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It’s really too early, but then 
ogoin the dogwood is coming 
olong, but then ogoin it’s not 
really cold enough. Puppy- 
+ood Winter maybe? Fair ’ 

skies and cooler temperatures 
through Tuesdoy. High today, 
upper 50s; low tonlght, mid 
30s; high Tuesday, near 60. 
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Sues ORAU , for a. r#L” $750,000. . .  

By CATHERINE FOSTER 
The woman who charged last 

year lhat Oak Ridge Associated 
Universities used her son as  a 
“guinea pig” in radiation 
research has sued ORAU for 
n50,OOo. . 

The lawsuit charges ha t  
OAAU’s c a n c e r  r e s e a r c h  
hospital eaused the early death 
of six-gear-old Dewayne Sexton, 
who died of lymphoblastic 
leukemia in 1968. by using 
medically unsound low-level 
radiation treatment. 

Mary Sue Sexton of Kingsport. 
mother of Dewayne. filed the 
suit last ueek in Anderson Coun- 
ty Circuit Court against ORAU 
and its director bf administra- - u- 

1 
I .  

t i n ,  Steve Lawrence. ’ 
A similar u t  against the 

Department of Energy is ex-- 
pected to be lied in Ftderal 
Court in Washington. D C 
The Sexton child was the focal 

point of an article in the 
September4ctober 1981 issue of 
Mother Jones magazine. wtuch 
c h a r g e d  t h a t  r a d i a t i o n  
treatments given to Dewayne 
were not designed to control h a  
disease. but were part of 
research done for the Yahonal 
Aeronautics and Space Ad- 
ministration program 

Both ORAU and DOE officials 
denied the charge sa!ing that 
data h a s  collected for AASA. but 
that radiation doses were not 
w 

given to comply with the study, 
and that no data from children 
under the age or 19, bdudiag 
Dewayne, was made a,part of 
the study. William R. Bibb, 
director of the research division 
of DOE’S local office, told The 
Oak Ridger that in August. md 
repeated it.before a congres- 
s i o n a l  s u b c o m m i t t e e  In 
September. 

Lawrence, who is leaving his 
job at  ORAU April 1, said this 
morning that he was “disag 
pointed in. ME. Sexton and 
whatever legal advice she’s get- 
ting ’* He added that he “thought 
the !congressional subcom- 
mittee I hearings resolved his 

(ht inued on Page6 No. 6) LAWRENCE 

Truck fire chases 

Karns residents 
BY JOHN HARDINC their homes because of fears of 

Cleanup work continued toda) toxic fumes from the burning 
tn the aftennath of a truck flrc weed killer. Residents were 

near a small market about seven Workers from tbe Alpha 

AUanla Monday morning 
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U N C i L ,  I' 
I- lift& of  he shuttle ~ o l u m -  m h l c l a  

CAl') - Mout 100 
A d l q  time for a 

Sp3CeOffIC:3'! prcdirtcd a tur- 'beside a score of custom 

_ _  .- .-.-. -... 
b b .  dress r rhcar l .  were ready 

mu1 that might surpass the 'vdiclcr way - pm 
prcvla~r lam* Of 1 lilemsforecdColumbirtoendIt8 
million people. as shuttle wat- m i d  space 
ckrs  continued to jam public . The recovery con,,,,y, more 
viewing sites an hour before than 1,500 loris of mique equip 

ment sent by traln from the shut- blastoff. 

from a prl-time restaurant )Ob strip, did not arrive on Lhe f i e  
for a n  airplane ticket. skipped white sand of Northnrp strip at 
xhoo' and became One Of the this sprawling base until Sun- 
estimated 25O.oOO to 3OO.OOO p .I-.. 
pie rho packed themselves like 
antines along the Indian River 
in Titusville. 

**h'abOdy cares about the 
space shuttle back home," said 
tbe high school senior from 
Leorninster. Mass. "People 
thhk I'm fanatical. My parents 

science teachers will be easy to 
deal rim when 1 get back." 

M y ,  overcast skies left only 
a bazy view of the spectacular 
flying machine 15 miles away 
Bur as the sun broke through. op 
timism came over the lhrongs - 
retirees sipping coffee. college 
students on spring break g w l -  
ing beer. and parents trying to 
keep kids and pets in tow. 
The Highuay Patrol said traf- 

fic was extremel! heavy. but 
flowmg smoo!hlg. "This is one of 
the biggest - a real biggie." 
said Dennis Rathbun. a trooper 
in Titusville. "They're still com- 
ing from all directions I' 

Twenty-two Michigan State 
college students came on an old 
schwu; bus.  ren'\a!ed u i t h  
bunks and slereo and painled 
brigh: >ellou and orange. It  
stuck out among the decaled 
vans. the makeshift campers. 
the luxur? recreation vehicles more than 1 ' 4  inches of rain. 
and the pup tents that crammed that the California dry lake 
the beach. The five students who would 001 be d v  in time to han- 
own the bus charged Sw a head dew landing. . 
to buddies on spring break who the recovery convoy - an 
wanted to combine the annual assor tment  of specialized 
trek to the beach with a stop at vehicles that cool the space shut- 
Ihe Cane tle to DI-OteCt its electronics. 

u r~y ,  

Jack Est-. 18% saved money uets soggy California landing 

Ue urgy. And 1 guess only the 

W Y .  
As a result, said NASA 

spokesman Larry King, the full- 
scale rehearsals on the new 
strip, an unused alternote during 
Columbia's first two trips, were 
considerably scaled down. 

"They, slmulated some can- 
Ungency operations (unusual 
landing problems), mostly with 
belicopters," be said. 

Army weathermen promised 
good weather throughout the day 
with only a few wisps of. thin 
clouds. .. 

King said the recovery crews, 
most of whom greeted the shut- 
tle at Rogers Dry Lake at Ed- 
wards Air Force Base, Calif., 
l a s t  April a n d  aga in  in 
November, should have no pro- 
blems if Ute ship returns to 
Earth early. 

"They're not anticipating any 
problems ... but I'm sure they'd 
ftel better if they had done It 
once before," he said. 

There should be time for 
rehearsals if the mission goes its 
scheduled seven days. landing in 
the southern New Mexico desert 
next Monday. 

NASA decided Thursday, after 
Edwards was drenched with 

- - - -  - 
- 1  

issue. and 1 believe that ORAL is 
In no way liable.'' 

It's not clear why L a r m m  
was named in the lawsuit since, 
as director of administration. he 
has no direct responsibility for 
ORAU's medical division. 
ORAU's acting director. Wiiiiarn 
Felling. was not named in the 
suit. nor was Dr. Clarence C. 
Lushbaugh, director of ORAU's 
medical division. 

Lawrence guessed this morn- 
Ing that lawsults are  "ad- 
ministrative matters, and that's 
why 1 was named." 

Following the day-long con- 
gressional subcommittee bear- 
lng in September, subcommittee 
chairman Rep. Albert Core Jr., 
D-Tm.. said that he believed 
the charges against ORAU had 
been "essentially refuted." 

In her suit. Mn. Sexton says 
that Dewayne had been a patient 
a t  ORAU's cancer treatment 
hospital from July 27,1965, untii 
his death on Dec. 29.1968. "Dur- 
ing the time the decedent was a 
patient a t  Oak Ridge Associated 
Universities, the treatment be 
received was not consistent with 
the standard of care which pa- 
tients received in the same or 
similar circumstances in the 

returns.  hey must be ready, 
engines warming and booms 
unlimbered, for any emergency. 
The landing site, Isolated deep 

within this mgged 4.000-square- 
mile missile range. is rougNy 
the size of Rhode Island and Con- 
nec t icut combined. 

N o r t h r u p  S t r i p ,  in the 
Tularosa Basin between the San 
Andres and Sacramento moun- 
tains, covers about 100 square 
miles. 

The fine gypsum sand is so 
densely packed that, although 
easi ly  shoveled, It defies 
penetration by such thinas as 

'om Pago Om 
same or similar localities for 
lymphoblastic leukemia," the 
lawsuit charge. . 
ThC sult also says that the 

child's parents "Were impruper- 
ly advised of the consequences of 
the treatment, and there was a 
failure to provide adequate in- 
formation so that fully informed 
consent could be given to the 
treatment received by the dece- 
dent." 
Mrs. Sexton asks that any 

statute of limitations covering 
the lawsuit be Ignored because 
"the defendant ... has concealed 
the purpose of these treatments 
and thus the statute of limita- 
tions would be tolled until such 
time as the plaintiff discovered 
the lack of adequate treatment 
in thts case." 

The lawsuit says that Mrs. 
Sexton "only recently ... has 
been informed that the purpose 
for these programs was not 
necessarily the proper treat- 
ment of the patient but may have 
been for other motives, and thus 
caused lhe treatment not to con- 
form with the applicable stan- 
dard of care at that time." 

Mrs.  Sexton does not say so in 
her lawsuit. but she told a House 
subcommittee investigating fhe 
Mother Jones charges that she 
was told of ORAU's involvement 
in the NASA study during the . 
preparation of the article. 

Following the publication of 
the Mother Jones article. eleven 
former patients and family 
members wrote letters to The 
Oak Ridger pra i s ing  t h e  
hospital. which has been closed 
for ten years. and its staff. 

The House subcommittee. 
chaired by Rep Gore. held hear- 
ings last Septemxr and planned 
lo release a report six weeks 
later. However. kt still has not 
been released, but is expected 
next month. a subcommittee 
staff member said this morning. 

I - .  


