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The State ,  through the Vermont S ta t e  Energy Office i n  

ment with D. 0. E. implemented a weekly P i l o t  Survey Program f o r  r e s iden t i a l  

No. 2 heating f u e l  prices. The purpose of t h i s  survey program was t o  c o l l e c t  

weekly pr ice  data,  ca lcu la te  the  statewide average, submit the  r e su l t s  weekly 

t o  S. J. Seymour, Chief of Energy Data, D. 0. E. Region I, Boston and publish 

the average pr ices  t o  the public and the news media. 

The methodology used i n  col lect ing data was e spinoff 

survey which has been i n  place s ince  July 1974. The sample s i z e  of the sur- 

vey was developed a t  t ha t  time and was extracted from a statewide list of 

heating o i l  dealers.  The se lec t ion  of dealers was random with approximately 

3 o r  4 selected from each of the 14  counties f o r  a t o t a l  of 46. N o  emphasis 

w8s  given as t o  population and o r  the sa l e s  volume of dealers  i n  those counties. 

The dealer survey w a s  conducted by telephone. The pr ice  of No. 2 h e a t h g  o i l  
, .. 

i n  the pll.at survey was the posted retail price f o r  r e s iden t i a l  consumers ex- 

cluding any c red i t  and or  discount practices. Continuous co~l~nunications with 

the consuming public regarding f u e l  pr ices  provided us  w i t h  r i d e a l  cross- 

check f o r  the data  collected i n  our survey. This provided us  with survey 

p r i ce  data  validation. A l l  information received through the survey w a s  held 

t o  be confidential  and we continue t o  t r e a t  i t  i n  tha t  manner. 
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The outcome of t h e  P i l o t  Home Heating O i l  P r i c e  Survey was a s  follows: 

. 1. The, survey documented' t h e  va lue  of personnal  con tac t  wi th  t h e  

d e a l e r s  by t h e  S t a t e  Energy Office.  

2. It demonstrated the  S. E. O . ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  develop, implement 

and r e p o r t  on a d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  system providing c u r r e n t  in fo r -  

mation with a minimum turnaround time. 

3.  It provided t h e  Department of Energy with a secondary source  of . 

d a t a  f o r  cross-checking and v a l i d a t i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e i r  own 

EIA-9 monthly survey. 

' .  4. It provided t h e  S t a t e  with more cu r ren t  d a t a  as ' it allowed f o r  

p r i c e  surveying on a weekly b a s i s  of the  r e t a i l  p r i c e s  being charged 

t o  Vermont c'onsumers. H i s t o r i c a l l y  our o f f i c e  had been surveying 

p r i c e s  on a monthly b a s i s  ' s ince  J u l y  1974. Since t h e  end of t h e  

: P i l o t  Program we have reve r t ed  t o  a once a month survey. 

5 .  It provided s t a t i s t i c a l  p r i c e  information f o r  r e l e a s e  t o  t h e  medja,. 

and t h e  p u b l i c  and was.iused as a b a s i s  f o r  s h o r t  range planning,  

p r i c e  p r o j e c t i o n s ,  and budgeting purposes. 

.. . 

. . 
CONCLUSIONS 

8 - .\ 

I n  summary i t  was f e l t  t he  P i l o t  Survey allowed f o r  more, t imely d a t a  and 

had t h e  win te r  hea t ing  season been more severe  with supply/dernand problems, 

the  surveying of p r i c e s  on a weekly b a s i s  would have provided us  wi th  a 

valuable  t o o l  i n  deal ing  with any energy emergency. The a t tached t a b l e  out- 

l i n i n g  t h e  weekly r e s u l t s  from December 1, 1977 t o  Apr i l  30, 1978 i n d i c a t e s  

a 0.6C/gal i n c r e a s e  over the  period.  This  i n d i c a t e s  a s t a b l e  f u e l  o i l  p r i c e  

s i t u a t i o n  f b r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  the  73/74 embargo. It should be noted 
I .  

t h a t ' t h e  o r i g i n a l  P i l o t  P r i c e  survey period w a s  extended one month t o  t h e  end 

of A p r i l  on ' a  voluntary  b a s i s  by the  s t a t e s .  
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,%A- . 0ur:tecommendation-for.future energy p r ice . su rveys  is. based on our .pe r -  
* .  

. cept ion . t h a t  . the re  is  a def i n i . t e  .need f o r  p r i c e  d a t a .  c o l l e c t i o n  a s  a . t o o l  i n  

managing.tlie . . s t a t e  energy. resources .  We.fee1 t h a t  the.Department of Energy 

should e s t a b l i s h .  a. permanent funding program. f o r  energy . p r i c e  surveying and .. 

a l l o c a t i o n  " a c t i v i t i e s  :which.. al lows . t h e  states f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  .determining t h e  

. . 
. pxi.ori.tt.es i n  such d a t a  . c o l l e c t i o n  programs, 

, * .  

As mentioned e a r l i e r ,  . the.V&rinont. S t a t e  Energy. Off ice  has  b e e n  surveying . 
, 

: i e t 8 i l p i i . c ~ ~  of h e a t i n g f u e l s  and the  3 g r a d e s  of gasol ine  s i n c e  J u l y  1974. ... 

.The i n f  o m a t i o n  . h a s .  been'.shared wi th  D. 0.  E, among :o the rs ,  even.  though 

D. 0 ,  E, in.no'.way s u p p o r t e d ' . t h i s ' e f f o r t .  

I n  t h i s  :regard we . f e e l .  i n  the  pas t  D. 0.  E. has b e e n  . r e l u c t a n t .  t o  s h a r e ,  . 

and o r  fn f  o m  :the'. s t a t e s  .. of . t h e i r  ' a c t i v i t i e s  i n  these  same a reas .  We a s k  t h a t  , 

, the  . s t a t e s ' . b e  al1owed:to p a r t i c i p a t e  and share  with D. 0.  E. i n  t h e i r  d a t a  . 

. c o l l e c t i o n  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d ' . t o  our S t a t e  and t h a t  s u f f i c i e n t  funding be pro- 

vrded'.  the ' .  s t a t e s  . t o .  a l low.  f o r .  such.. cooperat ive e f f o r t s ,  

.In c los ing ,  I .would l i k e  . 'to comuiend M r .  .Seymour of D.' 0 .  E. .Region I ,  
4 . . 

.Bos ton . fo r  h i s  a s s i s t a n c e  and .he lp  on the .genera1  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  P i l o t  

' ~ ~ o ~ r a m .  I l o o k .  f orward. t o .  working k i t h  him i n  these  and s i m i l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  ' 

i n  the:. futuxe.  

n - ' Kindness . regards ,  

Chief of S t a t e  Fuel  Al loca t ion  
Vermont.State Energy Of f ice  
Montpelier,  v e n o n t  XI5602 ' 

September 5, 1978 
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STATE OF VERMONT - .  
'STATE ENERGY OFFICE 

PAVILION OFFICE BUILDING . . 
MONTPELIER. VERMONT 04602 

. . 
. .  . Mr. S. 3.  Seymour . ' .  . . 

Chief, Energy' Data . ' 

. . 

. : . .  Region I ,  Dept . of Energy . 
. 

150 Causeway Street  . . .  

; Boston, Massachusetts . . ' 02114 ' . . , .  f . . 
I 

. . I .  
Dear Mr. Seymour: 1 .  . . 

. , 

~ s : p e r  our Cooperative Agreement fo r  82 Heating O i l  Data collection . . , . 

between the Sta te  of Vermont and the U. S. Dept. of Energy, ,the 
attached is  a summary of the' c~mpleted work. However, i t  should be . . 

noted t ha t ,  barring any unforeseen circumstances., we plan t o  continue 
' 

the survey of .HZ heating prices through .the month of April, 1978. 

If you have any questions please feel f ree  t o  cal l  me. 
. . . . 

Si'ncerely , . . C 

. . 
. . . 

. . ' 4t+9%/1/ - ,  . . 

. . .Roger P. Dumas .. . . . .  .. . . . Chief of Sta te  Fuel Allocation , . . . . . 
. . , . 
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A , PILOT 'WEEKLY SURVEY . . 

.f 
Statewide Average Petroleum Prices Based on a Phone su'rvey o f  46 Fuel bealers 

. , Middle D i s t i l l a t e s  

Note: 

Period o f  

1977 

Dec. 4 - 10 
Dec. 11- 17 

Dec. 18- 24 . . 

Dee. 25- 31 

The sample s ize for  the survey 
i s  approximately 25% o f  the  t o t a l  . '  

number o f  dealers i n  Vermont.' 

I t  should be pointed out t h a t  the 
Lowest and Highest p r i c e  reported 
i n  the survey do not  represent 
the actual extremes. . Our empi r i c a l  
knowledge o f  the State ind ica tes  
tha t  the actual extremes i n  . r e t a i l  
pr ices exceed both ends o f  the  range. 
reported i n  t h i s  table.  

.'...#2 Fuel Kerosene 

, . 
. . 

Examp1 e : #2 Fuel . , 

50.0 
48.0/51.9 
50.1 

48.0/51.9 
' 50.3 

48.0/52.9 

Dec. 4-10 - 50.0. represents the Statewide Average 
48.0/51.9 represents the Lowest and the Hi ghest reported 

52.7 
49.5/54.9 
52.8 

49.5/54.9 . 
53.0 

49.5L55.9 . .  

t 
50.4 

48.0152.9 

by Roger Dumas 
Chief o f  S t a t e  Fuel A'llocation 
Vermont S t a t e  Energy Off ice 
Montpelier, Vermont 05602 
March 29, 1978 . , .  

53.1 
49.5/55.9 1 




