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The 9.2 Upgrade – Focus and Direction

Goals

• Consistency

• Modernization

• Re-order Navigation

• Simplification

Concerns

• Fluid vs. Classic

• Customizations needed

• Learning curve for new 
Functionalities
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Decisions

• Classic pages that 
mimic Fluid

• Implement delivered 
Fluid as we understand 
it more



The 9.2 Upgrade – Tools Utilized

Freeform Stylesheets
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Branding Themes

Workcenters

Pagelet Wizard IWC Messaging

Fluid Structure

JavaScript

HTML5
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Pre-Upgrade Homepage
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Post-Upgrade Homepage
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Pre-Upgrade Timesheet Approvals
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Pre-Upgrade Timesheet Approvals
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Tip: DEFAULT_HEADER_TANGERINE_ALT
is very similar to the Fluid Header

Using Header branding tools, web 
development tools, and stylesheets, you 
can create a unique and customized 
header.
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Define Headers and Footers 
Navigation Path
PeopleTools > Portal > Branding > 
Define Headers and Footers

Web Dev tool of choice:

• Chrome Developer Tools

Tools: Headers
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The structure seen on the Headers 
Component corresponds directly to the 
HTML element structure that will be 
rendered in the DOM (Data Object Model)
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By Inspecting Elements within the DOM, you can identify which 
Stylesheets that PeopleTools is using to Stylize that specific 
element…

In this instance, the header background-color comes in the 
DEFAULT_THEME_TANGERINE stylesheet
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You can manipulate styles locally in your browser to experiment and 
develop.  

For example, here the background color of the header container 
has been changed.  You can take this CSS and apply in the 
PeopleTools stylesheet definition for it to permanently take effect.
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Developer tools allows you to manipulate the 
placement of elements and the DOM structure.
For Example, here we have placed the dropdown container below 
the main header.
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You can also add and remove elements that you would 
like in your header.
In this example, we have targeted the Search Box container and 
can manipulate as we please.  In this case, we removed the 
element from the DOM.
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No more search box
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Next, we would want to replicate this structure in the 
“Branding Header” page.  
In this example, we would change the order of the Header container 
and dropdown container, and delete the ptsearchbox item to 
achieve the same structure that we made in the browser.
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Header Quick-Tips
Changing the Logo

1) Manipulate the image in the delivered 
stylesheet or a custom one

2)  Add an icon attribute to the header 
element.  In this case, pthdr2logoswan.
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Header Quick-Tips
Changing the Logo

The Fluid Header is built using a subpage that is added into Fluid Pages.  The 
Logo for fluid pages is actually driven off of a Record Field on that subpage and 

the Label Image for that field.

Page: PTNUI_LP_HEADER
Record Field: PTNUI_LP_HEADER.PTNUI_LOGO
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Header Quick-Tips
Creating Icons

You can easily associate a header 
element with an icon instead of text.

2)  Add an icon attribute to the header 
element.  In this case, pthdr2logoswan.
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Header is now consistent!! 

But still a different experience…
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Header is now consistent!! 

How can we get users used to this side page concept???

Workcenters!!
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Workcenters give us a way to navigate, and include valuable information and 
resources in pagelets…While getting users familiar to the structure.



Self-Service: Navigation

Reorder Navigation into areas of 
Function:
• Time
• Pay
• Benefits
• Careers & Hiring
• Personal Info
• Teams, Worklist & Delegation
• Performance
• Compensation
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Navigation Collections to organize 
various content references into 
areas of Function at a higher level

Pagelet Wizard to give style

Pagelet Wizard 
to give style



Self-Service: Setting up Nav-Collections
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Identify menu items to group 
and have at it!

PeopleTools > Portal > Portal Utilities 
> Navigation Collections

Don’t forget icons! 



Self-Service: Styling with Pagelet Wizard
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PeopleTools > Portal > Pagelet Wizard

Tip: Step 2 data source is your newly 
created Nav-Collection



Self-Service: Styling with Pagelet Wizard
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PeopleTools > Portal > Pagelet Wizard

Tip: Step 4 select a Custom format.
Step 5 customize your format using XSL.



Self-Service: Styling with Pagelet Wizard
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XSL Example:

Used to style the pagelet XML.  

Can add Javascript to manipulate behavior

<x:template match="/NavCollection/Contents/NavItem" mode="column">
<x:param name="rowposition" />
<td valign="top" height="100%" style="background-color:#f0f0f0; border-

bottom:1px solid #bbb; position: relative;" class="SL_HOVER" onclick="for(var i = 0; i !== 
document.getElementsByClassName('SL_HOVER').length; i++)  
document.getElementsByClassName('SL_HOVER')[i].className='SL_HOVER'; 
this.className='SL_HOVER SL_ACTIVE';">

<x:attribute name="width"><x:value-of select="$colWidth" 
/></x:attribute>

<script type="text/javascript"> 
document.getElementsByClassName('SL_HOVER')[0].className='SL_HOVER SL_ACTIVE'; 
</script>



Self-Service: Workcenters
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Create new workcenter.  We 
decided to use an existing menu 
item that would be the “landing 
page” of each workcenter

PeopleTools > Portal > Workcenter > 
Manage Workcenter Pages



Self-Service: Workcenter Example
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Javascript controlling the class for the 
page you are currently on

Iframes (pagelets) in the workcenter are not 
aware of eachother.  Meaning, one pagelet is not 

aware of the main components events

However, custom pagelet that shows 
approval statistics, is not aware of changes 

on main approval page.
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IWC (Inter Window Communication) Messages create 
awareness between pages, pagelets, and other 
browser objects that share the same session.

In order for this to work, an IWC event must be created and 
you must have a Publisher (which creates the event and 
message) and a Subscriber (to consume the event and 

message).  Based on an OnChange or OnClick event at the 
field level, an IWC event can be configured to be triggered. 

Based on an OnChange or OnClick event at the field 
level, an IWC event can be configured to be triggered. 

Peopletools > Portal > Inter Window Communication
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Identify field that will trigger event. In this 
case, the date field.

Find HTML ID by inspecting DOM

Create publishing IWC Event Create suscribing IWC Event to consume



• Google Chrome Developer Tools

• Firefox Firebug

• IE Developer Tools
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Accessed easily by right-
clicking on any page 
element and selecting 
“Inspect Element”.

Easy way to identify:
• Page Field names

• Stylesheets being utilized
• HTML and CSS selectors to be used

Tools: Web Development Tools



• Google Chrome Developer Tools

• Firefox Firebug

• IE Developer Tools
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Accessed easily by right-
clicking on any page 
element and selecting 
“Inspect Element”.

Easy way to identify:
• Page Field names

• Stylesheets being utilized
• HTML and CSS selectors to be used

Tools: Web Development Tools
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Tools: Web Development Tools

Record Field ID for the 
Next Week Button

CSS Class for Date field

Stylesheets applied to the 
Next Week Button
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Tools: Web Development Tools

Below are some ways to target 
Fields or other elements on the 

page to select in CSS.

CSS Selectors:

[id=“DERIVED_TL_WEEK_NEXT_WK_BTN”]
OR

# DERIVED_TL_WEEK_NEXT_WK_BTN

ID 
Selector

[class=“PSHYPERLINK”]
OR

.PSHYPERLINK

Class 
Selector

a
HTML Tag 

Selector
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Tools: Web Development Tools

a#DERIVED_TL_WEEK_NEXT_WK_BTN {  
background-color: green;
border-color: green;

}
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Tools: Stylesheets

a#DERIVED_TL_WEEK_NEXT_WK_BTN {  
background-color: green;
border-color: green;

}

Create a new freeform stylesheet 
in PeopleTools

Add your new CSS

Two ways for new code to take effect

Insert Sub-Stylesheet into an 
existing Stylesheet

Add freeform stylesheet to specific 
components in Component 

Branding
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Tools: Stylesheets
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Tools: Stylesheets
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Tools: Component Branding



So now navigation is aggregated, 
everything is stylized, and we have 
consistency across the application…so 
now how do we make our homepage?
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Classic components can be 
but into the Fluid Structure 
and Content to make them 
accessible as a tile.

You can create as many 
homepages, with as many tiles 

as you like.

Tools: Managing Homepages



In Structure and Content, if we go to Fluid 
Objects, there are two main Folders that 
house the Fluid Content References.
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Fluid Homepages has just that… 
The homepages that are accessible 
to employees.  Each homepage has 
its own security.  You can create 
new ones, or manipulate existing 
ones here.

Fluid Pages has all of the 
components, whether Fluid or 
Classic, that can be accessed 

from a Fluid Homepage

Tools: Managing Homepages



Classic components must be in the Fluid 
Pages folder to be accessible as a Fluid Tile!!
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Tools: Managing Fluid Homepages

In each Fluid Homepage, the NUI 
tab allows you to select which items 
will be available as tiles, and to 
default desired behavior.



Navbar content is also maintained in the 
same manner as Fluid Homepages.
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The Navbar can also be 
customized using CSS…but 
then again pretty much 
anything can.

Tools: Managing Fluid Navbar
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Next Steps

Below are some projects that 
we are currently, or will be 
working on to enhance the 
experience.

• Upgrade to 8.55

• Redevelop custom classic Components into Fluid Components

• Update the Header to have Tile objects more easily accessible



A
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