Final Report
50th Annual Maize Genetics Conference

The 50th Annual Maize Genetics Conference was held February 27 - March 2, 2008 at
the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, D.C. As the golden anniversary of the
Conference and coinciding with the release of a draft of the maize genome sequence,
this was a special meeting. To publicize this unique occasion, meeting organizers hosted
a press conference, which was attended by members of the press representing science
and non-science publications, and an evening reception at the Smithsonian National
Museum of Natural History, where the draft sequence was announced and awards were
presented to Dr. Mary Clutter and Senator Kit Bond to thank them for their outstanding
contributions to maize genetics and genomics research. As usual, the Conference
provided an invigorating forum for exchange of recent research results in many areas of
maize genetics, e.g., cytogenetics, development, molecular genetics, transposable
element biology, biochemical genetics, and genomics. Results were shared via both oral
and poster presentations. Invited talks were given by four distinguished geneticists:
Vicki Chandler, University of Arizona; John Doebley, University of Wisconsin; Susan
Wessler, University of Georgia; and Richard Wilson, Washington University. There were
46 short talks and 241 poster presentations.

Proceedings of the meeting are available as follows:

* Abstracts from the meeting are available at MaizeGDB (http://www.maizegdb.org).

* A meeting report written by Virginia Walbot was published in Genome Biology
(Walbot V, 2008. Maize genome in motion. Genome Biology 9:303).

* A report of the meeting was published in Science (Pennisi, E. 2008. Corn Genomics
Pops Wide Open. Science 319: 1333.)

* A follow-up focus article on Ed Buckler's research, which was featured at the
meeting, appeared in Science (Pennisi, E. 2008. Edward Buckler Profile: Romping
Through Maize Diversity. Science 322: 40-41).

The Conference was attended by over 500 participants. This included a large number of
first-time participants in the meeting and an increasingly visible presence by individuals
from underrepresented groups. Although we do not have concrete counts, there seem to
be more African American, African and Hispanic/Latino attendees coming to the meeting
than in years past. In addition, this meeting attracted many participants from outside the
U.S.

Student participation continues to be hallmark of the spirit of free exchange and
cooperation characteristic of the maize genetics community. With the generous support
provided by DOE, USDA NSF, and corporate/private donors, organizers were able to
defray lodging and meal costs for 133 graduate and undergraduate students and 66
postdocs (Tables 1 and 2).
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Cinvestav Campus
Guanajuato

JeanPhilippe VielleCalzada

Armenia, Ann Roselle

Michigan State University

Ning Jiang

Barazesh, Solmaz

Pennsylvania State
University

Paula McSteen

Beckham, Katherine

Florida State University
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Davis, James Florida State University Hank Bass

Dick, Regina TU Muenchen LS Genetik M. Frey

Diehl, Christopher Virginia Tech Asim Esen
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Cornell University
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Penn State University
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Kump, Kristen NCSU Crop Science Jim Holland

Langewisch, Tiffany
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Swedish University of
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University of Missouri

Georgia Davis
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Cornell University
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University of Missouri

Kathleen Newton

Lu, Fang

University of Georgia
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UC Berkeley
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Ma, Yi Pennsylvania State David Braun
University
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Univ. of lllinois
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University of Florida
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Edward S. Buckler

Phillips, Kimberly

The Pennsylvania State
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Spangler, Lindsay Penn State University Dawn Luthe
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Cornell University
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Tang, Zhonghui

State Key Lab of Crop
Genetic Improvement
Huazhon

Yonglian Zheng

Topp, Christopher

University of Georgia

R Kelly Dawe

Von Behrens, Inga

ZMBP

Frank Hochholdinger

Walsh, Ellie Cornell University Rebecca Nelson
Weeks, Becky lowa State University Erik Vollbrecht
Wiltz, Benisha University of Missouri Karen Cone

Wolfgruber, Thomas

University of Hawaii at
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Woodward, John

Cornell University
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Wu, Xianting Pennsylvania State Paula C. McSteen
university

Wu, Yusheng South Dakota State Zeno Wicks Il
University

Yang, Junyun Department of Plant Marcelo Carena

Science NDSU

Yang, Lixing University of Georgia Jeff Bennetzen
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Table 2. Postdoctoral fellows supported

Name

Institution

Arteaga-Vazquez, Mario

University of Arizona

Baker, Robert

Pennsylvania State University

Baucom, Regina

University of Georgia

Bolduc, Nathalie

UC Berkeley PGEC

Bommert, Peter

Cold Spring Harbor

Burnette, James

University of Georgia

Candela Anton, Hector

PGEC UCBerkeley

Chung, Taijoon

University of Wisconsin

Conrad, Liza

Univeristy of California Davis

Costa, Liliana

University of Oxford UK

Danilova, Tatiana

University of Missouri

De Sousa, Sylvia

University of Florida

Deblasio, Stacy

Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory

Deewatthanawong, Prasit

Boyce Thompson institute

Dorantes-Acosta, Ana

University of Arizona

Ersoz, Elhan

Cornell University

Gallavotti, Andrea

University of California San Diego

Gao, Dongying

Michigan State University

Gardiner, Jack

University of Arizona

Glaubitz, Jeff

University of Wisconsin

Golubovskaya, Inna

UC Berkeley

Gustin, Jeffery

University of Florida

Han, Fangpu

University of MissouriColumbia

Hancock, Charles Nathan

University of Georgia

Hawkins, Jennifer

University of Georgia

Holloway, Beth

DupontPioneer

Humphries, John

University of California San Diego
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Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory
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Boyce Thompson Institute

Khan, Sadaf UC Berkeley
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Li, Jiansheng China Agricultural University
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Luo, Anding University of wyoming

Majeran, Wojciech

Cornell University
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University of Georgia
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Sidorenko, Lyudmila University of Arizona
Singh, Manijit IRD France

Skibbe, David Stanford University
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Penn State University
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Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory
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University of Florida
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Cornell University
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Vasudevan, Srividya

University of California Berkeley
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UC Berkeley
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University of Arizona
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Cold Spring Harbor Lab
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UCSD
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Penn State University

Yao, Hong

University of Missouri

Yao, Qin

University of Georgia

Zhang, Lifang

Cold Spring Harbor Lab

Zhang, Nengyi

Cornell University




