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Dear Thad: 

BOX No. J 

FOLDER 

In response t o  your recent telephone inquiry concerning alleged TPA 
experiments using human subjects, i t  i s  hoped the following explanations 
will provide you with suff ic ient  information. 
received a telephone c a l l ,  from probably the same individual who contacted 
you, accusing me of t reat ing people w i t h  TPA. 

Firs t ,  I would l ike  t o  s t a t e  emphatically t h a t  I have never treated 
anyone other t h a n  myself w i t h  the agent, TPA, nor do I have plans t o  i n i t i a t e  
such investigations u s i n g  human subjects. 1 d i d  on one occasion i n  the spring 
of 1979 apply a .very small amount of TPA t o  my own skin. T h i s  was done . 
primarily o u t  of cur iosi ty  outside the laboratory and a f t e r  hours. 
four other individuals i n  my research group also applied a small amount o f  TPA 
t o  their own skin one time. 
the agent. Since TpA had been found t o  cause inflammation and hyperplasia in 
mouse s k i n ,  I was interested i n  determining the effect  on human skin especially 

Our laboratory had determined, for example, that  TPA inhibited human foreskin 
growth i n  culture.  
my NIH grant or my N I H  c0nFa-t rather with Department o f  Energy funding. 
Croton o i l ,  the source of TPA, has been and s t i l l  i s ,  t o  a certain degree, 
used for a variety of reasons on b o t h  humans and in veterinary medicine. 

on a very small scale were warranted. I therefore applied fo r  permission t o  
perform such studies using humans and presented the proposed research t o  our 
local Committee fo r  Human R i g h t s  which reviews such work. 
the proposed investigation had def ini te  s c i en t i f i c  merit b u t  opposed the  
selection of voluntary I aboratory personnel as subjects. 

I might add tha t  I ,  too,  
-- 

In addition, 

I neither asked them t o  do such nor d i d  I apply 

since there were reports suggesting TPA m i g h t  inhibi t  growth in human ce l l s .  ? 

These i n  vitro studies u s i n g  TPA are n o t  associated w i t h  

I would l i ke  t o  p o i n t  o u t  that  it was suggested t h a t  perhaps such studies 

The Committee f e l t  

They also encouraged 
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a more extensive investigation than  I was interested i n  pursuing.  They 
asked tha t  I resubmit the proposal although I never d i d  so. 
go t  around t o  it, and 1 must confess 1 have now l o s t  a l l  Interest .  

Above a l l ,  I must emphasize t h a t  thjs has nothing t o  do w i t h  my NIH 
grant supported research which concerns polycycl i c  hydrocarbon metabol ism in 
mice o r  my NIH contract which concerns’in -- v i t r o  transfomatfon of mouse 
epidermal ce l l s .  I am cer ta inly well aware .of the NIH rules  and regulations 
governing research i n v o l v i n g  human subjects and would never a h s e  t h a t .  

I simply never 

I am indeed sorry this incident has developed t o  such a polnt and 
sincerely hope i t  can now be p u t  t o  r e s t .  
please do not hesi ta te  t o  contact me. 
Cancer and Toxicology Program, ORNL and/or Dr. C .  R. Richmond, Acting Director, 
Biology Division, ORNL are  both very familiar w i t h  the  s i tuat ion and would 
be happy t o  t a lk  w i t h  you .  

Should you desire  more information, 
In additlon, Dr. R. J .  M .  Fry, Head, 

3 , Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas 3. Slaga,  Ph.D. 
Senior S taf f ,  ORNL 

- . 

Head, Cancer and Toxicology Program 
Biology Diviston, ORNL 

. C.  R. Richmond, Ph.D. 
Acting Director, Biology Division 
ORNL 
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