
n �Evapotranspirative (ET) cover 
= physical barrier that isolates 
the disposal areas from:

       >  Human and animal intrusion
       >  �Precipitation infiltration/

percolation
n �500 - foot thick, dry unsaturated 

(vadose) zone barrier between 
disposal areas and regional 
groundwater aquifer

n �Inspection & maintenance of ET 
cover to ensure performance

n �Monitoring of vadose zone to 
protect regional groundwater
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3 Monitoring Networks = 
Early Detection

1)   ��Soil moisture beneath ET cover &     
disposal areas

2)   �Soil-vapor monitoring from 40 to 
400 feet (17 sampling ports)

3)   �Groundwater monitoring of 
uppermost part of regional aquifer
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