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The NIF ignition target employs a capsule with a 
graded-doped ablator – either CH+Ge or Be+Cu.





(**now begins April 2009)

(**now begins 

Aug 2009)

**

**

Ablation Rate Tuning

Ignition campaign experiments will be used to 
empirically tune key aspects of the target design.



The streaked radiograph technique has been chosen as the 
way to determine ablator mass remaining at peak velocity.
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Cross-slit streaked high energy radiography 
of converging Be shell at Omega.
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This technique has been tested in a series of Omega experiments.
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Illustration of the Omega experiment
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The HXRI-5 is designed to fit in a NIF DIM.

For convergent ablation measurements, 
HXRI-5 diagnostic will be in DIM (90,315).

















X-ray streak camera 
with CCD

~ 3x1015 w/cm2 ZBL pulse
(streak is of a static capsule)




