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ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
TO THE
UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERRY COMMISSION
WASHINGION 25, D.C,

May 1%, 1959

Mr. John McCone, Chairman
U.S. Atomlic Encrgy Commlssilon
Washington 25, D, C.

Dezar Mr, McCone:

The Advisory Commitiee for Biology and M=uicine was »
appreclative of the opportunity of meeving with you and dlecussing
matters of current concern to the Commission and Division of,.
C & &5 E f\RCHNES

Blology and Medicine, &

Our two days of meetlng were largzly consumed in reviewing .
with Dr, Dunham the material prepared by him and the staff for
presenf;ation in the forthecoming falloui hearings before the Joint
Committee, The selection of data as well as iLs drafting exhlbited
a very remarkable achievement on the part of all concerned. I
appeared to us that a factual account of the more impertant aspects
of the problem had been prepared.

Although the hearings will again provids a public forum for
the discussion of fallout, the Committee shares your view that
other and more effective neans must he found {0 achieve public
understanding of the many ramifications of faliout as they concern
emotlonal and physical health, as well as national defense,

The matter of more prompt release of data by investigators
whose work is supported by the Commilgsion, and which matter you
discussed with us, 1s one which has some complications bearing on
sclentist-AEC relationship, But lnsofar as centractual arrange-
ments are concerned wherebdy the Commlssion seslizs to derive only
quantitative data on a cost reimbursable basis, 1t would seen
that present difficulties might be lessened by contractual
procedures providing for a perilodic submission of data as complzted
by the lnvestigator. The proposed initiation of a quarterly report
on fallout by DBM will require a more regular flow of inforiation
than has been achieved heretofore., The work of the Health and
Safety Laboratory, New York Operations Office, is a mest notable

example of a large volume of carefully prepared analyses providing
information and when required., It may become necessary for DBM
to organize other "service laboratories" to perform additional
analyses 1f these cannot be provided by outslde contractors,

You also mentioned 1n your discussion with us recent
proposals for assumption by the USPH of certain functions
concerning radlation protection and research now being done by
AEC. The Commlttee shares your view thab in the Ilnterests of
public welfare and the furtherance of scientific knowledge con-
cerning blologic and medical aspects of radiations, there is ample
need for investigatlons and protection programs in this field by
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more than one government agency. Insofar as the AEC 1s concevned,
unless Congressional authority amends existing legislatlon, the
Commission is committed to insuring a high level of radlation
safety fov 1ts own personnel, thabt of 1us contractors and the
public in all matters pertaining to its cperavlons., In order to
continue and advance the performance of this rceoponsibllity, the
Committee is of the opinion that the biologic and medlcal research
activities of DM must be maintained, ILikewise the programs
sponsored by the Comuission to extend the peaceful erploltation
of nuclear energy in agriculbture, industry, etc. shceuld be
continued by ALC,

The DHEW, through the USFH, has sponsored research in

radioblology and in the epplication of radiallion to medlcine,

particularly in the field of cancer. The entiy of the DHEW irnto

the field of radlation proftcction is one which should exphasize

the potentlial hazard of radiabtions to the public. Anc as the

DHEEYW advances in technlcal and organizational competence, and 1n

collaboraticn with the States, 1% might assume responsibliity for

. sponsorship of radiabion protectlon of the public as this pertains

to radioisotopes, civillan power reactors, wasve dlsposal, air

and water contamination end allied problemg, - The DHEW 1s now

effectively collazvorating with the AEC in survelllance of Tood,

air and water contamination, in protection programs a’ the Nevada

test site and in Inspections of safe civiilan handling of radlo-

isotopes, This to us would indicabe that in fthe past and present

there has been no confllict of interest nor need there be 1n the 'EQ‘

future. ‘ E ARCHNE.A
R Do__‘_.,—»"““,u'
The report to the Surgeon General made by the National®—"" .

Advisory Committee on Radiation concerning "The Control of Radlation

Hazards in the United States" will form the subject of a separate

commentary to the Commlssion by the ACBM, The Commlttee 1s of

the opinion that the importance glven Lo thls report by some

persons outside the AEC 1s such as to require our statement on

its conclusions.

The Committee was glven the opportunity to review and
comment on the draft of tvhe report on fallout prepared by the
General Advisory Committee at your request. Likewlse the Chairman
and Vice-Chailrman of ACBM and Dr. Dunham were lnvited by the GAC
to discuss the Commission's blomedical and survelllance programs
with the GAC earlier in the month.

The Committee wishes to take thls oprortunity to volce a
recommendation concerning fallout which may have heretofore been
suggested by others. The apparent increase in public concern
over fallout 1s accompanied by a rising level of land confamination
resulting from bomb tests in general and witnout relerence to
national origin. Should the international situation become such
as to compel the U,S.A. to resume weapons testing, 1t is
recommended that each test operation be reviewed by an ad hoc
advisory council representing the DCD, ARC, and DHEW, It is
further recommended that experimental detonations in projects
such as Plowshare and Argus be similarly reviewsd. Such a group
might operate through the Killian Committee as advisory to the
Executive, Matters pertaining to the public health, international
relations and national defense are thereby not the advisory
responsibllity of one agency of government., We also believe that
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before any above ground testing is resumed a% the Nevada test site
an advisory council of like composition be appointed to evaluale
the rela%ive merits of the Nevada and Pacific ©Test sites for each

operatlon proposed.

It appears to the Commithee that the initiatlon of procecdures
as above recommended could only be interpreted by the public as
a means to insure every safety commensurate with the needs of

national securiby.
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Respectfully yours,

/s/ Simeon T, Canbnil .
Simecn P, Cantril, Chairman
Advizory Comrivies fouo
Biolegy and Medicine
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