
IILI_

_ ,_,o IIIIl_..20Illll"....t.i.,2

Illll.1.8

IIIll_UIllgIILlla





.ii

DOE/METC/C-93/7 094

The DOE NEPA Process

Authors:

Suellen A. Van Ooteghem

Conference Title:

Coal-Fired Power Systems 93 -- Advances in IGCC and PFBC
Review Meeting

Conference Location:

Morgantown, West Virginia

Conference Dates:

June 28-30, 1993

Conference Sponsor:
Morgantown Energy Technology Center



DISCLAIMER

This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an agency of the
United States Government. Neither the United States Government nor any
agency thereof, nor any of their employees makes any warranty, express or
implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy,
completeness or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process
disclo_d, or represents that its use would not infringe privately owned rights.
Reference herein to any specific commercial product, process, or service by trade
name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise, does not necessarily constitute or

imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the United States
Government or any agency thereof. The views and opinions of authors
expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the United States
Govemment or any agency thereof.

This report has been reproduced directly from the best available copy.

Available to DOE and DOE contractors from the Office of Scientific and

Technical Information, P.O. Box 62, Oak Ridge, TN 37831; prices available
from (615)576-8401, FTS 626-8401.

Available to the public from the National Technical Information Service, U.S.
Department of Commerce, 5285 Port Royal Rd., Springfield, VA 22161.
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Pl8 The DOE NEPA Process

Suellen A. Van Ooteghem

Morgantown Energy Technology Center

OBJECTIVES • The NEPA process must be completed and

a decision favorable to the proposed project

The National Environmental Policy Act must be supported by the NEPA analysis
(NEPA) declares that Federal agencies shall before that proposed project can fully

have a general co:runitment to "use ali prac- expend Federal funds.
ticable means" to conduct their activities in a

way that will pro,note "the general welfare • Activities that cannot proceed until the

where man mad nat:_re can exist ha productive NEPA analysis and decision-making
harmony." Within these general guidelines, the process is completed are those that:

rammer in which NEPA requirements are imple-

mented may be somewhat different and unique 1. Result in an adverse enviromnental

from one FederM agency to the next. hnpact (such as destroying the habitat

of the spotted owl before considerhag

A brief overview hadicating the types of the potential consequences of such ata
NEPA documents that are produced by the action) mad/or

Department of Energy (DOE) in complimace

with NEPA is shown in the figure. This figure 2. Lhnit the choice of rea.sonable alter-
indicates that the level of NEPA documentation natives (such as destroying an axcheo-

requhed for may given project is graded and logical site before analysis of the

dependent on that project's size, complexity, and potential losses that might result).
potential consequences to healfla and the human

enviromnent. More complex projects with Based on the current experience at the

potentially greater enviromnental impacts require Morgantown Energy Technology Center
a much more in-depth analysis to ensure that (METC), the level of NEPA documentation

these potential consequences can be managed required for the preponderance of all METC

and/or mitigated, so that the proposed project projects is a Categorical Exclusion (CX).

can proceed in compliance with NEPA.

A CX normally requires less than 2 months
It is hnportant to keep ha mind the fol- to complete. A certain number of more complex

lowing points when conducting any project that projects will, however, require Environmental
involves Federal land, Federal monies, or Assessments (expected to take from between

Federal permits: 8 months to more than 2 years to complete), and

a few projects with the potential for complex

• Under these conditions (involvement of enviromnental consequences will require an even

Federal lands, use of Federal monies, or greater depth of analysis, with development of

requirement for Federal permits), some an Environmental Impact Statement (usually
level of NEPA analysis and documentation requiring more than 2 years to complete).

is required.





Guidelhms regardhag the NEPA decision- 2. Council on Enviromnental Quality-

making process mad development of NEPA Regulations for hnplementing NEPA
documentation can be obtained from DOE/ Requirements, 40 CFR Parts 1500-1508.

METC enviromnental persormel, and additional
information cml be obtained from the references. 3. Department of Energy, National Environ-

mental Policy Act; hnplementing Pro-
cedures and Guidelhms Revocation; Fhaal

REFERENCES Rules, 10 CPR 1021.

1. The National Environmental "Policy Act of

1969, as amended, Pub. L. 91-190,
42 U.S.C. 4321-4327, January 1, 1970 as

amended by Pub. L. 94-52, July 3, 1975,

and Pub. L. 94-83, August 9, 1975.
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