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Abstract

The monopulse response of radar systems utilizing a short-focal-length offset-fed
parabolic reflector can be compromised by depolarization of the signal by the target
and by multipath scattering from nearby objects. The polarimetric behavior of this
type of antenna is examined. The use of a shroud to reduce multipath interaction with
nearby objects is also described. The mechanism through which man-made targets
can introduce cross-polarization components into the scattered field is explained.
Two kinds of polarization filters, suitable for linear polarization, are described for
mitigating the effects of depolarization due to cross-polarization scattering. The
benefit of the application of a polarization filter is demonstrated by modeling a
monopulse radar system viewing a dihedral corner reflector. The model demonstrates
dramatic performance improvement when the filter is used, showing that usable
performance can be achieved even when the target depolarization is so severe that the
cross-polarized signal is more than an order of magnitude stronger than the desired
co-polarized signal. Relevant and useful reference material is also included in the
form of appendices describing the relationship between different polarization
representations and demonstrating the conditions under which Maxwell's equations
can be considered to be scale-invariant.
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Foreword

This report details the results of an academic study. It does not presently exemplify any operational
systems with respect to modes, methodologies, or techniques.

Classification
The specific mathematics and algorithms presented herein do not bear any release restrictions or
distribution limitations.

The distribution limitations of this report are in accordance with the classification guidance detailed in the
memorandum "Classification Guidance Recommendations for Sandia Radar Testbed Research and
Development", DRAFT memorandum from Brett Remund (Deputy Director, RF Remote Sensing
Systems, Electronic Systems Center) to Randy Bell (US Department of Energy, NA-22), February 23,
2004. Sandia has adopted this guidance where otherwise none has been given.

This report formalizes preexisting informal notes and other documentation on the subject matter herein.
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Introduction

A monopulse tracking radar uses special features of the antenna to obtain an accurate estimate of the
direction to a target, using only a single transmitted pulse [1]. Although both amplitude-comparison and
phase-comparison schemes exist, it is the amplitude-comparison scheme that is most compatible with a
single reflector antenna. This system utilizes an antenna with multiple overlapping beams, clustered
symmetrically about a boresight direction, to estimate the angular distance from the boresight direction to
the target. A single-axis monopulse system will use two overlapping beams, while a dual-axis system
will typically use four overlapping beams. In the single-axis system, the two beams are added to produce
a sum pattern and subtracted to produce a difference pattern. For the dual-axis system, all four beams are
added to produce the sum pattern, while differences between sums of pairs of beams are formed to
produce two orthogonal difference patterns. The radar transmits a single pulse through the sum pattern,
illuminating the target. The return signal from the target is received through both the sum and difference
patterns. By comparing the response from the difference patterns to that of the sum pattern, the direction
to the target can be estimated accurately to within a fraction of the beam width of the sum pattern.

The accuracy of a monopulse tracker can be degraded by extraneous signals entering the radar receiver
through the difference patterns. Two common sources of extraneous signals are multi-path reflections
from nearby objects and the less-than-ideal polarization1 response of the antenna itself. As the title
suggests, the current focus will be on mitigating the poor cross-polarization response of the antenna.
However, controlling the response to multi-path reflections is also important, and will be addressed
briefly.

For simplicity, the performance of a single-axis monopulse antenna will be examined. Through
extension, this material also applies directly to the dual-axis monopulse system. The monopulse radiation
pattern will be obtained from an offset-fed reflector antenna, which will be described in the first section.
Next, the depolarization mechanism through which cross-polarized signals are generated by scattering
from man-made objects is described. Then, the issue of controlling the response arising from multi-path
interactions with nearby objects is briefly discussed. Finally, mitigating the cross-polarization response
through the use of a polarization filter is described and demonstrated. Design equations are included for
determining the geometrical dimensions of the filter that are required to achieve specified performance.

Because of the importance of polarization, Appendix I describes several sets of basis vectors used to
describe polarization, and the relationship between the sets. Scale invariance of Maxwell's equations is
important for the validity of the design equations presented, so Appendix II examines the conditions
necessary for scale invariance to apply to Maxwell's equations.

Polarization response of an offset-fed reflector antenna

The geometry of a parabolic reflector antenna causes it to radiate some amount of the cross-polarization
component, even when the feed radiates a pure polarization. The phenomenon is well known, and is

exaggerated when the ratio of the focal length to the diameter, F/D , is small [3, 4, 5]. Because of space

limitations, when reflector antennas are used in airborne applications, they typically will have small

values for F/D . Although the cross-polarization response for symmetric reflectors can be very low in the

direction of the boresight, that is not the case for offset-fed reflectors, which can exhibit high levels of

Polarization refers to the direction of the electric-field vector, which can be constant with time (linear polarization)
or rotate with time (elliptical polarization). The principal or primary polarization will be referred to as the co-
polarization component, and the orthogonal polarization will be referred to as the cross-polarization component.
While polarization refers to the direction of the electric-field vector in the subjects of radar, microwaves, and RF, in
the older subject of optics, for historical reasons, it usually refers to the direction of the magnetic-field vector [2].
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cross polarization [6]. Thus, offset-fed reflectors with small Fir) will radiate and receive a significant

amount of the cross-polarized field. This will be demonstrated with the following example.

Consider the offset-fed reflector illustrated for several viewing positions in Figure 1. The reflector is cut
from a paraboloid with a focal length of 150 mm, and has an elliptical silhouette. The width of the
reflector is 600 mm and the height is 300 mm. To reduce the aperture blockage from the feed structure

(not shown), the base of the reflector is offset from the origin along ST by 50 mm. The focal point, which
lies on the i axis, is shown with a red dot in Figure 1. Using the major diameter of the reflector, the
F/D ratio is 0.25, putting it in the class of short-focal-length reflectors.

The polarization performance for this reflector will be demonstrated with computed radiation patterns,
produced when it is fed with a pair of open-ended circular waveguides representing the monopulse feed.
The two feeds will be placed in the focal plane, but symmetrically offset slightly from the focal point
along the x direction. The pair of feeds produces two overlapping beams, squinted slightly to opposite
sides of the boresight direction. Exciting the feeds with the same phase will produce the sum pattern,
aligned with the boresight, while providing a180° phase offset between the feeds will produce the
difference pattern needed by the monopulse radar. Thus, this example will be appropriate for a single-
axis monopulse system. No effort has been made to optimize the reflector and feed for any specific
purpose, but it is intended to be representative and to demonstrate the principles that are involved.

Figure 1 Illustration of the short-focal-length off-set-fed reflector that is used to illustrate the polarization
issues.

In this example, the feeds will be vertically polarized, with the electric field oriented in the Si direction.

The open-ended circular waveguides provide a suitably tapered illumination, producing low side lobes.
The side lobes contained in the principal plane normal to I will be the highest. This is a consequence of
the narrow height of the reflector and the fact that the feed's radiation pattern is stronger in the direction
of the narrow-dimension edge. The fully polarimetric radiation patterns for the feeds used in this analysis
were computed with the time-domain solver in CST Microwave Studio® [7]. The radiation patterns
produced by the reflector were computed with the AntFarm TM software [8], which uses physical-optics
currents on the reflector resulting from the previously computed feed radiation pattern.
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The partial-gain radiation patterns2 are displayed using the linear Ludwig 3 polarization components, with
V polarization aligned with the y-axis in Figure 1. The H polarization is aligned with the x-axis. The
radiation patterns will be displayed with standard spherical coordinates, as shown in Figure 2. The
Ludwig 3 polarization basis is very useful for describing the radiation from a high-gain antenna, although
there are a number of different basis sets that can be used, with some more suitable than others for a
specific purpose. It is quite common to call V and H polarization vertical and horizontal, respectively.
However, since these polarization directions are directly tied to a coordinate system attached to the
antenna, and since the antenna can be tilted and rotated to any arbitrary position, the polarization basis
may not correspond to the local vertical and horizontal directions defined by the local zenith and horizon.
See Appendix I for a detailed description of the Ludwig 3 (L3) polarization basis vectors and their
relation to other common polarization basis vectors.

Figure 2 The standard right-handed spherical coordinate system, showing the angles (0,0 locating the

field point and the spherical polarization basis vectors, 0 and (1) , at the field point.

For this example, the V polarization is the primary polarization (also called co-polarization) and H is the
cross-polarization. The portion of the sum-channel radiation pattern near the center of the main beam is
displayed in Figure 3, with the primary (V) polarization pattern on the left and the cross-polarization (H)
on the right. The angle (I) is plotted around the periphery of the polar plot, with 0 measured along the

radius from the center. The coordinates •13. = 0° and 4:1) = 90° are respectively aligned with the x and y axes

illustrated in Figure 1. In Figure 3, the increment between the concentric rings is AO = 2.5° , so the plot
covers the forward region defined by 0° 0 15° . The side lobes are highest near the y-z plane, with the
peak side lobe about 16 dB down. However, the side lobes near the x-z plane are low enough not to be
visible in this plot. In the y-z plane, the cross-polarization level is very low, but outside of the y-z plane
in the region of the main lobe of the sum pattern, the cross-polarization is significant, down only about 15
dB from the boresight peak.

The difference pattern is plotted in Figure 4, with AO = 2.5°, and with a magnified view in Figure 5,

where AO = 0.5°. For the primary polarization (on the left), the monopulse null is very well defined and
quite narrow, which should allow very good single-axis direction resolution with the monopulse radar.
However, the cross-polarization pattern is quite high in the boresight direction near the y-z plane, and is
only about 7 dB down from the principal polarization peak. When the target exhibits significant cross-
polarization response, this antenna will not produce a very good monopulse response. Since the cross-
polarization response of the target cannot be controlled, it will be necessary to modify the cross-
polarization response of the antenna to achieve adequate performance.

2 Partial gain is the gain associated with a single polarization component, while total gain considers the contributions
from both orthogonal polarization components.
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Figure 3 Sum-channel radiation patterns near the bore-sight direction for the offset-fed reflector in Figure
1 (Ludwig 3 linear polarizations).
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Polarization rotation upon reflection from man-made objects

Many man-made objects incorporate flat surfaces or surfaces with large radius of curvature, which are
attached along edges to other similar surfaces. These dihedral-like structures can support multiple
reflections of the radar signal, and when the surface-normal vectors are neither parallel nor perpendicular
to the electric-field vectors, the reflections can rotate the electric-field vector. Thus, the polarization of
the signal scattered from many objects of interest can be different from that of the incident signal. Since
the difference pattern of a short-focal-length reflector can exhibit significant cross-polarization response
in the region of the monopulse null, polarization rotation by the target can detrimentally impact position
estimates obtained from the monopulse radar mode.

Consider the simple dihedral illustrated in Figure 6, where the two flat plates are perpendicular. On the
left, unit vectors for vertical and horizontal electric fields are depicted as incident upon a dihedral where
the corner seam is aligned with the vertical unit vector. On the right, the corner seam is rotated by an
angle a from the vertical direction toward the horizontal direction. The important features of the
dihedral can be determined with analysis based on physical optics [9, 10], while more subtle features
require more detailed analysis [11, 12, 13].

It is instructive to examine the left side of Figure 6, applying boundary conditions for a perfect electric
conductor for the plates of the dihedral. Since the vertical unit vector lies in the plane of the dihedral
plates, the scattering of the vertical electric field is relatively easy to visualize. When the vertical incident
field encounters the plate, the scattered electric-field vector direction changes by 180° so that the total
electric field on the surface is zero. It then propagates across to the other plate, and upon reflection, it
changes direction again by 180°. The net effect is no change in the reference direction of the vertical
component of the electric field.

The visualization of the behavior of the horizontal component of the electric field is a bit more
complicated because the horizontal unit vector does not lie in the plane of dihedral plates. The horizontal
unit vector must be decomposed into a component in the plane of the plate, and a component normal to

the plate. With the geometry on the left of Figure 6, the components have equal length, 11,5 . Since the

total electric field tangential to the plate must be zero, the reflected component parallel to the plate must
be rotated by 180°. However, the component normal to the plate is not changed. This makes the scattered
electric field vector rotate by 90° as illustrated. Upon reaching the other plate, the same process occurs,
rotating the scattered electric-field vector by another 90°, in the same direction. The result is that the
scattered horizontal component of the electric field changes direction by 180°.

The fact that the vertical component of the electric field does not change direction upon reflection from
the dihedral, while the horizontal component does, gives the dihedral its polarization-altering property.
When the vertical and horizontal components of the electric field are incident on the dihedral on the right
side of Figure 6, the complex scattering matrix behaves according to

[7h,h Yh,v — cos 2a sin 2a
7 = = Y dihedral (1)

Y v,h Yv,v sin 2a cos 2a

where the second subscript represents the direction of the incident electric field, and the first subscript
describes the direction of the scattered electric field. The components, 7,j , of the complex scattering

matrix are complex lengths, carrying the phase of the electric field, and the traditional radar-cross-section
(RCS) scattering matrix is given by



6 =
CY h,h CY h,v =

a v,h CY v,v

7h,h

2Yv,h

2

Yh,v

2

71'01

(2)

where the components, cs, , are areas representing the radar cross section when viewed with the

incident polarization and the jth scattered polarization. When a = 22 ° , an incident signal of either pure

vertical or pure horizontal polarization will scatter equal amounts of both polarizations. However, when
a= 45° , the incident pure vertical or pure horizontal polarization will be transformed upon scattering into
pure horizontal or pure vertical polarization, respectively. The ratio of the cross-polarized to the co-
polarized RCS is plotted in Figure 7 as a function of the rotation angle, a . It is this behavior of the
dihedral that causes many man-made objects such as aircraft, trucks, and other vehicles to scatter
significant amounts of cross polarization when illuminated by radar.

Figure 6

Figure 7

Illustration of electric-field unit-vector directions for normal-incidence first-order scattering from
a dihedral. The vertically polarized electric field is parallel to the vertex seam, while the
horizontally component is perpendicular to the seam.
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Use of an antenna shroud to reduce interaction with aircraft

When the antenna is mounted on a structure such as an aircraft, there are many nearby surfaces and edges
that can produce reflection and diffraction that directs energy toward the side lobes of the antenna's
radiation pattern. This applies not just to the radiation pattern of the reflector, but also to radiation pattern
of the feed itself. Depending on how the reflector and feed are oriented, the spill-over from the feed will
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also illuminate the surfaces of various parts of the aircraft. In addition, as described above, these surfaces
and edges can cause rotation of the electric-field vector, changing the polarization.

Obviously, reflections from various surfaces on the aircraft can interfere with the intended response of the
difference pattern required for monopulse operation. Regardless of whether or not these reflections are
polarized in the primary or cross-polarization direction, they will compete with the desired signal
response of the monopulse pattern, potentially filling in the central null. The undesirable multi-path
interaction can be significantly reduced through the application of a shroud around the antenna, its feed,
and other structures near the antenna, as described in U.S. Patent 6661368 [14].

The purpose of the shroud is to simply block the radiation arriving at the antenna from directions other
than near the boresight. Figure 8 illustrates a dual-phase-center gimbaled reflector antenna mounted on a
model of a representative unmanned aircraft system. The antenna is mounted near the front of the
aircraft, with the shroud depicted in green. The wings, body, stabilizer, and propeller can all contribute
reflections that can enter the unshrouded antenna; depending, of course, on the direction the antenna is
pointed on its gimbal.

Figure 8 Illustration of a dual-phase-center antenna mounted on a model of a representative unmanned
aircraft. The antenna is shown with and without the shroud (green) that is designed to minimize
the antenna interaction with reflections from the aircraft. (The red spots near the upper middle of
the parabolic reflectors represent the location of the feed horn, which is not shown.)

Although analysis with geometric optics ignores contributions due to diffraction from the edges of the
shroud, ray tracing is a very effective method of visualizing the benefit obtained from applying the
shroud. Figure 9 shows the ray paths resulting from excitation of the upper reflector of the pair, without
the presence of the shroud. The blue lines represent the paths of rays that reflect only once (from the
reflector), while the other colors represent ray paths that include multiple reflections. The direct rays
from the feed are not shown. Many of the multiple reflections occur near the antenna, reflecting from the
portions of the fuselage that are close to the antenna. However, even with the antenna in the orientation
indicated, there are some rays that enter the antenna after reflecting from the under-surface of the wing.
In this example, the location of the antenna near the front of the body, combined with pointing the
antenna to the side, limits the number of rays reflecting directly from the wings. That will not always be
case when the antenna is squinted away from broadside.

Figure 10 illustrates the result of ray-trace analysis after the shroud is attached to the antenna. The vast
majority of the multipath rays have been eliminated, and the ray tracing shows mostly the desired
collimated radiation from the antenna. It appears that the remaining rays reflecting from the body and the
wing are actually coming from the region just above the shroud, indicating that minor adjustments to the
shape in this area could be effective in eliminating the remaining multipath contributions. Although the
primary purpose of the shroud is to block energy reflecting from the surfaces of the aircraft, multiple
reflections can occur between the shroud structure and other surfaces, so treating it with microwave
absorber can improve its performance.

-13-



Figure 9 Ray-trace illustration of the interaction of the unshrouded antenna (top reflector) with the
aircraft. The blue rays correspond to one reflection (from the antenna reflector or some other
structure), while the other colors represent multiple reflections.

Figure 10 Ray-trace illustration of the interaction of the shrouded antenna (top reflector) with the aircraft.
The meaning of the ray colors matches that of Figure 9. The effect of the shroud is to greatly
reduce the interaction with the aircraft body.

Diffraction will occur at the edge of the shroud, and does have the potential to adversely affect
performance. However, using appropriate microwave absorber on the surfaces of the shroud, including
the interior, can reduce the currents on those surfaces, and thus reduce the level of diffraction that occurs
at the edge discontinuities. Careful shaping of the shroud can also be useful in controlling reflections
directly from it and in controlling where the edge diffraction components go. Here, analysis using the
principals of the geometrical theory of diffraction [15] or uniform geometrical diffraction theory [16, 17],
through tracing the diffraction cones, can be useful. The shroud should also be designed with
consideration for the illumination taper in the antenna near-field region to minimize any impact on the
far-field radiation pattern.
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Polarization filter

A polarization filter is designed to pass a specified polarization, as defined by the direction of the electric-
field vector, while rejecting the orthogonal polarization. Wide-bandwidth filters can be designed for
linear polarization by placing an appropriately spaced set of linear conductors (for example wires) parallel
to the electric-field vector to be rejected. By adjusting the spacing and size of the conductors, the amount
of rejection can be controlled. For the electric-field component orthogonal to the axis of the conductors
there will be efficient transmission, although with some small amount of insertion loss. Though typically
small, the insertion loss for the desired polarization will increase as the width of the conductor becomes a
larger fraction of the spacing between conductors. Two implementations of the polarization filter will be
examined:

1) the wire-grid filter, with copper wires suspended in air, and
2) the circuit-trace filter, with copper circuit traces on a thin substrate of Rogers RT/duroid®

5880.

Insight into the operation of the polarization filter can be obtained by considering the boundary conditions
on the electric field at the linear conductors and applying the equivalence principle of electromagnetics.
The boundary conditions require the tangential electric field to be near zero on the conductor (exactly
zero for a perfect electric conductor, PEC). This causes currents to flow on the conductor surface that
produce an electric field opposing the incident field. For the electric-field component parallel to the
linear conductor, this current is significant. However, for the component perpendicular to the linear
conductor, the current is quite small. According to the surface equivalence principle of electromagnetics
[18], the scattered field is that obtained by removing all of the conductors and replacing them with the
surface currents. The total field is obtained by adding the incident field to the scattered field. In the
forward direction, the scattered field tends to cancel the incident field component having the same
electric-field direction. Since the current induced by the component parallel to the conductor is much
larger than that induced by the perpendicular component, its effect is much more significant. The end
result is that the electric-field component parallel to the linear conductors is significantly attenuated upon
passing through the structure, while the perpendicular component is only slightly affected.

An analytic theory for the behavior of the polarization filter is not included here. Instead, simulations
have been performed over a fixed frequency band for a variety of dimensions defining the polarization
filters. The entire structure for each type of filter can be described with just two or three dimensions:

wire-grid filter wire radius, r, and center-to-center wire spacing, .5 .

circuit-trace filter trace width, w, center-to-center trace spacing, .5, and dielectric thickness, t .

To determine the effectiveness of the polarization rejection, the two filter types were modeled with the
transient (time-domain) solver in CST Microwave Studio® [7]. The wire-grid filter model is illustrated in
Figure 11 a, while the circuit-trace filter is illustrated in Figure 1 lb. The simulations are excited by a
plane wave incident upon a planar array of either PEC wires or PEC circuit traces that are oriented along
the x direction. The plane wave is incident along the i direction. The Cartesian coordinate system with

axes i, Sr, i can be seen in Figure 11. Each planar grid is arranged in a cell with periodic boundary

conditions, intended to simulate an infinite array. The faces of the bounding box normal to x represent

one pair of periodic boundaries, and the faces normal to Si represent the other pair. The faces normal to

i are open boundaries, with the incident plane wave propagating in the + i direction. The cross-
polarization rejection is defined by the ratio of the field strength of the X component of the electric field
after passing through the grid to that of the i component of incident plane wave. The co-polarization

insertion loss is defined similarly for the Sr component of the electric field.
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Figure 11
(a) (b)

Wire-grid (left) and circuit-trace (right) models of the polarization filet, placed in the periodic
cell, as modeled in CST Microwave Studio®.

Because of the scale-invariance of Maxwell's equations, the data from specific simulations can be
generalized by normalizing the defining dimensions by the wavelength, k . The computed data can thus
be applied accordingly to a wide range of frequencies. See Appendix II for more information about the
specific conditions that allow scale-invariance of Maxwell's equations.

The polarization rejection of the wire-grid filter is determined by the wire radius, r, the wire spacing, 6,

and the wavelength of the signal, k. The generalized rational approximation to the polarization-rejection
values (in decibels) predicted by simulations in CST Microwave Studio is
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The data from which this approximation was computed comprise 63 different combinations of wire radius
and spacing, spanning the non-normalized values 1.0 6 6.0 mm, and 0.03125 r 1.75 mm, over the

frequency band 15.2 f 18.2 GHz. This data is plotted in Figure 12, along with the approximation (3)

for several values of r from the range given above. Agreement is sufficient for design purposes.

The rational approximation for the transmission coefficient, in decibels, for the co-polarization
component is
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1+ L7 'A)-43)'A

9 37 18 52 k) X 41 25 68 X X A,

The values computed with CST Microwave Studio, along with the values obtained from (4), are plotted in
Figure 13. Note that the formulas for the transmission coefficients are logarithmic (decibel) values.

(4)
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The nature of rational approximations is such that poles exist for some values of the parameters, which
are in general complex and may not necessarily be realized when the parameters are constrained to be real
valued, as is the case here. However, approaching the poles too closely can cause the approximation to
give unrealistic results. The parameters must be limited in range. The recommended space of 1-12,, and

0, for which (3) and (4) give valid and useful results is shown in Figure 14 and Figure 15, respectively.
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Figure 12 Cross-polarization transmission data from CST simulations, with smooth curves from the rational
fit, (3), over the frequencies 15.2 GHz < f< 18.2 GHz . The legend indicates the parameters of

the first 50 simulation data sets in order from lefi to right and top to bottom.
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Co-polarization transmission data from CST simulations, with smooth curves from the rational

fit, (4), over the frequencies 15.2 GHz f 18.2 GHz . The legend indicates the parameters of

the first 50 simulation data sets in order from left to right and top to bottom.
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-10

-15 E

c
-20 .2

-25 w
o

-30 .t+

-35

-40

-45

-18-



0.1-----------I

-0.5
0.08

0.06

5
0.04

0.02

0
0.075 01 0.125 0.15 0.175 0.2 0.225 0.25 0.275 0.3 0.325 0.35

-2.5

(5/À

Figure 15 The region of validity for the rational approximation (4) and its estimate of the co-polarization
transmission as a function of normalized wire radius width, rIX , and trace spacing, 61 X .

For the circuit-trace polarization filter, as with the wire-grid filter, the scale-invariance of Maxwell's
equations is invoked to allow a limited set of simulations to be applied over a larger range of dimensions.
However, since the circuit-trace filter is built on a thin dielectric sheet, the scaled results from that
simulation are only valid when the dielectric properties of the sheet remain the same at the scaled
frequency. The two parameters involved in the rational approximation are the width of the trace, w, and
the spacing between the trace centers, S. The thickness of the metal traces is assumed small, as is the
thickness of the dielectric, and both are neglected in the parameterized rational approximation of the
simulated data. In a strict sense, not scaling these two additional thicknesses violates the scale-invariance
of Maxwell's equations, but since both values are intended to remain very small, the usefulness of the
approach is not compromised.

For 1/2 oz copper traces (thickness
following rational approximation to

505  ( 
1+ 

711 

Tcross-pol =

6 11

58(1+ 1,343 (1

11 7

17 jtm) on Rogers RT/duroid® 5880 (thickness 0.254 mm), the
49 sets of computed polarization-rejection data was obtained,

(
1 

53 (
1 

31 w)w) 
+ 
142 (

1 
85 8 ) 8

15 37 X)X X 19 13 X)X

40 w)w\ w
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(5)

The computed data and the fit from (5) are plotted in Figure 16. As already noted, for this parametric
rational approximation, both the thickness of the copper traces and the thickness of the dielectric material
are ignored since they are small. The recommended space of 01/4. and 8/X, for which (5) gives valid and
useful results is shown in Figure 17.

The co-polarization transmission coefficient for the copper-trace polarization filter is estimated by

—
67 

1 
317  (

1 
966 (

1+ 
71 w) w) w 947 8

6 47 14 X X 22 X

1— —
83(

1 +-
19 (

1 
139 w)w)w 147 ( 39 50 8)8)8

2 30 45 X)X X 5 14 33 X X X
1+ — 1— — —

The computed data and fit are shown in Figure 18. The recommended space of 0, and 8/2k, where (6)

gives valid and useful results is shown in Figure 19. As before, the transmission coefficients are given in
decibels by (5) and (6).

co-pol (6)
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Figure 16 Cross-polarization rejection data from CST simulations over the frequency range
15.2 GHz f 18.2 GHz for various values of trace width and spacing, as indicated in the

legend, with approximations from (5) plotted as dark red smooth lines.
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Figure 18 Co-polarization transmission data from CST simulations over the frequency range
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Monopulse response of a dihedral

The monopulse response will be characterized by illuminating a target dihedral with the sum pattern and
examining the ratio of the received difference-channel signal to the received sum-channel signal. To
allow the examination of the monopulse response over the entire main-lobe region, the dihedral will be
placed at each angular position, and the response will be computed as a function of the spherical angles
0, (I) shown in Figure 2. The corner seam where the dihedral plates join will be rotated by an angle a

from the vertical-polarization direction, as illustrated in Figure 6, to achieve different levels of cross-
polarization from the target. As described previously, the amount of rotation of the dihedral will control
the amount of cross-polarized signal that is received, with a = 0° producing no polarization rotation, and
a = 22.5° providing equal amounts of co- and cross-polarized scattering.

The complex scattering matrix (1) is used to compute the received signal. The radiation patterns will be

represented by complex partial-gain functions, h (0,0 and v(0,0 . These complex partial-gain functions

carry phase as well as amplitude information, and are related to the partial gains and total gain by

G„ (0,0=10M 2

Gv (0, = ( 0, 02 (7)

G(0,0 = G, (OM+ Gv (0,4))

The voltage response at the receive antenna port from the dihedral is
vector effective antenna length electric-field vector at target

vrx =
kR

(iHr 12)zc  2;_[hrx vrx*12,\FrR 7e j [ 7h,h h,v1[ e  _ Irtx12) v

10 2 vic ,h v, VTE2R

elect ic-field vector at receiver antenna

j2kR  \1(1-1F bc12)
= [(1,:xv hrxkx) cos 2a + (17:y + h i 2a If)s_n _ --] , dihedral 4ThR2 2,Fr

(8)

where R is the range from the radar to the target, Z , is the characteristic impedance of the transmission

line feeding the antenna, 10 is the impedance of free space, k is the signal wavelength, k = 27E1X, , Ftx  rx

are the reflection coefficients at the antenna ports, V„, is the voltage at the transmit antenna port, and

Y dihedral is the total scattering length of the dihedral, defined so that the radar cross section of the dihedral

2(area) is 6dihedral = Y dihedral  •

The unfiltered monopole response is the ratio

s(0,0= 
rx d  = 

[(vdesum — hdiff hs.) cos 2a + (hdesum + v,flif hs.) sin 2a]
(9)

Vrx, sum [(11:u.Vsum II:mhs.)cos 2a +(hsUmvsUm + vsumlis.) sin 2a]

which is complex-valued. Its magnitude gives information about how far the target is from the 1,

plane, which contains the boresight direction, and the sign of the argument of the complex value
determines in which direction the target is offset. Of course, since this is a single-channel monopulse
model, it only provides an angular offset from one plane. When the polarization filter is applied, the ratio
becomes

s filtered (09
Vrx, diff

Vr x, sum

=[(Tv- v die sumTv — 7,111.1fhs.TH) cos 2a + (THh*desumTv + Tvvdiff kumT, )sin 2a]

[(Tvv:nys.Tv — h:mhs.TH) cos 2a + (7, h:fty sumTv + :mhs.TH) sin 2a]
(10)
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where the transmission coefficients for the two polarizations are Tv and T H , and the subscripts V and H

refer to the polarization directions corresponding to the complex partial-gain functions, v(0,41) and

h (0 , (1)) , respectively. In the derivation of (10), the assumption is made that the same antenna is used for

transmitting and receiving, so that the filter improves the polarization purity of the transmitted signal as
well as rejects the cross-polarization component introduced upon scattering from the target.

The magnitude s (0, (I))1 will be plotted with and without the polarization filter for various values of the

dihedral rotation angle, a , corresponding to various levels of cross-polarization scattering as shown in
Figure 7. Two polarization filters are applied:

1) T H = T cross- pol = —20 dB and T = TV co- pol 0.15 dB , and

2) TH = T cross- pol — —30 dB and Tv = Tco-pol = —0.23 dB .

Figure 20 shows the magnitude of the monopulse response for the first filter, with cc = 0°, 5°, 22.5°, and

35° from top to bottom. As the amount of cross-polarization in the received signal increases, the
unfiltered monopulse response deteriorates. However, the filtered response shows very little deterioration
as the cross-polarization increases, even to the point when the co-polarized and cross-polarized signals are
equal ( a = 22.5° ). Deterioration is beginning to be noticeable, though, when a = 35° 5 which puts the co-
polarized signal nearly 9 dB below the cross-polarized signal, while the unfiltered response shows no
indication of the monopulse behavior at all.

If the second filter, with 10 dB better cross-polarization rejection, is applied instead, the monopulse
response with a = 35° is almost indistinguishable from the unfiltered response when a = 0° . The
response with the second filter is plotted in Figure 21 for a = 35°, 40°, 43°, and 44° from top to bottom.

This filter gives good performance to about a = 40° , at which point the cross-polarized response of the
dihedral is 15 dB greater than the co-polarized response. Performance deteriorates rapidly for
40° < a 45° , though. With no co-polarized response at a = 45° , the monopulse response is completely
gone, even with the filter. For these angles and this example, there is no indication of monopulse
behavior in the unfiltered response.

As demonstrated by the computed monopulse responses in Figure 20 and Figure 21, the use of a
polarization filter dramatically improves the monopulse performance of a short-focal-length offset-fed
parabolic reflector.
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Figure 21 Monopulse response without polarization filter (left) and with 30 dB cross-polarization rejection
filter (right) for a = 35°, 40°, 43°, 44°, with significantly stronger cross-polarization scattering
compared to the co-polarization scattering.
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Conclusion

We have shown, through the use of computed antenna radiation patterns, that the difference pattern
obtained by using a short-focal-length offset-fed parabolic reflector contains significant cross-polarized
response in the region of the monopulse null, even producing a local peak where the co-polarized
response has a deep null. Using a physical-optics model for the dihedral corner reflector, we also
demonstrated that man-made objects containing flat surfaces (or large-radius-of-curvature surfaces)
joined along a seam can introduce significant amounts of cross-polarization into the scattered signal.
Thus, targets of interest can introduce cross-polarized signals that compete with the expected co-polarized
signal in a monopulse system. In addition, multipath scattering from nearby objects, such as surfaces on
the aircraft carrying the radar, can enter the system through antenna side lobes, as well as introduce cross-
polarized components, and therefor produce unwanted competing signals. Using geometric optics, we
illustrated how placing a shroud around the reflector antenna can significantly reduce the multipath
interaction with nearby surfaces.

With the dominant contribution to poor monopulse response being the relatively poor cross-polarization
response of the difference pattern of the antenna coupled with depolarization by the target, we suggest the
use of a polarization filter in front of the antenna. Two kinds of filters are suggested: a wire-grid filter
and a filter using circuit traces on a thin dielectric substrate. Using data from a full-wave
electromagnetic solver, rational approximations are obtained to allow the easy design of each of these
kinds of filters. Generalized formulas, parameterized in normalized filter dimensions, are given for the
filter transmission coefficients for both the rejected polarization and the desired polarization directions.

Finally, the fully-polarimetric monopulse response is computed for the example antenna with various
amounts of cross-polarization content from the target signal. As the cross-polarization content of the
signal scattered from the target increases, the monopulse response of the antenna without the polarization
filter deteriorates significantly, quickly becoming unusable. We show that application of the polarization
filter dramatically restores the monopulse response, even in conditions where there is no evidence of a
monopulse null in the unfiltered response.

Application of the ideas presented here will significantly improve the response of a monopulse system
that relies on a short-focal-length offset-fed parabolic reflector.
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Appendix l - Relationship between polarization vectors

The polarization of an electromagnetic field will refer to the direction of the propagating electric-field
vector. Solutions to Maxwell's equations for the propagating electromagnetic field do not allow field
components along the direction of propagation, so the propagating field can be described with just two
orthogonal vectors, whicht are also mutually orthogonal to the direction of propagation. In the following,
several sets of two orthogonal vectors suitable for defining the polarization will be described.

The spherical coordinate system, with the standard spherical unit vectors, is illustrated in Figure I-1.
When referencing the spherical coordinate system, the angle 0 is usually referred to as the polar angle, the
zenith angle, or the colatitude. The angle (13. is usually referred to as the azimuth or the longitude. In some

usage, the meaning of the two symbols is reversed, and (I) is used to represent the colatitude and 0

represents the longitude, introducing some confusion. Additionally, in the context of an antenna-pattern
range, 0 is often referred to as the azimuth angle even though it is the polar angle measured from the i
axis in Figure I-1, and 41 is referred to as the roll angle. In what follows, 0 is used for the polar angle,

measured from i axis, and (I) is used for the roll angle, measured in the x, Sr plane, as illustrated in Figure

I-1.

Figure I-1 Spherical coordinate system and the unit vectors.

The field point is located at r= r r. The unit vectors 1-, 6,3 are mutually orthogonal. In the source-free
far-field region, the electric field is transverse to the propagation direction (because it has no divergence).
If the source is located at the origin, then at position r the field's propagation direction is r, so the

electric field vector can be described with linear (non-rotating) components along 6 and (I)

=;6+;3.

The polarization of the electromagnetic field, at least within the disciplines of engineering
electromagnetics, radar, and antennas, is determined by the direction of the electric-field vector.
However, in the discipline of optics, polarization usually refers to the direction of the magnetic-field
intensity vector [1, 2]. (One is tempted to say that the subjects of optical and radio-wave propagation
differ by 90°.) Here, polarization will always refer to the direction of the electric-field vector.

It will prove convenient to describe the polarization characteristics with the antenna oriented so its bore-
sight direction is aligned with the zenith axis, z. On occasion, however, the antenna is measured or
described in a coordinate system where the bore-sight direction is not so aligned, as illustrated, for
example, in Figure 1-2. Here the antenna's radiation pattern and polarization vectors are measured in the
primed (red) coordinate system. The primed coordinate system can be rotated to become the unprimed
coordinate system through the application of a dyadic coordinate-rotation operator to all vectors. Since
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more than one rotation is involved, the path from the primed coordinate system to the unprimed system is
not unique. However, it will be desirable to make it so.

Figure 1-2 Two coordinate systems, one aligned with the antenna bore-sight direction, the other not.

Given the right-handed Cartesian coordinate system defined by unit vectors x, Y', depicted in Figure I-

2, the spherical unit vectors are:
= sin 01 cos (I)' + Y' sin Of sin (1; + cos 0',

6' = cos O' cos (I)' + ST1 cos 0' sin (I)' — sin 0', and (I-1.1)

I "I
S 
•

(I) = M+ y cos+'.

Suppose a new right-handed Cartesian coordinate system is defined by unit vectors x, ST, z with i aligned
with the bore-sight direction of the antenna, so that

=F(010,(1;0)= if sin Of° cos.1:1'0 + Y'sin 0'0 sin Vo + i' cos 0'0 . (I-1.2)

The usual spherical angles will be defined in the unprimed coordinate system, so these new spherical unit
vectors are

=itsinocos(1)+YsinOsint1)+icos0,

= cos cos (I) + Y cos 0 sin 4 — i sin 0, and (I-1.3)

(1) = —X sin 4:0 + Y cos 4:1).

The unit vectors it and Y have yet to be defined, and many choices are possible. However, uniqueness is

achieved by aligning the spherical unit vectors of the two coordinate systems in the bore-sight direction,

= 6', and (I-1.4)

(1) = when 0 = 0, (130 = 0 and O' = O'0 , (1)' = (1)0' . (I-1.5)

Thus,

610,0 = 6'10"=o9 = A= cos Yo cos (1)0' + ST' cos O'0 sin (I)'0 — sin 00, and
)=(:) )'=(Do

(I)°=0 
= $10,=0, = = —it' sin 4:10' + Y' cos (1)0' .

(p=o (1),490

Any point a is represented with projections along the primed unit vectors,
= + STrayr + i'a„

and with projections along the unprimed unit vectors,
= itaz + Yay + iaz .
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The projections can also be described by the traditional spherical angles in each of the two coordinate
systems, so

= a ( I' sin O'a cos + sr' sin 01, sin k + ' cos Oa ) , (I-1.9)

and

= a(x sin Oa cos k + Sr sin Oa sin k + i cos Oa ) . (I-1.10)

Starting with the identity dyadic,

I= +yy+zz,

a dyadic coordinate-rotation operator is defined by replacing the vectors on the right with the same
vectors represented in the primed coordinate system as follows,

I(I'cos 0'0 cos 410 + Sricos 0'0 sink — 1' sin 0'0)

= Sr ( —ii' sin to + ý' cos ) +
(i' sin 0'0 cos (14 + sr' sin 0'0 sin k + i' cos 00)

(1-1.11)

Since Rilsy is a unit dyadic, it does not rotate a vector, but merely transforms the representation from

projections along unit vectors from one coordinate system to projections in the other. Specifically,

forming the dot product with RW2z and any vector on the right represented with projections against

returns that same vector, but represented by projections against x, y, z. For vectors represented by

projections against x, y, z, the dot product with the vector on the left gives the other representation, or the

vector could be placed on the right of the transposed dyadic Rx YZZ ,

(i cos 0'0 cos (g —sr sin (1)10 + z sin 0'0 cos to ) + 
11142,i, = ST' cos 010 sin (K) + ST cos (K) + i sin 0'0 sin to ) + (I-1.12)

i'(—Isin 0'0 + i cos 00' )

Using the subscript xyz or to represent the coordinate axes against which the projections are

taken, then the subscripted symbol a can be used to indicate a representation of the vector in either
coordinate system, and we have

Agyz = R ,,s,!Yi • = airs„i, • and di,s„2, = 1174 • aiki = ais4 • 1147 5
so that

• xYz' 
Xj} 

(RiS4 
Z xyz 31Yz xyz xkz

implying

= xx + ýi + zz ,
which is easily verified by direct computation with (I-1.11) and (I-1.12).

(I-1.13)

(I-1.14)

(1-1.15)

Applying the coordinate-rotation operator to the representations of a vector described by the angles 0',

and 0, cl) in the two coordinate systems, it can readily be determined that the angles are related by

sin 0 cos (I) = sin 0' cos 0'0 cos (t — (v0)— cos 0' sin 00
sin 0 sin 4) = sin 0' sin @I' — 4:1'0) (I-1.16)

cos 0 = sin 0' sin 0'0 cos (4; — ) + cos 0' cos 010

and
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sin O' cosV = sin 0 cos 0'0 cos (I) cos (K) — sin 0 sincli sin (1:Vo + cos 0 sin 0'0 cos (K)

sin 0' sin = sin 0 cos 010 cos(1) sin + sin 0 sincli cos (14 + cos 0 sin 0'0 sin (14

cos 01= cos 0 cos 0',3 — sin 0 sin 0',3 cos Ili

Equations (I-1.16) lead to expressions for the spherical angles in the unprimed coordinate system,

0 = cos-1 (sin 0' sin 00' cos (cjii — ) + cos 0' cos 0'0) ,

and

= tan-1
sin O' sin (4; —4:10)

sin O'cos 0',3 cos (113.' — Vo)— cos O' sin 00

while equations (I-1.17) provide expressions for the angles in the primed coordinate system,

01= cos-1 ( cos 0 cos 00 — sin 0 sin 0'0 cos (I)) ,

and

= tan-1
r sin 0 (cos 0'0 cos (I) sin + sin di cos ) + cos 0 sin 0'0 sin

sin 0 (cos Oro cos (I) cos (1 0 — sincli sin (Vo ) + cos 0 sin 0'0 cosCo

(1-1.17)

The visualization of the various vectors in the two coordinate systems is aided by Figure 1-3, where the
unprimed coordinate system (black) has been rotated with respect to the primed system (red) according to

the description above. In this illustration, cro = 30° , and 4300' = 45°.

The unit vectors in the radial direction are the same in both coordinate systems, so r= . Note that the

unit vector in the direction of increasing 0, 6, lies in the plane defined by r and i . However, the
corresponding vector in the primed system, O' lies in the plane defined by r and i" . The remaining unit
vectors, CI; and 1;1, are normal to these planes, respectively. The important point is that, while 6=6' and
4.= when r= = z, ~ O' and (I) # (1)/ in general. Since these unit vectors correspond to the direction
of the electric-field components E0 and E , the polarization components will match in the bore-sight

direction, but they will be different in the two representations as the field point moves away from the
bore-sight direction. The difference between the two representations increases as the distance from the
bore-sight increases.

r
X

Figure 1-3 Illustration of the various vectors in two Cartesian coordinate systems rotated with respect to each
other.
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The unit vectors ( Esr, (1; and 6, (1) ) that describe the polarization of the electric field all lie in the same
plane, since they are perpendicular to the same radial vector. The relationship between these vectors is

best described with a single rotation angle. Let the angle between 6 and 6' be a , so that
6 = 6' cos a + (I)' sin a, and ci) = 4 sin a + (I)' cos a .

The angle a is obtained in all quadrants by
/ A A "\

(1-1.22)

a = tan-1
0 ' (1;

, (1-1.23)
6 . O')

or

a = tan-I
r sin 00 sin ((I)' — 4)0 ) \

(I-1.24)
cos 00 sin 0' — sin 00 cos 0' cos ((1)' — (1)0) )

The mapping of the spherical angles in the primed coordinate system given by (I-1.18) and (I-1.19) is

illustrated in Figure 1-4 for EY0 = 30° , and (1)'0 = 45°. The contours plotted in Figure 1-4 show the entire

spherical region and allow values to be read with some ease. These plots clearly illustrate the non-linear
nature of the mapping, and with some thought, the location of the poles in the new, unprimed coordinate
system can be recognized. However, when the same data are plotted on the surface of a sphere, as in
Figure 1-5, it becomes clear that this mapping is precisely what intuition expects. In these plots, it is

assumed that 0 (1), (1)1 360°
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Mapping of the spherical angles, 0' and (I)' , in the primed coordinate system to the corresponding
angles in the unprimed coordinate system, with 0 on the lef t, and 1:1) on the right.

The rotation angle, cc , between the polarization unit vectors, given by (I-1.24), behaves similarly to (1),

but not identically. Figure 1-6 shows a as a function of the position in the primed coordinate system

when 00 = 30° , and (I)'0 = 45° . When the coordinate system must be moved to correspond to the bore-

sight direction of the antenna, it is important that the polarization basis vectors be rotated as required,

according to (1-1.22) and (1-1.24). While the rotation is obviously necessary for the linear basis ( 6,$ )
described here, it is also necessary when the field is represented by circularly polarized unit vectors.
However, in this case, rotation affects the phase .
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Figure 1-6 Illustration of the behavior of the angle between the spherical unit vectors, 6 and O' (or cind4;

in the two coordinate systems as a function of primed coordinates, 0' and (0' .

The components, E0 and Ei), are often the most convenient linearly polarized components for use in

analysis and computation, since they represent electric-field components along the unit vectors in the
spherical coordinate system. However, other linear polarizations are also commonly used, as well as
rotating components. Particularly useful linear polarization basis sets, defined by A. Ludwig, will be
described next.

The linear polarizations defined by A. Ludwig
In an effort to define linear polarization components that could be useful for describing the principal- and
cross-polarization radiation patterns of an antenna, Arthur Ludwig proposed three definitions for
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orthogonal pairs of linear polarization components [17]. Figure I-1 and Figure 1-7 illustrate a standard
coordinate system used to describe radiation patterns from an antenna. In Figure 1-7, the coordinate
system is viewed from the perspective of a planar near-field range, where the 1 axis points toward, and is

normal to, the scan plane, which is parallel to the ii,ST axis and located at z = zo. The antenna is located

at the origin, typically, but not necessarily, with its main radiation lobe pointed along the i axis.

Figure 1-7

h

Illustration of the reference coordinate system, showing the standard spherical angles and unit

vectors at position i. The vectors is, , h are the Ludwig-polarization unit vectors (all definitions)

at position 0 = 0, il)= 0 .

The electric field vectors at a point 12 can be described with components along the spherical unit vectors

6 and , given in terms of the Cartesian unit vectors as
r = I sin 0 cos (I) + Sr sin 0 sin (I) + cos 0

= cos 0 cos szl) + Sr cos 0 sin szl) — sin 0 . (I-2.1)

In the source-free region, the propagating field will have no divergence and thus no component along I= .

A plane of incidence is defined by i and I- . Since 1 x r= sin 0 , it is clear that is normal to this plane

of incidence. Since 6 is normal to both is and I' , it must lie in the plane of incidence.

The three definitions proposed by Ludwig define pairs of linear polarizations, which will be designated

here as v, h. Where appropriate, a subscript will be used to indicate which of Ludwig's definitions is

being represented. These polarization unit vectors are illustrated in Figure 1-7 at position 0 = 0, = 0 ,

where the corresponding components from all three definitions are the same. Below, the definitions will
be given in terms of the spherical unit vectors and the Cartesian unit vectors.

Definition 1
Ludwig's first definition is [17]

=isinOsins1)+6cosOsins1)+iscos41=S7
(1-2.2)

=i-sin0cosis+ ocos0cos4)— sissin4) = I

Note that these unit vectors cannot completely describe the electric-field vector propagating in any
direction other than 0 = 0 , since the propagating electric field must be perpendicular to the direction of
propagation. When 0 ~ 0 , this would require a component along z for at least one of the components.
The fact that this polarization basis is incomplete would seem to limit the usefulness of definition 1.
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However, given the fact that the electric field has no divergence in the source-free region, the complete
polarization can be derived from the Ludwig-1 components. Thus,

V • = 0 = V • (ilEx + Ey + iEz
(1-2.3)

SO

= kxE x + kyE y + kzE,

kE +k E
E —  x x Y Y 

k2 k y2

where k= ki and k = 27uf /c where f is the frequency in Hz and c is the speed of light, 299,792,458 m/s

in the vacuum.

Definition 2
Ludwig's second definition is [17]

9cosOsin4+4)cos(1) —iisin2 Osinci)cosit•+ S(1— sin2Osin240—isinOcosOsin(1)
vz =

,V1—sin2 6 sin2 it• sin2 0 sin2 (I)

iicoscHoicosOsin(13. ficos0—isinOco0
h2   =  

sin2 0 sin2 (I) sin2 0 sin2 (I)

and the spherical unit vectors can be obtained as

6= ir2 COS sin .1) +112 cos .1)

sin2 O sin2 (I)

= ir2 cos .1) —112 cos 0 sin (13.

— sin2 0 sin2 (I)

The Ludwig-2 polarization can also be written

vz = Osinc + cjicosc

112 = ocos4-4)sin
where

= tan-1
(

cososin(1)`

cos (13,

(1-2.4)

(1-2.5)

(1-2.6)

(1-2.7)

(1-2.8)

This polarization definition essentially uses the spherical unit vectors in a new coordinate system defined

by i' = x, Sr' = i, and = —ST . In the new coordinate system, iT2 = 6' and 112 = . However, as

expressed in the coordinate system in Figure I-1, these vectors have problems at the points 0= 7c/2 ,

(I) =7c/2, 37c/2 , where

and

while

\
2

(
0 = -7E+ 7, = —7E+ 6 =iT2(0=a+y,(1)=L7E+6

2 2 2 2

cos2 y cos 6 sin 6 sin2 y cos2 6 + sin2 6 cos 7 sin y cos 6
= I  +y   +   

cos2 ycos2 6 V1— cos2 ycos2 6 — COS2 y COS2 6

'TE sin y ± is cos y sin 6
112 0 = 2 

(I) = —
2 
+ 6 =  

\/1— cos2 y cos2 6 V1— cos2 y cos2 6

(1-2.9)

(I-2.10)
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112 =
2 2 

y, (1) = LIE + 43) =

The vectors are different, depending
( \

sin y cos 7 sin 6
—ii (I-2.11), ,

Nil — cos2 y cos2 8 V1— cos2 ycos2

on the path taken to arrive at the point, for example

lim 
->05 

while

lim

\ 
V2

(0

—it+ 43)(9 = i, (1)= 
22

= + 7, (I) =

I
= I sgn(8) ,

= .

(1-2.12)

(1-2.13)
7—>o 2 2 j

Similarly,

111116->0
while

lim
y->0

r
112

fi2 (0

r TC TC
0 = = - 8

2 2

= — + y, =2 
2

= —z sgn (6) ,
j

= —X

(1-2.14)

(1-2.15)

Since the limits depend on the direction of approach, the vectors do not exist at =70 and

(0= rc/2, 370

Definition 3
Ludwig's third definition is [17]

v3 =iisin4)+$cos(1)=-541—cosO)sincl)cos(1)+5/(1—sin2(130(1—cosO))—isinOsin(1)
(1-2.16)

fi3 =Ocos(1)—$sinc1)=I(1—cos2(41—cosO))-57(1—cosO)sin4coscHisinOcos4

and

6= ir3 sin (I) + cos (I)
(1-2.17)

if) = COS CO -113 sin (I)

To measure this polarization with a roll-over-azimuth positioner, where the roll angle is equivalent to the
spherical coordinate (I) and the azimuth angle is equivalent to spherical coordinate A, the dual-linear probe

antenna would necessarily rotate in synchrony with the antenna being tested.

Other similar polarization representations
It is interesting to see that the relation between the pair V2,112 and the pair 6,4) is identical to the inverse
relation between the pair 6,4) and the pair V2 fi2 . Similarly, the transformation from the pair V3  h3 to the

pair 6,4) is the same as the inverse transformation. This property, known as involution, is exhibited by
some other pairs of unit vectors relative to the pair 6,4). These other pairs are described by a single
parameter, a, as follows

vQ = ea ± (1:41— a2

fic, = a2 — (1)a

and

6= ±fi \ — a2

=±ira a2 — fi a a

(1-2.18)

(I-2.19)
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where the ± is correlated between both vectors.

The definitions proposed by Ludwig focus on two linear components, irand Í. . These represent the
vertical and horizontal components respectively, defined in the frame of reference for the antenna pattern
measurement. The typical frame of reference is the coordinate system and unit-vector definitions shown
in Figure 1-7.

Rotated Ludwig-3 unit vectors

Suppose it is desired to use a new linear reference, VI, and fiy , which have been rotated with respect to

the iT and h of Figure 1-7 by an angle y . The rotation angle y is defined so that a positive rotation moves

h toward v, as depicted in Figure 1-7. This is a right-handed rotation with respect to the i axis. For
example, the equivalent of the Ludwig-3 for this new polarization is

V73 = 6sin(4)—y)+(licos(4)-17)
. (1-2.20)

fi7,3 =Ocos((ii—y)-4)sin(cli—y)

Since (1-2.20) is simply (1-2.19) with a = sin (4:1) — y) , the rotated Ludwig-3 vectors possess the involution

property with respect to the spherical unit vectors 6,4). Evaluating the dot products i773 • v3 and fly,3 • fi3
show that the angle between the rotated vectors and the nonrotated vectors is exactly the same, and equal
to y , everywhere over the sphere.

Roy-Shafai unit vectors
A "generalization" of the Ludwig-3 has been proposed by Roy and Shafai [18, 19], which is claimed to
match the co-polarized and cross-polarized responses of the antenna better,

i7As = 6sin(4)+4)cos(4),
(1-2.21)

hRs = Ocos(4)—olisin(4)

where

•1:1' —1:1:1) '
4= tan-1 

r 
cos (

(1-2.22)
cos 0 sin (cli' — iii)

\ 1

with the observation direction given by 0,(1) , and (I; describing the direction of the ideal linearly polarized

field: •1; = 0 corresponds to the electric field along the ii axis, and (V = 7c/2 corresponds to the electric

field along the Si axis. This generalization is another of the class of involutory polarizations with respect

to the spherical unit vectors kis . On the line 0 = 0 , if (1:1' = y+Tc/2 , then 4= (1)- y , and the Roy-Shafai
unit vectors are the same as the rotated Ludwig-3 unit vectors. Furthermore, when (V = ±7c/2 , the Roy-

Shafai unit vectors are parallel to the spherical unit vectors, 6', (i) , , in a new coordinate system where
ie = 57, S7' = i , and i" = I .

Comparison of linear polarization directions
As an aid to visualize the various sets of polarization basis vectors, they will be displayed on the surface
of a sphere. The polarization unit-vector directions for the spherical, Ludwig 2, and Ludwig 3 unit-vector

sets are plotted in Figure 1-8. Similarly, the polarization directions for the pairs (V3, C13 ) , (V7,3, fiy3 ) , and

(i7Rs,fiRs ) are plotted in Figure 1-9. The pair (V3, fi3 ) serves as a reference between the sets of plots,

since it is repeated in each set.
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Additional views of sets (6,$), (ir2,fi2), and (is/3, fi3) polarization unit vectors are illustrated in Figure I-
10 and Figure I-11. In each row of Figure I-10, beginning with the top row, the observer is positioned on

the positive x axis, the positive ST axis, and the positive i , looking back toward the origin. In each row
of Figure I-11, the observer is standing on the appropriate negative axis, looking toward the origin.
Similarly, Figure I-12 and Figure I-13 present the same view, but for the polarization unit-vector pairs

(iT3,113), and (ir„,11,,).

It is clear that the spherical unit vectors rotate about the z axis as the angle (1:1 varies, while the Ludwig

unit vectors have nearly fixed directions near the poles associated with the z axis. The ambiguity

associated with the Ludwig-2 unit vectors at the points 0 = Tc/2 , (1)=71/2,37c/2 makes Ludwig's second

definition problematic for describing antennas with significant radiation in those directions. The
argument can be made that a similar problem occurs at points 0 = 0, TC when the spherical unit vectors,

6 and (1) , are used to represent the field. Indeed, this was the motivation behind Ludwig's definitions.
The Ludwig-2 polarization can be useful for describing antennas that radiate primarily in the vicinity of
the i axis.

The Ludwig-3 polarization is well behaved in the z > 0 hemisphere, but not in the lower hemisphere.
Thus, the usefulness of this polarization will be greatest for linearly polarized antennas that radiate mostly
into the z > 0 hemisphere, and it is superior to the Ludwig-2 polarization when the antenna has

significant radiation near the poles associated with the Si axis. It can be observed that the Ludwig-2 unit

vectors are parallel to spherical unit vectors (0 , ) defined in a coordinate system with the axis

aligned with the ST axis. Similarly, the Roy-Shafai unit vectors are parallel to spherical unit vectors
defined in a coordinate system where the axis is aligned with the x axis. The Roy-Shafai unit vectors
are much better behaved near the —i than those of Ludwig-3, so they are useful when little radiation
occurs near the ± I directions, but there is significant radiation in both the z and directions.

The Ludwig and Roy-Shafai polarization pairs are primarily useful only for describing linearly polarized
antennas. The value of these polarization pairs is that by aligning the principal linear polarization of the
antenna with one of the polarizations in a pair, two informative radiation patterns can be generated:

1) a pattern representing the best performance of the antenna in a link where the other antenna is
an ideal linearly polarized antenna that is rotated as needed to match the principal polarization
component of the first, and
2) a pattern representing the worst-case performance when the second antenna is rotated so its
principal linear polarization is orthogonal to that of the first.

These two patterns can be designated the principal-polarization (or co-polarization) pattern and the cross-
polarization pattern. The Ludwig polarization definitions can be quite useful for showing where the
radiation from a linearly polarized antenna goes, but they can be cumbersome when calculating the link
between a pair of antennas with arbitrary but known orientations. When the location and orientation of
both antennas in a link are known, the representation using the components along the spherical unit

vectors 9 and (1) may be the superior choice for many calculations.
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Figure 1-10 Unit vectors plotted on the surface of the sphere for standard spherical coordinate system (left),
the Ludwig-2 polarizations (center), and the Ludwig-3 polarizations (right). The red arrows

correspond to (1), ir 2, or is 73, while the blue arrows correspond to 9, hZ, or h3 , as appropriate.
The views are from a point on the x axis (top), Srs axis (middle), and i axis (bottom).
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Figure I-11 Unit vectors plotted on the surface of the sphere for standard spherical coordinate system (left),
the Ludwig-2 polarizations (center), and the Ludwig-3 polarizations (right). The red arrows

correspond to is 7,, or is 13, while the blue arrows correspond to 9, hZ, or h3 , as appropriate.
The views are from a point on the -I axis (top), -ST axis (middle), and axis (bottom).
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the Ludwig-2 polarizations (center), and the Ludwig-3 polarizations (right). The red arrows

correspond to v3, vr 3, or is , while the blue arrows correspond to fi3, fiy3, or , as

appropriate. The views are from a point on the I axis (top), ST axis (middle), and i axis (bottom).
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Figure 1-13 Unit vectors plotted on the surface of the sphere for standard spherical coordinate system (left),
the Ludwig-2 polarizations (center), and the Ludwig-3 polarizations (right). The red arrows

correspond to V3, V13, or vRS, while the blue arrows correspond to h3, h,t , or i , as

appropriate. The views are from a point on the axis (top), —ST axis (middle), and axis

(bottom).
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Elliptical polarization
The polarization of the electromagnetic field, in the most general sense, is elliptical. That is, the electric-
field vector rotates around the direction of propagation, and its tip traces an ellipse over the course of one
cycle of the time-harmonic field. The ellipse can degenerate into a line, in which case the polarization is
linear. Similarly, the ellipse can become a circle, in which case the polarization is called circular.

Because the general case is a rotating electric-field vector, it becomes necessary to define the direction of
rotation. According to the IEEE [3, 4, 5], a right-handed field rotates clockwise when viewed looking the
direction of propagation. When the thumb of the right hand is pointed in the direction of propagation, the
fingers curl in the direction of the rotation of a right-handed field. A left-handed field rotates in the
opposite direction. Although this is the definition that will be applied here, it should be recognized that
this definition is not universal. For example, Stratton defines right-hand polarization with the electric-
field vector rotating clockwise when the observer is looking toward the source (opposite the direction of
propagation) [6] (see page 280); the same definition is used by Born and Wolf [1] (see page 29). The
standard definition of the IEEE is in common usage in the antenna community, and is used in most
standard texts on antennas, engineering electromagnetics, and radio-wave propagation. For example
Harrington [7] , Weeks [8], Collin and Zucker [9], Kraus [10, 11], Elliot [12] , Stutzman and Thiele [13],
Balanis [14, 15], and Ishimaru [16] all adhere to this convention. Most of the time in an engineering
context, the IEEE definition is used, while in physics and optics, the opposite definition is most often
used.

Circular polarization
Instead of using linear basis vectors to describe the field, it can be described with right-hand and left-hand
rotating unit vectors,

= ERHCi RHC E LHCi LHC 9 (I-3.1)

called right-hand circular (RHC) and left-hand circular (LHC) polarizations. For a phasor representation
of the field, the coefficients E0 , , E RIK E LHC are, in general, complex. The angle of each complex

coefficient is called the phase of that component.

To reiterate, the IEEE standard designates right-hand polarization as the electric field rotating in a right-
hand sense with respect to the direction of propagation [3]. Left-hand polarization is that which rotates in
the opposite direction, in the left-hand sense with respect to the direction of propagation. Assuming time

dependence of ei't for the phasor fields, the right-hand circular unit vector is written

eRti =— 0—A).1

C
The left-hand circular unit vector, which is orthogonal to (1-3.2) is

1 - \
eLix =

-v2

t 
+ /4)) •

The linear unit vectors can also be expressed in terms of the circular unit vectors
a (;‘,

Rix -PeLHC)

and

(1)= i—n(eRnc LIIC)•

(1-3.2)

(1-3 .3)

(1-3 .4)

(1-3 .5)
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Details of elliptical polarization
The most general polarimetric description of a particular wave is elliptical polarization, where the
electric-field vector both rotates and changes length as it propagates, tracing an ellipse, as illustrated in
Figure 1-14. The simplest description of the ellipse is in the ii, i7, is- coordinate system where I' is the

direction of propagation and ii, ir are aligned with the semi-major and semi-minor axes of the ellipse. To

illustrate the elliptical nature of the motion of the electric-field vector, the field can be written as the time
function

i (t)=11Ea COS T + VEb sin t (1-3.6)

where t = (Ot — kR is the parametric angle, evaluated at a distance R from the reference point. The unit
vectors can be written as combinations of the spherical unit vectors as

ii=iicosig-Fissinw , (1-3.7)

and

ii' =-6 sin iv + (1) cos lv .

The tilt angle v is limited to the range

n ic—2< kv < 
2
— .

(1-3.8)

(1-3.9)

Figure 1-14 General polarization ellipse, representing the most general description of a monochromatic,
polarized electromagnetic wave.

The semi-maj or and semi-minor radii of the ellipse are Ea and Eh, respectively which are defined here so

that Ea > 0 , Eb 0, and Ea Eb . The polarization ellipse can be characterized by the axial ratio, defined

by the IEEE to be the semi-major radius divided by the semi-minor radius,

AR = +—Ea 
5 

(I-3.10)
Eh

where the positive sign is used for right-handed rotation, and the negative sign is used for left-handed
rotation [3, 5]. However, others define the sign of the axial ratio to be positive for left-hand rotation [14,
16]. Still others define the axial ratio as the semi-minor radius divided by the semi-major radius [20],
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which has merit since the denominator will never be zero. However, using the IEEE definition, and since
Ea Eb, the axial ratio falls in the range 1 IA/?1 00 .

The field can be assigned a field strength, E0, and an ellipticity angle, x , such that

Ea = E0 cos x , and Eb = E0 sin x ,
so

and

tan x = +
Ea

1AR= .
tan x

Since Eb a, the angle x is restricted to

—7c/4x7c/4.

The polarization ellipse can also be characterized by its eccentricity,

E2
8= 1— = tan2 x <1, or = — c2 ,

Ea2

which leads to

2EbE a = +2\ 11— 82
tan(2x)=±  

E
2 •

(1-3.14)

(1-3.15)

(1-3.16)

Note that it is still assumed that Eb Ea . However, by adding ±n/2 to w , the semi-major and semi-

minor axes can be interchanged in Figure 1-14.

The field can also be described with basis vectors corresponding to the unit vectors 6, (1) of the spherical
coordinate system, illustrated in Figure I-14, where the propagation direction r is out of the page. In this
case, the field is

k(t)= 6E0 cos(t +60)+4); sin(T +60 (1-3.17)

where 60 and N are the phase offsets necessary to ensure (1-3.17) describes the same field as described
by (1-3.6). Of course phase is relative, so with the substitution i= T — 60 , the same elliptical polarization

could be described using only the phase difference, 6 = 6,0 — 60 , although the tip of the electric field vector

would not be at the same point on the ellipse at the same value of T . Equating (1-3.6) and (1-3.17) leads
to

and

E0 = VE„2 cos2 yr + Eb sin2 kv , (1-3.18)

E = E a2 sin2 kv + Eb cos2 w , (1-3.19)

tan 60 = T:'an t kv = c2 tan kv , (1-3.20)a 

tan = an t kv =  
tan kv
,  

Eb E2

(1-3.21)
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As noted above, the same elliptical polarization (with slightly different phase) can be written

k(t1=134 COS + 4); sin (T' + 6) , (1-3.22)

where the ' indicates that the time/rotation variable is different to account for the phase difference ( ~ t),
and

(.E.1 82

tan 8 = sm(2kv)= sin(2W).
2EQEb 2 \ 11 — E

2
(I-3.23)

Since the phasor representation is often used for monochromatic fields, it is useful to write unit vectors
representing orthogonal elliptical polarizations in the form of phasors. The phasor representation of
(1-3.22) is

ti (0=0E0 — *cleft

•VlEa +1Eb
   U\11 — 82 sin2 kv — —82 cos2 kvers)eiT
V2 —82

Complex unit vectors for elliptical polarization are defined

RHE (69111)

1 (0,v^  I 
1— 8-

9 
sin-

9
w AN/1— E2 C052 We/5) ,

N/2 —82
and

LHE (8941)

1 (
0,v1— 82 cos2 w + 82 sin2

\12 — 82

where

= tan-1
( £2

2 \11— 82

with

82 sin (2w) 2N/1-62
sin 8 =    and cos 8 =   

V84 sin2 (20 + 4(1-62) V84 sin2 (21v) + 4(1-62)

The elliptical unit vectors can also be expressed in another form

e RHE (8,w) = (6 cos C jii)sinCeP5),

and

where

LHE (850 — (OsinC + joicosCei,

(  
2 'N

c(E,W) = tan-
1 ,V1— 82 cos w

Nil —82 sin2

(1-3.24)

(1-3.25)

(1-3.26)

(1-3.27)

(1-3.28)

(1-3.29)

(1-3.30)

(1-3.31)

The value of C is related to the maximum amplitude in each of the pure A and (1) polarizations. If the

eccentricity is known, then the tilt is obtained from

(w = cos-1 1 —Vcos2C — (1— 82)sin2

When & = 0 , the tilt angle w is irrelevant, so that the elliptical polarizations become circular,

(1-3.32)
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i 1211E(O,41)= es RHC

and

(1-3.33)

eLHE (09141) = eLHC ' (1-3.34)

Also, the linear polarizations are obtained when& —>1. However, care must be taken when evaluating
(1-3.27) in the limit, to ensure that E is approached from the correct side. Recalling the range for w as

given by (1-3.9), and approaching the limit from & <1 , the limits are evaluated to yield

limPRHE (s, NI)] = 6 cos w + (1) sin w , (1-3.35)

and

lim PLHE(690]= 4 w... sin + iicosw .
E—A

(1-3.36)
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Appendix II — Scale-invariant solutions of Maxwell's equations

The application of dimensional and frequency scaling is well known in the field of electromagnetics.
Nevertheless, it is useful to re-examine and understand the behavior of solutions to Maxwell's equations
when spatial dimensions are scaled. Since Maxwell's equations are not scale-invariant in the most
general sense, the conditions for which scale-invariant solutions exist will be examined below.

The vector fields will be described by the time-harmonic phasor representation with time dependence

given by e . The radian frequency is co = 21-cf , f is the temporal frequency (measured in hertz), and t is

time (measured in seconds). The time-harmonic electromagnetic field will satisfy the phasor form of
Maxwell's differential equations:

x —jcot, (II-1.1)

Vxcl= jcob+.1, (II-1.2)

v•A=o, (II-1.3)
and

v•fi=p, (II- 1 .4)

where E is the electric field intensity (V/m), 14 is the magnetic field intensity (A/m), to' is the electric
flux density (A s/m2), B is the magnetic flux density (V s/m2), I is the electric current density (A/m2),
and p is the electric charge density (A s/m3). Following the common practice, the time dependence will

be suppressed, and the field quantities will be considered to be functions of the spatial position

= xi + )47+ zi and radian frequency co.

The field flux densities are functions of the associated field intensities. In what follows, it will be
assumed that the relationship is linear, so the following constitutive relations will be applied,

(II-1.5)
and

114[41, (II-1.6)

where g is the electric permittivity and µ is the magnetic permeability of the material in which the field

exist. In the source-free region, the charge density in (II-1.4) is zero, and with no source currents, the
current density is related to the electric field intensity

1=6.E, (II-1.7)

where er is the electric conductivity. The permittivity, permeability, and conductivity are written as
dyadic quantities to accommodate anisotropic material, but in the vast majority of practical applications,
the materials are isotropic. In this case, each dyadic can be replaced with a scalar quantity.

Applying the constitutive relations, the electromagnetic field in the source-free region must satisfy

and

vxt=—jwifi•fi

vxfi=(j€0g+6)•E

v.4.11=o

v:g•k=o. (II-1.1 1)

Now, consider scaling the coordinates so that e = , where a ~ 0 . With respect to the primed

coordinates, the operator V' is
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a a , a dx a dy a dz a
+y +z =x  +y  +z  =aV. (II- 1 . 1 2)

ax' ay' az' dx' ax dy' ay dz' az

An electromagnetic field ki, fi' existing in the source-free region must satisfy the following equations in
the primed coordinate system,

V' x = —joire• fi' (II-1.1 3)

V' x = jcot + 6') E' (II- 1 . 1 4)

V' • ife • ft' = 0

and

= 0 .

(II-1.1 5)

(II-1.1 6)
Rewriting these equations with respect to the unscaled coordinate system gives,

aV x = — j did' • fr (II-1.1 7)

aV x = (jcot +6')•Ë' (II- 1 .1 8)

aV • Ai • if' = 0

and

av • • E' = 0 .

(II-1.1 9)

(II-1.20)

When the following substitutions are made, then (II-1.17) through (II-1.20) are indistinguishable from
(II-1.1 3) through (II-1.16)

co' = aco , (II-1.2 1)

= s , (11-1.22)

= i-t (11-1.23)

and

= oCEi . (II-1.24)

In this case, when the same boundary conditions are applied, the solution for E, H from (II-1.13) through

(II-1.1 6) is identical to the solution for If from (II-1.1 7) through (II-1.20). When (II-1.21) through
(11-1.24) are true, then Maxwell's equations are scalar-invariant.

Note that it is not necessary that the medium be isotropic since the conclusion is the same whether the
permittivity, permeability, and conductivity are dyadic or scalar quantities. It is also not necessary that

the medium be homogeneous, as long as the inhomogeneity follows the scaling = Fla . For example, if

the inhomogeneity for E, H is in the form of a stack of homogeneous layers of thickness d„ then scale

invariance requires that di' = di/a for É', , while = E, ift; = ift„ and = aa .

The practical result is that when a= 0 and the permittivity and permeability remain unchanged, the

solution to Maxwell's equations in the source-free region is the same for any scale such that = af
when the dimensions are scaled by l/a .

When the conductivity is not zero, then scalar invariance requires that the conductivity be appropriately
scaled in addition to scaling the frequency. However, when the conductivity is sufficiently large, the field
is usually not computed inside the conductor. Instead, the conductor is treated as imposing boundary
conditions on the solution for the electromagnetic field in the non-conducting region. In general, unless
the boundary conditions are appropriately scaled, the solution will not be strictly scale-invariant, but in
the limit as conductivity becomes infinite, the solution will still be scale-invariant. Thus, when the
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conductivity is large enough for the boundary to be considered a perfect electric conductor, the solution
will be scale-invariant. Since this is the case for most metals, scale invariance is available for many
practical problems.

Scaling the frequency is not the only option available to achieve scale-invariant solutions to Maxwell's

equations. The fundamental requirement to make a solution invariant to spatial scale e =ila is to
require

and

co'i'' = occoi ,

art' = awii,

=,
a = au .

For some situations, the electric permittivity and magnetic permeability can be scaled instead of the
frequency, or in combination with the frequency, as long as the products satisfy (11-1.25) and (11-1.26).
As a practical matter, it is usually too difficult to find materials with appropriately scaled permittivity,
permeability, and conductivity to make this path to scale invariance practical.
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