-
.

[ .
.. .

- ' D [ ol X AOOU w2.38

.
a— mluiﬂu“‘”‘m"

< . . Puowt 002 380-2430 -

SweiB s ARV BASSASMSITYS Suailaas
& Pu o) amCTen Cal 0 /) OONY oD LALBUIEA

St T Waks . Sowatd € meis0m vhaw U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

O madl { Smii 0 dnadAIRA et aad. On el VDR

v s ans Y e o camams  BUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY CONSERVATION

o et R, MPee * AND POWER 717057
O b il ERERAN OFf THE
8a Py
- Ao wr? & O COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE
TR emnes e WASHINGTON, DC 20516 _
March 7, 1986
The Bonorable John Berrington reposmory 2 Stred ’QC'

Secretary :
Department of Energy ' COLLECTION F1259 E

1000 Independence Avenue, B.W.
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Dear Secretary Berrington: Foumnééil.lﬁiﬁﬁg;;¢4Ckﬂ2§P

In January 1985, the Department provided the Subcommittee
with documentation on the subject of human radiation
experimentation (Letter from Robert C. Odle, Jr., Acting Assistant
Secretary for Policy, Safety and Environment, to Subcommittee
Chairman Ottinger, January 2, 1985), I appreciate the extensive
documentation provided.

The Subcommittee staff has recently completed an initial
teviewv of the documents. As I am sure you recognize, some of the
éocumentation was fncomplete, and further clarification {s
necessary in many cases. 1 would appreciate your answers to the
guestions below., References are made to cacses using the Category
and Nunmber designations which the Department assigned in {ts
January 1985 response,

1. Category 1.002, Number 118 describes an experiment in which
elderly subjects were given doses of radium and thorium.
Subjects were obtained from the Age Center of New England,
Boston.

8. What was the nature of the Age Center? Specifically,
wag it a retirement center or nursing home?

b. Who was the responsible sdninistrator of the Age Center
at the time of the experiment?

2. Cetegory 1.003, Numrber 12 describes an experiment in which
pelonium was administered to hospital patients.

& The polonium isotope administered was not specified.
Was it Po-210, the most readily available 1uotope at the

time?
b. Were the patients who served as Bubjects terninnlly 111?
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3.

4.

S.

7.

Category 1.003, Number 106 describes an experiment 4n which
microspheres containing radicactive material were fed to 57
dndividuals.

8. Why was this simple size so large, compared to_other
experiments which used smaller numbers of patients?
b. From what sources wvere human subjects obtained?

Category 2.001, Number 2 and Category 2.002, Number 189
describe the testicular irradiation of prisoners.

a. 67 prisoners in Oregon and 64 prisoners in Washington

' were irradiated. Why were these sample sizes s0 large,
compared to other experiments which used smaller numbers
of patients?

b. Was the possibility of early parole raised for prisoners

" who volunteered as subjects?

c. Provide the Subcommittee with the Department's
understanding of what other information on the
experiment and its design was given to prisoners.
Provide all relevant documentation on the information
given to prisoners.

Category 3.001, Number 49 reports that two patients with
arthritis were treated with x-ray exposure. BEas this
treatment ever been found effective in alleviating or curing
arthritis? ~

Category 4.006, Number 93 describes experiments in which
humans were subjected to neutron and jon beams.

8. Were the human subjects placed within neutron and ion
beamg? _

b. wWhat doses @did the subjects receive?

€. Was there any medical follow up on the human subjects?

Category 9.001, Numbers 139, 149, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156,
157, 161 cover experiments at an institution in Puerto Rico.

8. Describe the nature of the Center for Energy and
Environmental Research, Puerto Rico. Does the Center
stil)l exist? '

b. Approximately what proportion of the Center's total

expenses did the AEC provide? Did any other U.S5.

federal agency provide support for the Center at the
time of the experiments? Does any U.S. federal agency
provide support for the Center today?

-
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Pollow up data is described as ®not available now.®
Does this mean that the data was once available, or will
be available in the future? :

For Numbers 149, 156, and 161, attachments are listed
but were not attached. Please provide these documents.
For each set of experiments described, would these
experiments have been allowed in the United States at
the same time ac they were conducted in Puerto Rico?
Would they be allowed today? Provide all documentation
relevant to this question, including but not limited to
an explanation of the regulastions of Puerto Rico on
human experimentation at the time of the experiments and
an analysis of the difference between Puerto Rican and
U.S. regulations at the time. ’

" Has the Department of Energy or any predecessor agéncy

ever sponsored, funded or administered any research or
experiments to study the effects of radiation exposure,
planned or accidental, when these experiments knowingly
or unknowingly would not have been permitted in the
U.s.?

Eas the Department of Energy, or any predecessor agency,
ever sponsored research to study the effects of
radiation exposure, either accidental or planned, on any
forest area in Puerto Rico? Provide all documentation
on the objectives, methods and results of such research.

8. Category 9.001, Number 166 describes an experiment in which
uranium was injected into terminal brain tumor patients.

..
b.

C.

Row were subjects selected for this experiment?

-Since woet of the subjects were comatose, how was

consent provided? Did patients sign any consent forme?
For what reasons did patients agree to participate?
Bas neutron capture therapy with U-235 ever been proven
as an effective treatment for brain tumor patients?

9. Category 9.002, Numbers 142, 143, 158, 159, and 160 were also
conducted in Puerto Rico.

b.

1098948

Please answer questions 7c and 7e for these experiments

85 well.
Attachments are listed but not included for Numbers 142,

143, and 158. Please provide these documents.
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0.

Category 11.00), Number 53 briefly describes experiments on
the biological effects of thorium X on human skin.

8. Por what reason vere these experiments conducted?

b. Bow many subjects were involved in these experiments?

c. What doses did subjects receive? :

a. Provide any documentation describing the experiment in
more detall,

11. Category 11.001, Number 112 lists ac an attachment a memo of
.6-22-84 from Roy C. Thompson to Sidney Marks, but this is not
included. Please provide a copy of this memo.

12. Category 11.001, Number 134 briefly describes an experiment
in which fission products were deposited on subjects' hands.
a. Bow many subjects were involved in these experiments?
b. What doses did subjects receive?

c. NP-4935 {5 listed as a reference. Please provide this
document, and all other documents describing the
experiment.

13. Category 11.001, Number 137 describes an experiment in which
aircrews were instrumented with dosimeters while delivering a
live rocket.

a. How many subjects were involved in these experiments?

b. What doses did subjects receive?

c. ITR-1418 is listed ac a reference. Pleare provide this
docunent, arnd all other documents desCribing the
experiment.

14. Category 11.00), Numbers 138, 141, 146, and 151 were also
conducted 4n Puerto Rico.

8. Please answer questions 7c and 7e for these experiments
8E well,

b. References are listed as attached for Number 138, but
are not included. Please provide copies of these
teferences. -

€. Pleacse provide all documentation which describes these
experiments more fully.

b
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15. Category 12.001, Number 97 includes a proposal to use human
subjects to study the metabolism of food material labeled

with Zn=65.

a.
b.
c.

Were any human subjects fed Zn-65? I1f so, how many?
wWhat doses did subjects receive? -

Please provide all documentation which describes these.
experiments more fully.

If there are any questions concerning this request, please
contact John Abbotte with the Subcommittee staff at (202)

226-2424.

1 appreciate the Department's past cooperation on this

matter, and I would appreciate receiving a response to these
questions by March 28, 1986.

EJM/ 35
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Sincerely,

Edwar%ez

Chairman
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Fonorable Richard L. Ottinger ) .

Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy )
Conservation and Power

Committee on- Energy and Commerce

kouvse of Representatives

Eeshington, D.C. 20515 -

Dear Mr. Chazrman-

We have rece;ved your recent reguest for information from
Atomic Energy Commission archival files dealing with radiation

ervposure over the period 1945-1962,

Those rpecific documents that were unclessified have been
copied and are enclosed. The clessified docurents. amounting
to elmost 1300 pages, have been submitted to a reviewver for
possible Geclassification. We will contact vou as soon as this

process is completed.

Some of the information contained in the enclosed documents mav
be ererpt from public disclosure pursuant to Exenptions 5 and 6
©of the Freedcm of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. €6 552(b)45) and
(6). FLxenption 5 protects memoranda or letters that contain
acdvice, opinions, or recommendations which are pre-cdecisional
ant & part of the decisrion-making process of the agesncv.
Fxerption 6 protects inforraticn in personnel, medical, and
sinmilar files the disclosure of which would cmonstitute a
clearly unwerranted invasion of personal privacy. We reguest,
therefore, that special care be taken to protect the confiden-
tizlity ©f these records and that vou consult 'with the Depart-
ment prior to ma%ing any decision recarding disclosure.

It is the Department’s policy, to the maximum extent possible,
to provide informstion to the public on the Department's atomic
weapons activities. The Department has established the
Coordination and Information Center (CIC) at the Nevada Opera-
tions Office. To date over 70,000 documents have been gathered
toocether and placed on an electronic dsta basre known as the
RZCON system, Many concerned citizens and attorneyvs have
uttlized this kervice. You &nd your staff, of course, ATe

welcome to vse this svstem,
¢
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If your staff wishes to discuss any ©f the documents you reguested,
please have them contact Dr. Donald Ross (353-5614). -

If we can be of further assistance, please let me know.

Sincerely,
Lot ol

Robert €. Odle, Jr.
Acting Assistant Secretary for
Policy, Safety and Environment

Inclosures (with list)

cc: Honorable Carlos J. Moorhead
Ranking linority Merber
Subcomrittee on Energy Conservation
and Power
Cormittee on Energy and Commerce
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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