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Launch of Solar Testing Site in Vermont

U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) joined representatives of Sandia, IBM, and the DOE this morning to
announce the launch of the Vermont Photovoltaic Regional Test Center (RTC). The RTC will enable research
on integrating solar panels into the statewide smart grid and help reduce the cost of solar power.

The Vermont RTC is one of five such facilities in the U.S. (including another at Sandia’s NSTTF) that will
provide critical performance data on photovoltaic (PV) systems, including determining the effectiveness of
operating in a climate with harsh winters, significant precipitation, and dramatic weather changes.

“This collaboration between the DOE, Sandia, and IBM to bring a state-of-the-art photovoltaic testing center
to Vermont is a clear example of how Vermont is leading the way to transform our economy from fossil
fuels to renewable energy,” said Sanders, who serves on the Senate energy and environment committees.
The two-acre testing site is on IBM-owned land in Williston, Vermont, and will initially accommodate up to
300 kW of solar power.

Solar manufacturers, selected by a competi- — S . TR e
tive process, will install PV systems at the VZ

RTC where they will be rigorously monitor- ‘emont regiona e Cni
ed by Sandia for performance and reliabil-
ity. The testing site will also support collab-
orative research on integrating solar tech-
nologies into Vermont’s statewide electric
grid, which is being built with $69 million in
stimulus funds and an equal amount in
contributions from the state’s utilities.

“Thanks to the vision of Senator Sanders, Sandia’s Steve Rottler delivers his remarks at the groundbreaking
ceremony for the DOE-funded photovoltaic Regional Test Center (RTC)

the leadership of the Department of Energy,
on the IBM campus in Williston, Vermont.

and technical commitment from IBM, this
Regional Test Center will help realize a national vision for research, demonstration and testing of cutting
edge solar technology,” said Steve Rottler. “Sandia National Laboratories is honored to provide its technical
expertise in photovoltaic systems validation and integration to manage the facility, test and analyze tech-
nology for the private sector, and engage in collaborative research with Vermont universities and utilities.”

The RTC is a collaborative effort, funded by the U.S. Department of Energy, led by Sandia National
Laboratories, and hosted by IBM with support provided by Green Mountain Power, the University of
Vermont, and the State of Vermont.

“The goal is to see Vermont become cutting-edge in terms of research and development,” Sanders said.

Exceptional Service in the National Interest

Sandia National Laboratories is a multi-program laboratory managed and operated by Sandia Corporation, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Lockheed Martin Corporation, for the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Nuclear Security Administration
under contract DE-AC04-94AL85000.



