








INTERN PROHLE

My name is Nfenuei Steele and 
H H l In this section, I wili discuiss my family backgrmmd and academic experience. From 

7̂ yadenua, the relevant factors of my internship pertaining to my education will become 
(jm m in ^ ^ n the technical report IHtowever, it is important here to describe the Apache heritage 

of my family. During my early childhood, I was raised with a traditional background. The 
primary language of use in my youth was Apadhe. I spoke no English until I began school. My 
grandfather owned a corral by his; house with two horses. My unde taught me to ride hoi^» 
at an early age. Htmting, which the reservation, is also a traditional aspect of
the Apache culture. I belong to a large extended dan of Apaches known as Istin ai yeeh. There 
had been a direct English translati on for this word, but it is derived from an Apache dialect of 
flie nineteenth century that is no Jonger(p^^lei^

I have always resented the stereotypical images of the Apaches portrayed by HolIywcKxi films. 
These films often portray Apaches as savage and "red-devils." Such caricatures have inflicted 
enormous misunderstandings of tlie Apaches in mainstream sodety. In reality, the Apaches had 
a religion which emphasized the preservation of their people. The conflicts(of t ^  Apaches 
the military forces of the European settlers were primarily fought in self-defense. This can be 
demonstrated by the fact that Apache forces rarely exceeded two-hundred warriors in strength. 
As a paradox, combined forces cf Apache scouts, U.S. soldiers, Texas Rangers and Mexican 
forces jften outnj -nbered the Apach in repeated conflicts b” hundreds or even thousands of 
troops.

The Apache veterans of my family do not aggressively instill a desire for war as a family 
tradition. Despite their treatment as second-dass citizens, my grandfather, Reynold, and his 
brothers, Ryan and Walter, served honorably in World War II. My grandfather served in the 
U.S. Navy and witnessed the bloody aftermath of amphibious assaults in the islands of the 
Pacific. His brother, Walter, was a U.S. Marine who served at Guadalcanal during the Japanese 
invasion directed by Yamamoto. After the victory at Guadalcanal by the U.S. Armed Forces, 
Walter was assigned with the first group of Marines who landed on Iwo Jima. He was nearly 
killed by sniper fire during the ground battle, but he survived. In the midst of military 
operations, Walter and Reynold lost their brother, Ryan, to sniper fire in Frankfurt, Germany.






























































