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Abstract:  The PI in this project Alexander Katz, UC Berkeley (askatz@berkeley.edu), in conjunction with the Kokes Awards subcommittee and conference organizing committee, used DOE grant DE-FG-02-08ER15993 to partially offset costs of attending the 21st North American Catalysis Society in San Francisco, California, for 30 graduate students from the United States (details are provided in the report below).  
Kokes Awards for the 21st NAM Meeting (San Francisco, CA, 2009)

Objective of Proposal

The biennial North American Catalysis Society (NACS) Meetings are the premiere conferences in the area of catalysis, surface science, and reaction engineering. The 21st meeting was held the week of June 7-12, 2009 in San Francisco, CA. 

The objective of the Meetings is to bring together the maximum number of academic, industrial, and governmental practitioners of catalysis, surface science, and reaction engineering intensive scientific exchange and discussions concerning technological issues in catalysis and state-of-the-art research. The Meetings are designed to maximize positive and productive interactions through oral presentations, poster presentations, and opportunities for networking and informal discussions.

The objective of the Richard J. Kokes Travel Award program of NACS is to encourage graduate students to attend and participate meaningfully in this conference. The NACS has traditionally sought to encourage graduate student participation at the National Meetings, and providing financial support is the most effective means to do so. Student attendance contributes significantly to their scientific training and communication/presentation skills. They would be exposed to many leading researchers from the US and abroad; they would meet their peers from other universities; they would learn about cutting-edge results that could benefit their research projects; and they may become interested in becoming active participants in the catalysis community. These young investigators represent the next generation of scientists and engineers, and their proper training will lead to future scientific breakthroughs and technological innovations that benefit the US society and economy.

Summary of Activities
The Pacific Coast Catalysis Society hosted the 21st NAM.  Among the conference participants and exhibitors were 101 graduate student winners of Kokes travel awards. 
Financial support for the Kokes Awards was provided by DOE, NSF, and other organizations, which helped offset some of the associated costs (specifically, registration fee, hotel accommodations, and transportation). Graduate students eligible for these merit-based Awards were those who studied at a North American university and who presented at the Meeting. 30 Awards ($850/award) were ultimately funded by DOE and went to students in the United States.

In all, the Richard J. Kokes Student Travel Awards Committee (Alexander Katz, Susannah Scott) successfully secured moneys from 4 sources, for a final total of $85,400 (Table 1). This was a 26.6% increase over the previous NAM meeting.

Table 1. Level of Funding for Kokes Awards at the Last 2 NAM Meetings

	Funding Source
	20th NAM Meeting (Houston, 2007)
	21st NAM Meeting

(San Francisco, 2009)

	NACS
	$30,000
	$30,000

	NSF
	$20,000
	$20,400

	DOE
	$5,000
	$25,000

	Subtotal
	$55,000
	$75,400

	Local Organizing Committee
	$12,430
	$10,611.67

	Total
	$67,430
	$86,611.67



The final number of students who received a travel award was 101 (Table 2). More students were chosen as awardees (an increase of 13% over the previous NAM meeting), and each received an average award of approximately $858 (an increase of 13% over the previous NAM meeting).

Table 2. Kokes Awardees (and SWCS Awardeesa) at the Last 2 NAM Meetings

	Students from…
	20th NAM Meeting (Houston, 2007)
	20th NAM Meeting

(San Francisco, 2009)

	US Universities
	70
	92

	Canadian Universities
	5
	3

	Mexican Universities
	10
	6

	Subtotal
	85
	101

	Non-North American Universitiesa
	4
	0

	Total
	89
	101

	Average Travel Award per Student
	~$758
	~$858



Several comments bear mentioning here, with details given in the subsequent sections:

1.
The final list and total number of Awardees deviated from the original set of Awardees, due to no-shows and cancellations.

2.
The Committee allocated NSF and DOE funds only to students from US universities.

3.
The Committee allocated NACS funds only to students from US, Canadian, and Mexican universities.
Details of Funding and Award Amounts

The Richard J. Kokes Student Travel Awards have historically relied on funds from the NACS board and industrial funds. Industrial corporations have generally responded to donation requests of specific function and for general funds, but it is not possible to continue such support at previous levels anymore. The Kokes Award Committee of two was successful in securing funds from NACS, NSF and DOE (Table 1).  Funds from DOE (BES, Raul Miranda) were obtained through the normal unsolicited grant proposal mechanism. DOE funds required a short proposal to be submitted.  The DOE proposal was non-overhead-bearing and was submitted to the Office of Science, Basic Energy Sciences Catalysis, and particularly to program officer Raul Miranda.  The Pacific Coast Catalysis Society was able to contribute $10.6K to the Travel Awards from its highly successful fundraising campaign.


It was decided that each Award was to include a prepaid amount of $473.55 per student for a 5-night stay at the conference hotel in a shared double room, as well as a cash reimbursement of early student registration cost ($250) and a travel stipend ($124 per student residing outside the Bay area).  The travel stipend was reduced to $80 for Bay area attendees who had to commute.  There was no “waiver” of registration fees for Kokes awardees. This was a point of some minor confusion at the outset, namely, whether the Kokes awardees would have their registration fees waived. They were not waived, and correspond to most (more than 80%) of the NACS contribution to the Kokes fund.  The responsibility of paying for registration and travel was the students’; however, unlike at the previous Houston NAM meeting, the hotel cost was pre-paid for the students at the government per diem rate at the conference hotel. This housing was anticipated to be cheaper than what students would otherwise be able to find on their own.  

There was a requirement that the Kokes awardees contribute some time to the running of the conference (e.g., speaker support).  The Kokes jobs are listed in a letter sent to awardees just before the conference.  The Sunday and Monday mandatory meetings were used to assign Kokes awardees to volunteer jobs.  There was an issue with people not arriving before the start of the meeting and therefore not being available for the briefing or the early duties. The Monday morning meeting alleviated most of this problem.  The Thursday meeting was used to disburse cash reimbursements to awardees.


There was also a requirement for Kokes awardees to be present during the entire meeting as an initial condition of eligibility.  A handful (fewer than five) of students had trouble because of other commitments (international travel, weddings, graduations). The Kokes chairs were notified of the absence a priori and had to approve it.   


Some students made requests to choose their own lodgings; these were not considered reimbursable.  A Kokes awardee who was breast-feeding her infant requested and was granted her own room.  Some students also wanted to choose their own roommates and some wanted opposite-sex roommates. Some students wanted no roommate. These requests were accommodated where possible but not where they would have incurred additional expenses to the Kokes fund. In the future, roommate requests should be solicited earlier with a deadline.

There was some grumbling about the amount of the award (largely from faculty advisors) because it was not large enough to cover all travel expenses. Making larger awards would have entailed supporting fewer students. We did not think this was desirable or necessary for most North American participants, who could count on additional support from their advisors. 

Cash reimbursements were distributed to students at the conference hotel in person on the Thursday morning of the conference, along with banquet tickets (these were donated by meeting attendees who were themselves unable to attend the banquet). The timing of the reimbursement ensured that the awardees actually attended the conference. 

Initial Selection of Travel Awardees

Travel Award applications were made available online at the meeting web site. The text of the application is shown as follows:
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The Committee received over 145 applications, making Awards to 70% of applicants. The application deadline was November 15, 2008, though late applications were accepted from a few students who had problems with the online system.  There were a large number of award applications that were initiated but not completed. In a small number of cases, students were unaware that their applications were not complete; we made allowances for these students to complete them after the deadline. In the future, it would be desirable to have a way to inform applicants of incomplete applications.  First priority was given to all students chosen for oral presentation regardless of any other criteria.  Additional criteria (not listed on the application form) were that each research group could receive a maximum of 2 Awards for poster presenters. Each applicant was informed of receiving or not receiving an Award via email soon after oral presentations were selected by the session organizers. Postdoctoral and undergraduate researchers were not eligible, nor were students from non-North American universities. 
There were two cases in which a student with a Kokes award declined his award (e.g., the student graduated before the meeting and was therefore ineligible, or had a last-minute unavoidable conflict). The student’s advisor then felt 'entitled' to a Kokes award for his group and asked for the award to be reassigned to another of his students. In retrospect, this was perhaps not the fairest way to reassign the awards, but we did not have another mechanism to spend funds that would be unused due to cancellations.  Future organizers should give some thought to a mechanism consistent with the philosophy that the Kokes awards are strictly for students, not for research groups.

Most disbursement of funds was in the form of cash reimbursement at the conference site.  All DOE funds were transferred directly to the Conference Treasurer.  

Final List of Travel Awardees
Table 3. Final List of Kokes and SWCS Travel Award Recipients.
	FirstName
	LastName
	Advisor
	University

	Joshua G.
	Abbott*,†
	Craig E Barnes
	University of Tennessee

	Masoud
	Almarri*,†
	Chunshan Song
	Pennsylvania State University

	Peter H.
	Aurora*,†
	Levi T. Thompson
	University of Michigan

	Kevin
	Bakhmutsky*,†
	Raymond J. Gorte
	University of Pennsylvania

	Ritubarna
	Banerjee*,†
	Peter Crozier
	Arizona State University

	Divesh
	Bhatia*,†
	Vemuri Balakotaiah
	University of Houston

	Elizabeth J.
	Biddinger*,†
	Umit S. Ozkan
	Ohio State University

	Fred
	Bidrawn*,†
	Raymond J. Gorte
	University of Pennsylvania

	Daniel
	Bilbao*,†
	Jochen Lauterbach
	University of Delaware

	Kyle M.
	Brunner*,†
	William C. Hecker
	Brigham Young University

	Torren R.
	Carlson*,†
	George W. Huber
	University of Massachusetts

	John R.
	Carpenter*,†
	Dr. Mark E. Davis
	California Institute of Technology

	María L.
	Carreon*,†
	Jaime Espino Valencia
	Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolás de Hidalgo

	Ya-Huei (Cathy)
	Chin*
	Prof. Enrique Iglesia
	University of California

	Phillip
	Christopher*,†
	Suljo Linic
	University of Michigan

	Basak
	Cinlar*,†
	Brent H. Shanks
	Iowa State University

	Zeferino
	Contreras
	Alfredo Guevara
	Universidad Autónoma del Estado de Hidalgo

	Elizabeth
	D'Addio*,†
	Jochen Lauterbach
	University of Delaware

	Andrew
	DeLaRiva*,†
	Abhaya Datye
	University of New Mexico

	Chinmay A.
	Deshmane*,†
	Asst. Prof. Moises Carreon
	University of Louisville

	Vencon
	Easterling*,†
	Dr. Mark Crocker
	University of Kentucky

	Gloria A.
	Emberger*,†
	Linda J. Broadbelt
	Northwestern University

	Obiefune K.
	Ezekoye*,†
	Xiaoqing Pan
	University of Michigan

	Jing
	Fang†
	Bala Subramaniam
	University of Kansas

	Theresa
	Feltes†
	John Regalbuto
	University of Illinois at Chicago

	Peter A.
	Ferrin†
	Manos Mavrikakis
	University of Wisconsin-Madison

	Thomas I.
	Gilbert†
	Johannes Schwank
	University of Michigan

	Omar
	Gonzalez-Garcia
	Luis Cedeño-Caero
	Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico

	Rajamani
	Gounder*
	Enrique Iglesia
	University of California Berkeley

	Mayank
	Gupta††
	Dr. James J. Spivey
	Louisiana State University

	Felipe
	Guzman††
	Dr Steven SC Chuang
	University of Akron

	Karl
	Hammond††
	Scott Auerbach
	University of Massachusetts Amherst

	Danielle A.
	Hansgen††
	Dionisios G. Vlachos
	University of Delaware

	Clay M.
	Horiuchi††
	J. Will Medlin
	University of Colorado at Boulder

	Wenbin
	Hu††
	Arvind Varma
	Purdue University

	Nilay G.
	Inoglu††
	John R. Kitchin
	Carnegie Mellon University

	Verónica M.
	Irurzun††
	Daniel E. Resasco
	University of Oklahoma

	Jelena
	Jelic††
	Randall J. Meyer
	University of Illinois at Chicago

	Eseoghene
	Jeroro††
	John M. Vohs
	University of Pennsylvania

	Michael B.
	Katz*,†
	Xiaoqing Pan
	University of Michigan

	Alan
	Kleiman-Shwarsctein††
	Eric W. McFarland
	University of California Santa Barbara

	Ashok
	Kumar††
	Dr. Michael P. Harold
	University of Houston

	Edward L.
	Kunkes††
	James A. Dumesic
	University of Wisconsin Madison

	Nandita
	Lakshminarayanan††
	Dr. Umit S. Ozkan
	The Ohio State University

	Siris
	Laursen††
	Suljo Linic
	University of Michigan

	Yu
	Lei††
	Randall Meyer
	University of Illinois at Chicago

	Nan
	Li††
	Lisa D. Pfefferle
	Yale University

	Sean S.-Y.
	Lin††
	Su Y. Ha
	Washington State University

	Kun
	Liu
	Flora T.T. Ng
	University of Waterloo

	Lilia Y.
	Lizama
	Dr. Tatiana Klimova Berestneva
	Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México

	Rodrigo Javier
	Lobo-Lapidus††
	Bruce C. Gates
	University of Californa, Davis

	William W.
	Lonergan††
	Jingguang G. Chen
	University of Delaware

	Matthew
	Lundwall††
	D. Wayne Goodman
	Texas A & M University

	Oscar G.
	Marin Flores††
	Su Ha
	Washington State University

	Stephen
	Marshall††
	Will Medlin
	University of Colorado at Boulder

	Michael N.
	Missaghi††
	Harold H. Kung
	Northwestern University

	Mogotu M.
	Mogaka††
	John Falconer
	University of Colorado, Boulder

	Julie E.
	Molinari††
	Israel E. Wachs
	Lehigh University

	Naeimeh J.
	Naghashkar
	Dr. Robert E. Hayes
	University of Alberta

	Hari
	Nair††
	Chelsey D. Baertsch
	Purdue University

	Isao
	Ogino††
	Bruce C. Gates
	Univeristy of California, Davis

	Hakan
	Olcay††
	George Huber
	University of Massachusetts

	Socorro
	Oros-Ruiz
	Edgar Moctezuma Velázquez
	Centro de Investigacion y Estudios de Posgrado, Universidad Autonoma de San Luis Potosi

	Sean M.
	Oxford††
	Harold H. Kung
	Northwestern University

	Eric W.
	Ping
	Christopher W. Jones
	Georgia Institute of Technology

	Craig
	Plaisance
	Matthew Neurock
	University of Virginia

	McKenzie C.
	Primerano
	Marco Castaldi
	Columbia University

	Jayakiran
	Rebelli
	Christopher T Williams
	University of South Carolina

	Michael
	Salciccioli
	Dion G. Vlachos
	University of Delaware

	Dana J.
	Sauter
	Peter C. Stair
	Northwestern University

	Robert
	Savinelli
	Susannah L. Scott
	University of California

	Josh A.
	Schaidle
	Levi T. Thompson
	University of Michigan

	Amanda
	Simson
	Marco Castaldi
	Columbia University

	Nishant K.
	Sinha
	Matthew Neurock
	University of Virginia

	Surapas
	Sitthisa
	Daniel E. Resasco
	University of Oklahoma

	Daniel A.
	Slanac
	Dr. Keith Johnston
	The University of Texas at Austin

	Andrew
	Smeltz
	Fabio H. Ribeiro
	Purdue University

	Rahul D.
	Solunke
	Goetz Veser
	University of Pittsburgh; National Energy Technology Laboratory

	Hua
	Song
	Umit S. Ozkan
	Ohio State University

	Nikolaos
	Soultanidis
	Michael S. Wong
	Rice University

	S. Michael
	Stewart
	Susannah L. Scott
	University of California Santa Barbara

	Alan L.
	Stottlemyer
	Jingguang G. Chen
	University of Delaware

	Ramanathan
	Sundararaman
	Dr. Chunshan Song
	Pennsylvania State University

	Wei
	Tang
	Eric McFarland
	University of California Santa Barbara

	Mariane
	Trepanier
	Dr. Ajai.K.Dalai
	University of Saskatchewan

	Alper
	Uzun
	Bruce C. Gates
	University of California, Davis

	Diego
	Valencia
	Tatiana Klimova
	Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México

	Ioannis
	Valsamakis
	Maria Flytzani-Stephanopoulos
	Tufts University

	Tushar P.
	Vispute
	George W. Huber
	University of Massachusetts, Amherst

	HangYao
	Wang
	William F. Schneider
	University of Notre Dame

	Xiaoming
	Wang
	Gary L. Haller
	Yale University

	Staci
	Wegener
	Peter C. Stair
	Northwestern University

	Brian M.
	Weiss*
	Enrique Iglesia
	University of California Berkeley

	Lu Zhang
	Whaley
	Götz Veser
	University of Pittsburgh

	Victoria M. L.
	Whiffen
	Dr. Kevin Smith
	University of British Columbia

	Wilce Damion
	Williams
	W. Nicholas Delgass
	Purdue University

	Yuanzhou
	Xi
	Robert J. Davis
	University of Virginia

	Nan
	Yi
	Maria Flytzani-Stephanopoulos
	Tufts University

	Yanping
	Zhai
	Maria Flytzani-Stephanopoulos
	Tufts University

	Xiaolin
	Zheng
	Dr. Gregory S. Yablonsky
	Washington University in St. Louis

	Codruta M.
	Zoican - Loebick
	Lisa D. Pfefferle
	Yale University


*Denotes student who received a $330 reimbursement check from UCSB covered by NSF Grant 

†Denotes student who had room (at least partially) covered under NSF Grant

††Denotes student who had room, travel reimbursement, and registration (at least partially) covered by DOE Grant.
During Conference Notes:

There was a requirement that the Kokes awardees contribute some time to the running of the conference (e.g., speaker support).  The Kokes jobs are listed in a letter sent to awardees below.  The Sunday and Monday mandatory meetings were used to assign Kokes awardees to volunteer jobs.  There was an issue with people not arriving before the start of the meeting and therefore not being available for the briefing or the early duties. The Monday morning meeting alleviated most of this.  The Thursday meeting was used to disburse cash reimbursements to awardees.

There was also a requirement for Kokes awardees to be present during the entire meeting as an initial condition of eligibility.  A handful (fewer than five) of students had trouble because of other commitments (international travel, weddings, graduations), and Kokes chairs were notified of the absence a priori and had to OK it.   

Letter sent to Awardees prior to conference:

Registration Confirmation

21st North American Catalysis Society Meeting

June 7-12, 2009
San Francisco, CA
www.21nam.org
First Name Last Name
Dear First Name,

Congratulations on your being selected to be a KOKES award recipient for the 21st North American Catalysis Society meeting.  We look forward to welcoming you to San Francisco, CA beginning on June 7, 2009.   More than 1000 of the world's leading scientists, chemists and engineers will gather at the 21st NAM to focus on original research and advancements in the broad use of catalysts in the petroleum, chemical, pharmaceutical, energy and environmental industries. 
Your registration to attend has been processed and we are pleased to inform you that your housing accommodations have been secured at the Hyatt Regency San Francisco.  Your roommate has been assigned and a confirmation letter will be emailed to you in the next few weeks.  
The closing reception and dinner is held on Thursday, June 11th at 6pm.  In the past, conference attendees have donated their banquet ticket to allow for KOKES winners to attend complimentary.  During the general meeting, you will be asked if you would like to attend the closing banquet should a ticket become available. If so, a ticket will be reserved for you and you shall be notified.  In the past, we have been able to accommodate all KOKES winners.
All KOKES winners need to be present for one mandatory general meeting. This meeting will discuss key items while at the conference and your reimbursements.  Please email Jennifer Whiting with the date you will be able to attend BY NO LATER THAN END OF THIS WEEK.  Please try to attend the earlier meeting if at all possible to avoid crowding.  
· Sunday, June 7th at 1:30pm in the Grand C Ballroom  

· Monday, June 8th at 7:00am in the Bay view Room  

In addition, a closing meeting on Thursday, June 11th at 7:00am in the Bay view Room requires presence of all KOKES winners in order to receive their reimbursement and to pick up their banquet dinner ticket if attending.

We especially need volunteers early on Sunday and during the welcoming reception:  please help us out if you can.  Each KOKES winner is required to be available to volunteer time during the conference to work a registration or poster session shift.  Below are the available shifts which we will need assistance from you.  Please review this list and reply via email to Jennifer Whiting  to which shift/s you are able to cover no later than Wednesday, May 27th at 5pm EST.  
Registration support – 4 people per shift:  Market Street Foyer
Sunday and Monday

· Volunteers will assist with closing banquet  table ticket distribution and registration

· 2pm-6pm on Sunday 

· 2pm-4pm 

· 4pm-6pm 

· 7am – 4pm on Monday 

· 7am-9am 

· 9am-11am 

· 11am-1pm 

· 1pm-3pm 

· 3pm-5pm 

Opening Reception - 6:30pm 

· Volunteers needed to assist with greeting all guests to the opening reception
· Volunteers will be able to stay for the reception

· 6 Volunteers needed 
Poster Sessions: 5:30pm - 8pm  

· Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday evenings 

· 4 people each evening – 2 shifts

· 5pm-7pm  – assist with questions/directions

· 7pm-9pm  – assist with clearing boards/next days numbers
We look forward to seeing you in June!

Sincerely, 

Alex and Susannah

KOKES Chairpersons

Questions and Comments:

Jennifer Whiting
21st NAM Logistics Manager

Meeting Solutions Inc

jennifer@meetingsolutionsinc.com
General Information

Please find listed below some general information as it pertains to the 21st North American Catalysis Meeting.  

Meeting Location:

Hyatt Regency San Francisco
5 Embarcadero Center
San Francisco, California, USA 94111
www.sanfranciscoregency.hyatt.com 
About San Francisco:
For general information about San Francisco, it is recommended to check the following websites:

Official San Francisco Website:  http://www.sfgov.org/
Most current agenda:

www.21nam.org
Letter Sent to Awardees Immediately Prior to Conference Detailing Meetings:

First Name Last Name
Dear First Name,

The 21st NAM is rapidly approaching and we wanted to finalize a few things for you regarding your time in San Francisco.  

Thank you for your email reply to Jennifer regarding your meeting and volunteer dates and times.   We did our best to accommodate all of your requests and appreciate your flexibility.  Below you will find your name with your mandatory meeting date and shift assignment.  Please note the keys locations and report to person for your shift below.
Mandatory Meetings:

Sunday, June 7th at 1:30pm in the Grand Ballroom C 

Monday, June 8th at 7:00am in the Bay view Room

Thursday, June 11th at 7:00am in the Bay view Room

Registration Support:  Markey Street Foyer
REPORT to Kelly Morehead at the Registration Counters for your assignment at the scheduled time listed

Sunday’s Opening Reception:   San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (MOMA)

6:30pm -10:00pm  

REPORT to Kelly Morehead at the Registration Counters at 6:15pm and group will walk to the MOMA

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday Poster Sessions:   Pacific Concourse
5:30pm - 8:00pm

REPORT to Kelly Morehead at the Registration Counters at 5:15pm

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me directly via email at jennifer@meetingsolutionsinc.com
Safe travels and we look forward to seeing you in a few days!

Sincerely, 

Alex, Susannah and Jennifer
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