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Agenda

• What is IP?

• Recognizing IP

• How IP is created and protected

• How IP can be used

Ask your friendly attorney!
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What is IP?



Intellectual Property (IP)

• A form of ownership
– “Any product of the human mind that is protected under law”

– (from the Coastal Patent website)

• Patents
– Exclude others from making, using, selling, or offering to sell anything 

that “needs” an invention or discovery

• Copyrights
– Exclude others from copying, selling, performing, displaying, or 

making derivative versions of works of authorship (including software)

• Other
– Trade Secrets
– Trademarks and Service Marks
– Other



Excluding Others…

• Others can’t use your property

– Patented ideas are your property (your employers?)

– Others must get owner’s permission

– Who will enforce your rights?

• However, you may not be able to use it either

– Improvement patents don’t allow use of the base 
patent(s)

• Excluding others is a “Negative Right”
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How do I recognize IP?



Patents

• US Patents must be

– Novel

– Useful

– Non-obvious

• The U.S. gives priority to the first to invent

• Ideas in the public domain aren’t patentable

– With certain, time-limited exceptions for inventors

– Publishing can be used as a defensive tactic

• Talk to your friendly attorney, if in doubt



A Silly Patent, Novel?
Method of Exercising a Cat



Another Silly Patent, Useful?



Copyrights

• Created by authors, composers, or playwrights

• Different rights compared with patents

– Copy

– Distribute

– Make derivative works

– Perform or display

– Import of export

• Creative works covered at time of creation

• Registration provides documentation
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How is IP created and 
protected?
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The IP Lifecycle (Patents)
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Copyright Lifecycle

• Create document

– Mark it properly

• The symbol ©

• Year of 1st

publication

• Author’s name

• Document creation

– Registration gives

• Ability to being 
suit

• Certain damages

© 2009 Dr. No



How Long IP Survives

• US Patents

– 20 years from the date of 
patent application

– Thanks to Lemelson

• US Copyrights

– 95 years from publication or 
125 years from creation

– Thanks to Mickey Mouse
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How is IP used?



By Governments

• Mutually beneficial for society and inventors
– Legal monopoly for a period of time

– Ideas are widely disseminated

– Allows ideas to compete, while being protected

• In the Constitution, it states
– The Congress shall have power…to promote the 

Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing 
for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the 
exclusive Right to their respective Writings and 
Discoveries



By Companies

• It depends on the business model
– Manufacturers

– Publishers, electronic and the dinosaurs
• Software

• Documents

– Universities, National Labs, and etc.

– Start-ups

• What’s common is that they all use IP
– Understand how your organization uses IP

– Ask your friendly attorney



By You

• IP can increase your value to an employer

• IP can help you start a company

• IP can help you fund research

• IP can protect your ideas

• IP can also get you into a lot of trouble

– The rules change (it’s not a physical system)

– Ask your friendly attorney



Questions?


