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The _9.90-I199,1_heat_4Ong,,season_ was the, _irst time: in_ Ma:&ne tha_

the, HOme, Heat_ng_ FUe,_s, Survey was conducted! _or the, Un_ted{ Sta,tes:

Department o,f Ene._q¥ _ by the: Ma'_ne _ State p'llann,f,ng! OZff_ce. Th,_s
seasen_ a{_so,marked{ the _irst tgme that dea,l_ers were surveyed: for a,

price __er propane_._

A M_dd!_e East cris_s,,,, wh_9_h_ began) the, _grst wee]{ _n_ August ef

_990_,_ deve,]_oped{ _nto_ _u,]_li-sca,lle _on_ct ._nvo_v,'_ng_ the un_ted
Sta,tes and_ at many t_mes served' as' the d_gv;ing! force for th,_s

y,ea,r"s o_ market Sn_ not on,l,'yMa,f,ne bu_ mu_h, oZ the Country.
'"Desert Sh,ge_d_''_and, '"Desert Storm, ''_d,_ew sta_e attention to o_il,'

p_ces and{ suppl_;es , two, months _.earlier than_ norma_ and l{asted
through the du_at._on_ of a norma_ heat}ng season_. Heati_ng o_:_

prices were actua,_y, being! mon,itered: from_ August at the state
_eve,_.

Under a _ate agreement, the State of Ma'ine was pi_cked up by

the reqi, ona_ survey of the _ Energy _nformati_on Agency _n the

beg,i,nn,._ng of October. Th_is accountedl for tl_e weekly surve_ of the
trad_/i_tgona_ parti, cgpants _n, the State"s Home Heating: Fuels Pr-ice

Survey ),]eing supplemented by bi-week:_y DOE surveys Qf separate

survey samp}es o_ o_l and propane deal_ers. The SPO sample
identifies 36 deallers .Sn the State of Ma_ne _, wh,i_e the DOE samp[be

was constructedi around 22 o_ dea_gers _n Mamgne and New Hampsh,ire

andl 29' propane dealers _n, Ma_ne:.

The SPO. survey of o_ dea_ers continued to. survey cash and

credlit prices for both, Number _ and Number 2 fuels, wh<l_e the DOE

survey sought the cash_ price for Number 2 from, dealers.. It is

recogn,izedi that the Zargest percentage of customers purchase fue_
at the cash, price in _the State o_ Ma_ne.

I,n_the first year of dealing with propane dea,liers, there were

some antic±pared problems _. The two, major d_fficu,kt !es were"

_dent_fying the appropriate dea,_ers (_dea_ers provid_ing fue_ to
customers for s#ace heating)and identifying, a common usage price

between_ deal{ors (the price genera,l_%y charged customers using 650 to

800_ ga,],_ons).

Th,_s al'so marked the first year for reporting via computer to

DOE using the PEDRO, software. After revisions were made to the

orig_na_ samples, the reporting process seemed to work quite weil.
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Prices

The _cash_ price f_o_ Number 2' fue_ o_ jumped! to, more than, one _

do_a,_ per ga,_on_ before __abor Da_,_ as home hea_,%ngl _ue_s fo_l_owedl

prices oZ a,_ petro_eum_ products ....

Prices continued! to, rise _nto t_e, _a_e _a_l. NO_L-ma_bmarket

act_vi_ty was 'movedi a_head',by about one _mont_h_,_ as the season_"s h_iqh_

price, average, was recorded! _n_ October. W_,_th, the a_pproach, o_
December,, one, cou,_dl _ot he,_p, bu_ wonder not on_y, about wa,r but a,_so,
about the weather. R_cord! _o,]_d'_tempera,tu_es _,a_di s_pp_y' shortages

of the _previous yea,r were st_._ on, peop_e_'s _m_ndS,.

By the _ _ew yea_, there was _ew, mon{id'ence in, t,he _ way wor_d_
evemts were un,fo_di_ng_,_ however there, was a4_so, a, g_ea{ d_a,_ of

expensive inventory on_ hand',,,as. the public wa,_ted: out _ a, re,_ative{_y
m_iidi w_ntero Dea,_ers_ be_ng_ surveyed_ vo_unteered tha_t, they were

busy w,itb dei_ve_-_es o_ l_O0Jga,_ons at a time rather than, fi_inq
tanks.

The, heating_ seaso_ endedi for DOE tl%e end_ o_ Ma,rch_ with prices

sti_ fa_i,n_! _n_ Ma_ne , and with, fifty-one _ i_nches o:f snow on the

ground} _n, the northern, most county',. Aroostook.

_n August, there was a g_ea,t dea,,_ o!_ specu,iba:tiom_ as to. the
e_fect of the M_dd_._e East unrest on_ the price and the a,vajj_abiiity

or" product.

Term_i_na._s reporting{ te the Maline State Pilann_ng Office showed:
dramatic i,n_reases in_ inv en_or_es_ in_ the, montl%_ of August. Reports

showed_ that the i,nventory hadl i_ncreasedl f_rom approxi_mate_y _5% o_

_apac_ty Ln_ J,u,_y,to, 4,_% in, A,_gust.

Stocks remained a_ a comfortable ._eve,_ throughout the heating_

season_. W__h, m_d! weather, dea,_ers were comp_a_n_i, ng_ of siew draw

down_ of _nventori, es.

There appea_-ed: to_ be no problem with the ava_:5_ab_ity of all

fue_ types rh,is yeast.

Wea_ther

Heatingi d_g_ee da_y,s were bei_ow average for the State

throughout the heating_ season,. December's weather contrasted that
of [_989 _to_ serve _as a, psychological boost to the pub_.%c ti_a_t there

wou,_d; be no, problems w._th f_,/e9 supply. Under this yea{-' s

cond!i:t.%oms, people had: no_reservati_ons about waiti_ng: out the winter
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