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The V i s i t i n g  Cormittee f o r  the Medical Department m e t  a t  the Brookhamn 
The membors prosent were Failla, 

The program for t he  two days, prepared by 
National Laborstory on June 6 and 7, 1955. 
Bastings, Horsfall, Morgan and Wearn. 
Dr. Farr, is enclosed herewith. 

a8 a whole and on the plans for  the  new hospital building and medical reactor, 
The Committee was great ly  pleased t o  hear that construction of these facil i ths 
has been approvd and that rapid progress 18 b i n $  made i n  tho p r e p r a t i o n  of 
designs and contract specifications,  

D r .  Haworth brought the Committee up t o  da te  on the s t a t u s  of tho Laboratory 

I L 'E; 
Matters of policy on s t a f f  appointments and tenure were preaonted by D r .  '& Haworth arid D r ,  Farr. The C o d t t o e  aonsiders the present procedures satiefaotory 

and adequate. 
appropriateness of providing tenure appointments for &. CronMte and Dr, Cotsias. 

mittos uent over the oomments made i n  last yoarts cannnittee report  and learned 
what aotioa had boon t a b n .  
been mado. 

I n  t h i s  connection tho Connnitteo wishes t o  c o m n d  the wisdom and 

In discussing the a f f a i r s  of the  Medical Department with Dr. Farr the Canr 

It is gratifying t o  report  that notable progress has 

A t  prosent them is  no pathologist i n  charge of this 

However, there is sti l l  

Therefore, only a few items mod bo montioned a t  thia time. 

Dlvision of Pathalogg. 
divisfon. 
and wil l  oxtend its a c t i v i t i e s  along experimental lines. 
need for experimniml pathologists, Tho quostion of a full Pledged pathologist 
t o  bo put i n  abarge of this divis ion aright bo loft in abeyance pencling the COW 

given t o  the needs f o r  a pathologist in view of the expected larger patient pop-  
l a t i o n  i n  t h e  new hospital. 

is pa&cularly f R b l e .  = M h e r  s t rengtbning  is needed but should tala place 
gradually. 

returned t o  Brookhaven a9 chiof of this divinion after his service i n  the Navy. 
The addition of Dr, Bond t o  tho staff insures greater a a t i v i t y  i n  radiobiology. 
The work i n  radiological physics should progress more rapidly with tho recent ad- 
d i t ion  of D r .  Wellor t o  the staff, 
ties f o r  the medical rcactor  ard tb new hospital building w i l l  t a b  up much of 
D r .  Stickloyts time f o r  the noxt p a r  or two, 
Uosimtry problem w i l l  be unduly robrded. 

Tho addition of D r .  CronMte t o  the staff will strengthen thi6 division 

c st ruct ion of tho new hospital .  Nevertheless, careful coRsideratiQn should bo 

Division of biolo . The appointment of D r ,  V. L. Hughes t o  this divisicn 

D u i o n  of Medic a1 & v u  . It is gratifying t o  f ind that Dr .  Robertson has 

However, the p l a m h g  of the laboratory facili- 

Therefore, the solution of Urgent 
It may be expected that the dermnds 
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on thc  two phlpsicists in t h i s  divis ion w i l l  increaso considerably even before the 
n e w  hospi ta l  i a  i n  operation. 
m o r e  physicists be added t o  t he  s t a f f  of t h i s  divis ion as  soon a s  possible. 

Accordingly, the C d t t o o  strongly rocomnonds that 

Relations with Board of Trustees and Deq&ncn t of Biology . The Committee 

Uao, c loser  contacts  and 
wj.shos t o  c a l l  a t ten t ion  again t o  tho d e s i r a b i l i t y  of closer contacts between the 
Visiting Committee and the  Board of Trustaos of Am. 
more intorchange of information should be promoted between the Departmnts of 
Medicine and Biology. 

It seems eminently desirable t o  encourage members of the  
staff t o  visit other i n s t i t u t i o n s  and t o  attend sc i en t i f i c  meetings i n  order t o  
keep abreast  of now developments not only i n  t h e i r  respective f i e l d s  of i n t e r e s t  
b u t  i n  modical ecienco i n  general. 
s o i e n t i s t s  should be encouraged. 
purposes be made available. 

Mucation T r e d ,  

Similarly, v i s i t s  t o  Brookhaven by outside 
The C d t t o e  roconmends that funds for  these 

C ians on Stafc,  According t o  presont practise senior medical investi-  

The Committee is  of tho opinion that t h i s  imposos t o o  great  a routino 
gator% it necessary t o  devote about 50% of t h e i r  t ine  t o  tho care of 
patients.  
burden on them and. materially roduces t h e i r  effectiveness as investigators.  
To improve the s i tua t ion  it is recommended that each senior investigator be as- 
signed a junior physician t o  whom he can delegate  much of the routine work re- 
quired i n  the normal care of hospi ta l  pat ients .  It may be woll, also, t o  make 
provisions fo r  the appointment of ono physician of the mature resident type, whose 
primD in te ros t  would be i n  a l l  pa t ien ts  i n  the hospi ta l  ra ther  than i n  research, 

Legal Matterg. It is not c l ea r  whether federal  or  s t a t e  laws apply t o  %he 
hospi ta l  at Brookhaven National Laboratory. 
t h e  operation of the hOSpft8l is subject to N o w  York State  laws, which are quite 
s t r f c t  a8 t o  l icensing of all physicians, e tc .  Legal advice should be sought t o  
e s t ab l i sh  the true s t a tus  of the  hospi ta l  as eoon as  possible, 

The Coxnittee i s  of the opinion tha t  

Mattere of policy as t o  the administration of radioactive isotopes t o  pa t ien ts  
should be discussod with the Division of Biology and Medicine of the AEC and a 
def in i t e  prouedure should be ostablished t o  avoid possible c r i t i c i sm and legal 
complications if anything should go wrong. 
ment of cancer it is often necessary t o  use doses approaching t h e  danger level ,  
the  Committee recommends that therapeutic procedures i n  this category or s tud ies  
involving the use of radioactive isotopes i n  quant i t iee  greater than t r ace r  doses 
be reviewed carefully and approved not  only by the  local s t a f f  but also by an OX- 

ternal advisory c o m i t t e e  of recognized experta. 

Realizing t ha t  i n  tho rad ia t ion  treat- 

Tho Committee fur ther  r e c o m n d s  t h a t  a statement of the Mad and amount of 
radioisotope administered t o  a pat ient ,  as well as  the reason therefor, be in= 
corporated i n  the patiant’s record i n  a l l  instances. 

arm 0 f servl ce and Meetiws of Vis i t ing  C o a  . The present Committee 
feela t ha t  a period of service longer than three years is highly desirable.  
one meting a year thoro is hardly time i n  throe years for a IPember t o  acquire the  
grasp of the problems of the  department required t o  serve the best i n t e r e s t s  of the  

With 
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Laboratory. 
for longer terms. 
oAonded t o  s i r  years, with om mOmber b l n g  replaced oech year. 

the  proposed expansion of the f a c i l i t i e s ,  program and s t a f f ,  if appear6 desirable 
t o  have two msotings of the Connoittee a year instead of one, 

Therefore, the C d t t o e  rocomncnds that fu ture  mombers bo appointed 
If the prosent number of six is retained the term might be 

In  view of tho many problem that are l ikoly t o  cone up in connection with 

In conclusion the Committee wishes t o  roport  that grat i fying progross has 
been made during the  last year i n  all divisions of the Medical Departnont, 
proapeot of the  now f a c i l i t i e s  has further strengthened the  morale of the e ta f f ,  
which was already high. 

The 

We are par t icu lar ly  appreciative of the t h e  given t o  us by Dr. Haworth and 
Dr. Farr  and the arrangemmts mado t o  Pac i l i t a to  our t r a v a l  and stay in Brookhaven. 

Yours sincerely, 

/a/ A, B. Hastinge 
F, L, Horsfall, Jr, 
R, H, Morgan 
J, T, Wearn 
G, Fa i l la ,  Chairman 


