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The IAEA is the world’s most important forum for S&T 
cooperation in the peaceful use of nuclear technology

Established in 1957, following 
President Eisenhower’s “Atoms for 
Peace” speech at the United Nations

International treaty organization 
comprising 168 Member States



The IAEA is headquartered in Vienna, Austria

 ~2500 staff from >90 countries 
 Regional offices in Toronto; Tokyo
 Liaison offices in New York; Geneva
 Research laboratories in Seibersdorf, Austria; Monaco 
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162 MS out of 195 cos in the world.
As an independent international organization related to the United Nations system, the IAEA´s relationship with the UN is regulated by special agreement [pdf]. In terms of its Statute, the IAEA reports annually to the UN General Assembly and, when appropriate, to the Security Council regarding non-compliance by States with their safeguards obligations as well as on matters relating to international peace and security.



The IAEA’s work is build upon three pillars:

Science and Technology
Advise and provide training/services to Member States on 
nuclear energy, and nuclear/isotope techniques in water 
resources, human health, agriculture, etc.

Safety and Security
Assist Member States build capabilities and work to 
strengthen nuclear safety and security framework globally

Safeguards and Verification 
Implement safeguards to verify that nuclear material in Member 
States is used only for peaceful purposes by verifying 
correctness and completeness of nuclear declarations



IAEA Organization
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Los Alamos has pioneered a wide range of 
IAEA measurement tools in use today and 
continues to innovate with new technology

59th NDA Inspector 
Training Course, 2016

Every new IAEA inspector since 1980 
comes to Los Alamos for training

National Public Radio story

Los Alamos has been providing end-to-end support for 
50 years to meet the IAEA’s evolving safeguards needs 

Los Alamos encourages staff to take 
temporary assignments at the IAEA, 
primarily in the Safeguards Department



IAEA Employment Opportunities – Staff Positions

 No permanent appointments; jobs are typically 3-7 years
 Positions are categorized as P1 – P5, depending on education, experience
 Benefits are excellent, including school tuition assistance
 IAEA posts vacancy announcements on its website
 Candidate completes online profile and submits it to the IAEA
 IAEA electronically reviews the application
 Selected applications interview online, via video conference
 Process takes at least 6 months, and is often longer



IAEA Employment Opportunities: Junior Professional Officer (JPO)

 Opportunity to work at the IAEA in Vienna for up to 2 years
 Applicants must be U.S. citizens, 18-32 years old
 Requires an advanced university degree in relevant technical field
 Positions are funded by U.S. outside of regular IAEA budget
 Benefits mainly comparable to regular IAEA staff
 IAEA submits requests for safeguards positions to the International 

Safeguards Project Office (Brookhaven) and for non-safeguards 
positions to the IAEA Program Office (Argonne)

 Candidates submit application materials through one of these U.S. 
offices which serve as the interface to the IAEA for these positions

 Process can take at least 8 months, and is often longer



IAEA Employment Opportunities – Cost-Free Experts (CFE)

 CFEs have specialized skills not readily available among the IAEA 
professional staff

 Positions are funded by U.S. outside of regular IAEA budget
 Benefits mainly comparable to regular IAEA staff
 IAEA submits requests for safeguards positions to the International 

Safeguards Project Office (Brookhaven) and for non-safeguards 
positions to the IAEA Program Office (Argonne)

 Candidates submit application materials through one of these U.S. 
offices which serve as the interface to the IAEA for these positions

 Process can take at least 8 months, and is often longer



Information and tips for applying for IAEA positions can 
be found on IAEA and National Lab websites



 For information about IAEA vacancies and benefits, see 
www.iaea.org/about/employment

 ISPO website: www.bnl.gov/ispo/
Based at Brookhaven, the International Safeguards Project Office (ISPO) is 
responsible for the technical and administrative management of the U.S. 
Support Program to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
Safeguards Division 

 IAEA Program Office website: international.anl.gov
Based at Argonne, this office manages the U.S. interface to the non-
Safeguards IAEA support program 

 Talk with Los Alamos staff who have worked at the IAEA or currently 
engage in work with the IAEA

Resources
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ANL and BNL have a number of documents that are available to candidates.   Some of these are on the ISPO website and others are available upon request.

ISPO and ANL are both able and willing to provide guidance to applicants on the preparation of the IAEA’s application (the Personal History Form) and can review the completed PHF to ensure that it completely represents the candidate and addresses all points in the vacancy announcement.  We have also compiled questions asked by the IAEA in interviews and can distribute these to candidates preparing for interviews, and in some cases we have helped in the preparation by giving mock interviews.  

Also, the US Mission monitors the employment of US citizens at the IAEA.  The U.S. Mission to International Organizations in Vienna is a part of the U.S. Embassy in Vienna.  As mentioned in the beginning of this presentation, the US strongly encourages US employment at the IAEA and the US government currently feels that it is underrepresented at the IAEA.  The Mission cannot promote one US citizen over another, but it does identify the positions that it believes are important and can promote US candidates in general for the important positions.  The Ambassador and other Mission staff members routinely meet with IAEA personnel officers to discuss the placement of US citizens in IAEA positions.



Living in Vienna
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