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“This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an agency of the United States
Government. Neither the United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor any of their
employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for
the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed,
or represents that its use would not infringe privately owned rights. Reference herein to any specific
commercial product, process, or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise does
not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the United States
Government or any agency thereof. The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not
necessarily state or reflect those of the United States Government or any agency thereof.”

The bulk of the shipboard-collected core data from this expedition is accessible from the Institute for
Geophysics, Jackson School of Geosciences, University of Texas at Austin (UT), at
https://ig.utexas.edu/energy/genesis-of-methane-hydrate-in-coarse-grained-systems/expedition-ut-
gom2-1/. Instruction on how to access the data are provided there.
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Foreword

From 2-May-2017 to 22-May-2017, the UT-GOM2-1 Hydrate Pressure Coring Expedition drilled two
wells in Green Canyon Block 955 (GC 955) in the deepwater Gulf of Mexico: Hole GC 955 H002 (H002)
and Hole GC 955 HO05 (H005). 21 10 ft (3.05 m) pressure cores were attempted in and near the
methane hydrate reservoir. In the first hole, H002, 1 of the 8 cores were recovered under pressure and
there was 34% recovery of sediment (both pressurized and depressurized). In the second hole, HO05, 12
of the 13 cores were recovered under pressure and there was 72% recovery of sediment. The pressure
cores were imaged and logged under pressure. Samples were quantitatively degassed either on-board
or on-shore to determine the hydrate concentration and the gas composition. Pore water analyses were
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performed on depressurized samples, and sediment samples were collected to enable characterization
of the microbial community. 21 3.3 ft (1 m) vessels containing pressure core sections were returned to
the University of Texas for storage, distribution, and further analysis. These cores will provide a
foundation for scientific exploration by the greater hydrate research community.
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