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DOCUMENTATION OF COMPUTER PROGRAM FOR PLUTONIUM BIOASSAY 
REG: BER-134 

L a t e  i n  J?Y 1975 t h e  Direc tora te  of Regulatory Standards p lans  
t o  i s s u e  a Regulatory Guide on bioassay f o r  plutonium. 
be necessary i n  t h e  guide t o  re ference  a document which 
descr ibes  a computer program acceptab le  f o r  i n t e r p r e t i n g  ur inary  
plutonium measurements. A computer program developed by 
D r .  W. S .  Snyder has been i n  use at ORNL f o r  several years ,  
b u t  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  program has  n o t  been published. It 
would b e  use fu l  t o  us i f  t h i s  desc r ip t ion  could be  published 
i n  a t o p i c a l  r epor t ,  providing d e t a i l  and i n s t r u c t i o n s  
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  permit independent set-up and opera t ion  of 
t h e  program by Commission l i censees  o r  by a commercial organ- 
i z a t i o n  o f f e r i n g  bioassay services t o  l i censees .  

It w i l l  

ORNL has  submitted a 189 f o r  t h e  work necessary t o  publ ish a 
desc r ip t ion  of t h i s  computer program (enclosed) ,  wi th  D r .  Snyder 
as the  p r i n c i p a l  i nves t iga to r .  The c o s t  would be $20,000. 

Since t h i s  t a sk  w a s  no t  included i n  the Regulatory budget f o r  
t h i s  year ,  w e  w i l l  not  be a b l e  t o  fund it. 
of my s t a f f  advises  t h a t  D r .  Snyder poss ib ly  could do t h e  work 
under a con t r ac t  t h a t  DBER has  negot ia ted  wi th  him. It would 
be advantageous t o  both Regulatory Standards and the  Divis ion of 
Operat ional  Safety i f  t h i s  work could be  completed t h i s  year.  

However, R. E. Alexander 

Robert B. Minogue 
Acting Direc tor  of Regulatory Standards 

Enclosure : 
As s t a t e d  
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