
All material in this presentation comes from SAND2014‐1920P (in the Legacy System)

SAND2015-7721C



Regarding this caution, Taleb, to his credit, remarks that we magnify certain black 
swans because we can visualize them, to the detriment of rationale thinking and other 
black swans that are harder to visualize. As he says, “After a Black Swan, such as 
9/11, people expect it to recur when in fact the odds of that happening have arguably 
been lowered. “ This relates to Kahneman and Tversky’s work. Moreover, perhaps 
we are unintentionally making things worse…  Perhaps we are magnifying the risk 
of an attack on a nuclear target
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Note that the testing infrastructure and data collection system have to be carefully 
designed and operated to be simple and reliable so that test data from sensors are not 
thrown into question.
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