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ADVISORY CCMMITTEX FOR BIOLOGY AND ITZDICINE 
TO THE 

UNITED STATES ATOMIC EICERGY commsrox 
WASHING'IYN 2sJ  D,U, 

M r .  John McCone, Chairman 
U.S .  Atomic Energy Conmisslon 
Washington 25* D. C .  

Dear Mr, McCone: 

apprec i a t ive  of t h e  opportunity of mcei;ing wiSh YOU and Cis 
matters  of cu r ren t  c m c e r n  t o  t h e  Commission and Division o 
Biology and Medicirx, 

with DIT. D?ln?~ax~ khe inater ia l  prepared b~ hiin and t h e  s t a f f  fo:? 
p re sen ta t ion  i n  t h e  for thcombg f a l l o u 3  hearings bafore t h e  J o i n t  
Counittee. The selec+, ion GF d a t a  8s well  as i t 3  CrzE'Ging exhibited- 
a very remarkable achievenent on t h e  par% of a l l  conoerned. 
appeared t o  u s  t ha t  a f a c t u e l  account; of t h e  zoile i npor t an t  aspects  
of t h e  problem had been prepared. 

Although t h e  hear ings w i l l  again provide a public  forum f o r  
t h e  d i scuss ion  of f a l l o u t ,  t h e  Com?iL$tee shares  your view t h a t  
o the r  and more effectLve means m u s t  5c found t o  achieve publ ic  
understanding of t h e  n a y  ramif icat lons of fal%ot?~ as they  coficern 
emotional and physical  hea l th ,  as we l l  a s  n a t i o m l  defense.  

whose work i s  supported by t h e  Ccm-iosion, and which n a t t e r  you 
discussed with us ,  is one which has sone complicationa bearing on 
scientist-AEC r e l a t i o n s h i p .  
ments a r e  concerned whereby t h e  Comaission sez1:s t o  der ive  only 
q u a n t i t a t i v e  data on a cosk reimbursable basts, it w m l 8  seea 
t h a t  present  d i f f i c u l t i e s  might be lessened by con t rac tua l  
procedures providing f o r  a pe r iod ic  subaiss ion of d a t a  2s COmi>le.ted 
by t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r .  The proposed i n i t i a t i o n  of a q u a r t e r l y  r epor t  
on f a l l o u t  by DEM w i l l  require a more r egu la r  flow of information 
than has been achieved heretofore .  The work of t h e  Health and 
Safety Laboratory, New York Operations Office,  is a most notable  
e;cample of a l a r g e  volume of c a r e f u l l y  prepared analyses provlelng 
information and whEn required,  
t o  organize other  
analyses if t hese  cannot be provided by ou t s ide  con t r ac to r s .  

prOPOSals f o r  assumption by t h e  USPH of c e r t a i n  func t ions  
concerning r a d i a t i o n  p r o t e c t i o n  and research now being done by 
AEC. 
public  welfare and t h e  fur therance of s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge con- 
cerning b io log ic  and medical a spec t s  of r ad ia t ions ,  there i s  ample 
need for  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and p r o t e c t i o n  programs In t h i s  f i e l d  by 

The AdvisoTy Co,mittce f o r  Biology and Nxlicine ivas 

OUT two days of meeting were Largely consmed i n  revievling " .- .- 

It 

The mat te r  of more prompt r e l e a s e  of d a t a  5y i n v e s t i g a t o r s  

But i n s o f a r  as c c a t x c t u a l  arrangc- 

It may become necessary f o r  DJ3N 
se rv i ce  l abora to r i e s "  t o  perforn a d d i t i o n a l  

You a l s o  mentioned i n  your d i scuss ion  wi th  u s  r ecen t  

The Committee shares your view that; i n  the  i n t e r e s t s  of 
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more than  one government agency. 
un less  Congressional au tho r i ty  amends e x i s t i n g  legis?-a$ion, t h e  
ComAssior. i s  committed t o  insur ing  a hlg!i l e v e l  o f  r a d i a t i o n  
s a f e t y  fo r  i t s  own pcmonne.J., t:ia(; of' i - b s  c o n t x c t o r s  and the 
publ ic  i n  a i l  mat te rs  pe r t a in ing  t o  i t s  casraSions.  I n  order t o  
coiit;lnue and advance t h e  performance of t h i s  rixponsib:iity., %he 
Commzlttee i s  of %!le opinlon t h a t  t he  .b io logic  and medical r e sewch  
activities of D 3 i  mu& be Eaintained. Clkowise t h e  p rogra i s  
sponsored by t h e  Comii.ssion t o  extend t'ne peacefu l  explGi.ba%ion 
of nuc lear  enerp;.j i:i a p i c u l t u r e ,  indus t ry ,  e t c .  should bo 
continued by mC. 

radio5iology sild I n  t he  2pplica.t;ion of' rzdPa3ion t o  afdicin.e, 
p a g t i c u l a r l y  111 the  f i e l d  of' ce,ncer. 
t h e  f i e l d  of radia'bion protsct icrn I s  0% which ~ h c C ? ~ d  mphaS?-X 
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  haccrd of radisti.c::z t o  t.he ;Juhl?-c. AriC zs the  
DKEW advames i n  t e c h n i c a l  a;ld o~gar ;Fza t ioca l  <;ompdence, and in 
co l l abora t ion  with the  Sbates, i.?? ifiight assum? xspons ib : l i ty  For 
sponsorship of radiakrl.on p r o t e c t i o n  of the publ ic  as  this pe r t a in3  
t o  rad io iso topes ,  c i v i l i a n  pcwm reac' tors,  w a s h  C!isposel, air 
and water cont.?.;nlr&lon m d  a l l l e d  problenig , 
e f f e c t i v c l y  col1aboraT;:rig w i t h  the AEC i n  surveil1a:ice of 'food, 
a i r  an5 water aonta i ina t ion ,  i n  p ro tec t ion  pro:2:xlms a?; the Nevada 
t e s t  s i t e  and i n  inspec t ions  of s a f e  civil?!an han6Xng of rad2.o- 
isotopes, T h i s  t o  u s  would ind. icate  t h a t  i n  1;he pas?; and present  
there has been no c o n f l i c t  of i:iterest nor need , there be i n  the  
fu tu re .  

Advisory Conunittee on Radiat ion c9nceriii:lg 
Hazards i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  w i l l  form tihe s:r!JJect of a separa te  
commentary t o  t h e  Coitlmi8sion by the  hCI?M. Tie Committee is of 
the  opinion t h a t  t h e  ir?.porf;ance given t o  th2.s r epor t  by sortie 
persons ou t s ide  t h e  AEC i s  such as t o  require our statement on 
i t s  conclusions.  

comment on t h e  draf5 of c!is r epor t  03 f a l l o u t  prepared by t h e  
General Advisory Committee a t  your zequest, .  
and Vice-Chairmen of IiCJ3M and D r .  Dcnhain w r e  i n v i t e d  by t h e  GAS 
t o  d i scuss  t h e  Coi idss ion ' s  blomedic:+j. and scrvei1la:ice program3 
wi th  the GAC e a r l i e r  i n  the  month, 

The Com.it?ee wishes t o  t a k e  t h i s  opportuni ty  t o  voice a 
recommendation concerning. f a l l o u t  which ma7 havs he re to fo re  been 
suggested by o thers .  The apparent i nc reasc  i n  publ ic  cor.oern 
over f a l l o u t  is accom2anied by a r i s i n g  lcv!?l of land contamination 
r e s u l t i n g  from bomb t e s t s  i n  gorieral and vd2hoi.it re fe rence  t o  
na t iona l  orig!.u. Should t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i tu? . t ion  became ELich 
as t o  compel the U.S.A.  t o  resume weapon9 tost i i lg ,  1.t i s  
recommended t h a t  each tes t  opera t ion  be reviewed hg an  a? hoc 
advisory counci l  represent ing  the XI), A X ,  and D E N .  1.6 i s  
f u r t h e r  recommended tha t  experimental  de tona t ions  1.x p r o j e c t s  
such $as Plowshare and Argus be simil.arly revietred. 
might  opera te  through t h e  Ki l l i a i i  C o m i t t e e  a8 advisory t o  t he  
Executive. Matters pe r t a in ing  t o  t!io puSlic  hea l th ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
r e l a t i o n s  and na t iona l  defense a r e  thereby not  the advisory 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of one agency of government. We a l s o  be l ieve  t h a t  

Insofar  a s  t h e  AEC is concerned, 

The DHEW, through the  USE'i-I, h a s  sponsored research  i n  

Ths  ep.*ry of $he DiIBW i r ? t ; O  

'Pine DBE'IJ i s  now 

The report; t o  the Surgeon General. mad:;t b7 t h e  National- 
The Colltrol o r  Fiediation 

The Committee was given t h e  opportunLty t o  review and 

Likewise t h e  Cha5.rrr.m 

Such a g r x p  
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before  any above ground t e s t i n g  i s  resumed at, ths Nevada t e s t ,  sj.%e 
an advisory counci l  of l i k e  composition be a?gcj%nted t o  evalua?:e 
t h e  r e2a t ive  merlts of t h e  Nevada am2 Pac i f i c  k e s t  sites fo r  each 
opera t ion  proposed, 

It appears t o  t h e  Cormlt%ee tha:; t h e  inSf;intion of pi'ccPCCPeS 
as above ?%coi%Tcnded could only be i n t e r p r s t e d  by f;?Je publ ic  SB 
a mean8 t o  insure every s a f e t y  commensu:-ate with t h e  n z e h  of 
na t iona l  s ecus i ty  , 
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