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How does Curiosity Measure Atoms on Mars?

Measuring Atoms on Mars and on Earth — Compare the Data
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How do We Measure Atoms on Earth?
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In our earth lab we have measured earth sand of different colors: RED, BLACK, and
shown here. We can detect many elements, and the amount varies in each sand

Clusters 1, 2, and 3 are general sand types found at different locations on Mars. [4]

One way to measure an atom is to detect it’s emission.

Energy _ [5]. Can you see any differences? How is this dirt different than Mars dirt?
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Look to the periodic table to figure out the abbreviations.
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