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Sandia was born out of the World War II Manhattan 

Project that built the first atomic bombs. Its original 

mission as an ordnance design, testing, and assem-

bly facility quickly grew to include engineering de-

sign for all nonnuclear components of the nation’s 

nuclear weapons. As national security requirements 

have evolved, so has Sandia’s mission.

 

While keeping your U.S. nuclear stockpile safe, 

secure, and effective remains a major element of 

Sandia’s work, the Labs help solve a broad spectrum 

of other security issues: preventing the spread of 

weapons of mass destruction, protecting infrastruc-

ture, defending against terrorism, keeping U.S. 

soldiers safe, and ensuring the stability of energy 

supplies and other resources.

 

Sandia’s vision on behalf  of  our nation, is to  

anticipate and solve the most challenging problems

that threaten security in the 21st century. 

A Bold Heritage “…In my opinion,  

you have here an opportunity  

to render an exceptional service in the 

national interest.”

– President Harry S. Truman 
in a letter to AT&T President  

Leroy A. Wilson, asking Bell Labs to  
“accept under contract the direction of 

Sandia Laboratory,” May 18, 1949
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