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NATIONALLY DISTINGLASHED. LOGALLY POWERED,

* Acknowledgment: “This material is based upon work supported by the Department of Energy,
Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE), under Award Number DE-EE0O007155.”

* Disclaimer: “This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an agency of the
United States Government. Neither the United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor
any of their employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal liability or
responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus,
product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately owned
rights. Reference herein to any specific commercial product, process, or service by trade name,
trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement,
recommendation, or favoring by the United States Government or any agency thereof. The views
and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the United
States Government or any agency thereof.”
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Theresa Perry

Program Director at The Solar Foundation
tperry@solarfound.org
202-866-0895
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NATIOMALLY DISTINGIASHED. LOGALLY POWERED,

SolSmart is a national designation and technical assistance program that helps local
governments make it faster, easier, and more affordable for residents and
businesses to go solar.

A SolSmart designation:

 Recognizes communities that have taken key steps to address local barriers to
solar energy and foster the growth of mature local solar markets.

 Demonstrates that a community is “open for solar business,” making it attractive
to solar industries.

SolSmart provides targeted, no-cost technical assistance to help communities
reduce soft costs and earn SolSmart designation
NLC & soar

FOUNDATION
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SolSmart Actions SOLSMART

MIORALLY DISTINGUISHED. LOGALLY POWERED.

Increase transparency
* Post a permitting checklist online
* Develop a solar landing page
Increase understanding
* Provide training on solar PV to staff working in permitting and inspection
* Train planning staff on planning and zoning best practices for solar PV
Reduce barriers
* Decrease permit turnaround time
* Codify that solar PV is a by-right accessory use in the zoning ordinance

NLC @2 CsoLar

OF CITIES -
FOUNDATION
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT fora Drlgh[ future
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NATIONALLY DISTINGLASHED. LOGALLY POWERED,

95 unique credits in 8 different categories that

promote best practices to help local governments The SolSmart program

created a national

improve their solar markets benchmark for
Each credit has a corresponding point value ranging communities to reach
from 5 to 20 and provided the
i i guidance and resources
Foundational Categories: to support adoption of
- Permitting best practices in solar
- Planning, Zoning & Development Regulations policy.”~Maurice Jones,

] - City Manager,
SpeC|a| Focus CategOHES: Charlottesville, Virginia

» Inspection, Construction Codes, Solar rights
» Utility Engagement, Community Engagement,
Market Development & Finance
NLC % ¢ soLar

FOUNDATION"
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NATIONALLY DISTINGLASHED. LOGALLY POWERED,

e 41 states + District of Columbia

* Represents 83 million people (1in 4 U.S. 139 Total Left to 400 Goal
residents)
* Regional Organization Pathway: 3 Designated
Regional Organizations 86
365

 SolSmart Innovation Award: Winners: Go Solar

Melrose (Big Roof Solar) and the Metropolitan Designees
\__/
Mayors Caucus o \\W 4 140
e Technical Assistance Satisfaction Survey: @
Average TA Satisfaction Rate from all 8 surveys
= 96.9%

(Last 3 surveys all had 100% satisfaction)
* Advisor Satisfaction Survey: Average of All
Rounds = 96% Satisfaction Rate
NLC: Osoiar

FOUNDATION"
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Data as of March 2, 2020



Program Designh and Execution SOLSMART

MIORALLY DISTINGUISHED. LOGALLY POWERED.

Technical Assistance Program Designation Program Administrator
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Process Overview SOLSMART
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Nick Kasza

Program Manager at the National League of Cities
kasza@nlc.org
202-626-3007
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Technical Assistance Team SOLSMART
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NATIONALLY DISTINGLASHED. LOGALLY POWERED,

e Standard Pathway
» 2 foundational categories plus 6 special focus categories
e 7 pre-requisite credits
* Modified Pathway
* 4 pre-requisite credits plus 4 special focus categories
* Regional Organization Pathway
* 6 pre-requisite credits plus 5 special focus categories

N LC NETIONAL SOLAR
OF CITIES FOUNDAT‘ONU
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Designation Structure

SOLSMART

NATIOMALLY DISTINGIASHED. LOGALLY POWERED,

U 0O 0O O

Complete 3 prerequisites

20 points in Permitting
20 points in Planning/Zoning

60 total points

SOLSMART

SILVER

b

U SolSmart Bronze

0 Complete 2 prerequisites

O 100 total points

U SolSmart Silver

U Complete 2 prerequisites

O 200 total points

NATIONAL he
NLC < soLar

FOUNDATION"

CITIES STRONG TOGETHER fora bnght future

www.solsmart.org
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1. LOGALLY POWERED.

* Designation is comprised of 95 unique credits in 8 different categories that aim to
improve local solar markets

Permitting

Planning, Zoning and Development Regulations Cont.

] ] We've : . . We've .
Action Points 4 ne this! Documentatiol Action Points ' this! Documentation
P-1: Post an online checklist detailing the required permit(s), submittals, Share link: . . . . . . ]
and steps of your community’s permitting process for small rooftop Req'd O PZD-1a: Review zoning requirements and identify restrictions that Share link:
solar PV (Required). intentionally or unintentionally prohibit solar PV development. Compile
. o . Share link: findings in a memo. (Required). Reqd |:|
P-2: Post an online statement confirming a three-business day turnaround | Examples include: height restrictions, set-back requirements, screening, etc.
time for small rooftop solar PV (Required for Gold). 20
ink: ", Earn additional points: PZD-1b: Present PZD-1 findings t Share link:
P-3: Distinguish between solar PV systems qualifying for streamlined and 5 Share link- arn additional points: -1b- Fresen -1a memo findings 5 m
standard permit review. D planning commission or relevant zoning body.
- : i . Share link: )
P-4: Require no more than one permit application form for a small rooftol -
solar p\?_ P bP P 5 O QD Earn additional points: PZD-1c: Draft proposed language for changes to 5 Share link:
) . . i . i Share link: zoning code based on PZD-1a memo and PZD-1b dialogue. Involve planners D
P-5a: Re_wew permit fees for residential and commercial solar PV. Compile 5 I:l - and/or local zoning experts in the creation of the draft language.
findings in a memo sh link:
QD . . ) . . . o PZD-2a: Post an online document from the Planning/Zoning Department SIEPRIEE
Earn additional points: P-5b: Demonstrate that residential permit 5 0 Share link: that states accessory use solar PV is allowed by-right in all major zones 0 D
fees for solar PV are $400 or less. (e.g. via a zoning determination letter). (Required for Silver, unless | Regd
Q> Earn additional points: P-5¢: Demonstrate that commercial permit fees for Share link: PZD-2b is achieved. If PZD-2b is achieved, PZD-2a is not necessary.) forSilver
solar PV are based on cost-recavery and capped at a reasonable level so 5 O e . . . . Share link:
fees do not become a net revenue source. (e.g. fees cover the cost of the PZD-2b: Codify in the zoning ordinance that accessory use solar PV is -
staff time required to review and process the permit application). explicitly allowed by-right in all major zones. Zoning ordinance language 20
P-6- Process small rooftop solar PV permits in 10 business days or fewer. O Share link- Sl Inclut.:le.lntentlo.n?I or unlntentlon:’l b:frrlers L2 S Us€ | Reqd O
10 solar, such as limits to visibility from public rights-of-way, excessive | forGold
P-7: Adopt a standard solar PV permit application form aligned with best 10 Share link: FESIIE T D S5 SEE glare stuleTs, subjective des.lgn reviews, and
practices (e.g. Solar ABCs). O neighbor consent requirements. (Required for Gold; optional for Silver.)
Special Focus: Inspection
] We've -
Action Points el Documentation
- : : - done this! _— — he
I-1: Train inspection staff on best practices for permitting and Share link: N LEAGUE SOLAR
inspecting solar PV and/or solar and storage systems. Training 20 D OF CITIES FOUNDATION™
must have occurred within the past five years. (Required for CITIES STRONG TOGETHER for a bright future

Silver and Gold).

I-2: Require no more than two inspections for accessory use solar PV. 10 I:l



SOLSMART

NATIOMALL® TINGLISHED. LOGALLY POWERED.

PR-1: Provide a solar statement. Communities interested in pursuing SolSmart designation must indicate their
commitment to supporting solar development in their community and their desire to participate in the designation
process.
P-1: Post an online checklist detailing the required permit(s), submittals, and steps of your community’s permitting
process for small rooftop solar PV (Required).
P-2: Post an online statement confirming a three-business day turnaround time for small rooftop solar PV (Required for
Gold).
PZD-1a: Review zoning requirements and identify restrictions that intentionally or unintentionally prohibit solar PV
development. Compile findings in a memo. (Required).
PZD-2a: Post an online document from the Planning/Zoning Department that states accessory use solar PV is allowed by-
right in all major zones (e.g. via a zoning determination letter). (Required for Silver, unless PZD-2b is achieved. If PZD-2b is
achieved, PZD-2a is not necessary.)
PZD-2b: Codify in the zoning ordinance that accessory use solar PV is explicitly allowed by-right in all major zones. Zoning
ordinance language should not include intentional or unintentional barriers to accessory use solar, such as limits to
visibility from public rights-of-way, excessive restrictions to system size, glare studies, subjective design reviews, and
neighbor consent requirements. (Required for Gold; optional for Silver.)
I-1: Train inspection staff on best practices for permitting and inspecting solar PV and/or solar and storage systems.
Training must have occurred within the past five years. (Required for Silver and Gold).
NLC . soar
FOUNDATION

CITIES STRONG TOGETHER



e Solsmart.org/edia/Solsmart-Guide-2019.pdf

Permitting

P-1: (Bronze Requirement): Post an online checklist detailing the required permit(s), submittals, and steps | Req'd | O

of your community's solar PV permitting process

Recommended Verification:

Werification Link(s):

Werification Documents(s) to Upload: Yes [0 No O

Comments:

Recommended Verification Documentation:

#  Provide link to online permitting checklist.
Documentation is acceptable if the checklist applies
to at least the expediled permit process for solar.

Resources:
+ Solar Ready KC, Streamline Permitting: Best
Management Practices for Solar Installation Policy
« City of Portland (Oregon) Bureau of Development,
Oregon Residential Solar Permitting Checklist

P-2: (Gold Requirement): Post an online statement confirming a three-day turnaround time for small 20 O

rooftop solar PV

Werification Link(s):

Verification Documents(s) to Upload: Yes 00 No O

Comments:

Recommended Verification Documentation:

# Upload or provide link to document or webpage
outlining a streamlined permitting pathway for small
PV systems of less than three days.

Resources:
« Interstate Renewable Energy Council, Sharing
Success: Emerging Approaches to Efficient Rooftop
Solar Permitting
« Interstate Renewable Energy Council, Simplifying the
Solar Permitting Process: Residential Solar
Permitting Best Practices Explained

NLC

CITIES STRONG TOGETHER
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NATIONALLY DISTINGLASHED. LOGALLY POWERED,

SolSmart TA providers work with elected officials, local government staff, and
community members to help communities update processes using established
best practices

Funded by SolSmart, no-cost to the community

Communities need to commit staff time to working with SolSmart
Communities must demonstrate a commitment to achieving designation

TA Delivery

* Online —resource library, email, webinars, templates

* Phone —conference calls

* |In person —site visits, technical workshops

N LC NETIONAL SOLAR
OF CITIES FOUNDAT‘ONU

CITIES STRONG TOGETHER



PZD-1a Zoning Review

Community:

PZD-1a: Review roning requirements and identify restrictions that intentionally or unintentionally

prohibit solar PV development. Compile findings in a memo. (Required for Bronze)

To assist your community, the national solar experts at SolSmart have conducted a review of your
community's zoning code to assess possible barriers {i.e. height restrictions, set-back reguirements, etc.)
and gaps related to solar PV development. Below, please find the outcome of their review. By reading the
narrative, reviewing the example code language provided, and signing the statement at the bottom of the
page, your community will satisfy the PZD-1a pre-requisite and be one step closer to achieving SolSmart

designation.

Positive Elements in Current Code

Potential Barriers in Current Code

The [ ]| is silent on the development and use of solar energy systems. Itis difficult to interpret if any of
the current language in the [] is a barrier to solar energy systems without specific references.

OR

Section Element Priority

i C

It is & best practice to

Examples

Potential Gaps in Current Code

Element Priority

Definition High. The definition forms the basis of understanding for any ferthcoming
solar ordinance.

Review Comment

Solar energy systems are not defined. Consider adding a definition with distinctions between roof-
mounted and ground-mounted and small, medium, and large solar energy systems to provide clarity
and a foundation on which to base levels of review and permits required.

Examples

Maore permissive:

“Salar Energy System: An energy system that consists of one or more solar collection devices, solar
energy related ‘balance of system’ equipment, and other associated infrastructure with the primary
intention of generating electricity, storing electricity, or atherwise converting solar energy te a
different form of energy. Solar energy systems may generate energy in excess of the energy
requirements of a property if it is to be sold back to a public utility in accordance with the law.”
[Renewable Energy Ordinance Framework, DVRPC)

Less permissive:

Space for Logo and/or Contact information:
Office/Department
Room
Address
City, State, Zip Code
Phone Number
Email Address
Wehbsite

Solar Photovoltaic (PV) System Permitting Checklist

The basic, pre-submittal checklist below contains the minimum information and project plan details
required to be submitted to [community name] when applying to install a solar photovoltaic [PV) system
(residential or small commercial). The intent of using the checklist is to provide transparent and well-
defined information to minimize the number of required revisions and expedite the application and
rEView process.

Required Permits
» Residential

o Building Permit
o Zoning Permiﬂ
# Commercial

o Electrical Permit
o Building Permit
o Zoning Permid

of getting your permit. Please print out the applications you need, fill out completely, and bring them to
the Building Safety Department at the Blacksburg Motor Company Building, 400 5. Main 5t.,

s Two (2) copies of plans showing PV array configuration, wiring system, overcurrent protection,
inverter, disconnects, required signs, AC connection to building, and attachment detail for roof
mounted or footing details for ground mounted.

Spec Sheets & Installation Manuals (Residential and Commercial)
» Include specification sheets and installation manuals for all manufactured components
including, but not limited to PV modules, inverters, combiner box, disconnects, and mounting
system.|

Permit Fees
We need to determine what fees are applicable to solar installations and add table with
information/formula.

PR

7777777 @ Nicholas Kasza
Flease mzke 2 note which, If any, construction

documents need to be engineer stamped, haw many
copies of the documents are needed, 2nd what other
zdditional documentation is required for a permit

0 Nicholas Kasza
Nicholas Kasza

Nicholas Kasza

@ Nicholas Kasza

information.

pplication.

Nicholas Kasza
Edit a5 necessary

Nicholas Kasza

CITIES STRONG TOGETHER

SMART

NATIOMALLY DISTINGUISHED. LOGALLY POWERED.

Please link to applicable forms.

Please link to applicable forms.

Fleas canfirm if bath these permits are required or
if only electrical is needed.

Please confirm that applicatians far salar systems can
be emailed or faxed? If not, we should remove this

If applicable information is found in the Code of
Ordinances you can link to that information here.

NATIONAL ne

LEAGUE SOLAR

OF CITIES FOUNDAT‘ON

L future



SolSmart Website Resources SOLSMART

e Solsmart.org/permitting

» Solsmart.org/solar-energy-a-toolkit for local governments

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction

The Federal and State Context: Policies Affecting Solar Energy Development
This section provides a high-level overview of federal and state policies and programs that impact solar energy development

Stakeholder Engagement

This section provides guidance to municipal and county staff on how to develop and implement an engagement strategy; including an overview of the

relevant stakeholder groups; key topics; and tactics for making this engagement as effective as possible.
Planning, Zoning, & Development

This section provides information an how local governments can incorporate solar energy gosls into local planning documents, such as comprehensive

plans. functional plans, or small ares plans.
Solar PV Construction: Codes, Permitting, and Inspection

This section provides a general overview of the permitting and inspection process in the United States, followed by a discussion of best practices for

improving the permitting and inspection process at the local level

Residential Issues and Existing Regulatory Framework

This section goes over the key areas of a residential transaction, applicable laws, and resources that local governments can provide to help educate and

protect consumers.
Utility Engagement

This section will provide detail on how electric utilities operate, along with the questions and concerns that are likely to arise as solar energy use expands

Thiswill help local governments engage with utilities as they work toward their solar energy development goals.

@ COMMUNITY APPLICATION ™ SIGN UP FOR UPDATES

S O LS M A RT HOW WE HELP OUR DESIGNEES RESOURCES NEWS

NATIGHELY D TIHGLEHES, LOCALLY POWERED.

SolSmart Issue Brief:

Solar Energy: SolSmart’s R
Toolkit For Local ::gﬁ:::':g;r;:;rar' Solar & Electrification, A
Governments Beneficial Partnership

SOLAR ENERGY TOOLKIT SIMPLIFIED SOLAR PERMITTING GUIDE VIEW ALL RESOURCES

The

N Lc ol SOLAR
OFCITES  EOUNDATION®

CITIES STRONG TOGETHER
L " for a bright future
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SolSmart Webinars SOLSMART

NATIOMALLY DISTINGIASHED. LOGALLY POWERED,

* Solsmart.org/resources
* Sort by Webinars
e Best Practices in Solar Planning & Zoning
* https://www.solsmart.org/resources/best-practices-in-solar-planning-and-zoning-webinar/

* Planning & Zoning Best Practices for Large-scale Solar
e https://www.solsmart.org/resources/solsmart-webinar-planning-zoning-best-practices-for-large-scale-solar/
* Best Practices for Solar PV Inspection
* https://www.solsmart.org/resources/solsmart-workshop-best-practices-for-solar-pv-inspection-session-3-inspection/
* How to Develop a Solarize Campaign
* https://www.solsmart.org/resources/solsmart-webinar-how-to-develop-a-solarize-campaign/
e Solar & Electric Vehicle Best Practices for Local Governments

*  https://www.solsmart.org/resources/upcoming-webinar-7-31-what-local-governments-need-to-know-coordinating-efforts-on-
solar-pv-and-electric-vehicles/

\Webinars, Plsnning o _
Webinsrs, Community Engagement

=== L——— | SOLSMART WEBINAR: PLANNING & ZONING
5 SOLSMART WEBINAR: HOW TO DEVELOP A
BEST PRACTICES FOR LARGE-SCALE SOLAR SOLARIZE CAMPAIGN
Relatid Criteria: Related Criteria:
PZD-9 CE-4s
© viEwNow

€ viEwNow

NATIONAL Ine
NLC =5 U soLARr
OFCITES  COUNDATION®

for a bright future

www.solsmart.org
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https://www.solsmart.org/resources/best-practices-in-solar-planning-and-zoning-webinar/
https://www.solsmart.org/resources/solsmart-webinar-planning-zoning-best-practices-for-large-scale-solar/
https://www.solsmart.org/resources/solsmart-workshop-best-practices-for-solar-pv-inspection-session-3-inspection/
https://www.solsmart.org/resources/solsmart-webinar-how-to-develop-a-solarize-campaign/
https://www.solsmart.org/resources/upcoming-webinar-7-31-what-local-governments-need-to-know-coordinating-efforts-on-solar-pv-and-electric-vehicles/

Technical Assistance Objectives SOLSMART

Increase Transparency

 Post a permitting checklist online
 Post asolar landing page
* Increase Understanding

 Provide training to permitting and inspection staff on solar PV best practices
*  Provide training to planning and zoning staff on the latest land use practices

e Reduce Barriers

 Decrease permit turnaround time NLC @§0LAR
 Codify solar PV as a by-right/allowed accessoryuse o

OFCITES  EOUNDATION®
fi bright futur

or a bngt uture
www.solsmart.org



NATIONALLY DISTINGLASHED. LOGALLY POWERED,

Consultation call with SolSmart staff
Establish your community’s solar baseline by using the SolSmart
scorecard/application
Work with technical assistance providers to complete necessary credits (for at
least bronze designation)
Gather proper documentation to verify a credit has be achieved

* Link

* Memo

* Policy Document
Submit for designation through SolSmart’s online process

* TA providers can help you here too!

NLC % ¢ soLar

FOUNDATION"

CITIES STRONG TOGETHER



Toyah Barigye

Senior Project Manager at The Solar Foundation
tbarigye@solarfound.org
202-866-0933

NLC NATIONAL gOLAR
LEAGUE
OF CITIES FOUNDATION®
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Ensure that applicants are evaluated fairly

Ensure that the SolSmart designation is meaningful, robust, and highly valued
Provide input regarding possible improvement to solar policies

Discover particularly noteworthy accomplishments to highlight for press releases

N LC NETIONAL SOLAR
OF CITIES FOUNDAT‘ONU

CITIES STRONG TOGETHER



Community
submits
application

Two reviewers
independently
evaluate the
claims made in
the application

s p

- /

/

-

Reviewers
compare their
findings and
generate
feedback
reports

~

Results are
sent to the TA
provider and
Advisor for
sharing with
community
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Documentation Rules of Thumb SOLSMART

NATIOMALLY DISTINGIASHED. LOGALLY POWERED,

Specific

e Clearly meet intention of e Closely align with wording of

credit

e Include information that e Immediately understandable
credit requires and related to credit intent

Relevant Recent

e Meets time requirement of

credit credit or still clearly relevant
to community's goals and

actions today

*  Memos should identify:

When the action took place

Who was involved or attended

Relevant outcomes

Why the action fulfilled intention of the credit

NATIONAL e

LEAGUE
NLC OF CITIES SOLAR
CITIES STRONG TOGETHER

FOUNDATION"

for a bright future

www.solsmart.org




NATIONALLY DISTINGLASHED. LOGALLY POWERED,

Attaching no documentation

Attaching a large document (example: the full zoning code or a 50+ page planning document)
with no accompanying comments about where to look for specific language or context for the
document.

Providing a link to a website with no accompanying information about where to look for
specific language, or sometimes it’s unclear how the website URL is used or accessed by
community members.

Providing a document, like a permit page or hand out, without clearly describing how that
document is accessed/used by the public or how it fits into an overall process. This is
particularly important for the credits that specify that the information is made available to the
public. The DPA team needs to know how this occurs.

N LC NETIONAL SOLAR
OF CITIES FOUNDAT‘ONU

CITIES STRONG TOGETHER



First Submission process SOLSMART

NATIOMALLY DISTINGLASHED,

-~

( Designation 8 Community is notified of\

Review designation status and
review findings

e DPA assigns staff to the

Documentation review e Communications team

D reaches out to plan
Submission to DPA * Verifies documentation media announcpement
and awards points

e Identifies any missing Designation
documentation j An nouncement

The
NLC AL SOLAR
OFCITES  EOUNDATION®

for a bright future

www.solsmart.org
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SOLSMART APPLICATION PREREQUISITE SU

'LSMART

HED. LOCALLY POWERED

Bronze Requirements

Validation Status

PR-1: Solar Statement

P-1: Solar Permitting Checklist

PZD-1: Zoning Review Memo

20 points in Permitting

20 points in Planning Zoning and Development Review
20 points in Special Focus Categories

Done
Done
Done
Done
Done
Done

Silver Requirements

Validation Status

Bronze Designation reguirements

PZD-2: Allow solar by-right and as an accessory use in all major zones
I-1: Provide cross-training of inspection and permitting staff on solar PV
100 points

Done
Done

Incomplete
Done

Gold Regquirements

Validation Status

Silver Designation requirements
P-2: Provide a streamlined permitting pathway for small PV systems (no more than 3 days)
200 points

Incomplete
Done

Incomplete

NLC

CITIES STRONG TOGETHER
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Review Output Cont. SOLSMART

NATIOMALLY DISTINGIASHED. LOGALLY POWERED,

% of total points available achieved in each category

Permitting 27%
Planning /Zoning 3%
Inspection 13%
Construction 0%
Solar Rights 0%
Utility Engagement 14%
Community Engagement 15%
Market Development & Finance 10%

Credit Summary

I-4: Make inspection requirements for PV available online. (10 points) Credit Document provides inspection requirements.
Awarded
I-5: Have a fixed time frame between inspection requests and scheduling of Not Awarded |Documentation not provided. Page 21 of "Go Solar Online Permitting Systme: A Guide for Applicant” there
inspections of no more than 10 days. (10 points) is no timeline associated with inspection scheduling.
SR-1: Conduct review of state policies related to protecting rights of property  |Credit Information available to public through “advertisement notice ships™.
owners to install solar and solar system owners' right to sunlight on their Awarded
property. Make this information available to residents. (S points)
SR-2: Provide consumer protection resources on solar. (5 points) Credit Consumer resources found through Broward Go Solar webpage.
Awarded
5R-5a: Engage homepwners’ and neighborhood associations and discourage | Credit Presentation engaging the HOAs about solar energy installation.
unnecessarily restrictive requirements for PV through meetings with Awarded
leadership.(10 paints)
U-1: Review best practices for integrating interconnection with electrical Credit Document shows Best Practices for Net Metering and Interconnection Standards
inspections and share best practices with staff. (5 points) Awarded
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|t does not fulfill the credit requirements

* |tis not clear whether the outcomes or policies fulfill the credit requirements
(not enough detail provided)

 Documentation is insufficient
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Resubmission Process SOLSMART
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Designation Notification

e Each time your community achieves a level of designation, the DPA team will send your
community an official notification of their designation.

* Designee Communications Toolkit — your community will receive a toolkit that
corresponds with their designation level (Bronze, Silver, or Gold).

 Community receives notification of designation announcement and any corresponding
event

Designation Promotion

* Designated communities will be invited to take place in a designation event/activity. The
program will also announce designations through a variety of digital channels

e Advisors will also help communities announce and promote their designation
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Daniel Falk

Project Manager at The Solar Foundation
dfalk@solarfound.org
202-866-0890
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 West Palm Beach became the first city in the state of Florida to offer a one day

permitting turnaround by setting up an expedited one-day solar permitting
process for PV systems of 10 kW or less

* The city has added 665 kW of solar energy since mid-2018
* This represents a growth of 50% within a year
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Gold Designation on 1/23/2018

The SolSmart Program worked with West Palm Beach to ensure that businesses
and residents were able to be approved for solar PV arrays quicker than ever
before.

Provided clear guidance for solar in historic and special use districts

Provided Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) financing for solar energy
projects

Earned special awards for work in the areas of Permitting and Inspection criteria
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* Anchorage has seen a 1000% increase in the number of solar systems installed
since 2015

* Anchorage’s 77 kW rooftop solar array at William A. Egan Civic and Convention
Center is expected to save over $20,000 in electricity rates and will pay for itself
in less than 8 years

* The city adopted its first climate action plan in the summer of 2019
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SolSmart designation was included as part of the city’s climate action plan
Bronze Designation on 9/11/2019

First community designated in the state of Alaska

Created an online permitting checklist, increasing transparency for community
members and solar installers

Reviewed local zoning codes and identified restrictions that intentionally or

unintentionally prohibit solar PV development
Earned special awards for work in the area of Inspection criteria
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