 
are inventors. 

Annual dues of $10 

Ten regular meetings per 
year with topical speakers 

Newsletter published ten 
times per year 

From discussions among 
members and from speakers, 
members receive informa­
tion at meetings about what 
is involved in patenting in­
ventions, and to a lesser ex­
tent, about getting 
inventions into the 
marketplace. 

111111 
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To get realistic information 
to inventors about what is in­
volved in protecting intellec­
tual property, especially 
inventions 

Affiliated with National 
Congress of Inventor Or­
ganizations 

Innovation Invention Network 
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Private and corporate dona­
tions, foundation and 
government grants, and pub­
lications 

: 

To study and encourage the 
understanding of inven­
tion/innovation processes; 
to conduct and encourage 
study, conferences, lectures 
educational courses; to 
facilitate the transfer of tech­
nology to produce useful 
products for society 

National 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Innovative Products Research & Services, Inc. 
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Programs and workshops to 
teach others about invention 
and product development 
processes 

IPRS Update, published at 
least annually 

Works with government 
agencies and nonprofit or­
ganizations to provide tech­
nology transfer counseling 

Works with inventor or­
ganizations to facilitate net­
working 

Maintains a current library 
of references on the role of 
proprietary products in 
economic development and 
manufacturing processes 



Private and corporate dona­
tions, foundation and 
government grants, and pub­
lications 
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To study and encourage the 
understanding of inven­
tion/innovation processes; 
to conduct and encourage 
study, conferences, lectures 
educational courses; to 
facilitate lhe transfer of tech­
nology lo produce useful 
products for society 

National 

Not-for-profit corporation 
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Innovative Products Research & Services, Inc. 

'\'~'!}:J:i:!; 
CJ·,'' 

\{lat/!% 

iil,lii 
68 

Programs and workshops to 
teach others about invention 
and product development 
processes 

IPRS Update, published at 
least annually 

Works with government 
agencies and nonprofit or­
ganizations Lo provide tech­
nology lrdllsfcr counseling 

Works with inventor or­
ganizations to facilitate net­
working 

Maintains a current librMy 
of ref ercnces on lhe role of 
proprietary products in 
economic development and 
manufacturing processes 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, invention 
developers, and venture 
capitalists 

$25 annual dues 

Monthly meetings with 
speakers and workshops; 
cosponsor, with the Boston 
Museum of Science, of the an­
nual Inventors Weekend 

JANE Newsletter, monthly 

Youth Education Program of­
fers assistance to schools 
whose curricula include inven­
tion education; judges for in­
vention fairs and inventors to 
speak at schools. Young in­
ventors are given an oppor-

To provide education, sup­
port, networking 

Eastern New England 

Not-for-profit group 

Affiliated with National 
Congress of Inventor Or­
ganizations 
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Inventors Association of New England 

tunity to display inventions at 
the annual Inventors Weekend. 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and patent 
processes at workshops 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Refers members to SBDCs, 
the Patent Reference Library 
(Boston), etc. 

Provides assessments of the 
market potential of and the 
steps needed to commercial­
ize specific inventions at the 
workshops 

Provides assistance to inven­
tors in technically refining in­
ventions at the workshops 

The Inventors' s Guide-Get­
ting Beyond the Invention, 
and Guide to Developing a 
Business Plan, both by D. 
Job, Haley Publications, used 
in the workshops 
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Inventors, small business 
owners, patent agents and at­
torneys, and venture 
capitalists 

To counsel and train small 
business owners 

Northeastern Massachusetts 

Cosponsored by the Univer­
sity of Lowell and Mas­
sachusetts Department of 
Commerce and Develop­
ment 

Affiliated with Inventor's 
Association of New England 

Small Business Development Center 
University of Lowell Research Foundation 
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Conducts seminars; cospon­
sors conferences on small 
businesses 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Provides preliminary review 
of inventions 

Arranges meetings between 
individual inventors and 
manufacturers 

Performs commercialization 
assessments 

Provides assessments of the 
market potential of inven­
tions and of the steps needed 
to commercialize them 

Assists in developing busi­
ness plans 

Provides infrequent and 
limited assistance to inven­
tors in technically refining 
inventions and to manufac­
turers in identifying new 
products 

Has limited funds for assis­
tance with patentability sear­
ches 

Publications about patent­
ing, licensing, and financing 
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Inventors, small business 
owners, patent agents and at­
torneys, and venture 
capitalists 
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To counsel and train small 
business owners 

Northeastern Massachusetts 

Cosponsored by Lhe Univer­
sity of Lowell and Mas­
sachusetts Department of 
Commerce and Develop-· 
ment 

Affiliated with inventor's 
Association of New England 

Small Business Development Center 
University of Lowell Research Foundation 
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Conducts seminars; cospon­
sors conferences on small 
businesses 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Provides preliminary review 
of inventions 

Arranges meetings bet ween 
individual inventors and 
man ufacturcrs 

Performs commercializauon 
asscssmcnL'i 

Provides asscssrnenL'i of the 
market potential of inven­
tions and of Lhe steps needed 
to commercialize Lhem 

Assists in developing busi­
ne~s plans 
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Provides 111frcqucnt and 
lirnitcx1 assist...11Kc to mvcr1 
tors 111 tcchrm:ally rdir1in 1~ 

invent.ions and to manufac · 
turers in identifying new 
producl" 

Has limited lunds for assis­
tance with patcntability sc.,r­
ches 

Publications about patent­
ing, licensing, and fin,mc rng 
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Inventors, entrepreneurs, 
small businesses that have 
new products or are looking 
for new products 

Support from the Small 
Business Development Cen­
ter at Wayne State Univer­
sity; nominal fees for 
workshops ($15-20) 

Organizes workshops and 
seminars to provide gui.dance 
to help clients protect their 
ideas and gain the benefits of 
their inventions; topics have 
included the evaluation 
process, patent and data-base 
searches, patent applications, 
and cost/benefit analysis 

Provides counseling to guide 
clients through the next step in 
leading the concept to com­
mercial success; topics 
covered are commercial 
feasibility analysis, basic 
market survey techniques, 

tl!CD?tt 
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To provide guidance and 
resource assistance to the 
independent or novice inven­
tor in protecting, evaluating, 
and commercializing new 
ideas and inventions 

Michigan 

Inventor Assistance Center 
Michigan Technological University 

patent application and search 
procedures, copyrights and 
trademarks, and licensing pro­
cedures 

Operates in association with a 
statewide network of agencies 
established to work with in­
ventors; these include the 
Inventor's Council of 
Michigan and the university 
and state-sponsored inventor 
assistance programs. Follow­
ing an initial consultation, 
clients may be referred to one 
of these resources for further 
evaluation of their products or 

ideas. Many referral cases are 
managed at Michigan Tech­
nological University. 

For larger projects, provides 
prototype development and re­
search services using 
Michigan Technological 
University resources on a con­
tract basis 
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Inventors, manufacturers 

Fees for services, such as 
commercial evaluations 
($150) of inventions and 
prototype development 

To move new products into 
the marketplace; to enhance 
economic development and 
technology transfer 

Michigan 

Affiliated with eight SBDCs 
in Michigan; Inventors 
Council of Michigan 

Inventors Center of Michigan 
Ferris State University 

72 

Sponsors an invent-for-the­
handicapped program 

Provides critical reviews of 
inventions 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Provides commercial evalua­
tions of inventions in con-

junction with counseling at 
SBDC 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Distributes "Requests for 
New Product Ideas" nation­
wide to inventors' groups on 
behalf of Michigan-based 
companies; these describe 
characteristics of companies 
and their interests and at­
tempt to induce inventors 

and innovators to contact the 
companies with relevant 
ideas for products 

Uses students in the School 
of Technology's product 
design program to work with 
inventors who lack technical 
skills or a machine shop to 
develop working prototypes 

Provides business start-up in­
cubator services 
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Inventors, manufacturers 

Fees for services, such as 
commercial evaluations 
($150) of inventions and 
prototype development /ltd>>< 
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To move new products inlD 
the marketplace; to enhance 
economic development and 
technology transfer 

Michigan 

Affiliated with eight SBOCs 
in Michigan; inventors 
Council of Michigan 

Inventors Center of Michigan 
Ferris State University 
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Sponsors an invent-for-the­
handicappcd progrnm 

Provides critical reviews of 
inventions 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Provides commercial evalua­
tions of inventions in con-

junction with counseling at 
SBOC 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Distributes "Requests for 
New Product Ideas" nation­
wide to inventors' groups on 
behalf of Michigan-based 
companies; these describe 
characteristics of companies 
and their interests and at­
tempt to induce inventors 

-~ 

and innovators to contacl Lhc 
companies with relevant 
ideas for products 

Uses students in the School 
of Technology's product 
design program to work with 
inventors who lack technical 
skills or a machine shop Lo 
develop working prototypes 

Provides business start-up in­
cubator services 
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Approximately half of the 
members are inventors; 
others are manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, invention 
developers, venture 
capitalists, and accountants 

Annual dues of $40 for in­
dividuals and $1,000 for cor­
porate sponsors 

Monthly meetings with topical 
speakers; Invention Exposi­
tion at which members display 
their ideas 

Monthly newsletter; member­
ship directory 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and patent 
processes by training coun­
selors in the statewide net­
work of SBDCs and 
sponsoring workshop series 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac-

Council of individuals dedi­
cated to assisting each other 
in the invention and innova­
tion processes 

Michigan; chapters in Grand 
Rapids, Traverse City, and the 
Saginaw Bay area 

Not-for-profit corporation; 
affiliated with National Con-
gress of Inventor Organiza-
tions 

Inventors Council of Michigan 
Metropolitan Center for High Technology 

turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists (including the 
Michigan Bar Association, 
universities and technical in­
stitutes, state agencies, small 
business centers, The 
Michigan Technology Coun­
cil, MERRA, Michigan 
Department of Commerce, 
and manufacturers) 

Developed a program in 
which a state university 
prepares commercial 
feasibility evaluations for in-

ventors accessing the system 
via the SBDC network 

Provides assistance to 
manufacturers in identifying 
new products 

Maintains two automobiles for 
members to install and display 
prototypes of automotive-re­
lated inventions and innova­
tions 
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Any person, corporation, as­
sociation, or organization that 
pays the membership dues 
and agrees to be bound by the 
by-laws and articles of incor­
poration; there are four clas­
ses of members (Inventor, 
Active, Certified, and 
Honorary) 

Membership fees that range 
from $15 to $500; Exhibit 
fees at the Annual Congress; 
videotape rentals; "How To 
Do It" Workshops - $50 
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To meet the needs of inven­
tors through education, promo­
tion, and referral 

Serves inventors/ 
entrepreneurs from any 
goographic location 

Not-for-profit organization 

Minnesota Inventors Congress 
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Monthly meetings; Annual Con­
gress with speakers and Inven­
tors Workshop; sponsorship of 
invention events and exhibits, 
and other educational and 
promotional seminars upon re­
quest 

MIC Memo Newsletter, quarter­
ly; guides inventors on resour­
ces for the commercialization 
and patent processes; supports 
and promotes other inventor 
programs 

Assists with and provides finan­
cial support for student inventor 

fairs; hosts the Minnesota Student 
Inventors Congress 

Offers counseling by experts at all 
levels of the invention process at 
the Annual Congress and other 
educational seminars 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists, and resources for meet­
ings between them 

Provides resources for critical 
review of inventions; assists with 
patentability and market potential 

steps needed to commercialize 
specific inventions; assists inven­
tors in technically refining inven­
tions; and aids inventors in 
identifying manufacturing resour­
ces 

Established the Inventors 
Resource Center, which has 
resource files on product protec­
tion, financing, marketing, and 
manufacturing; promotional op­
portunities to invention exhibitors 



(/') 

"O 
C: 
::l 

IJ.. 
II\' 

Q.,; ·-.c 
"' 1-
<l> 
.0 
E 
(l) 

:E 

Any person, corporation, as­
sociation, or organization that 
pays the membership dues 
and agrees to be bound by the 
by-laws and articles of incor­
poration; there arc four clas­
ses of members (Inventor, 
Active, Certified, and 
Honornry) 

Membership fees that range 
from $15 to $500; Exhibit 
f ccs at the Annual Congress; 
videotape rentals; "How To 
Do It" Workshops - $50 
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To meet the needs of 111vcn­
tors through education, promo­
tion, and referral 

Serves in vcmurs/ 
cntrcprcncurs frum any 
gc.ugraph1c kx:auon 

Not-for-profit organization 

Minnesota Inventors Congress 
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Monthly meetings; Annual Con­
gress with speakers and Inven­
tors Workshop; sponsorship of 
invention events and exhibits, 
and other educational and 
promotional seminars upon re­
quest 

MIC Memo Newsleuer, quarter­
ly; guides inventors on resour­
ces for the commercialization 
and palCnt processes; supfX)rts 
and promotes other inventor 
programs 

AssisLs with and provides finan­
cial support for student invcnlor 

fairs; hosts the M innesot.a Student 
In vcmors Congress 

Offers counseling by ex~rts at all 
levels of the invention process at 
Lhe Annual Congress and other 
educational seminars 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manulacLUrcrs, 
patent allomcys, and ventur<.' 
cap1tal1SL"i, and resources for rncct 
lllgs bet ween lhcm 

Pruv ides resources for cnllcal 
n:view of inventions; a.s;s1sL-, w1l11 
patcntability and market fX>lcmial 
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Penny Becker, Coordinator 
P.O. Box 71 
Redwood Falls, MN 56283 
(507) 637-2344 or 
(800) INVENT-1 (Minn. only) 

steps n~dcd to comrnerual11l' 
spcciC1c inwrnions; ass1sL.s; 111vl·r1-
tors in tcdrnically n:finrng rnvcn­
Lions; and aids rnvcmors 1n 
identifying rnanufauunng fl'Suur­
ccs 

EsLJblishcd the lnvcrnms 
RcsourCl' Center, which ki'> 

resource files on pruduct pn>ll'l -
tion, I rnanc ing, rn:1rkl:trn~. :1n,l 

rnanufactunng; prornut1ur1:il \JP 
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Services available to the 
public at large 

Quarterly board meetings; an­
nual conference in September; 
public speaking program 
(speakers include research and 
development experts, federal 
officials, and business 
development experts) 

Minnesota Small Business 
R&D Funding Report, a 
monthly newsletter 

Counsels researchers on 
f cderal funding sources and on 
the commercialization process 
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To assist entrepreneurs with 
new technologies in success­
fully establishing new busi­
ness; to promote and provide 
technical assistance with a 
key federal program for small 
business innovation and 
development 

Minnesota; not-for-profit cor­
poration; affiliated with Minn. 
Dept. of Energy and Econo­
mic Development; U.S. Small 
Business Administration; 
various private companies 

llllllilllill11iilI 
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Minnesota Project Innovation, Inc. 

Conducts workshops and train­
ing sessions to increase aware­
ness and develop skills needed 
for the SBIR competition; 
counsels inventors on patent 
process, for SBIR competitive 
firms; reviews SBIR proposals 
and business plans 

Provides referrals to inventors 
for sources of technical assis­
tance in refining inventions 

Provides an assessment of the 
steps needed to commercialize 
a specific invention if ap­
propriate for SBIR 

Provides financial assistance 
for commercialization of in­
ventions for SBIR award-win­
ning firms 

Serves as an advocate for 
grant and funding requests; 
will assist with unsnarling red 
tape and developing support 

Publications about patenting 
and financing 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
and, ( as referral sources) 
patent attorneys and venture 
capitalists 

Fees are paid by companies 
seeking innovations 11 
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To match the interests of 
companies seeking innova­
tions with individuals or cor­
porations who have them 
for sale or license 

National 

Business corporation 

Affiliated with Minnesota 
New Venture Collaborative 

New Venture Research Corporation 
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Articles within New Venture 
Review, the monthly publica­
tion of the Minnesota New 
Venture Collaborative 

Inventors will have their in­
novations listed in a data set 
of inventions for sale or 
license. 

Assists manufacturers in 
identifying new products 
and available technologies 
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lnvenlOrs, manufacLurers, 
and, (as refcmtl sources) 
patent atlOmeys and venture 
capitalists 

Fees arc paid by com panics 
seeking innovations 11111 
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To match the interests of 
companies seeking innova­
tions with individuals or cor­
porntions who have them 
for sale or license 

National 

Business corporntion 

Affiliated with Minnesota 
New Venture Collabornti vc 

New Venture Research Corporation 
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Articles wilhin New Venture 
Review, lhe monthly publica­
tion of the Minnesota New 
Venture Collaborative 

InvenlOrs will have their in­
novations listed in a data set 
of inventions for sale or 
license. 

Assists manuf acwrers in 
identifying new products 
and available technologies 
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Inventors 

Nominal fee for attending 
workshops and cosponsor­
ship by civic or educational 
organizations in the com­
munities where the 
workshops are being held 

Sponsors mini-workshops 
on topics of interest to inven­
tors in small communities 
(such workshops are other­
wise unavailable outside of 
the Twin Cities and Duluth) 

Provides expert speakers for 
the workshops 

To sponsor mini-workshops 
on topics of interest to in­
ventors in small com­
munities 

Not-for-profit organization 

Affiliated with Inventor and 
Technology Transfer Society 

:\ 

Rolling Inventors Education Network 
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Inventors, entrepreneurs, 
and small-businesspersons 

To encourage and assist in­
ventors, entrepreneurs, and 
small businesses to develop 
new products and processes 
for continued economic 
development in southwest 
Minnesota 

Southwest Minnesota 

Science & Technology Resource Center 
Southwest State University 
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Inventors, entrepreneurs, 
and small-businesspersons 
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To encourage and assist in­
venlors, entrepreneurs, and 
small businesses to develop 
new products and processes 
for continued economic 
development in southwest 
Minnesota 

Southwest Minnesota 

Science & Technology Resource Center 
Southwest State University 
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Inventors and others who 
are interested in helping in­
ventors achieve success 

Functions as a clearinghouse 
for information; provides or­
ganizational support and helps 
with the problems that arise in 
the development and market­
ing of inventions 

Facilitates the transfer of tech­
nology from the private inven­
tor to the marketplace 

Provides ongoing education in 
the innovation process 

Acts as a liaison to other in­
ventor organizations 

To provide a forum for the dis­
cussion of problems common to 
private inventors illlillliiliilf llllill~ Ill llill llililili 

llllllllli;IIIII 

Society of Minnesota Inventors 
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Inventors and would-be in­
ventors 

Annual dues of$12 

Mississippi and eastern 
Louisiana 

Affiliated with National 
Congress of Inventor Or­
gani7.ations 

Confederacy of Mississippi Inventors 

II 
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Quarterly meetings 

Tinkers Gazette, a quarterly 
newsletter 

Sponsors invention fairs at 
schools to encourage 
children to develop an early 
interest in inventing 

Counsels inventors on the 
patent process 

Maintains a library of over 
200 volumes on engineering, 
inventing, and protecting 
property rights in inventions 
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Inventors and would-be in­
ventors 

Annual dues of $12 
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Mississippi and c.astcm 
Louisiana 

Affiliated with National 
Congress of Inventor Or­
ganizations 

Confederacy of Mississippi Inventors 
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Quarterly mc.ctings 

Tinkers Gazelle, a quarterly 
newsleuer 

Sponsors invention fairs at 
schools to cncountge 
children to develop an early 
interest in inventing 

Counsels inventors on the 
patent process 

Maintains a library of over 
200 volumes on engineering, 
inventing, and proLCcting 
property rights in inventions 
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Inventors, entrepreneurs, 
patent attorneys, invention 
developers, and venture 
capitalists 

Fees for services; royalties or 
licensing fee on products 
developed and commercial­
ized 

Annual conference 

Informal newsletter 

Provides marketing advice 

Provides critical review of 
inventions using a recently 
established procedure 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 

To accept and evaluate 
product concepts from 
entrepreneur/inventors with 
the Breeder providing venture 
capital, development, man­
ufacturing, and/or marketing 
support; to provide similar ser­
vices for government labor­
atory technology transfer 
projects; national; business 
corporation; a joint venture of 
Triton Systems, Inc., and 
Delta Enterprises of Green­
ville, Miss. 

capitalists and arranges meet­
ings among them 

Provides free evaluations of 
the market potential of in­
ventions 

Develops business plans for 
getting products to market 

Provides assistance to inven­
tors in technically refining 
inventions and to manufac­
turers in identifying new 
products 

Gulf Coast Breeder 

Provides financial assistance 
to enable inventors to reduce 
inventions to practice or to 
develop improvements 

Provides financial assistance 
for commercialization of 
inventions 

Provides manufacturing sup­
port 
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Primarily inventors, with a 
few manufacturers, a patent 
attorney, and a repre­
sentative of the Department 
of Economic Development 
(DED). Upon payment of 
dues and acceptance by a 
vote of the membership 

Annual dues of $24; 
newsletter 

llli!l•IIIIII 
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To promote economic develop­
ment and assist individuals, 
whether members or not 

Mississippi 

Not-for-profit corporation 
chartered by the State of 
Mississippi 

Receives advice from the Mis­
sissippi Department of 
Economic Development (DED) 

Society of Mississippi Inventors 
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Monthly meetings; an inven­
tion fair is in the planning 
stages 

Monthly newsletter 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and patent 
processes 

Members serve as judges for 
public schools, at invention 
fairs; they also speak to stu­
dents. 

Members provide evaluations 
of inventions as to prac-

ticality, marketability, 
manufacturability, and paten­
tability. 

Surveyed 760 Mississippi 
manufacturers and found ap­
proximately 120 that were in­
terested in product innovation; 
a D-Base III program is used 
to identify those interested 
manufacturers; contacts are 
routinely made for those in­
ventors whose inventions have 
been assessed positively by 
the group 

Refers inventors who wish to 
commercialize their own work 
or are in need of financial as­
sistance to DED; refers those 
in need of patent assistance to 
patent attorneys 

PTO publications and publica­
tions about patenting and 
licensing 
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Primarily invenlors, wilh a 
f cw manufacturers, a patent 
attorney, and a rcprc­
sentati ve of the Department 
of Economic Development 
(OED). Upon payment of 
dues and acceptance by a 
vote of the membership 

Annual dues of $24; 
newsletter 
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To promote economic develop­
ment and assist individuals, 
whelher members or not 

Mississippi 

Not-for-profit cori.xxation 
chartered by the S Late of 
Mississippi 

Receives advice from the Mis­
sissippi Department of 
Economic Development (OED) 

Society of Mississippi Inventors 
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Monthly meetings; an inven­
tion fair is in the planning 
stages 

Monthly newsletter 

Counsels invcmors on the 
commercialization and patent 
processes 

Members serve as judges for 
public schools, at invention 
fairs; they also speak to stu­
dents. 

Members provide evaluations 
of inventions as to prac-

ticality, marketability, 
manufacturability, and patcn­
tabilily. 

Surveyed 76{) Mississippi 
manufacturers and found ap­
proximately 120 that were in­
terested in product innovation; 
a D-Basc 111 program is used 
to identify those intcrcslc<l 
manufacturers; contacLs arc 
rouunely made for Lhose in­
ventors whose invcnuons have 
been assessed rx)sil.ivcly by 
the group 
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Refers inventors who wish to 
commercialize their own work 
or arc in need of financial as­
sistance to DED; rckrs those 
in ncc<l of patent assista11c(: tu 

patent auome ys 

PTO publicalions and puL,l1ca­
tions aboul palcrHing and 
licensing 
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Inventors, investors, 
entrepreneurs, and small busi­
ness persons 

State supported; when Mis­
souri Ingenuity spends legal, 
patent, bookkeeping, or 
market research dollars, either 
the client may, by prior agree­
ment, be charged for these ser­
vices or MI may add these 
expenses into its equity posi­
tion with the new company 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Provides general consultation 
and advice about commer­
cializ.ation 
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To develop the creativity and 
assets of Missouri into suc­
cessful businesses 

Missouri 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Jointly sponsored by the State 
of Missouri, the City of 
Columbia, and the University 
of Missouri 

Columbia Venture Club 
Missouri Ingenuity, Inc. (Ml) 

83 



Invention evaluation fee of 
$100; Evaluation Manual -
$12.50; Invention Services 
brochure - $1.00 

Innovation Institute 
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Evaluation Manual and Inven­
tion Services brochure 

Evaluates inventions using 
Process Innovation Evaluation 
System (PIES); developed 
PIES, which has been used for 
over 7,000 evaluations 

Provides referrals; new busi­
ness start-up and business 
planning counseling; fee­
based business plan prepara­
tion services; inventors' 
service program in which in­
ventors groups, service 
providers, government agen-

I 

To provide invention evalua­
tion and technology transfer, 
business planning, and new 
venture start-up assistance 

International 

Business corporation 

Affiliated with American 
Marketing Association; Inter­
national Council of Small 
Business 

cies, universities, and others can in­
itiate a commercial evaluation service 
at virtually no cost 

Publishes a brochure to help inventors 
select invention evaluation and market­
ing services, includes a disclosure 
form to be completed by inventor ser­
vice firms and financiers; a second 
brochure will explain the commercial 
evaluation process and what to look 
for in an evaluation service 

Uses the PIES format as the first step 
in the commercialization process and 
maintains an informal network for fol­
low-on assistance 

Developing a format for using busi­
ness students to provide research/tech­
nology transfer assistance to inventors 

Assists large and small businesses by 
prescreening inventions; conducts re­
search to improve commercial evalua­
tion procedures; provides testimony to 
state and national legislatures and 
regulatory bodies concerning the needs 
of inventors 

Will serve as an evaluator of un­
solicited inventions for corporations 
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Invention evaluation fee of 
$100; Evaluation Manual -
$12.50; Invention Services 
brochure - $1.00 

Innovation Institute 
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Evaluation Manual and Inven­
tion Services brochure 

Evaluates inventions using 
Process Innovation Evaluation 
System (PIES); developed 
PIES, which has been used for 
over 7,000 evaluations 

Provides referrals; new busi­
ness st.a.rt-up and business 
planning counseling; f cc­
based business plan prcparn­
tion services; inventors' 
service program in which in­
vcnLors groups, service 
providers, government agcn-
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To provide invention evalua­
tion and technology transfer, 
business planning, and new 
venture st.art-up assistance 

International 

Business corporation 

Affiliated with American 
Marketing Association; Inter­
national Council of Small 
Business 

cies, universities, and others can in­
itiate a commercial evaluation service 
at virtual 1 y no cost 

Publishes a brochure to help inventors 
select invention cvaluat.ion and market­
ing services, includes a disclosure 
form to be completed by inventor ser­
vice fim1s and financiers; a second 
brochure will explain the commercial 
evaluauon process and what to kx)k 
for in an evaluation service 

Uses the PIES fonnat as the first step 
in the commercialization process and 
maint.ains an mformal network for fol­
low-on assistance 
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Developing a formal for usmg bus1 
ncss sludents to provide rcscarch/i.l'Ch· 
nology transfer a'isist.ancc to invL·.itors 

AssisL'i large and small businesses by 
prcscrccning inventions; conducls re­
search to improve cummcrcial cv~!iw­
tion procedures; prov1cks tcsurnor1y Lu 
state and national lcg1sL!Lun.:s and 
regulatory bodies cunccrn111g th,· :.(Tds 

or inventors 

Will serve as an evaluator ol u11-

solicitcd inventions for corporat1(ms 
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Inventors, authors of artistic 
works, manufacturers, inves­
tors, attorneys, accountants; 
open to anyone who deals 
with patents, trademarks, and 
copyrights 

Annual dues ($35 for regular 
individual members, $250 for 
corporate, and $1,000 for sus­
taining), grants, contributions, 
fairs, and conferences 

Monthly meetings; "Innovator­
Industrial Interfaces" seminars, 
conducted in conjunction with 
St. Louis Community College 
District, bring inventor/in­
novators together with industry 
distributors and manufacturers 
to exchange information; 
workshops conducted by in­
dustry experts assist individual 
inventors in product develop­
ment areas 

The Big Idea, a monthly 
newsletter; Advanced Technol­
ogy Guide to the St. Louis 
Metropolitan Region, listing 

To promote and encourage in­
vention and innovation 
through a network by which 
mutual support and encourage­
ment can be given and 
received 

Regional, with members from 
six states; not-for-profit 
corporation; affiliated with 
Missouri Small Business 
Development Center and St. 
Louis University Entre­
preneurial Studies Program 

._.:.:,•,::::::::::::::::::::::;:;:::::: .. :;::::::::::::::::::::;:·:·:;:;:;:; 

Inventors Association of St. Louis 

businesses interested in providing profes­
sional, product-development, production, or 
capitalization services to emerging busi­
nesses 

Videotapes of programs 

Teaches gifted children in three programs; 
contributes plaques and cash awards to the 
Science Fair's "Best Invention" winner; co­
sponsor of programs with the St. Louis 
Science Center 

Provides for communication among inven­
tors, manufacturers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture capitalists and 
arranges meetings among them through an 

extensive referral system; counsels inven­
tors on the commercialization and patent 
processes; assesses the steps needed to com­
mercialize specific inventions; assists inven­
tors in technically refining inventions 
through referrals to various university and 
other technology centers and to manufac­
turers in identifying new products and inven­
tions to order; and provides at no cost 
"quick and dirty" patentability searches 
with DIALOG in the Association office 

PTO forms and publications; publications 
about patenting, licensing, financing; exten­
sive collection of material on all phases of 
business development 
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Membership restricted to in­
ventor groups in Missouri 

Membership dues of $55 an­
nually in the member 
inventors' associations in­
cludes their membership in 
the state association. 

Ill 

To provide services, informa­
tion, networking, programs, and 
contact to the five inventors• as­
sociations in Missouri 

Missouri 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Affiliated with Inventor As­
sociation of St Louis and 
inventors· associations in Rolla, 
Springfield, Columbia/Jefferson 
City, and Kansas City 

Missouri Inventors Association 
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Invention fairs, an annual con­
ference, and seminars 

Advanced Technology Guide 

Monthly newsletter 

Presents testimony for legisla­
tive and policy hearings at 
federal and state levels for 
protection of inventors, and/or 
funding for the organizations 

As requested by member 
groups, counsels inventors on 
the commercialization and 
patent processes; facilitates self-

evaluation of inventions by the in­
ventors; assists inventors in techni­
cally refining inventions and with 
patentability searches 

Exchanges information among 
member groups on invention, in­
novation, organizational manage­
ment and policy, including 
invention marketing scams, and 
SBIRgrants 

Developing a computerized data 
base for inventors, industry, and in­
vestors to match inventors with in­
dustries that want new products and 
"invention to order"; investment op-

; .... ~.;.;:~-·-·-·:.::::·:·~::::._._.: ... · .... ·. ·.·.·::: ..... 

portunities; agents and brokers in 
particular industries; legitimate 
licensing opportunities; technology 
exchange and promotion ( data base 
is operational for Missouri) 

Serves as a clearinghouse for 
authentication of ethical, honest, 
legitimate inventors' organizations 
and industry representatives 

PTO forms and publications; publi­
cations about patenting, licensing, 
and financing 
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Membership restricted to in­
ventor groups in Missouri 

Membership dues of $55 an­
nually in the member 
inventors' associations in-
cl udcs their membership in 
the state association. 
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To provide services, informa­
tion, networking, progrnms, and 
contact to the five inventors' as­
sociations in Missouri 

Missouri 

Not-for -profi L corporntion 

Affiliated with Inventor As­
sociation of SL Louis and 
inventors' associations in Rolla, 
Springfield, Columbia/Jefferson 
City, and Kansa'i City 

Missouri Inventors Association 
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Invention fairs, an annual con­
ference, and seminars 

Advanced Technology Guide 

Monthly newsletter 

Presents testimony for legisla­
tive and policy hearings at 
federal and state levels for 
protection of inventors, and/or 
funding for the organizations 

As r~uestcd by member 
groups, counsels inventors on 
the commcrciali;,1.llion and 
patent processes; facilitates self-

evaluation of inventions by the in­
vcmors; assisL"i inventors in techni­
cally refining inventions and with 
patent.ability searches 

Exchanges information among 
member groups on invention, in­
novation, organizational manage­
ment and policy, including 
invention marketing scams, and 
SBIRgranlS 

Developing a computerized data 
base for invcnLors, indusLry, and in­
vestors Lo match invenlOrs with in­
dusLries Lhal want new products and 
"invention to order"; invcsum:nt op-
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cations about p~tLenung, l1l'cr131ng, 
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The Alliance's Seed Capital 
Investment Program has 
management authority for 
five years over $7 .5 million 
from the In-State Invest­
ment Program, a portion of 
the Coal Severance Tax 
Trust. 

Annual Montana Venture 
Capital Forum 

MSTA Report, a quarterly 
newsletter; also a biennial 
report 

The Alliance may invest up 
to $350,000 in a single 
round or up to $750,000 
over multiple investment 
rounds in any one technol­
ogy-based company seeking 
to commercialize its product 
or process that the board 

To provide a source of funds 
to early-stage, technology­
based companies seeking to 
commercialize products or 
processes in Montana that 
meet the Alliances investment 
criteria 

Montana 

State-sponsored investment 
program administered by the 
Montana Department of Com­
merce 

... ::::::::::;:;:;::::.:-:-;-::;:;:;:;:;:::::::;:;:;::::~:/:i:i:i:i:i:~:i:;:;:;::::::::::: 

Montana Science and Technology Alliance 

determines meets its seed 
capital investment criteria 
and is either located in or 
planning to locate in Mon­
tana. 
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Subject matter must be re­
lated to energy conservation 
or renewable energy, and 
the project must be located 
in Montana. 

State of Montana's Coal 
Severance Tax 
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To reduce the state's 
reliance on fossil fuels 
through increased use of 
conservation, solar, wind, 
geothermal, small-scale 
hydropower and biomass 
energy alternatives 

Montana 

Renewable Energy and Conservation Program 

1
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Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation 
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Information dissemination 
and technical assistance is 
provided to individuals and 
entities in Montana or plan­
ning to do business in Mon­
tana; assistance ranges from 
the formative stages of 
projects, where presenta­
tions to groups are most ef­
fective, to assisting new 
firms in the permitting 
process. 

Provides financial assistance 
in the form of grants for 

projects in research, develop­
ment, and demonstration 
stages 

Provides financial assistance 
in the form of loans for 
projects that have reached 
the commercialization stage 

When the need for a par­
ticular project has been iden­
tified, a formal Request for 
Proposals is sent out inviting 
qualified individuals and or­
ganizations to bid competi­
tively. 
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Subjccl matter musl be re­
lated to energy conservation 
or renewable energy, and 
the project must be localed 
in Montana. 

State of Montana's Coal 
Severance Tax 
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To reduce the st.ale's 
reliance on fossil fuels 
through increased use of 
conservation, solar, wind, 
geothermal, small-scale 
hydropower and biomass 
energy alLemaLives 

Montana 

Renewable Energy and Conservation Program 
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,.· .. ·.·.·.·.·.-,·.·.· ... ·. 

!~i 
::ru•:•·:· 
-::·:,-.·: 
::\>: 
.·····:·1,.;,···· 

\<l)>/ :···w.· .. ·::·: 
···:.::>.;..:· 
>> >(/) ... 
/:}~> 
:··, .......... ·.·.·· 
. ·;: 
'·•--:-: 

I•••~••t.• 

88 

InformaLion disseminalion 
and technical assistance is 
provided to indi victuals and 
entities in Montana or plan­
ning to do business in Mon­
tana; assistance ranges from 
the formative stages of 
projects, where presenta­
tions to groups are mosL ef­
fccli ve, to assisting new 
firms in the permitting 
process. 

Provides financial assistance 
in the form of grnnts for 

projects in research, develop­
ment., and demonstration 
stages 

Provides financial assistance 
in the fonn of loans for 
projects that have reached 
the commcrciali;r...alion stage 

When the need for a par­
ticular project has been idcn­
Lified, a formal Request for 
Proposals is scnl out inviting 
qualified individuals and or­
gani1...alions to bid competi­
tively. 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
venture capitalists 

Support by Kearney 
Development Council 

Monthly meetings with 
speakers; monthly tours of 
local facilities 

Monthly newsletter 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and patent 
processes 

Provides critical review of in­
ventions 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 

::titanr::: 

Ill 

To assist inventors in the 
commercial development of 
their ideas 

Kearney and surrounding 
region 

Member of a loose network 
of inventor organizations 
fostered by the U.S. Small 
Business Administration 

Kearney Inventors Association 

capitalists and arranges meet­
ings among them 

Provides referrals to Nebraska 
Business Development Center 
for management assistance, or 
to Nebraska Technical Assis­
tance Center for engineering 

Provides assistance with paten­
tability searches 

Provides assessments of the 
market potential and of the 
steps needed to commercialize 
specific inventions 

Assists inventors in technical­
ly refining inventions and 
manufacturers in identifying 
new products 

Provides financial assistance 
to enable inventors to reduce 
inventions to practice or to 
develop improvements 

Provides financial assistance 
for commercialization of 
inventions 

Publications about financing 
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Inventors, manufacturers, in­
vention developers 

Dues of $5 per member, 
some support from the State 
Department of Economic 
Development and the 
University of Nebraska 

ll 

To facilitate networking 
among inventors; presenta­
tions by financial, technical, 
and manufactwing experts; 
tours of local industrial opera­
tions 

Lincoln and surrounding area 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Member of a loose network of 
inventor organi7.ations 
fostered by the U.S. Small 
Business Administration 

Lincoln Inventors Association 
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Monthly meetings with topi­
cal speakers 

Provides speakers for local 
school classes 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Arranges critical reviews of 
inventions 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac-

turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Provides an assessment of 
the steps needed to commer­
cialize specific inventions 

Assists inventors in techni­
cally refining inventions 
through the Nebraska Tech­
nical Assistance Center 

Tries to provide assistance 
to manufacturers in identify­
ing new products 

Assists with patcntability 
search 

PTO forms and information 
bulletins; publications about 
patenting and licensing in­
ventions, and about obtain­
ing financing 



:::::::::::':::::::::;:::::::::::: 

.::,•••t,t••··· 
,:: ..• :.to .. :.:. 

·~I 
:::,,:::.::r;::':: 

'Qt· 
:::E> 

::•:::{~······· •:::.:·•·(!):.·•>:·· 
\.Q .. 

:.·.· .• ·.·:.·:.:E··< 
' . . . . . . . . 

?>:~<: 

Inventors, manufacturers, in­
vention developers 

Dues of $5 per member; 
some support from the Slate 
Department of Economic 
Development and the 
University of Nebraska 

Q)/< 
a_<< 

:_::.:.::0:::/ 
:><0>< 
<<en<? 

To facilitalC networking 
among invenLOrs; presenta­
tions by financial, technical, 
and manufacturing experts; 
tours of local industrial opera­
tions 

Lincoln and surrounding area 

Not-for-profit corporntion 

Member of a loose network of 
inventor organi7.ations 
foslercd by the U.S. Small 
Business Administration 

Lincoln Inventors Association 
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Monlhly meetings with topi­
cal speakers 

Provides speakers for local 
school classes 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Arranges critical reviews of 
inventions 

Provides for communication 
among invemors, manufac-

turers, invention developers, 
patent atLOmeys, and venture 
capitalists 

Provides an assessment of 
the steps needed to commer­
cialize specific inventions 

AssisL\ inventors in techni­
cally refining inventions 
through the Nebraska Tech­
nical Assistance Ccmer 
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Tries to provide ass1sLancc 
to manufacturers in idcntil y­
ing new products 

Assists with patent.ability 
search 

ITO forms and inforrnat11.J11 
bulletins; publications aboul 
patenting and licensing in­

ventions, and about obtain­
ing financing 
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Inventors, manufacturers, in­
vention developers, and ven­
ture capitalists 

Equity for services, and an­
ticipated public- and private­
sector support 
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Rutgers, as the State Univer­
sity, accepted a mandate to 
promote entrepreneurship in 
New Jersey to ultimately 
lead to benefits to the State 
and the University. 

New Jersey 

Btl lllrlliil?llililllli\~III Iii 
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Corporation for the Application of Rutgers Research 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Provides critical review of 
inventions 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists and arranges meet­
ings among them 

Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey 

Provides assessments of the 
market potential of specific 
inventions and of the steps 
needed to commercialize 
them 

Assists inventors in techni­
cally refining inventions and 
manufacturers in identifying 
new products 

Assists with patentability 
search on a case-by-case 
basis 

PTO publications 

91 



1111 

Inventors, entrepreneurs, 
patent attorneys, educators, 
and other individuals inter­
ested in innovation 

Annual dues of $20; 
newsletter subscriptions 

II 

To provide a forum where 
inventors can help one 
another and network 

National 

Not-for-profit corporation 

National Society of Inventors 
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Monthly meetings with 
speakers; annual conference; 
roundtable patent critiques 

Monthly newsletter 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Provides critical review of 
inventions. 

Participates in state and 
school young inventors' pro­
gram 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Identifies sources of finan­
cial assistance 

Provides an assessment of 
the steps needed to commer­
cialize specific inventions 

Assists with patentability 
searches 

PTO forms and publications; 
publications about patenting, 
licensing, and financing 
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Inventors, entrepreneurs, 
patent attorneys, educators, 
and other individuals inter­
ested in innovation 

Annual dues of $20; 
newsleucr subscriptions 

To provide a forum where 
inventors can help one 
another and network 

National 

Not-for-profit corporntion 

National Society of Inventors 
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Monthly meetings with 
speakers; annual conference; 
roundtable patent critiques 

Monthly newsletter 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Provides critical review of 
inventions. 

Participates in state and 
school young inventors' pro­
grnm 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Identifies sources of finan­
cial assistance 
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Provides an assessment o'. 
the steps needed Lo comm .:r­
cializc specific invcnLions 

Assists with patentabiliLy 
searches 

PTO forms and publications; 
publications about patenti. g, 
licensing, and financing 
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Fledgling companies 
specializing in research, 
development, or light 
manufacturing 

Fees for services, including 
rent 

New Mexico State Univer­
sity is building Arrowhead 
Research Park adjacent to its 
campus; the master plan in­
cludes the Genesis Center, a 
technology transfer facility 
to provide R&D space for 
fledgling companies. 

To provide a technology 
transfer center with research 
and development space 

National 

The Genesis Center 
New Mexico State University 
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For the Technology Commer­
cialization Office, clients 
must be New-Mexico-based 
enterprises; acceptance is 
based upon merit and 
likelihood of success and fol­
lows a formal application 
process with a critical review. 

Primarily state funding, with 
some cost reimbursement for 
computer data-base surveys 

1111 

Created by statute to enhance 
the economic well-being of the 
citizens of New Mexico 
through the financial support of 
R&D work by private, profit­
making companies and by 
institutions of higher learning 

The State Science and Technol­
ogy Commercialization Com­
mission is the governing body 
of the NMRDI; the Technology 
Commercialization Office is af­
filiated with the University of 
New Mexico. 

New Mexico Research and Development Institute 
(NMRDI) 
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Monthly newsletter 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and patent 
processes; active business 
development assistance and 
guidance 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists and arranges meet­
ings among them 

Provides critical reviews of in­
ventions; assessments of the 

market potential of specific in­
ventions and of the steps 
needed to commercialize them 
for accepted clients; assists in­
ventors with patentability sear­
ches with limited initial data 
base search for clients, and in 
technically refining inven­
tions, and aids manufacturers 
in idcntif ying new products 

The Seed Capital for Entre­
preneurial Technology 
Developments provides seed 
money to accelerate the 
growth of start-up or small 
companies; the Cost-Shared 

Secondary contact: Gary S. Smith 
Director, Technology 
Commercialization Office 
457 Washington SE, Suite C 
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
(505) 277-7110 

Applied R&D program seeks 
to acquire funds from sources 
other than the State of New 
Mexico to support advanced 
technology R&D work 

The Technology Commer­
cialization Office has PTO 
publications; publications 
about patenting, licensing, and 
financing. 
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For lhc Technology Cornmcr­

ciali1.~1uon Office, cl1l~nls 
must be Ncw-Mcx1rn-bascd 
cnLcrpriscs; acccptam:c i~ 
based urxrn merit and 
likelihood of success and fol­
lows a fonnal upplication 
process with a critical review. 

Primarily state funding, wilh 

some cost reimbursement for 
computer data-base surveys 
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CrL\.1Lcd by statute to rnl1am:c 
tlil' CCO!IOllllC WL'.11-bcrng ut th.: 
c1u1cris uf New Mc.x1co 

through the financial sup1x>rt ol 
R&D work by private, profit­
making companies and by 
mslllutions of higher learning 

·n1e S1.;.ue Science and Technol­
ogy Commercialization Com­

mission is t11e governing body 
of the NMRDl; the Technology 

Cornrnerc1alization Office is af­
filiated wit11 the University of 
New Mexico. 
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Mont11ly newsletter 

Counsels invenLors on the 
commercialization and putenl 
processes; active business 
development assist.ance and 
guidance 

Provides for commun1cat1on 
among inventors. manufac­

turers, invcnlion developers, 

patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists and arranges meet­
ings among them 

Provides critical reviews of in­
venlions; asscssmcnL5 of the 

market potential of specific in­
ventions and of the steps 
needed to commercialize t11em 
for accepted clierw;; assists in­
ventors with patentability sear­
ches with limited initial daL..1 
base search lor clicrll';, and in 

tcchn1c~tlly relining inver1-

l1ons, and aids manufacturers 
in 1dcnufymg new products 

ll1e Seed Capital for Entre­

preneurial Technology 
DevelopmenL'> provides seed 
money to accelerate the 
growt11 of stan-up or small 
companies; the Cost-Shared 

\ 

Applied R&D program sct2ks 
to acq uirc funds from so urn· s 
olher tlian lhc State of Nc\l, 
Mexico lo suppon advanc .. ·.j 
txhnology R& D work 

The Technology Cornrncr­
ciali1.at.ion Office has vru 
publ icatiuns; public:.1uu11~ 
about patcming, l1cl'.IIS111g, .1.id 

financing . 
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Consultants and prototype 
developers; public and state 
university employees 

Negotiated fees or royalties 
from sales or licensing of 
products; hourly laboratory 
and materials costs 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes at the initial 
contact 

Provides preliminary review 
of inventions and recommen­
dations 

Provides some product 
design, but mainly prototype 
fabrication and develop­
ment, including test and 
design modifications 

.·.·.·.··::::::: :)\:.:-:-:• To provide design and 
prototype services for in­
novative products and 
processes 

Mainly New York, but will 
help others if possible 

Research Foundation of the 
State University of New 
York, SUNY - College at 
Oswego 

Center for Innovative Technology Transfer 
SUNY - College at Oswego 

Provides SUNY employees 
assistance with patentability 
searches; refers others to 
agencies and attorneys 
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Inventors and manufac­
turers; inventions must be 
energy-related with high 
financial risks, and the par­
ticipants must be willing to 
co-fund 

A tax on sales of gas and 
electricity by the state's in­
vestor-owned utilities 

Energy Products Center 

To encourage the growth of 
innovative energy-related 
products and services in 
New York State 

New York State 

New York State Energy Research and Development Authority 

96 

The Energy Products Center 
will actively seek support on 
behalf of the project from 
other public and private sour­
ces. 

Provides market feasibility 
studies 

Provides technical assistance 
for engineering feasibility, 
design, and construction 

Provides financial assistance 
for applied research, 

development and prototypes, 
and demonstration and test­
ing 

Provides financial assistance 
for business planning and 
start-up of ventures 

Support ranges from 
$10,000 to $300,000, 
depending on the project; co­
funding is required 
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Inventors and manufac­
turers; inventions must be 
energy-related with high 
financial risks, and Lhc par­
ticipants must be willing to 
co-fund 

A tax on sales of gas and 
electricity by the state's in­
vestor-owned utilities 
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Energy Products Center 

To encourage the growth of 
innovative energy-related 
products and services in 
New York State 

New York State 
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The Energy Products Center 
will actively seek support on 
behalf of the project from 
other public and private sour­
ces. 

Provides market feasibility 
studies 

Prov ides technical assistance 
for engineering feasibility, 
design, and construction 

Provides financial assistance 
for applied research, 

development and prototypes, 
and demonstration and test­
ing 

Provides financial assistance 
for business planning and 
start-up of ventures 

Support rnnges from 
$10,000 lO $300,000, 
depending on the project; co­
funding is required 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
and invention developers 

Fees for services 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process 
through structuring the 
business's management and 
operations functions 

Provides networking through 
the Long Island Venture Group 

Assesses market potential of 
specific inventions 

Assesses steps needed to com­
mercialize inventions, from in­
corporation to financial and 
follow-up management support 

Business corporation 

East Coast 

Jeffrey L. Bass and Associates, Inc. 

Helps arrange financial assis­
tance for commercialization of 
inventions from government 
sources, venture capitalists, 
and debt 
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\}i]ujj{{ Inventors of Greek­

American descent 

Annual conference; trien­
nial seminars in Greece. 

Pan Hellenic Society 
Inventors of Greece in USA 

98 

Monthly newsletter 

Inventors Greek-English 
Guide and technical books 

Biographical archives and 
museum; data bank concern­
ing inventions from the era 
of Plato and Archimedes in 
Athens 

To assist Greek-Americans 
with the patenting, protec­
tion, and marketing of their 
inventions 

National 
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Inventors of Greek­
American descent 

Annual conference; trien­
nial seminars in Grcccc. 
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Inventors of Greece in USA 
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Monthly newsletter 

Inventors Greek-English 
Guide and technical books 

Biographical archives and 
museum; data bank concern­
ing inventions from the era 
of Plato and Archimedes in 
Athens 

To assist Greek-Americans 
with the patenting, protec­
tion, and marketing of their 
inventions 

National 
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Entrepreneurs and others as­
sociated with start-up com­
panies; venture capitalists 

New York State Science and 
Technology Foundation, 
University of Buffalo Founda­
tion, local development agen­
cies 

SBIR seminars, manage­
ment conferences 

Quarterly newsletter 

Determines the stage of 
development and the 
viability of a project and 
counsels accordingly 

Provides three different in­
cubation sites where start-up 
companies can locate should 
their inventions reach the re­
search or manufacturing 
stage 

To assist in creating and main­
taining technical jobs in 
western New York State; to 
match the needs of industry 
with appropriate academic, re­
search, and governmental re­
sources; to develop incubation 
centers for start-up companies; 
Erie, Niagara, Chautauqua, Cat­
tarugus, and Allegheny Coun­
ties in western New York State; 
not-for-profit corporation; af­
filiated with SBIR Program, 
Corporation for Innovative 
Development in Albany 
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Western New York Technology Development 
Center 

Provides a focus for com­
munications through the 
SBIR seminars and manage­
ment conference 

Arranges meetings between 
individual inventors and 
manufacturers 

May suggest further interac­
tions with an expert in a par­
ticular field 

Provides publications about 
patents and obtaining financ­
ing, if available 

Offers information search 
service 
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Persons associated with in­
novative small businesses 

State of North Carolina 

Innovation Research Fund 

To assist innovative new 
and existing small busi-
nesses 

North Carolina 

North Carolina Technology Development Authority 

111,1 
1:1111 

11111 
100 

Workshops across the state 
for those interested in the 
program 

Provides financial assistance 
to enable inventors with 
small companies to reduce 
inventions to practice, to 
develop improvements, or to 
commercialize inventions 

The form of financial assis­
tance is royalty financing, in 
which the Technological 
Development Authority 

receives a return on its 
investments through royal­
ties from sales of the spon­
sored product Maximum 
initial funding per project is 
$50,000, with follow-on 
investments up to $100,000 
per year. 
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Persons associated with in­
novative small businesses 

Stale of North Carolina 
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Innovation Research Fund 

To assist innovative new 
and existing small busi­
nesses 

North Carolina 

North Carolina Technology Development Authority 

100 

Workshops across the state 
for those interested in the 
program 

Provides financial assistance 
to enable inventors with 
small companies to reduce 
inventions to practice, to 
develop improvements, or to 
commercialize inventions 

The form of financial assis­
tance is royalty financing, in 
which the Technological 
Development Authority 

rccei ves a return on its 
investments through royal­
ties from sales of the spon­
sored product Maximum 
initial funding per project is 
$50,000, with follow-on 
investments up to $100,000 
per year. 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
entrepreneurs, patent attor­
neys, and investors in private 
companies with new product 
development, emerging tech­
nology or franchise 

Fees for services; 
entrepreneur kits with busi­
ness and marketing plans for 
start-up businesses; State of 
North Dakota (50% of funds) 

To provide business and techni­
cal support services to inven­
tors, entrepreneurs and small 
manufacturers; to provide tech­
nology transfer services to re­
searchers 

North Dakota, western Min­
nesota 

Center for Innovation and Business Development 
University of North Dakota 

Quarterly meetings; seminars 
and workshops with speakers; 
annual conference with innova­
tion development theme; annual 
report 

Sponsors the North Dakota In­
ventors Congress, the North 
Dakota Entrepreneur Hall of 
Fame, high school entrepreneur 
clubs, and the University of 
North Dakota chapter of the As­
sociation of Collegiate 
Entrepreneurs 

Counsels on the commercializa­
tion process and on the patent 

process to the point of referring to a 
patent attorney; provides critical 
technical and commercial review of 
inventions using {PIES) 

Advisory council of manufacturers 

Provides for communication among 
inventors, manufacturers, invention 
developers, patent attorneys, and 
venture capitalists and arranges 
meetings among them; assists with 
preliminary patentabilily searches; 
assesses market potential of specific 
inventions and the steps needed to 
commercialize them; assists in 
developing business plans, market-

ing plans, and feasibility studies; of­
fers technical and design assistance 
in refining an invention; assists 
manufacturers in identifying new 
products; NASA Industrial Applica­
tions Centers, and SBIR grant ap­
plication assistance 

Assists in finding financing (e.g., 
seed capital, grants, and loans) 

PTO forms and publications; publi­
cations about patenting, licensing, 
financing (e.g., SBIR grants and 
Energy Related Invention grants), 
and about business and marketing 
plans for start-up companies 
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Akron/Youngstown area 

Affiliated with Ohio Inven­
tors Association 

Akron/Youngstown Inventors Organization 

102 

Secondary contact 
Charles Clark 
623 Grant Stteet 
Kent, OH 44240 
(216) 673-1875 
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Akron/Youngstown area 

Affiliated with Ohio lnvcn-
tors Association 
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Secondary contact: 
Charles Clark 
623 Grnnt Street 
Kent, 0 H 44 240 
(216) 673-1875 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent agents and attorneys, 
venture capitalists (see 
below) 

Subsidized by its patent or­
ganization, Battelle 
Memorial Institute; income 
from the licensing and sale 
of intellectual property for 
which it supported develop­
ment 

Conditions for participation: 
BOC is primarily looking 
for technologies that will 
generate a substantial in­
come over the long run; few 
submissions are chosen for 
further development. After 
evaluation, if submissions 
are found to be marketable, 
the submitters are offered 
terms which, if accepted, 
transfer title to the invention 
to BOC. BOC then seeks 
financial assistance for 
development of the inven-

Research and development 

International 

Battelle Development Corporation (BDC) 

lions and patents inventions 
where appropriate. BOC 
licenses or sells these inven­
tions for royalty income, 
which it shares with the in­
vention submitters. There 
are no costs for the submit­
ters. 

Provides critical reviews of 
inventions 

Battelle' s experience is used 
for the technical develop­
ment of inventions. 
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Hourly fees plus expenses; 
sometimes commission plus 
expenses 

Docie Marketing 

104 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process 
and on marketing their in­
ventions 

Provides critical review of 
inventions 

Instructor of invention 
workshop at Ohio University 

As part of marketing ser­
vices, arranges meetings be­
tween individual inventors 
and manufacturers or other 

To help inventors find com­
panies to license their inven­
tions, to negotiate license 
agreements, and to do 
market research 

International 

Profit-making 

potential licensees and at­
tends trade shows 

Teaches the appropriate in­
ventor how to effectively 
commercialize his or her in­
vention through licensing 
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Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process 
and on marketing their in­
ventions 

Provides critical review of 
inventions 

Instructor of invention 
workshop at Ohio University 

As part of marketing ser­
vices, arranges meetings be­
tween individual inventors 
and manufacturers or other 

To help inventors find com­
panies to license their inven­
tions, to negotiate license 
agreements, and to do 
market research 

International 

Profit-making 

potential licensees and at­

tends trade shows 

Teaches the appropriate in­
ventor how to cff cctivcly 
commercialize his or her in­
vention through licensing 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, and ven­
ture capitalists 

Annual dues of $25; $3 fee 
for nonmembers attending 
meetings; voluntary con­
tributions 

Regular meetings with 
speakers, nine times yearly 

Newsletter, nine times yearly 

The primary purpose of the 
club is to provide for com­
munications among inven­
tors, entrepreneurs, 
manufacturers, and service 
providers 

Informal counseling of in­
ventors on the commer-

To provide educational and 
networking service for in­
ventors 

Cincinnati area, including 
Northern Kentucky and 
Southeastern Indiana 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Affiliated with National 
Congress oflnventor Or­
ganizations 

Inventors Club of Greater Cincinnati 

cialization and patent proces­
ses 

Inventors have the oppor­
tunity to present inventions 
for rigorous evaluation at 
meetings 

Provides sources of infonna­
tion about inventors and in­
ventions upon request by 
schools and the press 

If inventors so desire, asses­
ses market potential of 
specific inventions at meet­
ings 

Member inventors may as­
sist each other in technically 
refining inventions. 
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Predominantly inventors, of 
which 20% are retirees 

Annual dues of $25 

To provide assistance to the 
inventor, from the idea to 
the marketplace 

State of Ohio, with em­
phasis on the Greater 
Cleveland area 

Not-for-profit, section 
503(c) corporation 

Affiliated with Ohio Inven­
tors Association 

Inventors Connection of Greater Cleveland 
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Monthly meetings with 
speakers 

Monthly newsletter 

Members occasionally speak 
on inventing at grade 
schools. 

Provides for communication 
among inventors at the 
regular meetings, where 
members state their needs 
after the regular program 

Annual speeches by the 
librarian from the patent 
repository library in 
Cleveland and by a member 
who is a patent agent pro­
vide some assistance to 
members 

Offers an information pack­
age with extensive material 
to help inventors. 
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phasis on the Greater 
Cleveland area 

Not-for-profit, section 
503(c) corporation 

Affiliated with Ohio Inven­
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Monlhly meetings with 
speakers 

Monthly newsletter 

Members occasionally speak 
on inventing al grade 
schools . 

Provides for communication 
among inventors at Lhe 
regular meetings, where 
members state their needs 
after Lhe regular program 

Annual speeches by the 
librarian from Lhe patent 
repository library in 
Cleveland and by a member 
who is a patent agenL pro-
v ide some assistance to 
members 

Offers an infonnation pack­
age wilh cxLCnsivc material 
LO help inventors. 
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Inventors 

Monthly meetings that are 
open to the public 

Has developed "in Venture," 
a program designed to bring 
out the inventor in junior 
high school age students and 
has written two publications 
for the program: a manual 
for teachers who want to in­
itiate and conduct an in­
Venture program and a 
guide for students who par­
ticipate 

Greater Dayton area 

Affiliated with National 
Congress of Inventor Or­
ganizations 

Inventors Council of Dayton 

Has produced a two-hour 
videotape feature and 
programs that support in­
Venture. 
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Half of the members are in­
ventors; other members are 
manufacturers, patent 
agents and attorneys, ven­
ture capitalists, physicians, 
retirees, and homemakers 

Annual membership dues of 
$36 ($12 for students); 
private contributions 

To encourage and support 
invention and creativity 

Central Ohio 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Inventors Network of Columbus 

I 
It 
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Regular monthly meetings with 
speakers and an annual 
inventors' conference in 
February with 9-12 speakers; 
monthly newsletter; weekly 
television program on local 
public access station 

Resourceful, newsworthy per­
sonal interviews on both public 
radio and commercial television 

Young inventors' program in­
cludes speakers at schools, 
judges for science or invention 
fairs, school trophies, and pla-
q ues and certificates for students 

Counsels inventors on the commer­
cialization and patent processes 

Provides for communication among 
inventors, manufacturers, invention 
developers, patent attorneys, and 
venture capitalists; arranges meet­
ings between individual inventors 
and manufacturers at monthly meet­
ings or via the message center; 
produces videotapes of the monthly 
speakers or student programs 

Provides informal, nonprofessional 
assessments of the market potential 
of specific inventions and assis­
tance to inventors in technically 

refining inventions; assesses steps 
needed to commercialize specific 
inventions (routine meeting topic); 
assists manufacturers in identifying 
new products by supplying contacts 
to inventors; assists with patent­
ability searches via members who 
are patent attorneys, the Ohio Tech­
nology Transfer Office, and the 
Ohio State University patent 
repository 

Membership kit includes bibliog­
raphy of publications about patent­
ing inventions 
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Regular monthly meetings with 
speakers and an annual 
invenLOrs' conference in 
February with 9-12 speakers; 
monthly newsleucr; weekly 
television program on local 
public access station 

Resourceful, newsworthy per­
sonal interviews on both public 
radio and commercial television 

Young invenLOrs' program in­
cludes speakers at schools, 
judges for science or invention 
fairs, school trophies, and pla­
ques and cenificates for students 

Counsels invcmors on the commer­
cialization and paLenl processes 

Provides for communication among 
invenLOrs, manufacturers, invention 
developers, patent auomeys, and 
venture capitalists; arrdflges meet­
ings between individual inventors 
and manufacturers at monthly meet­
ings or via the message center, 
produces videotapes of the monthly 
speakers or student programs 

Provides informal, nonprofessional 
assessments of the market potential 
of specific inventions and assis­
tance LO invcnLOrs in technically 
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ability searches via members who 

are patent atLOmeys, the Ohio Tech­
nology Trnnsfer Office, and Lhc 
Ohio State University patcnL 
repository 

Membership kit includes bibliog­
rnphy of publications about patcnL­
ing inventions 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
and patent agents and attor­
neys 

Annual dues of $25 

Monthly meetings with 
speakers at most meetings 

Monthly newsletter with 
minutes of the last meeting, 
agenda of the next meeting, 
and announcements 

Inventors are counseled on the 
commercialization and patent 
processes, and inventions are 
reviewed. These functions can 
be done in an informal group 
or on a one-on-one basis with 
speakers and/or other mem­
bers and attendees at meetings. 

To provide information, 
motivation, and assistance 
to inventors and innovators 

Lorain County, Ohio 

Unincorporated organization 

Affiliated with Ohio Inven­
tors Association 

Inventors Council for Greater Lorain County 
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Donations, grants, admis­
sion fee 

National Invention Center 

110 

Quarterly newsletter begin­
ning Summer 1989 

A young inventors program 
has been proposed. 

The National Inventors Hall 
of Fame, which is in the con­
struction phase, will be a 
hands-on science-and-tech­
nology-based museum that 
promotes invention and crea­
tive thought. 

To educate the public about 
the role of invention in 
society through the National 
Inventors Hall of Fame 

National 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Hall of Fame museum store 
is open. 



. ::::::,;,;,:,:::::::::::::: 

1111!111! 
\J::st:u:: 
::::::: :::::::::::::::;>::>'· 

Donations, grants, admis­
sion fee 

rt:::1:t:i: 
:nt:~tm: 
::tJO/tf 

111~1111 

li!llllli!I 

National Invention Center 

illlliili: 

IIIIJII 
{]~~:Ji\ 
llil!iil1i1li:i!il!i1 

:111:1::r?a:1111
1
:11:: 

1,1111 
110 

Quarterly newsleuer begin­
ning Summer 1989 

A young inventors program 
has been proposed. 

The National Inventors Hall 
of Fame, which is in the con­
struction phase, will be a 
hands-on scicnce-and-tech­
nology-bascd museum that 
promotes invention and crea­
tive thoughL 

To educate the public about 
the role of invention in 
society through the National 
Inventors Hall of Fame 

National 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Hall of Fame museum store 
is open. 
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Inventors, start-up health 
technology firms; tech­
nologies involved should be 
health-related 

State of Ohio; fees for ser­
vices, including rent 

To stimulate the development 
of health-related technologies 
and enterprises through the 
transfer of technology to busi­
ness enterprises 

Toledo area 

Not-for-profit corporation af­
filiated with a publicly owned 
medical school 

See below for affiliations 

Northwest Ohio Health Technology Center {NOHTC) 
Medical College of Ohio 

Affiliated with Ohio's 
Thomas Edison Program, 
under which the Medical 
College of Ohio acts as an 
award institution to receive 
funding for collaborative re­
search between an education­
al institution and a small to 
medium-sized technology-re­
lated company 

NOHTC, which is under 
planning, will interact 
among business enterprises 
and academic institutions to 

identify projects of interest, 
sponsor research, assist in 
the patenting of new technol­
ogy, seek venture funding 
support, and provide ad­
ministrative, business and 
technical assistance. 
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Ohio Inventors Association 

112 

Affiliated with Akron/ 
Youngstown Inventors Or­
ganization Information, In­
ventors Club of Greater 
Cincinnati, Inventors Con­
nection of Greater Cleve­
land, Inventors Network of 
Columbus, Inventors Coun­
cil of Dayton, and Inventors 
Council for Greater Lorain 
County 

Bimonthly meetings 

To help local inventors' or­
ganizations and to solve 
problems common to all inven­
tors 

Ohio 

Not-for-profit corporation 

See affiliations below 

Prepared the Ohio Inventors 
Resource Guide for publica­
tion and distribution by the 
State of Ohio 

Sponsors the Ohio Inventors 
Contest 
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Affiliated with Akron/ 
Youngstown Inventors Or­
ganiz.ation Inf onnation, In­
ventors Club of Greater 
Cincinnati, Inventors Con­
nection of Greater Cleve­
land, Inventors Network of 
Columbus, Inventors Coun­
cil of Dayton, and Inventors 
Council for Greater Lorain 
County 

Bimonthly meetings 

To help local inventors' or­
gani1.ations and to solve 
problems common to all inven­
tors 

Ohio 

Not-for-profit corporation 

See affiliations below 

Prepared the Ohio Inventors 
Resource Guide for publica­
tion and distribution by the 
State of Ohio 

Sponsors the Ohio Inventors 
Contest 
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Inventors, manufacturers, in­
vention developers, and en­
gineers (see below) 

State of Ohio; matching 
funds from private-sector 
participants 

To revitalize the economy 
of Ohio by stimulating work­
ing partnerships between 
academia and business to 
set free entrepreneurial im­
pulses latent in both 

Ohio 

Includes nine Edison Tech­
nology Centers and six 
Edison Incubators located 
throughout the State of Ohio 

Ohio's Thomas Edison Program's Seed Development Fund 
Ohio Department of Development 

Conditions for participation: (1) 
proposals must reflect innova­
tive ideas dealing with scientific 
or engineering problems that 
can ultimately lead to signif­
icant public benefits for Ohio, 
principally through the creation 
of jobs; (2) cooperative R & D 
projects involving a business co­
sponsor and an Ohio public or 
private educational institution 
and the industrial partner must 
maintain an R & D or manufac­
turing facility in Ohio; (3) busi­
ness partners must contribute 
funding equal to or greater than 
that provided by the State 

Edison Entrepreneur, quarterly 
newsletter 

Counsels inventors on commer­
cialization process; provides criti­
cal reviews of inventions; promotes 
interaction between inventors and 
university researchers: assesses 
market potential of and the steps 
needed to commercialize inven­
tions; assists inventors in technical­
ly refining inventions and 
manufacturers in identifying new 
products 

Grants of $10,000 to $50,000 for 
Class I Early-Stage Research are 

awarded for proposals that will 
demonstrate within a year the tech­
nical feasibility of commercializing 
a product, process, or system. 

Funding from $50,000 to $250,000 
for Class 2 Advanced Applied Re­
search Projects (i.e. for develop­
ment or commercialization of a 
product, process, or system, or for a 
demonstration prototype) with re­
turn on successfully commercial­
ized projects in the form of limited 
royalties 

SBIR publications about financing 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, invention 
developers, venture 
capitalists, and others 

Dues 

To help inventors develop and 
patent inventions, with the goal 
that the inventions might be 
manufactured in Oklahoma 
thereby increasing jobs for Ok­
lahomans 

Mainly in Oklahoma; however 
a limited national presence is 
expected 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Chapters in Enid, Fairview, and 
Oklahoma City 

Invention Development Society 
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Regular meetings with 
speakers on a monthly or 
quarterly basis as the need 
arises; annual conference 

Monthly newsletter 

Established on a limited 
basis well-planned programs 
for school-age children to en­
courage the teaching of criti­
cal thinking skills as well as 
creative problem solving in 
grades K-12; the programs 
will be statewide by 1991 

Provides peer counseling to 
inventors as well as informal 
referral, advice on model 
making, and information 
about entrepreneurs, venture 
capitalists, and manufac­
turers who have expansion 
plans 

Provides assistance to 
manufacturers through 
printed lists of inventions in 
Oklahoma that might be 
manufactured in the state to 
provide jobs; the Patent 
Gazette will be scanned to 

identify Oklahoma inven­
tions; this information will 
be relayed to interested 
manufacturers 

Will provide technical assis­
tance to inventors through 
peer counseling, information 
referral, and other means 

PTO forms and publications; 
publications about patenting, 
licensing, and financing 
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To help inventors develop and 
patent inventions, with the goal 
that the inventions might be 
manufactured in Oklahoma 
thereby increasing jobs for Ok­
lahomans 

Mainly in Oklahoma; however 
a limited national presence is 
expected 

Not-for-profi l corporntion 

Chapters in Enid, Fairview, and 
Oklahoma City 

Invention Development Society 
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Regular meetings with 
speakers on a monlhly or 
quarterly basis as the need 
arises; annual conference 

Monthly newsletter 

Established on a limited 
basis well-planned programs 
for school-age children to en­
courage the teaching of criti­
cal thinking skills as well as 
creative problem solving in 
grades K-12; the programs 
will be statewide by 1991 

Provides peer counseling LO 

inventors as well as infonnal 
refcrrnl, advice on model 
making, and infonnation 
about entrepreneurs, venture 
capitalists, and manufac­
turers who have expansion 
plans 

Provides assistance LO 

manufacturers through 
printed lists of inventions in 
Oklahoma that might be 
manufactured in t.he st.at.c LO 

provide jobs; the Patent 
Gaze u e will be scanned to 
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identify Oklahoma inven­
tions; this information will 
be relayed to interested 
man ufacturcrs 

Will provide technical a,;sis­
tancc lO inventors through 
peer counseling, infonnaLion 
referral, and other means 

PTO fonns and publications; 
publia.itions about patenting, 
licensing, and financing 
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$100 filing fee; royalties on 
sales of products commer­
cialized 

Provides market analysis 
and business counseling for 
inventions accepted in the 
program 

Provides product develop­
ment services and patent 
searches for inventions ac­
cepted in the program 

Provides tax incentives for 
inventors and manufacturers 

To develop and manufacture 
inventions in Oklahoma 

Oklahoma, but will expand 
to inventors in other states 

Inventors' Assistance Act 
Oklahoma Department of Commerce 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent agents and attorneys, 
venture capitalists, and 
entrepreneurs 
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To facilitate statewide 
economic development and 
diversification by bringing 
the resources of the univer­
sity to bear on the problems 
that limit job creation 

Oklahoma 

Office of Business and Industrial Cooperation 
University of Oklahoma 
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Quarterly newsletter 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process 
and acts as a referral source 
for a wide range of issues, 
from technical to financial 
and organizational 

The EXP AND program is a 
referral source to match new 
customers with existing Ok­
lahoma producers and acts 
as a base for other develop­
ment activities 

The START program will 
seek and evaluate new ideas 
for products and services, 
provide follow-up and refer­
ral sources for business plan 
development, financing and 
start-up for the most promis­
ing ideas 
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Inventors, manufacLUrers, 
patent agents and attorneys, 
venture capitalists, and 
entrepreneurs 
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To facilitate statewide 
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Lhe resources of the W1iver­
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that limit job creation 

Oklahoma 

Office of Business and Industrial Cooperation 
University of Oklahoma 
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Quarter! y newsletter 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process 
and acts as a referral source 
for a wide range of issues, 
from technical to financial 
and organizational 

The EXPAND program is a 
referral source to match new 
customers with existing Ok­
lahoma producers and acts 
as a base for other develop­
ment activities 

The START program will 
seek and evaluate new ideas 
for products and services, 
provide follow-up and refer­
ral sources for business plan 
dcvclopmcnL, financing and 
start-up for the most promis­
ing ideas 
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Inventors, service providers, 
and people who want to 
help inventors and help 
promote the art of invention 

Annual dues of $10 ($25 for 
sustaining members); the 
Oklahoma Department of 
Commerce provides fund­
ing for the newsletter 

Regular meeting with topi­
cal speakers; sponsors the 
Midwest Inventors Con­
ference, an annual event 
held at the Oklahoma State 
Fair in late September 

The Oklahoma Inventor, a 
monthly newsletter 

Counsels inventors on the 
patent process 

Provides judges and finan­
cial assistance for the Ok-

To help inventors promote their 
inventions to the manufacturing 
stage, with jobs for Okahomans 
as an important goal 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Oklahoma and surrounding 
states; affiliated with the Office 
of the Governor, Department of 
Commerce; National Congress 
of Inventor Organizations; chap­
ters in Oklahoma City, Tulsa, 
Bartlesville, Lawton, and Mc­
Alester 

Oklahoma Inventors Congress 

lahoma Invention Conven­
tion, an annual program for 
pupils in kindergarten 
through eighth grade spon­
sored by the State Depart­
ment of Education; 
conducted the first such In­
vention Convention 

Solicits newspapers and 
radio stations to carry stories 
about inventors 
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Inventors, patent attorneys, 
and interested individuals 

Annual contributions ($15-
$25); sales of The Book/or 
Women Wholnvent-
Daug hter of Invention; grants 
from the Innovations Program 
of Employment and Immigra­
tion Canada, Science Culture 
Canada, Ontario Women's 
Directorate, and various cor­
porations 

To develop worlcshop 
manuals, information kits, and 
audiovisual materials for 
women inventors, potential 
women inventors, and 
younger school-aged women 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Canada 

Affiliated with National Con­
gress of Inventor Organiza­
tions 

Women Inventors Project, Inc. 
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Workshops running several 
days and covering a variety 
of topics 

Focus, a newsletter 

A general information publi­
cation, The Book/or Women 
Who Invent or Want To 

Developed a resource 
manual and a video based on 
the experiences of 51 
women inventors attending 
the pilot workshop 

\Vorkshops,videos,and 
manuals for young women 
in high school 

Developed a traveling ex­
hibit, Inventing Women, 
highlighting 28 women in­
ventors; it will travel Canada 
in 1989-90 

Helps groups of women in­
ventors conduct workshops 
based on the resource 
manual developed by the 
Project 

Provides assistance with 
patentability searches 

PTO forms and publications; 
publications about patenting 
and licensing 
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Inventors, patent attorneys, 
and interested individuals 

Annual contributions ($15-
$25); sales of The Book/or 
Women Who lnvent­
Daughier of Invention; grants 
from Lhe Innovations Program 
of Employment and Immigra­
tion Canada, Science Culture 
Canada, Ontario Women's 
Directorate, and various cor­
porations 

To develop workshop 
manuals, information kits, and 
audiovisual materials for 
women inventors, potential 
women inventors, and 
younger school-aged women 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Canada 

Affiliated with National Con­
gress of Inventor Organi1.a­
tions 

Women Inventors Project, Inc. 
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Workshops running several 
days and covering a variety 
of topics 

Focus, a newsletter 

A general information publi­
cation, The Book for Women 
Who Invent or Want To 

Developed a resource 
manual and a video based on 
the experiences of 51 
women inventors ;mending 
the p1 lot workshop 

Workshops, videos, and 
manuals for young women 
in high school 

Developed a traveling ex­
hibit, Inventing Women, 
highlighting 28 women in­
ventors; it will travel Canada 
in 1989-90 

l fclps groups of women in­
ventors conduct workshops 
based on the resource 
manual developed by the 
PrnJet:l 

.. 

Provides as..'">1SLancc with 
patcntability searches 

fYfO forms and publicatmns; 
publications aboul patcntrng 
and licensing 
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Inventors, patent attorneys, 
and manufacturers 

Dues; contributions through 
educational fund 

Quarterly meetings with 
speakers; invention evaluation 
sessions 

Newsletter, periodically 

Through member interaction, 
inventors are counseled on the 
commercialization and patent 
processes and receive critical 
reviews of inventions; assess­
ments of the marlcet potential 
of specific inventions and of 
the steps needed to commer­
cialize them; technical assis­
tance and referrals; assistance 

To encourage and assist in­
ventors and innovators in 
the service of mankind 

Primarily Philadelphia area 

Not-for profit corporation 
and 50 I ( c )(3) educational 
trust 

Affiliated with National 
Congress of Inventor Or­
ganii.ations 

American Society of Inventors 

with self-help patentability 
searches, disclosure docu­
ments, etc. 

Provides bibliography of 
relevant publications 
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Inventors, emerging com­
panies, patent agents and at­
torneys, invention 
developers, venture 
capitalists, public funding 
sources 

Fees for services 

To foster the commercial.i7.a­
tion of new technologies 
and the growth of emerging 
companies 

The major marlcet area is the 
tri-state area of Pennsyl­
vania, New Jersey, and 
Delaware 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Business Development and Venture Management Division 
University City Science Center 

ll 
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Periodic meetings with 
speakers on selected topics 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Provides critical reviews of 
inventions 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 

capitalists and arranges meet­
ings among them 

Assesses market potential of 
specific inventions and of 
the steps needed to commer­
cialize them 

Develops and implements 
business plans 

Assists inventors in techni­
cally refining inventions 

Assists manufacturers in 
identifying new products 

Arranges seed and early­
stage funding from debt and 
equity sources to ~ist in 
the commercialaation of in­
ventions 
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Inventors, emerging com­
panies, patent agents and at­
torneys, invention 
developers, venture 
capitalists, public funding 
sources 

Fees for services 

To foster the commercializa­
tion of new technologies 
and the growth of emerging 
companies 

TI1c major market area is the 
tri-state area of Pennsyl­
vania, New Jersey, and 
Delaware 

Not-for-profit corporntion 

Business Development and Venture Management Division 
University City Science Center 
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Periodic meetings with 
speakers on selected topics 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Provides critical reviews of 
inventions 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 

capitalists and arrnngcs meet­
ings among them 

Assesses market potential of 
specific inventions and of 
the steps needed to commer­
cialize them 

Develops and implements 
business plans 

Assists inventors in techni­
cally refining inventions 

·; ,• 

Assists manuf acLurcrs in 
idcntif ying new producL<; 

Arranges seed and early­
stage funding from debt and 
equity sources to a55ist in 
lhe commercialization of ,n­
ve.ntions 



Entrepreneurs 

Candidate tenants of the in­
cubator must be recently es­
tablished or pre-venture 
businesses engaged in 
manufacturing, product or 
process development, or 
technical consulting 

See below for funding sour­
ces 

Source of funding: The Ad­
vanced Technology Center 
of Central and Northern Pen­
nsylvania, Inc., affiliated 
with Penn State University, 
which is responsible for 
developing and administer­
ing the Ben Franklin Partner­
ship Program in these parts 
of the state; rent at the in­
cubator 

Assists in the development 
of business plans and 
strategies 

To increase the ability of 
entrepreneurs to start new busi­
nesses, expand existing opera­
tions, and to adapt their 
production facilities to new 
technologies 

Northwestern Pennsylvania 

Sponsored by Clarion Univer­
sity of Pennsylvania 

Affiliated with Clarion SBDC, 
Clarion Industrial Resource 
Center 

Entrepreneurial Technology Center 
Entrepreneurial Development Center 

Helps new ventures gain ac­
cess to investment capital 
and R&D grants 

Incubator provides assis­
tance in preliminary 
feasibility studies 

Provides assistance in the 
technical analysis of innova­
tive concepts 
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Entrepreneurs and small 
business owners 

U.S. Small Business Ad­
ministration; fees for ser­
vices 

To provide technical assis­
tance and training to small 
businesses to help them sur­
vive, grow, and prosper 

Pennsylvania 

Affiliated with fourteen col­
leges and universities 
throughout the state where 
the SBI>Cs are located; the 
Ben Franklin Partnership 

Pennsylvania Small Business Development Centers 
Pennsylvania Department of Commerce 

122 

Seminars 

Two newsletters, one deal­
ing with general business is­
sues and the other with 
government procurement 

Counseling on sound busi­
ness management and 
product development 

Through use of the 
Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Procurement Network, 

clients have obtained a share 
of government procurements 

Assists in developing fmanc­
ing plans for development 
and commerciali7.ation of in­
ventions 

Library contains books, 
software programs, peri­
odicals, and articles that per­
tain to all areas of small 
business management 
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Entrepreneurs and small 
business owners 

U.S. Small Business Ad­
ministration; fees for ser­
vices 

To provide Lcchnical assis­
t.ancc and training Lo small 
businesses LO help Lhcm sur­
vive, grow, and prosper 

Pennsylvania 

Affiliated with founccn col­
leges and universities 
throughout the state where 
the S 8 DCs are located; I.he 
Ben Franklin Partnership 

Pennsylvania Small Business Development Centers 
Pennsylvania Department of Commerce 
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Seminars 

Two newsletters, one deal­
ing wilh general business is­
sues and the other with 
government procurement 

Counseling on sound busi­
ness management and 
producl development 

Through use of the 
Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Procurement Network, 

clients have obtained a share 
of government procurements 

Assists in developing financ­
ing plans for development 
and commercialization of in­
ventions 

Librnry contains books, 
software progrnms, peri­
odicals, and articles that per­
tain to all areas of smaU 
business management 
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Inventors, manufacturers 

Fees for services; annual 
subscription to World Tech­
nology/Patent Licensing 
Gazette is $130 

World Technology/Patent 
Licensing Gazette, a 
bimonthly publication about 
new products, new proces­
ses, and technologies that 
are available for license and 
acquisition 

Provides technology transfer 
services that include technol­
ogy search and technology 
marketing 

To provide management and 
consulting services in areas 
of technology management, 
technology transfer, and cor­
porate growth planning 

National 

Business corporation 

Techni Research Associates, Inc. (TRA) 

Assesses market potential of 
specific inventions and steps 
needed to commercialize 
them 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent agents and attorneys, 
invention developers, ven­
ture capitalists 

Fees for services 

Although the main focus of 
the program is directed 
toward commercialization 
of university research, assis­
tance in commercialization 
is given to a few indepen­
dent inventors per year 

National 

Technology Commercialization 
Lehigh University 

124 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Provides critical reviews of 
inventions 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys and venture 
capitalists, and arranges 
meetings among them 

Provides assessments of the 
market potential of specific 
inventions and of the steps 
needed to commercialize 
them 

Assists inventors in techni­
cally refining inventions 

Assists manufacturers in 
identifying new products 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent agents and attorneys, 
invention developers, ven­
ture capitalists 

Fees for services 

Although the main focus of 
the program is directed 
toward com mere ial ization 
of university research, assis­
tance in commercialization 
is given to a few indepen­
dent inventors per year 

National 

Technology Commercialization 
Lehigh University 
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124 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Provides critical reviews of 
inventions 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent uttomeys and venture 
capitalists, and arranges 
meetings among lhem 

Provides assessments of the 
market potential of s~cific 
inventions and of the steps 
needed to commercialize 
them 

Assists inveOLors in techni­
cally refining inventions 

AssisL') manufacturers in 
idcntif ying new products 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent attorneys 

Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico; royalties from com­
mercialized patents 

Puerto Rico 

Economic Development Ad­
ministration is the parent 
agency. 

Committee for the Promotion of Invention Patents and 
Registration of Discoveries 

Any resident who discovers or 
invents any process or device 
that may be patentable must in­
form the Committee in writing, 
provide appropriate informa­
tion, and appear before the Com­
mittee (which meets monthly) to 
explain the invention or dis­
covery. If the Committee 
decides the invention or dis­
covery does not merit support, 
the person may take steps to 
patent or register it at his own 
expense. If the Committee 
decides that it is worthy, it will 
engage patent attorneys and 
prosecute a patent or registra-

tion in exchange for a 25% share 
of the patent title and of all royal­
ties or other revenue derived from 
the patent or registration. The 
rights of the Commonwealth over 
the invention patents or registration 
shall become ineffective upon 
refund by the inventor of all expen­
ses incurred by the Commonwealth. 

Junior high school teachers receive 
training on the characteristics of in­
ventions and on relevant state and 
federal law. 

Counsels inventors on commer­
cialization and patent processes; as-

sesses market potential and steps 
needed to commercialize specific 
inventions; assists with paten­
tability searches and in technically 
refining inventions; provides finan­
cial assistance for commercializa­
tion of inventions under the 
Industrial Tax Exemption program. 
Participants may be eligible for in­
dustrial investment incentives 
based on new employment, or 
government development bank 
loans and loan guarantees. 

PTO forms and publications; publi­
cations about patenting and financ­
ing 
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Inventors, manufacturers, in­
vention developers, venture 
capitalists, universities and re­
search centers 

Fees for services, including 
consulting on an hourly basis 

To help innovators better 
prepare the commercial success 
of their ideas; to help com­
panies innovate their product 
lines and their manufacturing 
and marketing operations 

Canada 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Affiliated with Ecole Polytech­
nique de Montreal; Department 
of Regional Industrial Expan­
sion 

Centre for Industrial Innovation/Montreal 
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Regular meetings; annual con­
ference 

Coordinates all services from 
the evaluation to the marketing 
of a concept; assists companies 
wishing to innovate in their 
manufacturing process or 
marketing strategy 

Counsels inventors on the patent 
process 

Arranges meetings between in­
dividual inventors and manufac­
turers 

Performs preliminary evaluations of 
innovations to identify a project's 
technical validity, strengths, weak­
nesses, and marketing potential 

Assists inventors in technically 
refining inventions using such tech­
niques as value analysis 

Assists manufacturers in identifying 
new products 

Offers financial assistance to enable 
inventors to reduce inventions to 
practice, to develop improvements, 
or for commercialimtion through 
applications on government loans 

Assists with patentability and 
trademark searches 

Provides the services of a Canadian 
Patent Office Counsellor 

PTO forms and publications; publi­
cations about patenting, licensing, 
and financing 
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Inventors, manufacturers, in­
vention developers, venture 
capitalists, universities and re­
search centers 

Fees for services, including 
consulting on an hourly basis 

To help innovators beller 
prepare the commercial success 
of Lheir ideas~ to help com­
panies innovate Lheir product 
lines and their manufacturing 
and marketing opcrntions 

Canada 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Affiliated with Ecole Polytcch­
nique de Montreal; Dcpartmem 
of Regional Industrial Expan­
s10n 

Centre for Industrial Innovation/Montreal 
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Regular meetings; annual con­
ference 

Coordinates all services from 
the evaluation to the marketing 
of a concept; assists companies 
wishing to innovate in their 
manufacturing process or 
marketing strategy 

Counsels inventors on the patent 
process 

Arranges meetings between in­
dividual inventors and manufac­
turers 

Performs preliminary evaluations of 
innovations to identify a project's 
technical validity, strengths, weak­
nesses, and marketing potential 

Assists inventors in technically 
refining invemions using such tech­
niques as value analysis 

Assists manufacturers in identifying 
new products 

Offers financial assistance to enable 
invcnLors LO reduce inventions to 
practice, to develop improvemenL), 
or for commercialization through 
applications on government loans 

r 
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AssisL-; with patent.ability and 
uadcmark St~arches 

Provides the services of a Canadian 
Pmcnt Office Counsellor 

PTO forms and publications; publi­
cations about patenting, licensing, 
and financing 



Inventors 

Member fee of $4; fees for 
services (e.g., Canadian 
patent searches for $31 O; 
U.S. searches for $510) 

Provides information about 
inventor organizations in 
Canada and the U.S.A., and 
about manufacturers 

Conducts patent searches 
through the services of 
patent agents in Ottawa 

To provide services to inven­
tors 

Canada 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Inventors Association of Canada 
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Inventors and entrepreneurs 
whose products span the en­
tire gamut of product develop­
ment; both established 
corporations and early-stage 
product manufacturers; facul­
ty, staff, and students of Clem­
son University; others as 
required to support a client's 
product development and 
manufacture (see below) 

Fees for services; corporate 
and federal grants; gifts from 
alumni and friends 

To aid in the enhancement of 
economic development in 
South Carolina through assis­
tance in developing new 
products 

South Carolina 

Affiliated with Small Busi­
ness Development Center, 
South Carolina Research 
Authority, and South Carolina 
State Development Board 

Emerging Technology Development and Marketing Center 
Clemson University 

1111 
128 

Clients have, as a primary inter­
est, the establishment of a 
product manufacturing business, 
research laboratory, or head­
quarters in the state. 

Annual Venture Capital Con­
ference; Inventors Workshop; 
and entrepreneurship seminar 
program ( under development) 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Counsels inventors on the commercializa­
tion and patent processes; assists in deter­
mining potential sources of funds (e.g., 
private investors, seed capital fund, venture 
capitalists) for new product development 

Assesses market potential of specific inven­
tions and steps needed to commercialize 
them; provides commercialization assess­
ments and assistance to faculty, staff, and 
students when there is potential to create ad­
ditional product manufacturing businesses 
in South Carolina 

Assists inventors in technically refining in­
ventions; assists manufacturers in identify­
ing new products, this assistance being 

provided by Clemson's faculty, staff, and 
students 

Offers financial assistance to enable inven­
tors to reduce inventions to practice or to 
develop improvements and for commer­
cialization of inventions; assistance may in­
clude private and instiuitional support, 
SBIR grants from a federal agency, or state 
funds through a variety of support programs 

Refers clients and prospective clients to 
patent attorneys, as required 

PTO forms and publications; publications 
about patenting and licensing 
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Inventors and entrepreneurs 
whose products span the en­
tire gamut of product develop­
men~ both established 
corporations and early-stage 
product manufacturers; facul­
ty, staff, and students of Clem­
son University; others as 
required to support a client's 
product development and 
manufacture (see below) 

Fees for services; corporntc 
and f edernl grants; gifts from 
alumni and friends 
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To aid Ill the cnhanc..cmcnt of 
economic development in 
South Carolina through assis­
tance in developing new 
producl<; 

Soulh Carolina 

Affiliated with Small Busi­
ness Development Ccnler, 
South Carolina Research 
Authority, and South Carolina 
State Development Board 

' 

Emerging Technology Development and Marketing Center 
Clemson University 
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Clients have, a<; a primary inter­
est, the cstablishmcnl of a 
product manufacturing business, 
res~rch laooratory, or head­
quarters in lhe stale. 

Annual Venture Capital Con­
ference; InvcnlOrs Workshop; 
and entrepreneurship seminar 
program (under development) 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Counsels inventors on the commercializ.a­
tion and pal.Cnl processes; assists in dcLcr­
mining polentiaJ sources of funds (e.g., 
private invesLors, seed capital fund, venture 
capitalists) for new product development 

Assesses market polCnLiaJ of specific inven­
tions and steps needed to commercialize 
them; provides commercialization assess­
ments and assistance Lo faculty, staff, and 
sludcnts when there is potential to crcalC ad­
ditional product manufacturing businesses 
in South Carolina 

Assists inventors in technically refining in­
ventions; assists manufacturers in idcnlif y­
ing new products, this assistance being 
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provided by Clemson's faculty, stall, and 
sLUdcnts 

Offers financial assistance LO enable mvcn­
tors Lo reduce inventions lO practice or to 

develop improvements and for commer­
cialization of inventions; assistance may in­
clude private and institulionaJ suppon, 
SBIR grnnts from a federal agency, or st.ale 
funds through a variety of support progrnrns 

Refers cliems and prosrx;clivc clients LO 

patent auorncys, as required 

PTO forms and publications; publicatior,s 
about patenting and licensing 



Sale of booth space at Inven­
tors Congress 

Regular meetings as needed; 
biannual Inventors Congress 

Referrals to regional "experts" 
who can assist inventors 

PTO publications; publica­
tions about patenting and 
licensing inventions and about 
getting financing 

To conduct Biannual Inven­
tors Congress 

South Dakota 

Not-for-profit corporation 

South Dakota Inventors Congress 
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Inventors, small business 
developers, engineers, and 
scientists 

Annual dues of $30 

To advance technology 
throughout Tennessee by 
providing infonnation, 
guidance, and encouragement 
to those involved in innovation 

Tennessee 

Chartered non-profit organiza­
tion 

Affiliated with National Con­
gress of Inventor Organiza­
tions 

Tennessee Inventors Association 

130 

Monthly meetings with 
programs that discuss many 
facets of innovation; topics 
of discussion include the 
patenting process, obtaining 
seed money and venture 
capital, business plans, 
image development; many 
meetings conclude with a 
"show and tell" session 

Periodically, local 
workshops and invention ex­
hibitions are held. 

Monthly newsletter 
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Inventors, small business 
developers, engineers, and 
scientists 

Annual dues of $30 iif \ 
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To advance technology 
throughout Tennessee by 
providing information, 
guidance, and encouragement 
to Lhose involved in innovation 

Tennessee 

Chartered non-profit organil..a­
uon 

Affiliated wilh National Con­
gress of Inventor Organil..a­
tions 

Tennessee Inventors Association 
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Monlhly meetings wilh 
programs lhaL discuss many 
facets of innovation; topics 
of discussion include Lhe 
patenting process, obla.ining 
seed money and venture 
capital, business plans, 
image development; many 
meetings conclude with a 
"show and tell" session 

Periodically, local 
workshops and in ven Lion ex -
hibilions are held. 

Monthly newsletter 
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Small business owners 

U.S. Small Business Ad­
ministration; fees for 
management training 

Continuing education, 
workshops, and seminars 

Offers free counseling to 
small business owners and 
potential owners regarding 
organizational, financing, 
marketing, and technical 
problems 

Provides free assistance to 
small businesses in solving 
technical problems 

r111 

To strengthen the Tennessee 
small business community 
and contribute to the state's 
economic growth through 
business development and 
job creation 

Southwestern Tennessee 

Affiliated with Memphis 
State University 

Tennessee Small Business Development Center 
Southwest Regional Office 
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Endowment from the State; 
some ARC funding 

II 

To promote economic 
development for the State of 
Tennessee 

Tennessee 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Tennessee Technology Foundation 
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Quarterly newsletter 

Provides one-on-one coun­
seling of inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Directs persons to sources of 
financial assistance 

Assesses market potential of 
specific inventions and steps 
needed to commercialize 
them, on a limited basis 

Provides limited assistance 
to inventors in technically 
refining inventions 

Assists manufacturers in 
identifying new products 

PTO publications; publica­
tions about patenting, licens­
ing, and financing 



Endowment from the St.ate; 
some ARC funding 

To promote economic 
development for the St.ate of 
Tennessee 

Tennessee 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Tennessee Technology Foundation 

132 

Quarterly newsletter 

Provides one-on-one coun­
seling of inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Directs persons to sources of 
financial assist.ance 

Assesses market potential of 
specific inventions and steps 
needed to commercialize 
them, on a limited basis 

Provides limited assis1.ance 
to inventors in technically 
refining inventions 

Assists manufacturers in 
idcntif ying new products 

PTO publications; publica­
tions about patenting, licens­
ing, and financing 
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Inventors, entrepreneurs, 
patent agents and attorneys, 
venture capitalists, and 
other service providers 

Annual dues of $25 

Monthly meetings with 
speakers; annual conference 

VEF Bulletin, a monthly 
newsletter 

Directory 

Speakers at the regular meet­
ings discuss the commer­
cialization and patent 
processes and provide an as­
sessment of the steps needed 
to commercialize inventions. 

Inventors class at Pellissippi 
State Technical College and 

I 

To provide an environment 
in which aspiring 
entrepreneurs can interact 
on a personal basis with suc­
cessful entrepreneurs and 
with professionals who pro­
vide necessary support ser­
vices for start-up businesses 

Knoxville/Oak Ridge/ 
Blount County area 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Venture Exchange Forum 

the Center for New Venture 
Analysis at the University of 
Tennessee 

Critical reviews of inventions 
are planned for the future. 

Provides an infonnal infonna­
tion network in which volun­
teer resource persons assist 
aspiring entrepreneurs 

Arranges meetings between in­
dividual inventors and 
manufacturers 

An Entrepreneurship Library 
has recently been established 
at Pellissippi State Technical 
Community College that con­
tains publications about the 
patenting and commercializa­
tion of inventions. 
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Inventors 

Fees for services, which 
may be in the form of an 
equity interest 

To assist inventors in estab­
lishing businesses based on 
invention, innovation, and 
discoveries 

Mainly Texas, especially 
the Houston and Austin 
areas 

Professional Corporation 
(law firm) 

See below for affiliations 

Baker, Kirk and Bissex, P.C. 
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Professional Organizations: 
National Association of Small 
Business Investment Com­
panies; American Bar Associa­
tion; American Intellectual 
Property Law Association 

A principal of the firm par­
ticipates in attempts to get 
school systems involved with 
the invention process. 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and patent 
processes 

Provides critical review of in­
ventions and proposed busi­
ness structure and plans 

Assists in setting up business 
and financing strategy 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists and arranges meet­
ings among them 

Provides management exper­
tise to assist inventors in 
moving forward by creating 

relations with accountants, 
marketing experts, sales ex­
perts, manufacturing sources, 
or possible licensees 

Assesses marlcet potential of 
specific inventions and steps 
needed to commercialize them 

Assists with patentability sear­
ches 

Prepares, files, and prosecutes 
patent applications 
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Inventors 

Fees for services, which 
may be in the form of an 
equity interest 
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To assist invemors in estab­
lishing businesses based on 
invention, innovation, and 
discoveries 

Mainly Texas, especially 
the Houston and Austin 
areas 

Professional Corporation 
(law firm) 

See below for affiliations 

Baker, Kirk and Bissex, P.C. 
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Professional Organizations: 
National Association of Small 
Business Invesunent Com­
panies; American Bar Associa­
tion; American IntellecLUaJ 
Property Law Association 

A principal of the finn par­
ticipates in attempts to get 
school systems involved with 
the invention process. 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and patent 
processes 

Provides critical review of in­
ventions and proposed busi­
ness structure and plans 

Assists in setting up business 
and financing strategy 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent allomeys, and venture 
capitalists and arranges meet­
ings among them 

Provides management exper­
tise LO assist inventors in 
moving forward by creating 
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relations with accountants, 
marketing experts, sales ex­
perts, manufacturing sources, 
or possible licensees 

AsSt;sscs market polCntial of 
specific inventions and steps 
needed to commercialize them 

Assists with patentability sear­
ches 

Prepares, files, and prosccuLCs 
patent applications 
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Fees for services ($150 per 
hour) 

The most important counseling 
lnnovex provides is how to 
make a business of inventing; as­
sists in the remainder of the 
process if clients are willing to 
proceed on a businesslike basis 

Offers invention evaluation ser­
vices 

Provides referrals on aspects of 
clients' problems, if necessary 

Participates in the INVENT 
AMERICA! program sponsored 
by school systems in the Dallas­
Fort Worth area 

Fonned by 14 members of the 
Texas Inventors Association 
for the purpose of combining 
their efforts to get their ideas 
developed and marketed; to 
help other inventors and busi­
nesses, they formed a consult­
ing group to assist in idea 
development, product design, 
manufacturing methods, and 
product line expansion 

National 

Business corporation 

Maintains continuing contact 
with inventors, manufacturers, 
and service providers 

Provides referrals on such mat­
ters as sources of financial assis­
tance or patent attorneys 

Assesses market potential and 
steps needed to commercialize 
specific inventions 

Assists inventors in technically 
refining inventions 

lnnovex, Inc. 

Assists in the development of 
manufacturing techniques and 
improvements in product design 

In general, attempts to assist 
others to do as much themselves 
as is practical; normally, an in­
ventor would not need their ser­
vices more than one hour every 
two or three months 
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Inventors and, as associate 
members, providers of ser­
vices to inventors 

Annual dues: sustaining­
profession ($60), active 
($100), and associate 
($250); annual subscription 
fee of $24 to the newsletter 
for nonmembers 

A networlcing organization; 
purposes include the 
stimulation of creativity and 
sharing of knowledge 

Houston area 

Not-for-profit 50l(c)(3) cor­
poration 

Network of American Inventors and 
Entrepreneurs 
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Monthly meetings, annual 
meeting, weekly Group 
Council meetings 

NAIE News, a quarterly 
newsletter 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Has developed The Group 
Council, a procedure for en-

couraging progress toward 
an inventor's goal (e.g., 
development of an idea or 
marketing of a product); 
meets on Wednesdays on 
marketing and Tuesdays on 
product development, acts as 
a support group and 
brainstorming group; par­
ticipants sign nondis­
closure/noncompetition 
documents and can act as 
witnesses to the develop­
ment of inventors; logs are 
kept of meetings of the 

Group Council, and progress 
toward goals is charted 
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Inventors and, as associate 
members, providers of ser­
vices to inventors 

Annual dues: sustaining­
profession ($60), active 
($100), and associate 
($250); annual subscription 
fee of $24 to the newsletter 
for nonmembers 
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A networking organization; 
purposes include the 
stimulation of creativity and 
sharing of knowledge 

Houston area 

Not-for-profit 50l(c)(3) cor­
poration 

Network of American Inventors and 
Entrepreneurs 
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Monthly meetings, annual 
meeting, weekly Group 
Council meetings 

NAJE News, a quarterly 
newsletter 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Has developed The Group 
Council, a procedure for en-

couraging progress toward 
an inventor's goal (e.g., 
development of an idea or 
marketing of a product); 
meets on Wednesdays on 
marketing and Tuesdays on 
product development, acts as 
a support group and 
brainstorming group; par­
ticipants sign nondis­
closurc/noncompetition 
documents and can act as 
witnesses to the develop­
ment of inventors; logs are 
kept of meetings of the 
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Group Council, and prog1,!~ 
toward goals is charted 



Inventors, entrepreneurs, 
small businesses, invention 
developers, and university or 
institutional researchers 

State appropriations; federal 
grants; private-public partner­
ships; subscriptions to 
newsletter; special issues ser­
vice; information package on 
how to start a technology­
based business 

To help diversify the 
economy of Texas through 
the advancement of the com­
mercial technology base 

Texas, with several regional 
offices 

A division of the Texas En­
gineering Experiment Station 

Technology Business Development 
Texas Engineering Experiment Station, Texas A & M University 
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Quarter! y workshops; meetings 
in major Texas cities to address 
the needs of the technology busi­
ness start-up community; co­
sponsorship of pertinent 
workshops/conferences 

Diversification Report, a 
quarterly newsletter with special 
issues quarterly; annual direc­
tory of technology transfer and 
business resources in the state; 
conference proceedings 

Female and minority business 
outreach 

Contact point in Texas for NASA Industrial 
Applications Center; Texas Innovation In­
formation Network System 

Counsels inventors on the commerciali1.a­
tion and patent processes; offers in-depth 
review of inventions on selected basis, ac­
cording to potential and resources; makes 
referrals 

Provides for communication among inven­
tors, manufacturers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture capitalists and 
arranges meetings among them 

Assesses market potential and steps needed 
to commercialize inventions; makes evalua-

tions; does testing of prototypes; assists 
manufacturers in identifying new products, 
helping to redesign products, and updating 
or improving processes 

Assists with patentability searches on 
selected basis; provides access to federal 
technology data bases available through the 
NASA Industrial Applications Center; of­
fers counseling on SBIR application process 

PTO publications; SBA publications on the 
patent process and on management and tech­
nical issues; publications about patenting, 
licensing, and financing 
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Inventors, entrepreneurs, small 
high-technology businesses, 
universities 

$3,000 annual fee for corporate 
subscribers; grants from public 
and private sources 

To develop a system in Texas 
to improve the scientific and en­
gineering infonnation ttansfer 
between universities, small 
high-technology businesses, 
and other sectors in order to in­
crease the number of Texas in­
novations, improve the state's 
research competitiveness, and 
foster economic growth for the 
state 

Texas 

Non-profit organization 

Texas Innovation Information Network System 
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Provides a computerized 
clearinghouse containing in­
formation on current re­
search, engineering 
developments, technology 
management, and education 
in Texas; data base also 
describes the capabilities 
and needs of the state's 
scientists, engineers, 
entrepreneurs, advanced 
technology companies, 
professional services, and 
educational institutions 
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Inventors, entrepreneurs, small 
high-technology businesses, 
universities 

$3,000 annual fee for corporate 
subscribers; grants from public 
and private sources 
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To develop a system in Texas 
lo improve the scientific and en­
gineering information trnnsf er 
between universities, small 
high-Lechnology businesses, 
and other sectors in order LO in­
crease the num bcr of Texas in­
novations, improve the st.ate' s 
research competitiveness, and 
foster economic growth for the 
SI.ale 

Texa') 

Non-profit organization 

Texas Innovation Information Network System 
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Provides a computerized 
clearinghouse containing in­
formation on current re­
search, engineering 
developments, technology 
management, and education 
in Texas; data base also 
describes the capabilities 
and needs of the st.ate' s 
scientists, engineers, 
entrepreneurs, advanced 
technology companies, 
professional services, and 
educational institutions 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, invention 
developers, and others with 
a wide range of experience 

Annual dues of $55 

Monthly meetings, except 
during summer, often with 
speakers; annual conference 

Quarterly newsletter 

Participates in the INVENT 
AMERICA! program sponsored 
by school systems in the area; 
members speak at schools and 
for interested groups 

Counsels inventors on the com­
merciali1.ation and patent proces­
ses through guest speakers and 
association with more ex­
perienced members 

To assist inventors in learn­
ing about the activities of in­
venting, about protection of 
ideas, and about commer­
ciali1.ation of ideas 

Dallas-Fort Worth Area 

Not-for-profit corporation 

Affiliated with National 
Congress of Inventor Or-
gani1.ations 

Texas Inventors Association 

Provides for communication 
among members 

When the occasion arises, mem­
bers are informed of man­
ufacturers' need for new 
products. 

Members help each other on a 
personal basis to assess the 
market potential of specific in­
ventions. 

Part of educational program is 
to have speakers who can help 
explain the steps for commer­
ciali1.ation 

Members provide assistance to 
each other on a personal basis 
in technically refining inven­
tions. 

Assists with identifying patent 
searchers, but does not make en­
dorsements 

PTO publications; publications 
about patenting, licensing, and 
financing 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, and inven­
tion developers 

Annual dues 

To inform members as to the 
procedures of inventing 
through the knowledge gained 
from meeting and associating . 
with other members and guests 

Utah and Salt Lake City area 

Nonprofit society 

Affiliated with National Con­
gress of Inventor Organi7.a­
tions 

lntermountain Society of Inventors and 
Designers 

140 

Monthly meetings with 
speakers; annual banquet 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes ( only 
through speakers) 

Provides judges for young 
inventors fairs 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 

patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Provides information to as­
sist in patentability searches 

Refers members with patent 
protection questions to NCIO 

PTO publications 
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Inventors, manufacturers, 
patent attorneys, and inven­
tion developers 

Annual dues 
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To inform members as to the 
procedures of inventing 
through Lhe knowledge gained 
from meeting and associating 
with other members and guests 

Utah and Salt Lake City area 

Nonprofit society 

Affiliated wilh National Con­
gress of Inventor Organi7.a­
tions 

lntermountain Society of Inventors and 
Designers 
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Monthly meetings with 
speakers; annual banq uct 

Counsels inventors on Lhc 
commercialization and 
patent processes (only 
through speakers) 

Provides judges for young 
inventors fairs 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invemion developers, 

patent attorneys, and venture 
cap ii.al ists 

Provides information to as­
sist in patcntability searches 

Refers members with patent 
protection questions to NCIO 

PTO publications 
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Inventors seeking to com­
mercialize patented inven­
tions; existing and potential 
small business owners 

Nominal fees for 
workshops, seminars, etc.; 
U.S. Small Business Ad­
ministration; publications, 
such as a complete business 
plan guide with examples; 
private sector 

Workshops, seminars, con­
ferences 

Quarterly newsletter 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and 
patent processes 

Supplies consultants who 
provide information and 
guidance to help small busi­
nesses define and solve busi­
ness problems 

To provide specific advice 
and direct help with basic 
business skills to existing or 
potential owners or 
managers so they can 
operate successful busi­
nesses 

Utah 

Affiliated with 
Entrepreneurs Professional 
Assistance Service (EPAS) 

Utah Small Business Development Center 
University of Utah 

EP AS provides business and 
commercial feasibility and 
"marketing due diligence" 
studies of potential oppor­
tunities 

PTO publications; publica­
tions about patenting, licens­
ing, and financing 

141 



:{??~??\ 

!1'1111 

iilii 

Inventors, new high-technol­
ogy industries 

State of Utah, federal agen­
cies, local governments, and 
the private sector 

ll 

To stimulate new high tech­
nology industry in Utah 

Utah 

Public nonprofit corporation 

Utah Technology Finance Corporation 

iiii 
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142 

Provides grants for product 
development with the Utah 
Technology Finance Corp. 
receiving a five-year, 3% 
royalty on any product 
developed by the companies 
with the grant money 
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To stimulate new high tech­
nology industry in Utah 

Utah 

Public nonprofit corporntion 

Utah Technology Finance Corporation 
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Provides grants for product 
development with the Utah 
Technology Finance Corp. 
receiving a five-year, 3% 
royally on any product 
developed by the companies 
with the grant money 



Inventors at state agencies 
and institutions, new and 
small businesses, 
entrepreneurs, patent agents 
and attorneys providing sup­
port through the Innovation 
Centers 

Commonwealth of Virginia, 
local business comm unities 

Innovation or entrepreneur­
ship centers based at the fol­
lowing schools: College of 
William and Mary, George 
Mason University, James 
Madison University, 
Longwood College, Old 
Dominion University, Univer­
sity of Virginia, Virginia 
Commonwealth University 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization and patent 
processes at the Innovation 
Centers 

To enhance, mobilize, and 
transfer the state's science 
and technology resources to 
promote economic develop­
ment in the state 

Virginia 

Not-for-profit corporation 
chartered by the General As-
sembly of the Common-
wealth of Virginia 

Technology Commercialization 
Center for Innovative Technology (CIT) 

One of the objectives of 
entrepreneurship centers is to 
encourage the mutual ex­
change of ideas and 
know ledge through com­
puters, newsletters, forums 
and other mechanisms. 

Assesses market potential of 
specific inventions and steps 
needed to commercialize them 

The CIT-sponsored Engineer­
ing Clinic at Old Dominion 
University helps businesses 
that lack the engineering man­
power or resources to modify 

or develop a product or system. 
Faculty and students supply a 
core resource that companies 
can draw on. 

Provides seed money to colleges 
and universities to set up either 
entrepreneurship centers or in­
novation centers (incubators) 

Evaluates inventions developed 
at state agencies and institutions 
and pursues intellectual proper­
ty rights for the inventors and 
their institutions 
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II Inventors, manufacturers 
with R&D projects, patent 
agents and attorneys, inven­
tion developers who are con­
ducting state-of-the art 
programs with linkages to 
Virginia Tech's R&D, 
teaching and service ac­
tivities 

Leases 
·~ 

;~~~~ 

To provide facilities and 
support services to new and 
expanding corporate R&D 
programs in the CRC's re­
search part 

National 

Not-for-profit corporation 
~sociated with a Slate 

university 

See below for affiliations 

Va Tech Corporate Research Center {CRC) 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
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Affiliated with Virginia Tech 
Foundation, Virginia Tech 
Intellectual Properties, Inc., 
Roanoke Regional Partnership, 
Venture Capital Forum, Associa­
tion of University Related Re­
search Parks, New River Valley 
Economic Development Al­
liance, Blacksburg Chamber of 
Commerce 

Three or four meetings per year 
with talks on business-related 
topics 

Counsels inventors on the com­
mereialization and patent proces­
ses in conjooction with affiliates 

Asmsts in the refinement and im­
plementation of busin~ plans 

Develops strategies to promote 
regional economic development 
throughout the New River Val­
ley 

In coojunction with affiliates, 
promotes netwodcing for inven­
uxs; provides as&Stance to in­
ventors in technically refining 

inventions and to manufacturers 
in identifying new products 

Creative lease structuring of 
space and laboratory improve­
ments assists tenants. 

Through Virginia Tech Intellec­
tual Properties, Inc., patent assis­
tance is provided. 

PTO publications; publications 
about patenting, licensing, and 
financing 
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To provide facilities and 
support services to new and 
expanding corporate R&D 
programs in the CRC's re­
search park 

National 

Not-for-profit corpordlion 
associated with a state 
university 

Sec below for affiliations 

Va Tech Corporate Research Center (CRC) 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
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Affiliated with Virginia Tech 
Foundation, Virginia Tech 
Intellectual Properties, Inc., 
Roanoke Regional Partnership, 
Vemure Capital Forum, Associa­
tion of University Related Re­
search Parks, New River VaUey 
Economic Development Al­
liance, Blacksburg Chamber of 
Commerce 

Three or four meetings per year 
with talks on business-related 
Lopics 

Counsels inventors on the corn­
merciafo•..ation and patent proces­
ses in conjunction with affiliates 

Assists in the refinement an<l im­
plementation of business plans 

Develops strategics to promote 
regional economic development 
throughout the New River Val­
ley 

ln conjunction with affiliates, 
promolCS networking for inven­
tors; provides assistance to in­
ventors in technically refining 
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space and laboratory imµrove­
mcnL'> assists tenants. 

Through Virginia Tech Ini.ella: -
tual Properties, Inc., patwl assis­
tance is provided. 
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Inventors and owners of 
small businesses 

Client should provide 
enough infonnation about 
the product so that an 
evaluation can be made, and 
the IAC Director should 
determine that the client can 
benefit from an evaluation. 

Fees for services ($135 per 
commercial evaluation) 

Sponsors speakers 

Provides counseling through 
the SBDC counselor network 

Performs commercial evalua­
tions of inventions 

Provides assistance with 
patentability searches 
through the NASA In­
dustrial Application Center 

To provide objective evalua­
tions designed to help inven­
tors and owners of small 
businesses detennine the 
potential commercial suc­
cess of new products, 
processes, or services 

Western states 

Part of the Small Business 
Development Center 

Innovation Assessment Center (IAC) 
Washington State University 

Provides small business 
counseling,education,and 
research through the SBDC 

PTO publications; publica­
tions about financing. 
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Individual inventors and in­
ventors from businesses, 
public and private agencies, 
patent attorneys, and ven­
ture capitalists 

Fees for services based on 
the actual costs to the 
university 

To assist businesses and in­
dustries in accessing UW­
Stout' s resources 

Wisconsin and neighboring 
states 

Center for Innovation and Development 
University of Wisconsin - Stout 

146 

Counsels inventors on com­
mercialimtion and patent 
processes 

Provides critical review of 
inventions 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists and arranges meet­
ings among them 

To a limited degree, 
provides assessments of the 
marlcet potential of specific 
inventions and of the steps 
needed to commercialize 
them 

Assists inventors in techni­
cally refining inventions 

Provides prototype develop­
ment, product manufactur­
ing, materials selection, 
plant layout, process control, 
packaging advice 

Provides financial assistance 
to enable inventors to reduce 
inventions to practice or to 
develop improvements, but 
has very limited resources 
for this purpose 

Offers advice on how to per­
form preliminary patent­
ability searches 

PfOforms 
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Individual inventors and in­
ventors from businesses, 
public and private agencies, 
patent attorneys, and ven­
ture capitalists 

Fees for services based on 
the actual costs to the 
university 
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To assist businesses and in­
dustries in accessing UW­
S tout' s resources 

Wisconsin and neighboring 
states 

Center for Innovation and Development 
University of Wisconsin - Stout 
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Counsels inventors on com­
mercialization and patent 
processes 

Provides critical review of 
inventions 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists and arranges meet­
ings among Lhem 

To a limil.Cd degree, 
provides a.'isessmenLS of the 
market potential of specific 
inventions and of the steps 
needed to commercialize 
them 

Assists inventors in techni­
cally refining inventions 

Provides prototype develop­
ment, product manufactur­
ing, materials selection, 
plant layout, process control, 
packaging advice 

Provides finarn.:iaJ assistance 
to enable inventors to re.duce 

inventions Lo practice or Lu 
develop improvements, but 
has very limited resources 
for lhis purpose 

Offers advice on how to pcr­
fonn preliminary patent­
ability searches 

PTO forms 



111111 

Consortia composed of Wis­
consin businesses and in­
stitutions in the University 
of Wisconsin system or 
other in-state institutions of­
fering post-B.A. or profes­
sional degrees 

The state provides initial 
funding, with repayment of 
grants by grantees. 

Provides grants to consortia 
of Wisconsin businesses and 
universities for development 
of new products and proces­
ses; applicants must provide 
a minimum match of25% of 
the value of the R&D ac­
tivity; grants must be repaid 
and include royalties if the 
results reach the marketplace 

To support the economic 
development of the State of 
Wisconsin and to encourage 
cooperation between busi­
ness and university in re­
search on and development 
of new products and proces­
ses 

Wisconsin 

Technology Development Fund 
Wisconsin Department of Development 
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ill Inventors and manufacturers 

Fees for idea evaluations and 
for workshops 

To channel investment into 
commercially viable concepts 
by encouraging further develop­
ment among inventors with 
promising new product ideas 
and by dissuading inventors 
from investment in expensive 
patents and/or prototypes if the 
market potential for their par­
ticular ideas appears extremely 
poor; national and international; 
affiliated with University of 
Wisconsin Extension; U.S. 
Small Business Administration 

Wisconsin Innovation Service Center 
University of Wisconsin - Whitewater 
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Quarterly workshops 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process 

Provides critical review of 
inventions 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac­
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Estimates the commercial 
viability of product ideas; 
identifies strengths and 
weaknesses for early and 
economical correction, if 
possible; provides objective 
opinions of individuals who 
have the expertise to 
evaluate inventions as well 
as give direction, by suggest­
ing what additional infonna­
tion may be required to 
render a more in-depth 
evaluation 
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Inventors and manufaclurers 

Fees for idea evaluations and 
for workshops 
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To channel investment into 
commercially viable concepts 
by encouraging further develop­
ment among inventors with 
promising new product ideas 
and by dissuading inventors 
from investment in expensive 
patents and/or prototypes if the 
market potential for their par­
ticular ideas appears extremely 
poor, national and international; 
affiliated with University of 
Wisconsin Extension; U.S. 
Small Business Administration 

Wisconsin Innovation Service Center 
University of Wisconsin - Whitewater 
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Quarter! y workshops 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process 

Provides critical review of 
inventions 

Provides for communication 
among inventors, manufac. 
turers, invention developers, 
patent attorneys, and venture 
capitalists 

Estimates the commercial 
viability of product ideas; 
identifies strengths and 
weaknesses for early and 
economical correction, if 
possible; provides objective 
opinions of individuals who 
have the expertise to 
evaluate inventions as well 
as give direction, by suggest­
ing what additional informa­
tion may be rcq uircd to 
render a more in-depth 
evaluation 
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Inventors, entrepreneurs, in­
tellectual property lawyers, 
venture capitalists 

A fee of $500 per licensing 
agreement and a percentage 
of the profits of each cor­
poration developed 

Counsels inventors on the 
commercialization process 
and starting up businesses 

Counsels inventors and in­
novators on protecting intel­
lectual property 

Assesses the market poten­
tial of inventions and adopts 
a strategy appropriate for the 
market potential; if the 
market potential is small or 
mid-sized, the appropriate 
action may be to obtain a 

To initiate start-up busi­
nesses to accelerate the com­
mercialization of inventions 
and innovations 

National 

For-profit corporation 

R&R is a wholly-owned sub­
sidiary of the Medical Col­
lege of Wisconsin 

Research and Resources, Inc. {R&R) 

patent and license the tech­
nology; if the market is 
large, then starting a com­
pany may be the appropriate 
strategy; if starting a com­
pany is the suggested action, 
R&R will assist in finding 
an appropriate CEO for the 
new company 
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This list of organizations and contact 
persons includes those that either (1) did not 
respond to our requests for information but 
for which someone still receives mail; (2) 
were identified after the cut-off date for 
catalog entries; or (3) are chapters of the In­
ventors Workshop International Education 
Foundation. Entries are listed alphabetically 
by state, province, etc. 

John Pursley 
Alaskan Inventors Office 
P.O. Box 241274 
Anchorage, AK 99524 
(907) 563-1274 

John W. Siber, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Alaska Science and Technology Foundation 
Suite 360 
550 W. 7th Ave. 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
(907) 272-4333 

Inventors Institute of Alaska 
P.O. Box 1327 
Wasilla, AK 99587 

Marvin Clarke 
Antelope Valley IWIEF Chapter 
P.O. Box 1406 
Palmdale, CA 93550 
(805) 273-0144 

Appendix: 
Other Inventor-Assistance Organizations 

Barret Johnson 
California Inventor's Council 
P.O. Box 2036 
Sunnyvale, CA 94087 
(408) 376-4314 

Barbra Alemdari 
Conejo Valley IWIEF Chapter 
782Combes 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 
(805) 496-9767 

Marvin Winner 
Gold Coast IWIEF Chapter 
468 Cole Place 
Goleta, CA 93117 
(805) 967-3176 

Jim Riordan 
lnventerprenuer Institute 
1859 Andrews Ave. 
San Jose, CA 95124 

Jay Snell 
Mountain View IWIEF Chapter 
118 Brenton Ct. 
Mountain View, CA 94043 
(415) 969-7974 

Violet Winstone 
Ontario IWIEF Chapter 
1845 Bonita Ave. 
La Verne, CA 91750 
(714) 593-1101 

Gene Scott 
Orange Co. IWIEF Chapter 
25061 Castlewood St. 
El Toro, CA 92630 
(714) 427-1269 

Paul Deiges 
Perris IWIEF Chapter 
1051 Davids Rd. 
Perris, CA 92370 
(714) 657-2822 

Wally Jones 
Redlands IWIEF Chapter 
1004 Cajon 
Redlands, CA 92373 
(714) 798-1451 

Mike Cifra 
Riverside IWIEF Chapter 
4041 Pedley Rd. 
Riverside, CA 92509 
(714) 684-5729 

Bud Miller 
Sacramento IWIEF Chapter 
3307 Barcon Way 
Sacramento, CA 95838 
(916) 927-9463 

Richard Ditzik 
San Diego IWIEF Chapter 
3143 Carnegie Ct. 
San Diego, CA 92122 
(619) 546-8535 
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Buck Buchanan 
San Jose IWIEF Chapter 
340 Rosewood Ave. 
San Jose, CA 95117 
(408) 248-1059 

Terry Chappell 
Santa Cruz IWIEF Chapter 
730 Encino Dr. 
Aptos, CA 95003 
(408) 662-1936 

Russ Beach 
South Bay IWIEF Chapter 
2113 W. 177th St. 
Torrence, CA 90504 
(213) 217-8988 

Robert Sperry 
Ventura IWIEF Chapter 
23390 Ostronic Dr. 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
(818) 340-4629 

Rose Blake 
Whittier IWIEF Chapter 
527 N. Azusa Ave. 
Covina, CA 91722 
(818) 960 7898 

Morton Levand 
National Inventors Association 
P .0. Box 6585 
Denver, CO 80206 
(303) 797-7540 

Ken Richardson 
Rocky Mountain Inventors Congress 
P.O. Box 4365 
Denver, CO 80204 
(303) 231-n24 
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Linda R. Mazeika 
Orlando IWIEF Chapter 
1131 Adams St. 
Hollywood, FL 33013 
(305) 920-9173 

Steve Chandler 
Sunrise Inventors Associations 
6402 Gamble Dr. 
Orlando.FL 32818 

Daniel 0. Voorhis 
Director 
Technology Commercialization Center 
College of Business 
Western Illinois University 
Seal Hall212 
Macomb, IL 61455 
(309) 298-2211 

Jack L. Banther 
International Assoc. of Prof. Inventors 
Rte. 10 
4412 Greenhill Way 
Anderson, IN 46011 

0. M. Stein 
Executive Director 
Kentucky Cqmmerce Cabinet 
Capital Plaza Tower 
Frankfurt, KY 40601 

Tom Howe 
Jackson IWIEF Chapter 
1021 Cedar Hill Dr. 
Jackson, MS 39206 
(601) 362-2968 

Ed Waters 
Meridian IWIEF Chapter 
P.O. Box4398 
Meridian, MS 39304 
(601) 483-8241 

Dr. Donald D. Myers 
Director 
Center for Technology Development 
University of Missouri 
105 Harris Hall 
Rolla, MO 65401 

Fred Davison 
Montana Inventors Assoc. 
RR#1, Box37 
Highwood, MT 59450 

John Balsam 
National Center for Appropriate Technology 
P .0. Box 2525 
Butte, MT 59701-2525 

Yellowstone Inventors Assoc. 
P.O. Box 23306 
Billings, MT 59104 

Rolin Stutes 
Northern Nevada IWIEF Chapter 
361 O Lakeshore Dr. 
Carson City, NV 89701 

Don Costar 
Administrative V.P. 
Nevada Chapter 
Inventor's Workshop International 
P.O. Box 9905 
Reno, NV 89507 
(702) 322-9636 

Janet Holloway 
NJ Small Business Center 
180 University Ave. 
Newark, NJ 07102 



Buck Buchanan 
San Jose IWIEF Chapter 
340 Rosewood Ave. 
San Jose, CA 95117 
(408) 248-1059 

Terry Chappell 
Santa Cruz IWIEF Chapter 
730 Encino Dr. 
Aptos, CA 95003 
(408) 662-1936 

Russ Beach 
South Bay IWIEF Chapter 
2113 W. 177th St. 
Torrence, CA 90504 
(213) 217-8988 

Robert Sperry 
Ventura IWIEF Chapter 
23390 Ostronic Dr. 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
(818) 340-4629 

Rose Blake 
Whittier IWIEF Chapter 
527 N. Azusa Ave. 
Covina, CA 91 722 
(818) 960 7898 

Morton Levand 
National Inventors Association 
P.O. Box 6585 
Denver, CO 80206 
(303) 79 7 -7540 

Ken Richardson 
Rgcky Mountain Inventors Congress 
P.O. Box 4365 
Denver, CO 80204 
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Linda R. Mazeika 
Orlando IWIEF Chapter 
1131 Adams St. 
Hollywood, FL 33013 
(305) 920-9173 

Steve Chandler 
Sunrise Inventors Associations 
6402 Gamble Dr. 
Orlando, FL 32818 

Daniel D. Voorhis 
Director 
Technology Commercialization Center 
College of Business 
Western Illinois University 
Seal Hall 212 
Macomb, IL 61455 
(309) 298-2211 

Jack L. Banther 
International Assoc. of Prof. Inventors 
Rte. 1 o 
4412 Greenhill Way 
Anderson, IN 46011 

D. M. Stein 
Executive Director 
Kentucky Commerce Cabinet 
Capital Plaza Tower 
Frankfurt, KY 40601 

Tom Howe 
Jackson IWIEF Chapter 
1 021 Cedar Hill Dr. 
Jackson, MS 39206 
(601) 362-2968 

Ed Waters 
Meridian IWIEF Chapter 
P.O. Box 4398 
Meridian, MS 39304 
(601) 483-8241 
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Or. DonaJd D. Myers 
Director 
Center for Technology Development 
University of Missouri 
105 Harris Hall 
Rolla, MO 65401 

Fred Davison 
Montana Inventors Assoc. 
RR #1, Box 37 
Highwood, MT 59450 

John Balsam 
National Center for Appropriate Technology 
P.O. Box 2525 
Butte, MT 59701-2525 

Yellowstone Inventors Assoc. 
P.O. Box 23306 
Billings, MT 59104 

Rolin Stutes 
Northern Nevada IWIEF Chapter 
3610 Lakeshore Dr. 
Carson City, NV 89701 

Don Costar 
Administrative V.P. 
Nevada Chapter 
Inventor's Workshop International 
P.O. Box 9905 
Reno, NV 89507 
(702) 322-9636 

Janet Holloway 
NJ Small Business Center 
180 University Ave. 
Newark, NJ 07102 



Robert Bassett 
Batavia IWIEF Chapter 
126 Grandview Terr. 
Batavia, NY 14020 
(716) 343-1946 

Chris Novell 
NY City IWIEF Chapter 
R.F.D. 2, Box 127 
Granite Springs, NY 10527 
(914) 248-5362 

J.E. Manuel 
NY Society of Prof. Inventors 
SUNY Farmingdale 
Lupton Hall 
Farmingdale, NY 11735 

Ray DiPietro 
Syracuse IWIEF Chapter 
205 S. Central Ave. 
Minoa, NY 13116 
(315) 656-9210 

Society of American Inventors 
P.O. Box 7284 
Charlotte, NC 28217 

Michael Jay 
Coordinator 
Ohio Tech Transfer Organization 
Terra Technology College 
1220 Cedar St. 
Fremont, OH 43420 

Sherri Chinistor 
Vice President 
Rural Enterprizes, Inc. 
P.O. Box 26980 
Oklahoma City, OK 73126 
(405) 841-5148 

Richard Lavalle 
Portland IWIEF Chapter 
2387 NW Kearney 
Portland, OR 9721 O 
(503) 227-4195 

Dave Hopfer 
Salem IWIEF Chapter 
2876 Cloverdale Rd. 
Turner, OR 97392 
(503) 7 43-2002 

Robert K. Jordan 
Northwestern Inventors Council 
Gannon University 
Erie, PA 16541 
(814) 871-7619 or 7621 

Dr. Robert Light 
Pennsylvania Inventors' Association 
C/o Office of Research and Ind. Progs. 
Penn-State University-Behrend 
Station Road 
Erie, PA 16563 

Tim Bigham 
Austin Entrepreneur and Inventors 

Organization 
1418 Fairwood Rd. 
Austin, TX 78722 

NW Inventors Assoc. 
723 E. Highland Dr. 
Arlington, WA 98223 
(206) 947-4307 

Ed Rosage 
Tacoma IWIEF Chapter 
2702 40th E. 
Tacoma, WA 98404 
(206) 922-9032 
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Important! 

Please use this tear-out 
page to give us feedback 
and increase our net­
working. List any or­
ganizations or programs that 
we have missed, give us cor­
rections to current entries, 
and give us comments on 
how we may make the next 
edition of the catalog more 
useful to you. For instance, 
what additional information 
or what types of other or­
ganizations should be in­
cluded (please supply 
examples)? 

Please tear out this page at 
the perforation, fold in half 
so Argonne address shows, 
add your name and return ad­
dress, staple or tape closed, 
and mail to: 

Dr. M. J. Bernard 
Bldg.372 
Argonne National Laboratory 
Argonne,IL 60432 

Alternatively, you may call 
him with your comments at 
(708) 972-3738. Thank you. 
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Corrections to entries in this catalog. Note: the current contact person for each listed organization or pro­
gram will be polled for updated information before next edition. 

Other organizations, programs, or services to inventors that should/could be included. Include other types 
of organizations and services that might assist inventors but are not represented in this catalog. Please 
give a contact person, address, and phone number, if possible. 

How else could this catalog be made more useful to inventor-assistance organizations and programs? 
Please add any other comments concerning the catalog's content and layout. Thank you. 



FROM: 

TO: Dr. M. J. Bernard 
Bldg. 372 
Argonne National Laboratory 
Argonne,Il.., 60432 


