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Counter Unmanned Aircraft System (CUAS) 
Operational at Los Alamos

Julian Atencio, CUAS Program Manager



Proliferation of the Drone Threat
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Overview

• Los Alamos National Laboratory, in collaboration with the 
National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) and the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA), has deployed a system to counter 
all unauthorized unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) over its 
restricted airspace and designated “No Drone Zone.”

• The system is government authorized and is currently in an 
operational testing and evaluation phase.

ALL AIRSPACE OVER THE LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY 
IS PROTECTED AGAINST UNAUTHORIZED DRONE OR UAS

FLIGHTS.
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LANL Restricted Airspace R-5101
and No Drone Zone
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R-5101 and NDZ Combined
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Objective

•Provide advanced “fair warning” explaining 
Laboratory air space restrictions and CUAS 
operations to any and all UAS owners and operators 
in Northern New Mexico.

•Inform all appropriate community and local 
government stakeholders that the Laboratory will 
activate a CUAS system.
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Target Audiences

•County Officials
–LAPD/LAFD
–County Manager and School Superintendent

•Any and all aerial “drone” or UAS owners and 
operators.

•Local and regional stakeholders
–Local news media
–Laboratory employees
–Local residents 
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Key Message

•The Laboratory is authorized by Federal Law to detect 
and track UAS systems in our airspace.

•If the UAS poses a threat, the Laboratory will disrupt 
control of the system, seize or exercise control, 
confiscate, or use reasonable force to disable, 
damage or destroy the UAS.

SECTION 3112 OF THE NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT (NDAA)
AUTHORITY: MITIGATE AS DEFINED BY THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY, IN
CONSULTATION WITH THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION, THAT AN
UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM OR UNMANNED AIRCRAFT POSES TO THE SAFETY
OR SECURITY OF A COVERED FACILITY OR ASSET.
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Key Message

• If you fly your drone over Los Alamos National Laboratory, in all 
likelihood you will lose your drone.

• Before you fly, it is a pilot’s responsibility to know the 
Laboratory’s airspace restrictions.

• Maps are available from the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA).

THE LABORATORY DOES NOT WANT TO INTERFERE WITH NORMAL 
COMMERCIAL OR HOBBYIST DRONE FLIGHTS, BUT WILL PROTECT ITS 

ASSETS FROM ALL UNAUTHORIZED UAS FLIGHTS.  
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