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MIT PROPOSAL 

S t a f f  have review8d tha materia- re la t ing  to a proposed NIT Energy 
Laboratory. The program as outlined seexm to be uverly broad and vague; 
awing to thie unfocused approach, the program as inuu8urated would cover 
a goad part of AES' programmatic intereat, including control technology. 

Staff remogniaee the broad sad deep eompotencs of MXT scientistr in 
wide areas of basic  and applied ecience and fschnology. 
has had a long and fruitful aseoeiatiun vith MIT in the arcas of 
instrument developnmt and more apacifically in human rudiobioloZgY 
involving the followup on the radium &id painters carried out for 
many years under the directfon of Dr. Roblay Evans. 
now central ized at the Argonae National Laboratory, following Dr. Evan's 
retirement. 

IEB, in addition, 

Thia program fe 

'pha program atatad Interest in the eocietal impact of energy productfon, 
the broad intereats  of oceanography and oeean eclence, atmapheric LICI~UCBS, 
bioconveraioa, and the b s s i c  molecular biological and biophyeicd science8 
fa l l  wfthln the mainstream of BER'a miasion and interests. 
rcsponoibi l i ty  of BER efforts lu  thaae areas, howevur, .nd the main 
coordination function now reeta i n  a number of our national laboratories 
(particularly Brookhaven. Argonna and Holifield). 
feel that while support on a epscif ic  project b m i 8  in these areas might 
w e l l  be desirable, at MIT, our input would be considered more of an 
ancillary and supporting furkction rathsr than an important lead reeponai- 
b i l i t y  at this proposed new laboratory. 

The lead 

Accordingly, staff 

A t  t h i s  point, BER'a euggestad approach would be t o  eonsidar proposals from 
the Energy Laboratory 011, a case-by-case bmia in the areas mmtianed above 
or in any other area. of progtaramPtic Xutere8t to the Division. We do not 
conoidar this a "job ahopping" operation; our entire off-sit@ 
merearch program is carried on in this mner i n  an orderly hq-tenn 
fashion. 
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i n e t ~ t u t i o n a l  grant-type of support would not be compatible with our 
current operatitma. W e  have already beon i n w l v e d  ia such anci l lary  
support at the Dlv i8 ion  of Physical Rebearch's on-site Radiation 
Laboratory at the Univereity of N o t r e  Dama on a project hvel .  Thb 
arrangenmnt has worked out quitta satiefactorily both for 3ER's 
biophyaica1 program and for the Notw Qeme'a Radiation Laboratory. 
Wa would certainly anticipatrs that, should the MIT Energy Laboratory 
be oet upI we would entertain efmilar unsolicited s p e c i f i c  proposal6 
ae warranted in  the continued development of the overall BER program. 

It is, of course, remotely possible that i f  ERDA, aa a whole, decided 
to sponaor a very large "on-eite" program there, the AES activities 
could operate within that framework in  much the mame way BS currently 
with our e t i n g  national laboratories. 
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,-James L. Liverman 

James L. Livennan 
-9asiotent Administrator 

for Environment and Safety 
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