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What s a RCRA cohtingency plan?

The plaxi sets out an organized, planned, and codr—
dinated course of action to-be followed to minimize
hazards to human health or the environment from fires;

explosions, or unplanned sudden or non-sudden re- .
leases of hazardous waste or hazardous waste c‘onstitu-v :

ents. ’

‘Who must prepare a RCRA contmgency
plan?

" Contingency plans must be prepared and imple-
mented by owners and operators of interim status and

permitted hazardc_ms 'waste treatment, storage, and dis-

posal facilities.

’ When must the contmgency plan be
submitted to the regulatory agency"

o Thc conunggncy plan must be submitted to the -
. EPA Regional Administrator or authorized state with

' the Part B permit application (40 CFR 264.53).
What should a contingency plan cdntain?

The plan must describe actions taken to comply

with and implement the plan (40 CFR 264. 51) The
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- plan must show that emergency" procedures will be:
implemented immediately whenever an emergency -

occurs at the facility. If a facility already has in place

~ a Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasures

(SPCCO) Plan in accordance with 40 CFR 112, or Part

11510 of Chapter V, or other emergency of contingency

plan, amendments to that plan may fulfill these re-

_ quirements.

Does this mean that compliance with

- applicable DOE Orders that require an
emergency plan may satisfy the RCRA

contingency plan requirements?

- Yes. If amended as needed to meet the regu[auons

an emergency plan prepaxed according to DOE Orders

can fulﬁﬂ the RCRA contmgency plan requirements.

When are the provisions ofa contmgency
plan to be camed out? ‘ ‘

: .The provisions of a contingency plan must be car-
ried out immediately whenever there is a fire, explo-
sion, or release of hazardous waste or hazardous waste
constituents that could threaten human health or the
environment.
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Are any soeciﬂc oomponents ofa
contingency plan required by the
’ regulatlons"

Yes, the following five coniponexits have been
specified in the regulanons (40 CFR 264 52):

o Emelgency procedures facility personnel must
take in response to fires, cxplosmns or hazardous
waste releases,

Q A coordinated emergency services plan agreed to
by local police departments, fire departments, hos-

pitals, and state and local emergency response

teams;

QO A list of emergency coordinators that includes

names, addresses, and telephone numbers of all

persons qualified to act as emergency coordinators;
Q Alistof emergency equipment, including location,
physical descnptxon, and capabilities of each item
listed; and ,

C] An evacuation plan for the safe egress of faclhty
personnel.

Are any specific emergency procedures
required by the regulatlons"

Yes, and these procedures must be discussed in the

contingency plan. The eight emergency procedures to,

be implemented when a fire, explosion, or hazardous
waste release occurs are defined in 40 CFR 264.56.

These procedures include activation of internal alarms -
or communication systems, notification of appropriate

state or local agencies, assessment of hazards to human
health and the envtronment and repomng require-
ments.

To whom must copies of the contmgency ‘

plan be distributed?

In addition to mainta'ining a copy (or.copies) of the »

contingéncy plan at the facility, copies must be sub-
mitted to local police departments, fire departments,
hospitals, and state and local emergency response

teams that may provide emergency services to the

facility (40 CFR 264.53). Even if a DOE facility will

be providing its own responders, the contingency plan

still should be sent to appropriate authorities in the
local community in case of an off-site release or major
emergency that requires their assistance. Individual
‘copies of the contingency plan should be numbered. A
facility should maintain a log identifying each copy
and its location.

Under what circumstances should a
contingency plan be amended?

A contingency plan must be rewewcd and imme-
diately amended whenever:

"D the facility permit is revised;

‘Q the plan fails in an emergency;

O the facility design, construction, operation, main-
tenance, or other circumstances change to increase
the potential for fires, explosions, or releases of

- hazardous wastes or hazardous waste constituents,
or change the response necessary in an emergency;

‘0O emergency coordinators are changed; or

U emergency equipment changes.

For permitted faciliﬁes, changes to the plan gener-
ally will be handled as Class I or I permit modifica-

" tions (40 CFR 27042, Appendix 1, A.6).

For interim status facilities, changes to the plan
should be sent to the agency reviewing the Part B
permit. application as they are made. Submitting
changes after the Part B permit is iSsued would trigger.
the permit modification procedures noted above.

Who is responsible for committing

“resources needed to carry out a

contingency plan?

Each facility must have an emergency coordinator
responsible for implementing and coordinating all
emergency response measures (40 CFR 264.55). Atall

- times, an emergency coordinator must be either on-site

or on call (i.e., available to respond to an emergency
by reaching the facility in a short period of time). The
emergency coordinator must be thoroughly familiar
with all aspects of the contingency plan, all operations
and activities, location and characteristics of waste
handled, location of all records, and facility layout.

Questions requiring policy decisions will

. not be deaqit with in EH-231 Information
Briefs unless that policy aiready has been
esfablished through appropriafe
documentation. Please refer any
questions concerning the subject material -
covered in this Information Brief to Jean
Schumann, RCRA/CERCLA Dlvislon
EH-231, Frs 896-7769.




DISCLAIMER

This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored
by an agency of the United States Government. Neither the
United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor any
of their employees, make any warranty, express or implied,
or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the
accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information,
apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that
its use would not infringe privately owned rights. Reference
herein to any specific commercial product, process, or
service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or
otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply its
endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the United
States Government or any agency thereof. The views and
opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily
state or reflect those of the United States Government or -
any agency thereof.
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