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DISCLAIMER

This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an agency of the United States
Government. Neither the United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor any of their
employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsi-
bility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any infurmation, apparatus, product, or
process disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately owned rights. Refer-
ence herein to any specific commercial product, process, or service by trade name, trademark,
manufacturer, or otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recom-
mendation, or favoring by the United States Government or any agency thereof. The views
and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the
United States Government or any agency thereof.
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Introduction

The Southern States Energy Board (SSEB) is an interstat. compact organization ihat
serves 16 states and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico with information and analysis in
energy and environmental matters. Technical support and services are offered in a variety
of areas, including renewable and alternative energy technologies; ¢ nergy conservation;
acid rain; utility regulation; clean coal technologies and technology transfer; oil and natural
gas supply; and solid, hazardous and radioactive materials management.

Nuclear waste management is a topic that has éarnered considerable attention in the
SSEB region in the last several years. Since 1985, SSEB has received support from the U.S.
Department of Energy for the regional analysis of high-level radioactive waste transpor-
tation issues. In the performance of its work in this area, SSEB formed the Advisory
Committee on High-Level Radioactive Materials Transportation, which comprises
representatives from affected states and tribes. SSEB meets with the committee semi-
annually to provide issue updates to members and to solicit their views on activities
affecting their respective states.

Among the waste transportation issues considered by SSEB and the committee are
shipment routing, the impacts of Monitored Retrievable Storage, state liability in the event
of an accident and emergency preparedness and response. This document addresses the
latter by identifying the major elements of southern state emergency preparedness and
response programs.

Purpose

Section 180 (c) of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act Amendments (NWPAA) of 1987
re?uires the U.S. Department of Energy to provide technical assistarce and funding to
affected tribal, state and local governments for training for safe routine transportation and
emer%enc response. Affected governments are jurisdictions with spent nuclear fuel or
high-level radioactive waste transported through their borders.

As the department develops its plans for implementation of Section 180 (c), infor-
mation on the current status of state emergency preparedness and response grograms is
needed. Therefore, under a cooperative agreement with DOE, SSEB compiled data, in
matrix form, concerning its member states” emergency programs. Among the program
components listed are dp an documentation, agency responsibilities, equipment, training,
technical response and medical support. Since Puerto Rico will not be atfected by trans-
portation under the NWPA and the amendments, information on the commonwealth’s
emergency preparedness and response program is excluded.

The information is not presented for evaluations of or comparis:.:is between and
among state programs and activities. Rather, the matrices are designec to provide DOE
with a snapshot view of the programs for reference as it begins to develop its assistance
strategy.



Each of SSEB’s member states maintains a plan for radiological emergency response.
Some are stand-alone documents, while others are set within a larger emergency opera-
tions plan. The states in which nuclear power plants operate maintain power plant-specific
response plans and procedures. Additionally, several states in the region have developed
or are in the process of developing plans for responding to radiological transportation
emergencies.

Much of the information or%anized in the matrices was initially gleaned from these
various state Flans by SSEB staff. SSEB then distributed copies of the matrices to the states
for review. The state representatives of the Advisory Committee and the radiological
health director in each state were provided the opportunity to verify or correct the
information. Verification of information was received from all states except Alabama.

Conclusion

As noted, the matrices provide, at a glance, fundamental information about radio-
lo%ical emergency response plans and processes in the southern states. While the focus of
SSEB’s current investigations in high-level radioactive waste are associated with
transportation, much of the data collected for this report were developed within the context
of nuclear power plant emergencies.

In all cases where transportation-specific plans are not in use, states have indicated
that they will implement their general radiological incident response procedures in the
event of an accident or release. There seems to be a trend in the southern region, however,
toward the development of state plans specifically for response to radiological transpor-
tation incidents. the shipment date gr NWPA spent fuel and high-level radioactive
waste approaches, transportation planning activities, including emergency response
planning, will continue as a priority within the region.
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