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Workshop on Nuclear Power Growth and Nonproliferation 

Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington, DC 
April 21, 2010 

Prospectus 

It is widely viewed that an expansion of nuclear power would have positive energy, 

economic and environmental benefits for the world. However, there are concerns about 

the economic competitiveness, safety and proliferation and terrorism risks of nuclear 

power. The prospects for a dramatic growth in nuclear power will depend on the ability 

of governments and industry to address these concerns, including the effectiveness of, 

and the resources devoted to, plans to develop and implement technologies and 

approaches that strengthen nonproliferation, nuclear materials accountability and nuclear 

security. 

In his Prague speech, President Obama stated: "we should build a new framework for 

civil nuclear cooperation, including an international fuel bank, so that countries can 

access peaceful power without increasing the risks of proliferation. That must be the right 

of every nation that renounces nuclear weapons, especially developing countries 

embarking on peaceful programs. And no approach will succeed if it's based on the denial 

of rights to nations that play by the rules. We must harness the power of nuclear energy 

on behalf of our efforts to combat climate change, and to advance peace opportunity for 

all people." 



How can the President's vision, which will rekindle a vigorous public debate over the 

future of nuclear power and its relation to proliferation, be realized? What critical issues 

will frame the reemerging debate? What policies must be put into place to address these 

issues? Will US policy be marked more by continuity or change? To address these and 

other questions, the Los Alamos National Laboratory in cooperation with the Woodrow 

Wilson International Center for Scholars will host a workshop on the future of nuclear 

power and nonproliferation. 


