
The v i s i t i n g  c m i t t e e  t o  thc ;:cdicz=l Dcprtmcnt of the Erookhzv~r .  

Net ionol  L a b o r a t o r i e s  h e l d  i t a  onnuzl n:r;cting with t h e  3 t c f S  of  i h 3  r k d i c a l  

Depcr tmnt  on >lay 13 th  end 14th. P r e s e n t  were b c t o r s  Bradley,  T'norpe, 

Kunke l ,  Kendrew, Ross, P u r t h  and F r i e d e l f .  

p r i v i l e g e  of meeting wi th  D r .  C h m b e r l c i n  and D r .  Sweet, of t h e  Associated 

The c o m i t t e e  a180 hcd the 

Unive r s i t i e s .  ( D r .  S t o t z  u n f o r t u n z t e l y  w88 unable to  be prcserit  b e c a m e  

of i l l n e s s . )  The meeting followed t h e  gene ra l  fonnnt o f  e p e c i f i c  preeenta- 

tionrj be fo re  t h e  e n t i r e  group on t h e  f i r s t  day and i n d i v i d u a l  v i s i t s  t o  

l nbora to r i eo  by v a r i o u s  s e c t i o n o  of t h e  ccmmittee for more i n f o r m 1  and 

in t ima te  review. 

. The g e n e r a l  arrangement of t h e  meeting was s a t i s f a c t o r y  and on the  

whole r e f l e c t e d  improvement over  previouo meetings i n  t h a t  fewer t o p i c s  

were placed on t h e  agenda g i v i n g  b e c t e r  opportuni ty  f o r  amplifying t h e  

progreos and d i r e c t i o n  of s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s .  

Without reviewing t h e  n a t u r e  of each p reaen ta t ion  I t h i n k  it msy be 

s a i d  t h a t  t h e  committee was a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  a reasonable  survey of t h e  

e x t e n t  and n a t u r e  of the program. Although f u l l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of t h e  

research is n e c e s s a r i l y  incomplete the  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  provided a reasonable 

basis f o r  t h e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  of t h e  committee on t h e  d i r e c t i o n  and competence 

of t h e  programs. 

It Is important h e r e  t o  r e f e r  beck t o  t h e  a p e c i a l  r e p o r t  prepared 

in 1967 a f t e r  an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  meeting of t h e  medical v i s i t i n g  coaxnittee 

on June 20th in which t h e r e  waa s p e c i f i c  review of t h e  program and p o l i c i e s  

of t h e  Brookhaven Nat ional  Lnbora to r l e s  Medical Research Pr0Sir.m. Since 

t h i s  was a f u l l ' a c a l e  examination of tho  program and p o l i c i e s  which had 
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not bccn h e l d  €or  n n m b c r  of ycnro i t  V C G  very thorouzh and reflected 

i n  very  cku i r ab lo  faahion t h e  g e n e r a l  courcc and progrcm of t h e  f tmenrch 

P to Sr cs1. 

I b e l i e v e  t h e  r e p o r t  of June 20 th ,  3s i t  was w r i t t e n  then, is o t i i l  

a very firm platform f o r  any additional c o z t z x ~ ~ t s  and it may be onid t h e t  

t h e  r e p o r t  emphasizes many ensent in l  f e a t u r e s  which i nd ica t ed  unique and 

purpose fu l  developments and which nust be c l e a r l y  r e t a i n e d .  

We would be remise i n  our du ty ,  however, and less than candid,  if 

indeed we d i d  no t  po in t  out t h a t  t h e r e  were 8ome d i sconce r t ing  nspecte of 

the presen ta t ions .  

Although we i n d i c a t e d  above t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  format was q u i t e  

s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  r a i s e d  a number of queetione.  Soce were 

n o t  organized s k i l l f u l l y  enough to c l e z r l y  i n d i c a t e  t h e  gene ra l  t r ends  of 

the  s p e c i f i c  problems o r  t o  p i n p o i n t  o r  emphasize areas of new advances. 
d 

Others  were u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n  t h a t  they appeared to  p resen t  or t o  r e f l e c t  

. work t h s t  had been done i n  previoua y e a r s  and t h a t  progress  was extremely 

l i m i t e d  or nonexis tent .  The r e s o l v e  of some of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  n a t u r a l l y  

r ece ived  some sc ru t iny .  (The p r e s e n t a t i o n s  i n  q u e s t i o n  have been i d e n t i f i e d  

for t h e  Director.) 

The work in Parkinson'8 Diseaee perhaps is given special a t t e n t i o n  

8 ince" f t  3 e . a  now development and deserves  emphasis i n  t h a t ,  although it 

is n o t  s t r i c t l y  a long the  l i n e s  which might be expected frtm a Laboratory 

devoted p r i m a r i l y  t o  r a d i a t i o n  and its a t t e n d a n t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  it neve r the l e s s  

m y  culminate i n  new knowledge and a h i g h l y  a f f e c t i v e  and use fu l  a t t a c k  on 

Pnrkinoon's Disease. 
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E - , e r ~ i x  froii our  gene ra l  d i scccs ioc ;  and t e l i b e r a t i o n o  vza t!-.z c o x t t c t  

concern of kiproved i n t e r d i g i t a t i o n  w f c h ,  oi- bctter cpplication o f ,  t h c  

c u p x i o r  physical and t e c h n i c a l  c c z i p t a c e  i r h e r a n t  i n  the Gtructure  cnd 

f t c i l i t i e o  of Brookhnvcn Lcborator ien.  It was the f e e l i n g  of  any cezbe r s  

t h c t  t he  l a b o r a t o r y  should exznino a l l  necna o f  n n k i n g  more cohesive the  

m n y  unique f c c i l i t i c a  of t he  laborz tory .  The Impression, on t h e  cont ra ry ,  

w23 given  t h a t  i n  f a c t  t he re  W D D  i s o l a t i o n  r c t h c r  than  c l o s e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  

and t h a t  t h e  s p e c i a l  technique8 t h a t  m i z ? i t  be conjoined i n  such o Laboratory 

were not  c l e a r l y  i n  evidence. Again t h i a  b p r c o s i o n  may i n  p a r t  be due t o  

Lack of s k i l l  i n  p r e s e n t a t i o n  and if indeed t h i s  impact tind c o l l a b o r a t i o n  

e x i a t o  and is i n  p l ay ,  f u t u r e  p re sen ta t fone  would do well t o  err;ghaofze t h i a .  

The c m i t t e e  had some s p e c i f i c  reconmendations wi th  regard t o  the  

It was t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  j o i n t  exchange wi th  t h e  Conslittee on Biology. 

op in ion  of t h e  cononittee t h a t  c l o s e  con tac t  w i th  t h e  C o m i t t e e  on Biology 

was u s e f u l  and should be continued. 

i n o r d i n a t e  amount of t h e  l i m i t e d  t i m e ,  and it was suggeeted t h a t  subsequent 

meetings might be centered  around a j o i n t  luncheon, a l i g h t l y  extended, 60 

t h a t  t h i s  con t inu ing  exchange can proceed. 

A s p e c i a l  meeting perhaps r e q u i r e s  an 

The j o i n t  propoeal  for t h e  new bu i ld ing  program appears  t o  have token 

a d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n  than w a s  contemplated i n  previous years .  

aga in  urges  t h e t  a S u i t a b l e  a rea  be en tab l i shed  between t h e  Medical Department 

and t h e  Biology Department so t h a t  e f f e c t i v e  and meaningful cooperat ion can 

cont inue  t o  develop. 

t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  purpoae of the bu i ld ing  for  Pa lecu la r  Biology had been 

b lunted  or d ive r t ed .  

The con=nittee 

The proposed new cons t ruc t ion  tends t o  g ive  t h e  impression 

The propoaal  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  beds r a i s e d  ques t ions  which perhaps have 

not rece ived  t h e  f u l l e s t  examination and r e s o l u t i o n .  This  i s ,  i n  easence,  

1 1 2 ti -1 2 
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bclFore t h e  co-xnittec €or t h e  f i r s t  tim 2nd the  cozziiittci f e c l c  t k s t  a t  

t he  mzsn t  i t  ha3 n o t  dcvcloped a c;rcful ly  con;idercd position. 

As c t a t e d  i n  previous r e p o r t s ,  t h e  c m a i t t e e  cont inues t o  urge  that 

clo;e c o l l c b o r s t i o n  be vigorously pursued with the erierging Un ive r s i ty  a t  

Stonybrook. 

I n  r e c a p i t u l a t i o n ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  our c r i t i c a l  COn;r;Cnt8 need t o  be 

tenpelTed with the  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  we m y  indeed have unneccccoari ly  

emphasized them or  even exaggernted then  i n  o rde r  t o  make thcm obvicus.  

1 b e l i e v e  t h a t  g r e e t  c r e d i t  nust  be given to Brookhnven and i t a  ~daini3tra- 

t i v e  s t a f f  8nd o t r u c t u r e  f o r  holding toge the r  a group of d i v e r o e  c c i e n t i c t s  

who have pursued v igo rous ly  many i n p o r t a n t  r e sea rches  i n  t h e  p a a t  End whore 

ach ievezen t s  are s e c u r e  and conaiderable .  I th ink  it is important t o  

recognize t h a t  a v i s i t i n g  ccnmittee should avoid imponing w i t h  undue fo rce  

i t 8  own p a r t i c u l a r  views and ideas .  

development and p u r s u i t  muot somehow be permitted t o  f l o u r i s h .  

r e f e r  back t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  report of 1967 s i n c e  it had a unique o b j e c t i v e  i n  

the gene ra l  long range t r e n d s  and views and reexamination a year l a t e r  has  

The geniun of  i n d i v i d u a l  d i r e c t i o n ,  

I nu8t agoin 

n o t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  changed t h i r  pos i t i on .  

The comments made h e r e  deserve a t t e n t i o n  bu t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  a r e c t i f i c a -  

t i o n  of any of t h e  problems or a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  d i r e c t i o n  are long range and 

g radua l  and do n o t  r e p r e s e n t  proposals  f o r  abrupt  change. 

H. L. F r i e d e l l ,  Act ing Chairman 

V i s i t i n g  Commit tee 


