
-tF?~GONNE NATIONAL LABORATORY 

April 2 6 ,  1974 

3r .  James L. Liverman, Director  
Divis ion of Biomedical and  

Environmental Research 
USAEC Headquarters  
'i.2lsshington, D. C. 20545 

In accordance  wi th  your  TWX to Mr. Bauer of April 4 ,  1974 , concerning 
; ,ct tents injected with plutonium , our  r e s p o n s e  to t h e  Commission ins r ruc t ions  
x n t a i n e d  i n  the  TWX is as  follows. 

TWX i t e m  1. ANL compl ies  with and  wi l l  comply wi th  DHEW gu ide l ines  for 

In acco rdance  wi th  Dr. Tot te r ' s  l e t te r  
the Protection of Human s u b j e c t s  with r e s p e c t  to pa t ien ts  in jec ted  with plutonium 
(2nd in  all s tud ie s  o n  human s u b j e c t s ) .  
10 Dr. Duffield of May 1970,  s i n c e  late 1970 ANL h a s  maintained a n  Inst i tut ionaI  
,'iiview Committee for Research o n  Human Sub jec t s .  

This Committee r ev iews  annua l ly  the  a c t i v i t i e s  of the  Center  for h-uxan 
>.adiobiology, which h a s  b e e n  r e spons ib l e  for t h e  s t u d i e s  on pa t ien ts  in jec ted  
v;:th plutonium. A s  part  of its rev iew for 1973,  t h e  Committee n e t  o n  hlarci-i i . 4 ,  
197-1, and t h e  Committee Chairman i s s u e d ,  o n  April 8 ,  1974,  a n  opinior, t o  the 
;.enter for Human Radiobiology tha t  it should not  be involved in  inves t iga t ions  
:>: che body burden or excre ta  of plutonium pa t i en t s  " u n l e s s  the  pa t i en t s  1-1a-v~ 
2xer :  informed t h a t  t h e  examinat ion is to e s t a b l i s h  t h e  p re sence  or a b s e n c e  or 
.. -c, .. ,;dual r l 1  

-_ 

i ad ioac t iv i ty  stemming f rom the  plutonium tha t  t h e y  rece ived  a a n y  
: r ~ ~ z ~ S  350. It  

The Committee felt tha t  the  protocol for obtaining informed consen1 h n - 1  t rAL 
?-.,n_:urn cases a t  t h e  Center  was app l i cab le  to the  p lu tonium cases. 

TWX i t e m  2 .  P a s t ,  p resent  and future s t u d i e s  by ANL on the plutonium 
cases  have been  referred to the  Committee a s  part  of its normal procedure. I n  
order to comply wi th  t h i s  i t e m  spec i f i ca l ly ,  however ,  o n  April i o ,  Dr. Siric.lair, 
or, my behalf ,  reques ted  a report  on  th i s  s u 5 j e c t  from t h e  Human Use C O ~ ~ ~ ~ I C ~ C : .  . 
The Committee Chairman, Dr. Fry,  reported to m e  v ia  m e m o  on April i 5 ,  197.. 
This report reviewed the  Committees' a w a r e n e s s  oi ANL involvement ir, s tad les  
o n  pa t ien ts  containing r e s idua l  plutonium s i n c e  November 1973,  presenzed espies 

of al l  documents and cor respondence  on  the  s u b j e c t  which had been  s u p p i l e a  I,:> 
t he  Committee,  and included a copy of the  Committee's m e m o  of April 5 to  tPL? 

I g Q O O b W  0 South Cass Av n e, Argonne, Illinois 60439 Telephone 312-739-7711 * TWX 910-258-3285 * WUX i6 Arccnn;. I I I ! F ~ ~ K  



- 
Dr. james L .  Liverman 
Page 2 
April 2'6, 1974 

' . - .  c 
1 I .7 

Center  for Human Radiobiology. 
a s s o c i a t e d  with it were made ava i l ab le  , informally,  to Drs .  M a r k s  and Miazga 
during their  visit here  on April 1 0 .  
to m e ,  as requested in  the  TWX, s i n c e  April 15 and will be  formally transmitted 
to you, i f  you so des i r e .  

Copies  of the  report  and  all the  documents 

Copies  of the  report  have been ava i l ab le  

TWX item 3. Copies  of a l l  ava i l ab le  information lacking  however ,  pat ient  
identity by name i n  order to preserve the  privacy of medical  records , w e r e  
made ava i lab le  to  Drs .  Brooks and Harvey upon their  v i s i t  here  o n  April 8 and 9 , 
2nd to Drs .  Marks  and Miazga on  April 15 and 1 6 .  We as sume  tna t  t hese  visits 
a n d  the documents made ava i l ab le  to  them €or copy ,  s a t i s f i ed  th i s  i tem. 

TWX i t e m  4. This matter is s t i l l  under d i s c u s s i o n  with Dr.  M a r k s  at AEC. 
ANL phys ic ians  s tand  r eady  to coopera te  with AEC phys ic ians  i n  th i s  matter c s  
soon as  AEC is ready to  in i t ia te  ac t ion .  
by ANL phys ic ians .  

In the  meantime no ac t ion  wi i l  be  tokan 

TWX i t e m  5 .  Dr. Marks h a s  been  in  touch by te lephone and by vislz with 
ANL personnel ,  who a r e ,  of c o u r s e ,  wil l ing to  coopera te  fully ir: t he  objectives 
~ 3 f  th i s  s tudy with the  s ing le  reserva t ion  concerning the  privacy of medical  
records .  

Please be a s su red  of our i n t e re s t  and concern in  th i s  matter and do not 
hes i t a t e  to  contac t  u s  i f  w e  c a n  be of further a s s i s t a n c e .  

Sincerely,  

Robert G .  Sachs  
Director 

CC: Robert H. Bauer 
M. V. Nevitt 
W. K .  Sinclair 
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