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GROWING UP  Raised in Ann Arbor, Michigan

 Curious about the world and how it works

 Interested in math and science
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GETTING 
STARTED

 University studies provided knowledge and confidence

 Sandia offered an opportunity to serve our country by 
working in a variety of engineering and science fields with 
world-renowned experts
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ENGINEERING 
A BRIGHTER 
FUTURE

 National laboratories use engineering and science to solve 
complex national problems

 Sandia’s interdisciplinary teams of experts tackle big 
problems by imagining, testing, and building creative and 
practical solutions for a better world

Department of Energy National Laboratories
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EARLY 
CAREER 
FOCUS

 Developing renewable energy resources to reduce the ongoing 
national energy crisis 

 Supporting national defense with work in nuclear weapon 
component design and weapons systems

Renewable energy

Component design
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MOVING INTO 
MANAGEMENT

 Foreign policy dictates a need for science-based stockpile 
stewardship

 Supervisory position brought new challenges

 Beginnings of nuclear weapon dismantlement

Materials science

Nonproliferation
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GROWTH AND 
OPPORTUNITY

 National economic expansion brings increased science and 
technology competitiveness and opportunities

 Collaboration between engineers and scientists from 
different fields improves production processes, tools, and 
components

Microelectronics and microsystemsRadiation detection
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RESPONDING 
TO THE NEEDS 
OF THE 
NATION

 After the attack on 9/11/2001, homeland security and 
defense become a priority

 Increased responsibility at director level 

 Focus on using science-based engineering to save lives and 
increase the safety of our nation

Infrastructure modeling

Biological sensors and systems
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MAKING A 
GLOBAL 
DIFFERENCE

 Programs of national and international concern

 Work on renewable energy, nuclear energy, and arms 
control and treaty verification efforts

 Responsible for a staff of more than 1000

Energy, Nonproliferation, and High Consequence Security
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LEADING 
THE LABS

 Became Labs director in July 2015

 Helping to protect the nation on many fronts

 How can we anticipate our national security needs?
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 Component design

 Renewable energy

 Materials science

 Nuclear nonproliferation

 Microsystems development

WHERE HAS 
MY PATH 
TAKEN ME?

 Arms control technologies

 Advanced manufacturing

 Biological sensors and systems

 Infrastructure modeling

 Leadership

A career in engineering has given me the opportunity 
to combine my technical and leadership skills 
while pursuing my passion for public service.



 Two beautiful, successful daughters

 Nation and international travel

 Hobbies and healthy cooking

 Volunteering and community service

WHERE HAS 
MY PATH 
TAKEN ME?

My career has also allowed me to 
have a family and enjoy a full life
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WHERE DOES 
YOUR PATH 
BEGIN?

 You must begin with a foundation of formal 
education, following by a lifetime of learning

 Cultivate your passion beyond textbooks 

 Seek internships and mentors

 Stay with it, despite the obstacles

 It is all within your reach!

“Engineers are changing the world all of the time. They dream up creative, 
practical solutions and work with other smart, inspiring people to invent, design 
and create things that matter.”

DiscoverE Website
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MEET IMANI
AND SHAUNA
ADAMS
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THANK YOU.

Want to know more? Follow us.

 https://www.facebook.com/SandiaLabs

 https://twitter.com/SandiaLabs

 https://www.youtube.com/user/SandiaLabs

 https://www.flickr.com/photos/sandialabs
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