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The Manhattan Project  

“Some of the wives were scientists in their own right, and 
they, of course, were in great demand, but with labor at a 

premium we could put to good use everyone we could get, 
weather as secretaries or as technical assistants or as 

teachers in the public school that we started for children.”
General Leslie Groves



UNCLASSIFIED Slide 3

“To have been a working entity on the Project is something 
we [the women of Los Alamos] don’t forget easily.  Even at 
the time, it was impressive.  We were doing a war job in a 

period when people were needed badly.”
Charlotte Serber

The Women of Project Y: Working at the Birthplace of the Bomb – Ellen McGehee
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The Early Cold War

Beverly Wellnitz
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“Young women deserve to see that computational physics is not 
merely a field where women can succeed, but a field that was in 
fact founded by women like Mary Tsingou Menzel and Arianna 

Wright Rosenbluth.”
Adam Iaizzi
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The Late Cold War
Atomic Energy 
Commission 

1946

Energy 
Research and 
Development 
Administration 

1974

Department of 
Energy 
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Julia Hardin Darleane Hoffman

“At least initially, I think you have 
to prove yourself. You have to 
work harder and longer. You 
have to try to dispel the old 
stereotype that says women 

can’t be depended upon.”
Darleane Hoffman

Merri Wood-Schultz
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The Modern Laboratory
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Betty Perkins
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Q & A
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Marie Harper, Matthew Hopkins, Adam Iaizzi, 
Whitney Spivey, Daniel Alcazar, John Moore, and 
the History Committee.

Special thanks to … 
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