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INFORMAL PROPOSAL BY K. L. SWINTH

On Maxch 14, 1975, Kan Swinth of Bagtells Pacific Nortiwest
Laboratory forwarded a request for cowmments adout 4 proposed
project. The request was addressed to as im & letter. The pro- .
ject he had {n mind vas to conduct an apidemiclogic study that
would provide informetion eenearning the effests of sulfates as

a factor fn air pellution. . © ., - . o o O

The approach he had in mind was to identffy & population of former
medical patienta who had had barium pulfate instillad into their
bronchi for bromchography during diagnostic w-vay study. He would
then study the incidence of lung tumovs tn such individuals. The
proposal was discussed with Dr. Weynsn and ethers, who corroborated
my view that this s a poor way of getting at the toxicity of
sulfate asxosols. Barium sulfate is aa imsoluble, poorly dis-
socisble compound and cannot yessomably be expected to have effects
ainilisr to those of the sulfate asyvsols., Irrvespsative of the
findings of such a study, it would be almost tmpesatble to apply
this information to the health effests of air pollution. . -

1 talephoned Ken Swinth recently to inform him of our misgivings
about the proposal. Hs acknowledged the dffffcultiss in the pro-
posed study and accepted sur discouraging resporsé gracefully.
R:ui;:liuu,d that he would not submit & 189 for the proposad
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