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What is National Security?

All states have national interests.

Supreme Interest The survival of the state and the polity that governs it.

Vital Interests Security, well being, domestic tranquility.

Strategic Interests Strengthening or weakening of adversaries or allies; shifting inter-
national alignments; discovery of new resources or technologies;
new patterns of economic development and trade; etc.

Tactical Interests Result of activities by a state and its nationals beyond its borders.

National Concerns National values and ideologies combine with interests to generate
national concerns.

National Security is the multi-dimensional view and collection of
capabilities devoted to protecting national interests from threats; be

they foreign or domestic.
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Who Works in National Security?

� US Government

I Defense
I Homeland Security
I State
I Intelligence Community

� Commercial Industry
� National Laboratories
� Universities

Professions in national security are very broad and
encompass all aspects of science and technology.

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE



Who Works in National Security?

� US Government

I Defense
I Homeland Security
I State
I Intelligence Community

� Commercial Industry
� National Laboratories
� Universities

Professions in national security are very broad and
encompass all aspects of science and technology.

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE



Who Works in National Security?

� US Government
I Defense

I Homeland Security
I State
I Intelligence Community

� Commercial Industry
� National Laboratories
� Universities

Professions in national security are very broad and
encompass all aspects of science and technology.

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE



Who Works in National Security?

� US Government
I Defense
I Homeland Security

I State
I Intelligence Community

� Commercial Industry
� National Laboratories
� Universities

Professions in national security are very broad and
encompass all aspects of science and technology.

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE



Who Works in National Security?

� US Government
I Defense
I Homeland Security
I State

I Intelligence Community

� Commercial Industry
� National Laboratories
� Universities

Professions in national security are very broad and
encompass all aspects of science and technology.

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE



Who Works in National Security?

� US Government
I Defense
I Homeland Security
I State
I Intelligence Community

� Commercial Industry
� National Laboratories
� Universities

Professions in national security are very broad and
encompass all aspects of science and technology.

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE



Who Works in National Security?

� US Government
I Defense
I Homeland Security
I State
I Intelligence Community

� Commercial Industry

� National Laboratories
� Universities

Professions in national security are very broad and
encompass all aspects of science and technology.

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE



Who Works in National Security?

� US Government
I Defense
I Homeland Security
I State
I Intelligence Community

� Commercial Industry
� National Laboratories

� Universities

Professions in national security are very broad and
encompass all aspects of science and technology.

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE



Who Works in National Security?

� US Government
I Defense
I Homeland Security
I State
I Intelligence Community

� Commercial Industry
� National Laboratories
� Universities

Professions in national security are very broad and
encompass all aspects of science and technology.

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE



Who Works in National Security?

� US Government
I Defense
I Homeland Security
I State
I Intelligence Community

� Commercial Industry
� National Laboratories
� Universities

Professions in national security are very broad and
encompass all aspects of science and technology.

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE



Outline

1 What is national security?

2 The Lavender Scare

3 The Slow Road to Acceptance
Clinton Administration
Obama Administration

4 Is National Security Right for You?

5 Conclusion

6 Bibliography

UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED RELEASE



McCarthyism and the LGBT Community

The Red Scare and the Lavender Scare began together.1

� The Lavender Scare was launched in
1950 when Sen. McCarthy claimed
there were 205 communists in the State
Department.

� Undersecretary of State John Peurifoy
said that the State Department had
“allowed” 91 homosexuals to resign.

� Multiple congressional investigations were launched to
discern the magnitude of the homosexual problem.

Linking homosexuality to communism declared LGBT
people to be a threat to national security.

1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lavender scare
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A Policy of Prejudice

In 1953 President Eisenhower issued Executive Order 10450.2

� Office of Personnel Management (OPM)
was charged with investigating federal
employees to determine whether they
posed security risks.

� “Any criminal, infamous, dishonest,
immoral, or notoriously disgraceful
conduct, habitual use of intoxicants to
excess, drug addiction, or sexual
perversion.”

Executive Order 10450 extended to all employees of the
federal government, notably the armed forces.

2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Executive Order 10450
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McCarthyism only lasts a few years.

� On December 2, 1954, the
Senate voted to censure
Senator McCarthy by a
vote of 67 to 22, making
him one of the few
senators ever to be
disciplined in this fashion

� McCarthy died in 1957, at
the age of 48.

When McCarthy was censured, the Red Scare
essentially ended.
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The Lavender Scare lived on.

� In 1957, Frank Kameny was dismissed from his position as an
astronomer in the U.S. Army’s Army Map Service. Took his case
all the way to the supreme court and lost.

� It was not until 1973 that a federal judge ruled that a person’s
sexual orientation alone could not be the sole reason for
termination from federal employment.

� In 1975 the United States Civil Service Commission announced
that they would consider applications by gays and lesbians on a
case-by-case basis.

� Homosexuality was still considered a primary reason to deny
security clearance.

“The so-called ‘Red Scare’ has been the main focus of most historians of that
period of time. A lesser-known element. . . and one that harmed far more

people was the witch-hunt McCarthy and others conducted against
homosexuals.”—Former U.S. Senator Alan K. Simpson
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Consequences of the Lavender Scare
Robert McNamara cited McCarthism as a contributing factor to
our involvement in the Vietnam War.3

� “There were no senior officials in the
Pentagon or State Department with
comparable knowledge of Southeast Asia.”

� “The irony of the gap was that it existed
largely because the top East Asian and
China experts in the State
Department. . . had been purged during the
McCarthy hysteria of the 1950s.”

� “Without men like these to provide
sophisticated, nuanced insights,
we—certainly I—badly misread China’s
objectives...We also totally underestimated
the nationalist aspect of Ho Chi Minh’s
movement.”

Sec. Defense
1961-1968

3
See bibliography.
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Clinton Administration: Some progress.4

� Aug. 2, 1995. Pres. Clinton signed Executive
Order 12968

� Expanded the ability of the government to review
financial holdings of employees with security
clearance.

� Anit-descrimination: “The United States
Government does not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability,
or sexual orientation in granting access to
classified information.”

� “no inference” about suitability for access to
classified information “may be raised solely on the
basis of the sexual orientation of the employee.”

� Security question changed from “Are you homosexual?” to “Can you be
blackmailed for any reason?”

Homosexuals “Out at Work” were no longer bared from
holding security clearance.

4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Executive Order 12968
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Clinton Administration: Some epic failures

� President Clinton took office in 1992
attempting to make good on his
campaign promise to remove the ban
on homosexuals in the military.

� This promise met high resistance
from the Congress and the Joint
Chiefs of the Armed Forces.

� December 21, 1993, President
Clinton issued Defense Directive
1304.26 (a.k.a. Don’t Ask Don’t Tell).

� A compromise policy they thought
would prevent witch hunts for
homosexuals in the military.

� They were wrong, witch hunts
intensified (Gates 2010).

The number of discharges due to DADT increased every
year until 2001.5

5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don’t ask, don’t tell
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The Obama Administration

Barack Obama had many accomplishments for LGBT Equality.6

Among Obama’s accomplishments, some directly benefited
nat’l security professionals.

� In May 2009, Obama tapped
John Berry to head OPM.

� In December 2010, Obama
signed the DADT Repeal Act.

� In June 2013, the supreme
court struct down Defense of
Marriage Act (DOMA).

� In Nov. 2015, Obama tapped
Eric Fanning to be Sec. Army

Never have so many successes been made in one
administration.

6
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/lgbt record.pdf
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The Lavender Scare has finally ended.

“Every single American – gay,
straight, lesbian, bisexual,
transgender – every single
American deserves to be
treated equally in the eyes of
the law and in the eyes of our
society. It’s a pretty simple
proposition.”

—President Barack Obama

There is today no sanctioned reason or legal ruling for
excluding LGBT Americans from careers in national security.
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A Career in National Security

A career in national security comes with a unique set of
challenges.

� Much of what we do is classified.
� We often work in secure environments (no Personal

Electronics allowed).
� There are necessarily restrictions on what you can say in

public or in private with your family.
� There are mandatory background investigations and

reporting requirements.
� There may not be opportunities to publish in unclassified

professional journals.

A career in national security comes with an understanding of
limitations placed on you by the government.
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A Career in National Security

A career in national security comes with a unique set of
benefits.

� We serve the nation.
� Opportunity to work on cutting edge science and

technology projects.
� A national security credential is very valuable.
� Achievements (although secret) are impactful.

Time after time, Sandians say the nature and quality of
the work is why they choose the laboratories.
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The Background Investigation

The background investigation is not something to be feared, but
there are a few things to keep in mind.

� You must tell the truth

I Robert Oppenheimer was the father of
the nuclear bomb.

I Lost his security clearance for lying to
investigators.

� Stop smoking pot.

I Marijuana is against federal law.
I Clearance will not even be submitted

within 12 months of smoking pot.

� Know where you have lived and who
you have lived with.

I You must know your place of residence
for the last 10 years.

I You must have a list of those you have
lived with.
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Conclusion

� Recognition for LGBT scientists and engineers in national
security has come a long way.

� A career in national security does come with unique
challenges.

� The opportunity to work on exciting science and
technology R&D that benefits the nation is worth it.

� A career in science and national security is rewarding and
impactful.

LGBT scientists and engineers continue to serve their country
in a multitude of science and technology fields that directly

benefit America’s national security.
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benefit America’s national security.
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Questions?
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