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I, mRonucTio:; 

Under a contract t:ron tha University oE California Lawrence Livernore Lab­

oratory, Magnetic Corporation of /:.iarica has undertaken a program to carry 

out a preliminary assessment of the feasibility of scaling up the laboratory 

techniques of making filamentary Nb.Sn superconductors using powder metal­

lurgy to commercial fabrication process. The purpose or the effort is 

divided into two tasks. The first one is to demonstrate that sintered 

niobiua rods infiltrated with tin can be reduced in area of approximately 

10 . The second task pertains to the extrusion by conventional manner a 

copper billet containing several sintered reds each encapsulated in tantalum. 

The ultiaata goal of the project is to establish optimal processing para­

meters that are suitable for the production of long lengths of fully 

stabilized, large current and high field conductors. 

The report describes in detail all the efforts MCA has carried out in the 

next section titled Experiments and Results. The first part of the section 

deals with procurenent of naterials, finding vendor facilities for powder 

compaction, sintering and infiltration. The behavior of different grades 

of powders is also described. Under subheading of Task A, efforts to pro­

duce single core wire are reported. Task B details the work undertaken to 

conventionally extrude a 2" diameter billet. Based on the results of all 

the trials, tentative conclusions are dravn and are suitsiarized in the last 

section. 
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Two batches o: niohiun poydur with particle size rangus of -200 +325 aesh 

end -100 +200 rsesh were purchased iron Teledyne Waii Chan;; Albany (T/'CA). 

XKO similar lots w r e also obtained fron Kavecki Berylco Industries (KH). 

Ths chenical analyses of the powder received iron each source is shown in 

Table 1 and Table 2 respectively. 

Initially, si:; rods rcaasuring 0.6" diameter :; 4.5" long were made by iso-

statically cocpacting the poi.'der in latex noulds at Thernoelectron Corpora­

tion, Walthan, Massachusetts. A hydrostatic pressure of 30,000 psi was eti-

floyed. Four of the six rods were compacted froa -100 +200 mesh TCCA pow­

der, or.i iron -200 +525 oesh TWCA. powder and one from -200 +325 mesh KBI 

powder. The K31 powder was niuch harde~ to corapact than the other. Pres­

sures up to 40,000 psi did not result In rods with adequate green strength 

required for later handling. The powder with ssaller particle: size was 

slightly hettar than tha larger size powder although both batches were frotn 

the same source. The higher oxygen and hydrogen contents in the KBI grades 

are believed to be primarily responsible for the powder hardness and thus 

poor comparability. However, an interesting feature of the KBI powder is 

that it yielded straighter rods than its counterpart. 

Sintering operation was carried out at Cecitorr Associates in Suncook, New 

Hampshire. Modifications have been done on an existing shop furnace to 

facilitate both sintering and tin infiltration of single compacts in the 

saaa furnace system. An overall view of the furnace is shown in Figure l.C£*~**y 

A total of 4 rods were sintered in a vacuus of about 5 r. 10 pn of Kg for 

15 minutes at 2260 to 22b'0°C. The infiltration wis dona by dipping each 
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ITEM MO 1 nncl 2 
DESCRIPTION Ct)lu;?.biua Pom'isr 
DIMENSIONS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

THE TEST FEPOBT FOLLOWS: 

DAT,- 1-17-77 
OA it SHIPPED Kef. I'/L #1 

DUAMTirvBinwED As Listed 
PHOOUcfioNoaoifiwo 53S0 
HSKKSNH Lot i;o. SR-2943 

CHEMICAL ANALYSIS IN PPM 
Al <20 <20 
C <30 <30 
Cr <20 <20 
Cu <40 </i0 
Fe <50 <50 
H 6 10 
Hf <50 <50 
11 25 33 
Hi <20 <20 
0 390 @ Si <50 <50 
Ta 764 790 
Ti <40 <40 
W 330 330 
7.x <100 <100 

Item 1: 1 can, 5.15 
Item 2: 1 can, 4.9if 

TABLE 1 
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~i r 
wi' Magnetic Corp. oS: America 

' 1 0 179 Boar Hi l l Road 
•7

0;;;-V/altham, HA 02154 

J L J 
Gf.DE* NO. 

78122 1/27/77 
SHiwyj VIA 

UPS Zone 2 COO $569.18 
cusv.-.o. - 612.9-
tov K. Keraaciialaa^ 

O'jiNiirr OcSCWIION ivl coi;:;i n PPEPAID 

5 

5 

1.36 
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Correct P/Ls 13747 Dated 1/10/77-Correct Description and 
Addition of Analysis 
. Niobium Powder Metallurgical Grade 

Lot£ WC3-300CD 200/325 
Loti;v;CB-300CD 100/200 

Tantalum Tubing Annealed 
1 Pc. 2 Ft. Lot; 139 0.540" O.D. x -065" Wall y. 24" Lone 

ANALYSIS 
SC3-300CD 

10 ppm Cr <10 ppm 
0 2 325 
S 2 10 
32 20 
Ta 290 
?i <10 
Fe 50 
•ta <10 
Si <10 
3n <10 
Si <10 

.-.-""iv'cn 

!4*i 3 1 !977 

Ca <10 
Na <10 
Al <10 
lio <10 
VI <10 
Zr <10 
Mg <10 
B <10 
Co <10 
Cu 10 

• Lot 439 
C 15 ppm Cr <5 ppn 
0 75 Ca <5 * 
N 10 . Na ND 
H <5 ' Al <5 
Nb <25 Mo -<5 
Ti <5 Cu <5 
Fe <5 Zr <5 
Mn <5 Co ND<5 
Si <5 Mg <5 
Sn ND<5 B <5 
Ni <5 W ND<25 

Comolete 
1. Jfo* Mali-Ms 

We rati fy iHot t ' l " raw material* ^<?d for trie items lijJ^d conform to ^ii.'/co^rnercial specificaliom. 

1. f W u c f 
Wc curtlf/ !'nei! ih>; items li.tcd conform to ^sV.'comnerciol spJcifirnlions nnd lo your order. 

3, Sj i tcbk cvirl^rry of conip'.a!-.;': fo your rcqyin.Td^nf; n ovciihb!'j in our files. ,-—\ 

Spvf'f ^ti ' ion'tw TABLE 2 

i,f/v Ai/-r,TK r p ^r.frr^..f/ W Of rOMPtUNCE ' i ••. A ,i n A 
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r Kaqnstic Corp. of America 
179 Bear Hill Road 
Walthaa, i-IA 02154 

~\ r 
SHI? M a g n e t i c C o r p . o £ A m e r i c a 

' i ° 1 7 9 B o a r H i l l R o a d 
'"'"•• V l a l t h a i n , MA 0 2 1 5 4 

L _J L_ _! 
OKD^rt NO, 

1 / 2 7 / 7 7 UPS Z o n e 2 COD $ 5 6 9 . 1 3 
cusr. f.o. - 6 1 2 9 

7 8 1 2 2 1 / 2 7 / 7 7 UPS Z o n e 2 COD $ 5 6 9 . 1 3 6or{>" ;> K e m a c h a l a - a y 
OUANfliY UNIT DESCP.lft.ON ^ c o l ; , . 'tc.'rt OUANfliY UNIT DESCP.lft.ON ^ c o l ; , . r j ppEPAio 

C o r r e c t P / L s 4 3 7 4 7 D a t e d 1 / 1 0 / 7 7 - C o r r e c f c D e s c r i p t i o n a n d 
A d d i t i o n o f A n a l y s i s 

1 5 l b s . 
. N i o b i u m P o w d e r M e t a l l u r g i c a l G r a d e 

L o t S WCB-3G0CD 2 0 0 / 3 2 5 
2 's 3 b s . L o t ; ; K C B - 3 0 0 C D 1 0 0 / 2 0 0 

T a n t a l u m T u b i n g A n n e a l e d 
1 1 . 3 5 I b - j . 1 P c . 2 F t . L o t # 4 3 9 0 . 5 4 0 " O . D . y. . 0 5 5 " 

ANALYSIS 

KCB-300CD ' L o t 

C 1 0 ppm Cr <10 ppia c 1 5 ppra 
0 2 3 2 5 Ca <10 o 7 5 
M-. 1 0 N a < 1 0 N 1 0 
H2 2 0 h l < 1 0 H < 5 
Jt , „ „ Ko < 1 ° Mb < 2 5 

i i <!o w < 1 Q T i < 5 

F e 50 Z r < 1 0 F e < S 

^ta <10 M ? < 1 0 Mn <5 
S i <10 B < 1 Q S i < 5 

En ' Art C o < 1 0 S n ND<5 

S <io c u 1 0 N i < 5 

. - • . • • • - i v c n u. L. c i v >-'-' 

.' s N 3 1 '.977 

W a l l x 2 4 " L o n g 

4 3 9 

C r <5 p p n 
Ca <5 

. Ka KD 
A l < 5 
Mo <5 
Cu <5 
Zr < 5 
Co KD<5 
Mg <5 
B < 5 
W ND<25 

Attachment/*) •^' C o m o l e t G 
Row Materials 

We C6flify iHoi tn« raw mat-rial* used for the iterr listed conform lo ^cir/cornmerciol specifications. 

?. Pfoc/uc/ 

Spvnf.' 

W? ct'rtify that the ilerm li-.tcd conlorm to y£S-r,'commercial specification* ond 10 your orde 

jitobl-2 '.'vidcfC* of conipl.a;::'.' to your rcq'jin.nifnt', |\ availably in our filr/s. 

...;.....! TABLE 2 
J - " M " ' " r ' " • " " " • " • • T C " f r o / . « P i . A N r F 440/!-
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rod in .1 700*C cjlvm tin bath for about 1 ninutej. To assure conplete 

inptegaation, the furnace t«s back-filled with fettered he lien to a pros-

sura of 2 psig. Wis first two siar.er.iaz runs tvra Bad a to get the Ccntorr 

Associates' personnel acquainted with the technique, .As ft result, thosa 

two rods were not considered to be suitable tot further processing. Ee-

cords Of each run are kept on sheets, one of which is shown in Table 3. 

Task A 

Two core rods were sintered at 2260°C for 15 nir.utes and infiltrated with 

tin in exactly the sane mannar as above. Sections from top and bottom of 

each rod were prepared for cetaliograoiuc examination. Snail amounts of 

Nb,Sn„ v-sre observed in the tin phasa. The weight W and volume V of each 

rod are nfeasurcd. The volucs fraction of tin is calculated using the 

forcula 

Voluae Fraction of Tin = V <% - V 
where y,., and y. are the specific gravities of niobiua and tin respectively. 

1.0 £>n 
3 3 

Specific gravity values of 6.54 gin/cm and 7.3 gtn/cm are taken for niobium 

and tin respectively. For the two rods, the calculated volume fractions of 

tin are 142 and 152. 

One rod was machined to 0.41" diameter, clad in 0.54" o.d. and Q.0&5" chick 

tantaluo tube with a copper slaeve on the outside. The copper sleeve had 

a 0.92" K 0.92" square cross section with a 0.625" hole drilled in the cen­

ter. The assembly ras sent to Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory where it was cald-

uorked by roll-forming in square grooves. The final rolling pass resulted 

in approximately 0.25" diacater round cross section, The rods were then 

swaged to 0.222" dixnatee. Due to the severity of rolling, the outer copper 

had slit at ao.?,e places along tha longth of the rod. Upon nctallographic 

http://siar.er.iaz


r;o. 

Po%\-icr- Kesh:__ 

Source: 

B.iixh Ii 'o.: 

Cozianction-

Sinterin:;-

Pressura: 

frfould: 

Rod Diaaater: 

Creeti Density: 

Tina: r I i 
Temperature: ! 
V?xui^i: 

Max. Power: 
leap, of Rods before dipping: 

Infiltration- Te~?erBt-jrs:_ 
Ties: 
Backfilling: 
Tin Vol. Fraction: 

Cladding- Core Diameter: 
Diffusion Barrier: 
Outer Sheath: 

Comeentsj 

TABLE 3 

MAGNETIC COWWWttOM 



examination, o:i:: crack e/.tunded to rb- : • ... Verier. A nicrogranh 

of the can:-:-;, W L B 1-J shown ir: Figure 2. The interconnected network 

of tin is seen as Cha dark phase. The rods were wire drawn at MCA at 

15Z reduction schedule. After the second die, tht rods started to show ev­

idence of internal breaking of the sintered core. Further diT.'.wlng led 

to fractures with cup and cone configuration. When the rod diameter 

was 0.134", the copper was removed. Extensive internal factures 0.25" 

apart were observed within the tantalua clad which remained continuous. 

The second infiltrated rod was slightly ground to 0.6" dia-neter and it was 

clad with 0.621" i.d. and 0.06E" thick tantalus* tube. The outer sheath 

was 0.826" i.d. and 1.054" o.d. copper tube. The assembly was swaged to 

approximately 0.9" diameter. The compact was further swaged in a four-

jaw swaging nachine at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. The die 

schedule that was followed is shown in Table 4. The final swaging pass was 

through 0.308" die. Sections were cut for netallographic study. A typical 

cross section is shown in Figure 3. As expected, the cross sections indicated 

a uniform reduction without any twisting of the core matrix unlike in the 

case of rods reduced by a two-jaw swager. When the rod was later subjected 

to wire drawing through a 0.239" die, it exhibited internal fracture at 

3 places. More fractures appeared following the next pass through 0.267" die. 

As shown in Figure 4, the core seems to fail first with pores developing 

in the center. The easily flowing tin occupies the enlarging pores. As 

the pores become larger and larger, tensile instability sets in leading to 

fracture. The pries reason was considered to be a lack of ductility in 

the sintered cores. 

\— MftcMinccct^aHAriON 
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SK.\C;I::C DIS SCHCDULE 

1) 0.840" 9) 0.475" 

2) 0-750" 10) 0.450" 

3) 0.710" 11) 0.425'' 

4) 0.675" 12) 0.392" 

5) 0.640" 13) 0.362" 

6) 0.600" 14) 0.340" 

7) 0.570" 15) 0.334" 

8) 0.540" 16) 0.308" 

TABLE k 
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of 6 rn:!i. 'I'D increase the tin conUiiL, ibv rod.; Ii.nl !:,•<.•!: c.o.rj.'iei i:d .'it 

25,00!,' ;i'u. For 'J rocs, tin; ;;in;-.-ci;r; ivx.ition i:; i!icr<:'.f.v-'d iroia V> to 30 

r.inut'.'S In ord-r to tr.provc. the duct i l i ty , {.'r.i'ortwwtoly, o::cr,-;>3iva ouc-

g.'jji'<;: fror: ti;-.' furnace and tliu .'•raphi'i.e i iii crucible caused a yuor vacuua 

in the i'j.- JO ' i.orr ran:;e for ch* J"ir:.l run. ;-or the ;.i't:o:id batch the 

vacuum v.'ij b.\ th- uid 10 ' rorr tangi:. 'i'lm tin ispre^rtiiUon uvi* done a t 

&00"C i-.i avoid any formation of intenjetaliic;; ti.;it»v>sii nUiblusn and t i c . 

Top :..f<::io:!a oi ,i!L the rod'.; and bot'tora y c t i o n s of two rod;; were mounted 

for ;:.'• l:iHu;',r;:?:iy. Typical Micrograph is ;;':iu--n in Figure 5. Tin voluae 

f r a c t i o n varied ij'-twe-ii about 117, and ?.0/'.. Tha reason foe th i s variation 

in r.h,' t in coatunt i:; nut known at this tir:e. 

A 2" uianeter :•: 6.5" long, fBO? copper extrusion b i l l e t was designed as showi 

in Figure 6. Holes wars dr i l led in the b i l l e t and reamed to 0.501" diameter. 

The in f i l t ra ted rods were raachined to 0.461" disas ter . The tantalum tube 

required to clad each rod is shown along with l i d s in Figure 7. The l i d s 

were nachiaad out of Kb-45? Ti alloy rod. Prior to assembly, the rods, tubes 

and l ids were acidicly cleaned. The rod assemblies were evacuated and 

electron-beam welded at both ends at Therraoelectron Corporation, Kalthao. 

The copper b i l l e t and owii.af the welded rod composites ate shown in Figure 

B. Following insertion of cleaned elements, the extrusion can was evacuated 

and electron-beam welded to the l id . 

The b i l l e t w.w extruded to 0.M5" diar.ste: rot) at i'.ucltat Metals Inc . , 

,. MACN.ctiQCO'WCSH.ircW 
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Concord, M isiwdiu^in;. Othir <::-:tru.;ion dut.-ili:; i-.cn :••'-• follow,: Ur.yr 

and bill''!, prchant - one nous M /il5"C; up.-.oc lo;:d * 220 Co;!:.; running load 

--' v/iriod ,-:;.''r.jnd 180 C O M ; extrusion speed = 23 ip:i. 

Th -re w w s«vere internal and external fracturing observed in tha 105" long 

as extruded rod. S'orse rin had coae out and got smeared on the surface. 

Visual e;-:,-.3ination indicated that the tin had escaped at several places in­

cluding the transition points where the elements started and cndsd. 

Three laatallographic sections ware cut 44", 47" end 105" Iron the leading 

end. Extensive eleaent breaking uas observed. It can be easily seen from 

the photomicrographs in figures 9 and 10 that ths sintered cores did not have 

enough ductility. It is believed that fractures in the certs lad to the 

rupture of tantalus harrier sheath leading to direct contact of core aaterial 

with the copper matrix. At the places of i?:ost severe caciage the cracks had 

extended to the surface. Primarily, two types of surface cracks were ob« 

served. An arrowhead type extending only appropriately one sixth of rod 

circumference night have been caused by internal fracture of one or two 

core elements at one point. The second type of cracks running perpendicular 

to the rod length were probably a result of two or more cores breaking inside. 

There are several ijaportant features to be observed in the micrographs. 

One is the fact that in spite of the internal and external cracking, a con­

siderable amount of tin had renained in the sintered cores. The other note­

worthy feature is the non-nixing of tin into copper matri>: where the tantalua 

sheath had ruptured. A nicroprobe examination at the interphase of copper 

and sintered core will be necessary to analyse the composition of various 

phases that nay have fatr.ad during extrusion, 

MAtiNfctiC COMBINATION 



FIGURE 9 

FIGURE 10 
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FIGURE 11 
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i n . sr:::Y ;;Y /.:;;; o,::'.;.v:,;rr:::s 

.'.j 1 f,:'rurr.i L:;J-jrcakui und^r both the tasks (Ud not pro'-v L;> ';<•.• <;LILC.Ĵ ::L•:J . 

Ti;••. (>.'•'rr i :.i:;/, ca'i« appears to be tii-_- lack of ductility i:: ;'.n- :, inters! 

and infiltrated cores, 'i'iia area reductions achieved so fat arc far belov 

those attained eurir.;; previous research work at Lawrence TV.-rkeley Laboratory. 

Starting at a 0.16'' diasster, the cores -..are reduced to 0.005" dianeter, i.e., 

•• reduction ratio of 710. Unfortunately, the vacua during sir-Cering in 

the present work was poor. In spite of the failures, certain important 

observation:; can ba viewed as encouragini;. Coldvorkinj: single core com­

posites in a four-jaw swaging naehine resulted in a uniform reduction with 

no twijtin;; (if the niobium natri:-:. This type of swaging bf<"j:nes useful to 

ler!:;!h.-n .'iir.t-rod cores before they arc put in a nulticor=' ••:-:trusion billet. 

Altlioc!.-;:: tantalum barrier ruptured jn cany places in the. 6-cor? e/:tr:sion, 

sorje tin renaLnid in the niobium cat-is. Furthermore, the tin did not 

contaminate copper where it came in contact with the latter. Therefore, 

it appears that when the ductility problerj of the rods is solved, even with 

soitie tantalurj rupture at the ends oE the billet, the tin can be retained 

in the natri:-:. 

Ductility is extremely dependent on the aaount of interstitial inpurities 

in niobiua and on the roundness of the pores. These conditions are in 

turn functions of sintering temperature, tine and vacuum. A quick and 

quantitative verification of the ductility is the microhardness of the 

niobium mntri:-:. Microhardness measurements will be nade on all ::ietallo-

graphic specimens already cut f ton infiltrated rods. It is believed frorj 

discussions with tha Berkeley group that a vncuin sinteri;ip, in the 10 

torr ranp.e at 2290 - 2300°C for one hour would be essential far achieve-

rient of enough du-tLLLty in the 0.5" dintietcr rod,;. The latest b.Kcii of 
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NOTICE 
"This report was prepared ito an uecminl of work 
sponsored by the United Siuies Government. 
Nuiihtr ihtf United Slates nor the V'nUyd Slams 
ticpantncni uf ftiergy. nor any of their employees, 
n c any of their contractors, suhcontraciorv or 
their employees, makes any warranty, cxp:&\ o; 
impVwi, or assumes any legal liability or rc-pon-
sihiliiy fot ihe ucairacv. cumplttcnesi or 
usefulness of any information, apparatus, pnwjuci 
or process (lî elos*:d. or represent* that lis u\t> 
aoiild nut iitfrinec/rivjiu'ly-owried rights." 
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