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UNITED STATES 
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

P. 0. BOX BB 

HAT0 REY, 2UERT.3 RICO 

November 12, 1969 

Wayne Bmge, krirturt t o  the Manager 
for Public Mucation, OR00 

FEATURE STORQSON PRlqc PROCRAWS 

Enclosed as  requested in your memorandum dated November 18, 
1969 are two copier of a feature story “Scientirtr from Many 
Nation8 Work at  Puerto Rico Nuclear Center”. 

Also enclosed is a l e t t e r  irom F .  E .  Rushford dated November 
6 ,  1969 tranamitting the feature story informing that PRNC 
wLLl submi t  a n o t h e r  f e a t u r e  s t o r y  d e a l i n g  w i t h  L a t i n  American 
sLucienLs s c u a y i a d  d C  ZLL. 
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’ ’4. P .  *an, Area Managor 
/Puerto co Area Office 

Enclosures : P f  
tis stated above 
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PUERTO RlCO NUCLEAR CENTER 

UNIVERSITY OF PUERTO RICO 
OPERATED BY 

COR 

U. S. ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 
- 

In your November 20, 1968 l e t t e r  t o  Dr. kmberg you requested that 
we prepare some feature stories on P€U?C for possible use in the A E C I - 8  
news feature page. 

Earlier i n  the year we sent flu one on FFCiC' s 'one-ship navy" 
(Frank Lowman's b r i n e  Biology program) and we now submit three copies 
of enother on the scientists f r o m  different countries who are  working -9 . c - e -  .-- m*gp"""',- - -+-&&pi=- 

Together w i t h  the story, we submit five (5) 8" x 10" photos, w i t h  
captions OLI the back. 
please l e t  us know, 88 we have the negatives. 

U the AlE requires mora pints of these -6 , -  

We have another f e a h r e  story i n  mind, dealing with Latin-American 



US .IEC P r e s s  Yeleasc 

SAN JUAN, P.R. -- Puerto Rico, located midway between North &id South 

America, i s  becoming a meeting ground f o r  the  cul tures  of those two grea t  

continents. 

- -. . Spanish prevails on this Caribbean island, which is a c o m u u p a l t h  
4 

associated with the United States,  but.English i s  a widely spoken second 

language 

The her to  Rico NucleagGenter o f f e r s  a good example of how the island 

Co&ss ion.  

The Nuclear Center engages i n  t r a i n i n g  and research i n  the peaceful 

uses of atomic energy i n  medizine, b io logy  and the  yh;-sical s c i c . r ~ s .  i t s  

staff of 300 includes 80 s c i e n t i s t s .  The Center is bilingual,  w i t h  most 

formal lec tures  given i n  Spanish. This has a t t r i c t e d  many s c i e n t i s t s  fror- 

Latin America, who complement the Puerto Rlcan, North Arndcm,  &opean and 

Asian s t a f f  members. 

During its f i r s t  decade, the Nuclear Center trained 1500 stubents; 

over 200 of these are foreign nationals from 18 different Latin h e r i c a n  

republics.  Most of the others  are native-born Puerto Ricans, who are U.S. 

citizens. 

Dr .  Henry J. Gomberg, an American physicis t  who d i r e c t s  the :enter, 

It says t h a t  Puerto Rico i s  idea l  as a t ra in ing  ground for  scient iscs  and 

i 



- c -  

and Radiobiology Division. I n  South Aie r i ca ' s  Acdesn regioc, where W. km; 

;;>c bC;rD, n e a r l y  t e n  rnilXon Ix5iaix are sdd ic t ed  t o  cocaire, x X c 5  thsy 

chew in t h e  form of coca leaves. These Andeans all suf fer  from malnutrition 

dce to protein deficiencies .  Mr. Rz~os  i s  s tudying  whether cocaine in s o w  

students who plan t o  continue t h e i r  careers  i n  the  developing nations of 

~c . . : t h  a?..! Ct::-ltr:ll .kTcTic:.. " 

"Here in %?:.to RL - , ' I  hs z q - 2 ,  ''..:? >yk-c. e : . : < s l k ~ ~  nc",-.rr. ?si.;i_;ment 

. . -  - 
22 i z a i n t e i n  hizh sr,an15_rZz. f i i ~ ' ~  x? ~ r e  51:~ sx2l sfi;:$~, 2r-i z t ~ r ?  e x c ; ? -  

of the cultural c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of our neighbors t o  the south so t h a t  a 

s tuden t  here can :mrk in an atnosphere t o  which he can l a t e r  r e l a t e .  On the  

other hand, sending a young man from a Latin American country t o  a huge, 

ultra-modern laboratory on t h e  U.S. mainlqd can sometimes be counter- 

productive. He msy become Frustrated when he returns home and f inds that 

he has to funct ion under comparatively modest conditions. Puerto Rico com- 

bines the condi t ions of modern s c i e n t i f i c  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  a developing area, 
- w e  

way helps, or alleviates, the undernourished cocahe addict'a hrmger. Ib 

is us- nuclear technology by l a b e h x  the cocaine wi th  r a d i o a c a v e  

carbon(Carbon 14) and t r a c i n g  ics el'r'ects i n  experimental n i c e .  A t  the 

Nuclear- Center, he'has access t o  equipment not always available i n  Latin 

America; at the same time, he is i n  a familiar atmosphere, since many of 

his c o ~ s g u e s ,  and most of the Center's technical  assistants, speak Spanish. 

I 

The Center's s c i e n t i f i c  staff presents e bouil labaisse  of c i t izenships  

and native tongues. 



A Puerto Rican doctor,  Sergio Irizarry Rivera, heads t h e  Clinical 

1'2 itoi;Qtc;c: !I ~licxtions I l i v i s i o n ,  z'llzh t e x h e s  Fhj-sicisns t o  use r a l i o -  

isotop?; for diaZ,,osis and therapy. Ancther P x r t o  Rican doctor, Victor  S. 

Ivlarcial, cjperilte; the Radiotherapy ar.3 Cancer Division. 

Dr, Ju l io  A. Gonzalo-Gonzilez, from Spain, d i r e c t s  t h e  Nuclear Science 

Division, whose s t a f f  inc ludes  two other  Spaniards, and a s c i e n t i s t  from 

Guyana. 

The Center's Hot Atom Chemistry project i s  headed by B r i t i s h  chemist 

Owen H. Yheeler, who is a s s i s t e d  by two Puerto Rican researcherr. Anather 

B r i t i s h  E)y?mist, Alec 'Grimison, works with a colleague from Argentine, 

Jos6 C a s t r i l l & ,  in t he  Radiation Chemistry project.  

In Physical Sciences, a Puerto Rican physicis t ,  Dr. Amador Cobas, 

d i r e c t s  t he  work of s c i e n t i s t s  from Argentina, Great B r i t a i n ,  Germany and 

Israel. 

I n  Agricultural Bio-Sciences, the program head i s  Francis K.S. Koo, 

from mainland China, who received his doctorate from the  University of 

Minnesota. Other s c i e n t i s t s  working xith hirn cone from America, Puerto 

R i m ,  India and the  B r i t i s h  West Indies. 

A Pcnrvian, Doctor Jorge Chiriboga, d i r e c t s  the Medical Sciences and 

Radiobiology Division, which has important research p r o j e c t s  headed by a 

Puerto Rican, 13r. J u l i o  I. Col6n; a Spaniard, D r .  Ramiro Martinez Si lva;  

and an American, Dr .  Lawrence S. Ritchie. 

4 

A Puerto =can engineer, Richard Brown Campos, supervises  the  opera- 

t i o n  of the Center's research reactors .  A Greek s c i e n t i s t ,  Dr .  Peter  A. 



Sil-ra Parrs, i s  i n  chars? of the In te rna t iona l  F x h i b i t s  ,??-ogrm, 7;hii.h 

collabora',.J.: -,.-;.*,?! t!..? y .  2 .  A.T:c?.- T ;,q.;.r;;gj z:.:::::; : 1 ::it s ''A:::,:. 1. ' 1  i '  
. . . r '  . .  

.. . 7 7  

e xh i b  i t s t h r ou s?,c ut i a t  1 n Fun;. r 1 r: a. 

An example of the Nuclear Center ' s  growing r o l e  as an i n t e r m t i o n a l  

meeting place was t h e  American Nuclear Society 's  Symposium on Radiation 

and Isotope Technology i n  L a t i n  American Development, held last Mzy i n  

San Juan, with the  Nuclear Center serving as host  i n s t a l l a t ion .  

Sc ien t i s t s  from all p a r t s  of North and South America, and SCRB from 

as f a r  away as Japan and I s r a e l ,  met fo r  t h ree  days t o  hear and discuss  

sixty di f fe ren t  technica l  papers. All t he  meetings had simultaneous 

Spanish-English t r i n s l a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .  The proceedings of t h i s  sys?o- 

sium are t o  be published i n  a b i - l ingual  volume. 
u llrc 'rh 

The F'uerto Rieo Nuclear Center i s  a l s o  making its presence felt b y  

b io logis t s  recent ly  completed a six-nonth to= cff the  i;kt?z-s of  ?--:l:y: 

as a preliminary environmental study f o r  a sea- level  Isthmian canal. An 

agr icu l ture  s p e c i a l i s t  has been i n  Guatemala, helping s c i e n t i s t s  there  

i n  a program t o  preserve f r u i t s  by rad ia t ion .  Another i s  i n  Thailand, 

applying techniques learned here i n  s t e r i l i z i n g  in sec t s  t ha t  cause 

investigate whethe: modern nuclear techniques m i g h t  be applied i n  

studying s o i l  conditions i n  the vast  Llanos pla ins  area.  
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