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Executive Summary:

The Forest Preserve District of DuPage County, Illinois Board of Commissioners approved a
Policy initiative stating that, “The District achieve a 100% utilization of alternative fuels by
replacing the existing 161 vehicles with applicable technology within the next ten year cycle of
replacement and seek funding of all related alternative fuel infrastructure costs including fueling
stations, engineering, contract management, and educational training.” This policy statement for
the District defined the commitment toward alternative fuels.

In September of 2009, the District received grant funding from the US Department of Energy’s
Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy to design and construct alternative fuel
storage tanks and dispensers for E-85 and Bio-Diesel. The grant funding was used for this
purpose and in August of 2013 the alternative fuel site at the District’s Blackwell Forest Preserve
Maintenance Complex was completed. With the completion of this site, the Forest Preserve
District of DuPage County has Illinois’ only two fuel sites with four different alternative fuels —
E85, B20, CNG, and LPG.

The USDOE grant was a 50% cost-share grant in which the District shared in all costs associated
with the project. The project was completed as originally planned with no variations. The grant
funding provided the necessary subcontractors for the project to include an environmental
engineering consultant, structural engineering consultant, and construction contractor. The
alternative fuel sites of the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County are shared with other local
governmental agencies through written intergovernmental agreements. This allows other
agencies to expand their own alternative fuel programs without the upfront cost of the associated
infrastructure.

The completion of the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County’s alternative fuel site funded
by the USDOE grant helped to improve the District’s alternative fuel infrastructure by making
E85 and Bio-Diesel fuel available to the western half of the County. This station will promote
our alternative fuel program and provide strong intergovernmental cooperation. In addition, the
site reduces the District’s dependency on foreign oil, while promoting the use of clean burning,
domestically produced, renewable alternative fuels.



