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W R T  OF THE X!EDICAL DEPARTME?ll' VISITING COMITTEZ 
Brookhaven National Laboratory 

September 20 and 21, 1953. 

The Committee i s  very  much impressed by t h e  accomplishments 
achieved i n  the  past &$teen months, 
e f f e c t i v e  research along so  many l i r . es  seems to the Committee e x c c p  
t i ona l ly  cornendable. 
been created i n  the  ca re  and f o r  the comfort and rholesome mental 
a t t i t u d e  of the  pa t ien ts ,  inc luding  the chi ldren.  

To have SO quickly  organized 

Of equal i m p r t a n c e  i s  the etmosphero which has 

The C o m i t t e e  i s  glad to h s a r  that the re  v.611 soon be added 
t o  the S t a f f  trro individuals ;  one to take some o f  the adminis t ra t ive  
d e t a i l s  of the  Depertment, thus rc l cas ing  the Direc tor  to a g rea t e r  
degree f o r  h i s  i nves t iga t ive  ard c l i n i c a l  irork; the o the r  a phys ic i s t  to 
carry o u t  physical  measurements and r c&olog ic  tcchniqucs, ard a s s i s t  i n  
s tudy o f  the d i f f i c u l t  problem of dosimetry. 
recomerxiation(1) of the V i s i t i n g  Committee of a year  ago f o r  a Division 
of Radiological Physics i n  the  bIedical Department. 
t h e  appointrncnt of  this phys ic i s t  the i n i t i a t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s ,  irhich, i n  
t h e  course of t h e ,  may requi rc  the e s t a b l i s h c n t  o f  a Division f o r  t h e i r  
adequate expression. 

The Cornittee notes  the 

This Connittee sees i n  

The Committee wishes to a p h a s i z e  i t s  v i e w  th3.t the  development 
of the S t a f f  t o  d a t e  has been ca r r i ed  out with  outs tanding good judgment. 
It i s  q u i t e  a p p a r e ~ t  t h a t  each !".ember added i s  beir,T t cs tcd  before  ha is 
d v e n  increas ing  r e spons ib i l i t y ;  and the  result t o  d a t e  i s  admirable. 

11) - From the 1950 %port ;  
- - - - -  

"In vim of the spec ia l  physical  f a c i l i t i e s  ava i l ab le  a t  Brook- 
haven i t  may be expected that most of  t h e  experimental s tud ie s  m i l l  involve 
the use o f  rad ioac t ive  isotopes and/or i on iz ing  r ad iz t ions .  I n  the opinion 
of one of the  members o f  the  Committee, vho has had extensive experience i n  
this f i e l d ,  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  plains be made non f o r  a Division of Radio- 
l og ica l  Physics i n  the  l ied ica l  Department. 
by a wel l  trained man faml l i a r  w i t h  t he  s u b j e c t  and in t e re s t ed  i n  such pcob 
lens as other  d iv is ions  may undertake, i n  order  t h c t  a l l  aspcc ts  of a comon 
problem be Expert ly  cxplored and prosecuted. The same purpose cannot be ac- 
complishod by occasional consul ta t ions w i t h  members o f  t h s  Physics Department 
o r  o t h e r  ind iv idua ls  a t  Brookhaven -id10 a r e  preoccupicd with their oi-m prob- 
lems. Contacts rrith such persons w i l l  bc very valuable t o  be sure - and t h i s  
has been emphasized c l s m h c r e  i n  t h i s  report - bu t  they cannot take t h c  place 
of constant  co l lcbora t ion  i n  a l l  the research  a c t , i v i t i e s  of t he  Medical Dcpart-. 
ment. A t  the present  time no rndio logica l  p h y s i c i s t  with the  proper qua l i f i -  
ca t ions  i s  ava i lab le .  Therefore, the  on ly  th ing  t h z t  w n  be done i s  to  mko 
the necessary provisions in the  plans f o r  t h e  perrtqnent se tup  f o r  a Division 
o f  Radiological Physics, t o  be developed and s t a f f e d  a t  the  f i rs t  opportunity." 

This d i v i s i o n  should be hec.ded 
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The Committee recornends tkt as soon a s  the proper ind iv idua l  
cm be found by t h a  Director t ha t  an Ass i s t an t  to the  Direc tor  be appointed 
rrhose c l in ica l  a b i l i t y  i s  adequate t o  s h a m  the Direc tor ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  the  best care a d  t rea tment  of t h e  pa t i en t s ,  i nc lud ing  those being 
uscd i n  research.  This r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  B h e m y  one, and one t h a t  M n  
not  be s e t  a s i d e  f o r  a s i n g l e  day. 
8n adequate a s s i s t a n t  i n  this f i c l d  of his r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  

I t  i s  important  that the Director have 

The C o d t t e c  cormnends thc  Modical Dcpartncnt f o r  i t s  use Of 
short-lived i so topes  and t h e  nuc lea r  r cac to r  i n  ib i n v e s t i g a t i v e  program; 
and f o r  i t s  recogni t ion  t h z t  t h e  ava i lab i l i ty  o f  t hese  f a c i l i t i c s  a t  Brook- 
haven places  this Medical Department i n  3 unique pos i t i on  i n  medical 
research. 

The Corni t toe  noted ..:ith s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t ionsh ips  being 
developed i d t h  o t h e r  m c d i c d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  : 
Hospital ,  w i t h  thz  Xassachuset ts  Gcneral H o s p i t a l ,  and r i % h  medical schools  
permit t ing s tuden t s  t o  vork a t  Brookhaven du r ing  their c l e c ~ v e  pcriods,  
The C o m i t t e e  h o p s  that, in a d d i t i o n  t o  appointments on an annual basis, 
a cont inunt ion  o r  i n c r e a s e  of  less-thawa-year appointments can  be 
developed, thus zxtending the r m g e  of i i if luencc o f  this i r q n r t a n t  lab- 
oratory i n  medical educatioi? thmuyhout,  a t  l c z s t ,  the  n o r t b e a s t e r n  
areaof  t h e  United S t z t e s .  
nEnt i n  s e i z i n g  i t s  edu.ca t i o n a l  oppor tuni t ies  i s  gra t i fy ing .  

the arrangenefits v i t h  M E m o r i a l  

The i n t e r e s t  cxhibi tcd by the  Kcdical  Depart- 

The Corn5 t t e e  recomaends c o n s i d e n  t i o n  o f  2-day conf c-rences, 
one o r  more times ;? year, t o  vh ich  se lec ted  men -:rould be i n v i t c d  from 
widely d i s t r i b u t e d  l o c n l i  t i e s .  

To s e t  f o r t h  the  t n e  o f  0pcnii;gS and oppor tun i t i e s  avai lable  
from time t o  t ime i n  the  Mcdicel Department, t h e  C o m i t t m  recornends the  
preparc t ion  a d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  to u n i v e r s i t i z s  and h o s p i t a l s  o f  a brochure 
rh i ch  would give a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of pos i t ions  t o  bo h d d  €or ;I ycar 
o r  f o r  less tb2n a ;rear, i n d i c a t i n g  the f i n a n c i a l  316 housing 8pai>genents 
ava i l ab le  t o  the incumbents . 

It seems clear  t h a t  progrcss i n  clinicp.1 i n v c s t i g a t i o n  nust be 
Inportant prcccdcd and supplemented by adequate an ina l  cxpcrincnta  t ion.  

a n i n d  experinontat ion i s  i n  progress i n  the B v i s i o n s  o f  the Lkpartment. 
The present  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  housing and expx-irnenting on animals ~611 be 
inadequate f o r  the v a r i e t y  ard number o f  animals rrhich should be used i n  
t h e  very nea r  fu ture .  To delzjj. providing such un t i l  '&e ne:'i hospi*&l i s  
dcvelopsd 170uld be vory unfortunate .  The Cormittee recornends immdiate d- 
velopncnt of  s ign i f i c2 ,n t ly  incrcased f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  cz re  of ,  2nd cxpcri- 
ncn ta t ion  on, an ina ls ,  2nd 7;;ithout i v . i t i ng  f o r  tk dcvclopmcnt of the 
new ho s p i  tal. 

I n  s p i t e  of  t h e  most commendable devoloyjmcnt achieved ard being 
extended ir.  the present  s i t e  of t he  hospi ta l ,  never-th-less, the  sepnra- 
t i o n  of  t h e  h o s p i t a l  from t h e  nuc lcar  r eac to r  asld the  o the r  major 
Departments o f  the  Labomtory  i s  a q x v e  hmdicap. The Committee urgcs 
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t h a t  cons t ruc t ion  of a new hosp i t a l  c loso  t o  the  nuclenr reac tor  be 
s t a r t e d  and completed c t  the  e u l i c s t  possi52-e t i n e .  
be  c lose  to t h e  cei2ter o i  t he  La5oratGry l i f e  i n  general i s  of suprcne 
imporknce  i n  the  opinion of thc  Cormittee. 
i t s  predecessor  as  t o  thz sizc of  t h e  h o s p i t d  vrhich should be plannod.(2) 

b t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  

This Connittee agrees w i t h  

Your C o m i t t c c  f e e l s  tha t  very g r e a t  i m p r t a n c c  should be 
a t tached  to th3 influence of t h e  Kedical  Department a t  Brookhaven upon 
t h e  publ ic  a t t i f x d c  ard support  of  t h e  en t i r e  a tmLc  energy program, 
This i s  peace-work and h w n i t n r i a n  c f f o r t :  
come relezsc from thinking about -mr  2nd dss t ruc t ion .  Wc publ ic  qu ick ly  
recognizes  t h a t  here, of a l l  places,  n m  knof12dge and techniques a r i s i n g  
from t he  s t u d y  and use o f  etomic energy c a n  most qu ick ly  and cffcctively 
be appl ied  f o r  r e l i e f  of d i sease .  Thc public vi11 r ead i ly  recognize tht 
the f ' u l l e s t  use of  the  s h o r t - l i f o  isotopes can only be made i n  c loso  p r o s  
imity to t h e i r  source. 
i n  d i awos i s  and t r ea tnen t  i s  bc-ing s t u d i a  I s  profoundly imprcssive and 
promising. Obviously ve must guard a g a i n s t  h p k r i c a l  dcmnds f o r  pre- 
mature usc  o f  i m d e q u a t e l y  tes tcd  mcthods; 5 u t  tEs  can be done, ?,.nd yct 
inform an ever widening group 2s t o  t h e  gre2.t service bcing rendercd by thc  
Uedical  Department of  Brookhwen National Lsbomtory. 

i t  i s  f o r  the publ ic  a r d -  

The v i g o r  rAth  17hich the u s e  of shor t - l i fe  i so topes  

Colin M. IkcLcod 

/s/ J. Harold Austin J. %?mid Austin, 
C,il-. I; :man 

(2) - From t h e  1950 !?wort: 

f T h ~  h o s p i t d  should, me be l i cve ,  have a p p c ~ m t e l y  75 beds of 
rihich 15 should be kept f o r  t he  c2re  o f  employees an6 c s r t a i n  dependents 
and 60 beds should be assigned f o r  research." 


