
To: I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Review Board 

From: 

"Decompression Sickness Studies w i t h  
Radioactive Gases", I R B  No. 80-P-109, P. I .  Paul Meyer 

When t h i s  ongoing p r o j e c t  came up for annual renewal a t  the I R B  
meeting yesterday, I voted against  approval. You may r e c a l l  t h a t  when i t  
came before the I R B  about a year ago, I a lso  voted against  renewal. My 
reason then was explained i n  my June 7, 1988, memo t o  you. My reason now 
i s  t he  same. The issue t h a t  bothered me then has no t  yet been resolved. 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  requi res the  exc lus ive use o f  human subjects. As  a layman 
i n  t h i s  f i e l d  I am not  necessar i ly  a good judge o f  what's requi red and 
what i s n ' t ,  but  i f  the  in fo rmat ion  e x i s t s  i t  should be poss ib le  t o  
present i t  i n  a way t h a t  a layman understands. This has not  been done. 
Since the  experiment requi res i n h a l a t i o n  o f  rad ioac t i ve  gas, i t  seems t o  
me imperat ive t h a t  the  experimenters explore poss ib le  a1 te rna t ives  i n  an 
attempt t o  reduce or e l im ina te  the  r i s k  to  humans. 
information given t o  me so f a r ,  the  experimenters have not  made a serious 
attempt t o  do t h i s .  Hence my vote against  approval. 

B r i e f l y ,  as I explained a year ago, I am not  convinced t h a t  t h i s  
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