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Dear M r .  Seaborg, 
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P d  

Because of g r e a t  concern f o r  t h e  we l fa re  of t h e  employees of t h i s  Clinic:  
and any p a t i e n t  who might be  " the rapeu t i ca l ly"  t r e a t e d ,  we w r i t e  you i n  
a s i n c e r e  e f f o r t  t o  see what s t e p s  can be  taken i n  t h e  fo l lowing  matter. 
We r e a l i z e  w e  are i n  no p o s i t i o n ,  as laymen, t o  ques t ion  a d o c t o r ' s  a b i l -  

, i t y  o r  l a c k  of proper medical  care. Rowever, t h i s  is  t h e  case .  

Doctor Char les  T. Marrow of t h i s  C l i n i c  a t tended  some cour se  a t  Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee fin the summer of 1966 supposedly t o  l e a r n  about  radionct ive.med- 
i c i n e  i n  o r d e r  t o  set up a Nuclear Lab. 
t h e  Nuclear Lab w a s  never used. 

Due t o  many problems i n  t h e  C l i n i c  

Now we have found t h a t  a small p l a s t i c  con ta ine r  of C e s i u m . w a s  l e f t  i n  a '  
desk drawer where four  b i l l i n g  c l e r k s  were working f o r  dmos t  three.months.  
Doctor Marrow walked i n ,  used a p a i r  of tongs t o  remove t h e  v i a l  and plac-  
it ' i n  a cardborad mai l ing  con ta ine r .  When asked i f  t h e r e  w a s  any d e e r  
of r a d i a t i o n  from t h e  v i a l  i n  t h e  drawer, he r e p l i e d  t h a t  i t  would be  a 
good i d e a  i f  t h e  c l e r k s  h a d . a  blood tes t  i n  o rde r  t o  r u l e  o u t  t h e  poss i -  
b i l i t y . o f  t h e i r  being a f f e c t e d  by t h e  Ces ium.  
t h e  ~ ~ $ ~ ~ s ~ r ~ ~ $ .  Another doc to r ,  much more q u a l i f i e d ,  s a i d  t h a t  it would 
n o d s  ow up in t h e  blood tests i n  any case. 

Needless t o  say ,  t h i s  upse t  

Now Doctor Marrow has  s a i d  t h a t  he would begin doing rad io- i so tope  s t u d i e s  
on t h e  p a t i e n t s  i n  t h e  X-ray Department. 

O u r  po in t  i s  t h i s :  can Doctor Marrow u s e  t h i s  r a d i o a c t i v e  material ,  know- 
i n g  as l i t t l e  as h e  does about  i t? Does he no t  need a l i c e n s e ?  
o r  does the Atomic Energy Commission, c l o s e l y  p o l i c e  d o c t o r s  t o  see whether 
they  are t r u l y  q u a l i f i e d  t o  work wi th  t h i s  material? 

Do you, 

Is t h e r e  any danger i n  having a v i a l  of C e s i u m  i n  a desk drawer i n  a room 
wi th  l ead - l ined  w a l l s  over  a per iod of t ine,  and what e f f e c t ,  if any, would 
i t  have on t h e  women working i n  t h i s  room? One doc to r  s a i d ,  perhaps i n  j es t ,  
t h e r e  is  no problem as  long as they don ' t  mind being s t e r i l e  f o r  t h e  rest 

. of t h e i r  l ives! 

Could w e  hea r  from you about  t h i s ,  even i f  i t  is  on ly  t o  r e a s s u r e  us  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  no danger (or  even i f  you have t o  t e l l  us  it is  none of our  bus i -  
ness )  and j u s t  what c o n t r o l s  youplace on doc tors  i n  u S i n g , t h i s  r a d i o a c t i v s  
m a  ccr i a l ?  
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Thank you f o r  any cons ide ra t ion  you g ive  t h i s  i nqu i ry .  

S ince re ly ,  
W E  ARCHVES 4 

(Mrs.)Sue Roberts,  Medical Secre ta ry  

(Mrs.) Rachel Levine,  Medical Secre ta ry  
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