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Disclaimer

This document was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an agency of the United States
government. Neither the United States government nor Lawrence Livermore National Security, LLC,
nor any of their employees makes any warranty, expressed or implied, or assumes any legal liability or
responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or
process disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately owned rights. Reference herein
to any specific commercial product, process, or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or
otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the
United States government or Lawrence Livermore National Security, LLC. The views and opinions of
authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the United States government or
Lawrence Livermore National Security, LLC, and shall not be used for advertising or product
endorsement purposes.

This work performed under the auspices of the U.S. Department of Energy by Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory under Contract DE-AC52-07NA27344.
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Mathematics Major

Mathematician and Project Manager
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As an undergraduate at Pomona, Carol Meyers ‘00 enjoyed proofs and pure math, but
she also had a hankering to solve real-world problems. This eventually led her to
discover the field of operations research, in which she earned a PhD from MIT, and from
there onto a career at a national laboratory.

“National labs are great because they serve a role between academia and industry,” she
says, “solving problems too large or too applied for academia, and insufficiently profit-
driven for industry.” Her workplace, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, is home
to the world’s largest laser, frequent home to the world’s fastest supercomputer, and
the namesake to element 116 (Livermorium) on the periodic table. During her 10+ years
at the laboratory Carol has worked in the areas of energy grid modernization, nuclear
counterterrorism, cyber security, stockpile stewardship, and supercomputing, often as a
consultant providing mathematical modeling and optimization expertise.

Carol has two young kids and serves as co-chair of the New Moms’ Group at her
workplace. “Being in a supportive community of moms has really helped me at work,”
she says, “because let’s face it — moms know how to get things done!”

“People talk a lot about the importance of networking, but this doesn’t have to mean
starting technical discussions with strangers. The ability to bond with and relate to
other people is far more important, and many women do this very well. Some of my
best work networking connections have come through our employer-affiliated daycare.”



