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https://robustlinks.mementoweb.org/zotero/ 
https://github.com/lanl/Zotero-Robust-Links-Extension/ 

https://robustlinks.mementoweb.org/zotero/
https://github.com/lanl/Zotero-Robust-Links-Extension/
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Stuff happens…
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The Web is Ephemeral
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iPres 2012
http://ipres.ischool.utoronto.ca 

Link Rot: 
Link stops working 

e.g., HTTP 404

http://ipres.ischool.utoronto.ca
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The Web is Ephemeral
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iPres 2014
https://www.ipres2014.org/ 

Link Rot: 
Link stops working 

e.g., HTTP 404

https://www.ipres2014.org/
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The Web is Ephemeral
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iPres 2015
https://www.ipres2015.org/ 

Content Drift: 
Linked content 

changes over time

https://www.ipres2015.org/
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Reference Rot = Link Rot + Content Drift

http://hiberlink.org/
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• Web resources referenced in <your_favorite_medium_here>:

• Are subject to reference rot just like any other web resource. 

• Are not necessarily under the custodianship of parties that care 
about long term integrity and access.

• Do not necessarily have the same sense of fixity that, for 
example, journal articles have.

Reference Rot
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Robust Links

1.  Create a snapshot of referenced resources in a public web 
archive
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Robust Links
1. Create a snapshot of referenced resources in a publically available web archive

2. Robustify links with:
• URI of archived snapshot (memento)
• datetime of archiving/linking
• original URI of resource

Benefits:
• Can visit live version of referenced resource
• Can visit created memento of referenced resource
• Original URI + capture datetime allows finding an appropriate capture in all web 

archives
• Uniform, machine-actionable
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Robustified Link

<a href="https://ipres2022.scot/"
iPres 2022</a>

http://robustlinks.mementoweb.org/spec
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Robustified Link

<a href="https://ipres2022.scot/"

data-versionurl="https://archive.ph/s2i4H"
data-versiondate="2022-09-07">

iPres 2022</a>

http://robustlinks.mementoweb.org/spec
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Robustified Link

<a href="https://archive.ph/s2i4H"

data-originalurl="https://ipres2022.scot/"
data-versiondate="2022-09-07">

iPres 2022</a>

http://robustlinks.mementoweb.org/spec
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https://journal.code4lib.org/articles/15509

Robust Links in Action

<!-- RobustLinks CSS -->
<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" 
href="https://doi.org/10.25776/z58z-r575" />

<!-- RobustLinks Javascript -->
<script type="text/javascript" 
src="https://doi.org/10.25776/h1fa-7a28"></script>
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https://robustlinks.mementoweb.org/
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https://robustlinks.mementoweb.org/zotero/

• Creates an archival copy of any ingested item with a valid URL
• Automatically when ingested via identifier
• Manually when created otherwise 

• Creates a note for each item with Robust Links data for copy and 
paste

• Exports robustified links via Zotero Translator 
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Manually Ingested Item - iPres Website



Robustifying Links with Zotero
@mart1nkle1n, @shawnmjones

iPres 2022, Glasgow, UK, September 15 2022
17

Manually Robustifying Item
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Robust Links Note
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Robust Links Preferences
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Robust Links HTML Export
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Robust Links HTML Export
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In Summary

● The Web is dynamic
○ Web pages disappear (“link rot”) and change (“content drift”) all the time

● Burden to provide reliable links via Robust Links is on the author, publisher, etc
○ Create an archival copy where none exists
○ Robustify links 

● Zotero Robust Links extension can help, try it out and share your thoughts!
○ https://robustlinks.mementoweb.org/zotero/
○ https://github.com/lanl/Zotero-Robust-Links-Extension/ 

https://robustlinks.mementoweb.org/zotero/
https://github.com/lanl/Zotero-Robust-Links-Extension/
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