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H. D. Bruner, M.D., Chief', Mediaal Branch 
Division of Biology and Hedicine 

TRIP TO MBAHIL, CUBA, DECEMBER 15 TO 21, 1956, TO PARTICIPATE 
IN FIRST C W  NATIONAL FORM CN NUCLEAR R?iiR(IY 

It waa w e l l  that we arrived about twelve hour8 in advance of the 
opening cemaaonbs in that Dr. Alomo, the Secretary-Oeneral (Tech- 

discussion in the dircrction of medieel p80s of a research reactor3 
or the possible we8 of a reactor which could support both aedical 
and phyaioril meearch program. This wa8 dismrsed and next Jliornbg 
query w6uJ cabled vi8 the kited States $wbaSsy for perXk3ian t 0  
incluck this itern wlth prepared materid. 

Ill8cuersfoa of thfe matter with Hr. C. Booasstra, Cornel for Econdc 
Affairs of our Emba8sy, brought out that the very W u w n c h l  Cuban 
Electriual Campany wa8 proposing two poraer reaQtom, but was not b o  
InteresfQd in reeesrch reactora or in haring their engineers and op- 
erators traiasd looally, sinae it could be dme in the United States 
for a smaller imeetshnt with greater preetige. 

nical  DirStltOr), VEL8 b t b n 8 b d  in the poS8ibfiity Of S l m f b g  O W  

' 

In that cmeution, the U. S, Infornation Serrice had no copies of 
the WSIURC reports. It Fs maommended that a nulaber of copies be 
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8Bnto 
the! Cuban AEC, including quite recant mports from Bm, for example, 
but not the HAS-NRC reporte. 

A moderately camglete technical library h w  been transmitted t0 

Sunday, at 9tCO P,bl., was the inauguralion ceremony i n  the c O ~ a r d  
of the Palacio de Bellas Artes, a b e a u t i f u l  new building 8cI"OSB ZI Bqixarcb 
from tix president ia l  palace, The Minister of State and rseveral other 
Cuban ministers, tagether with the United States Ambizsrador (We Arthur 
Qardrcwr) and the invited speakers, occupied the rostruxe, The Mlnlater 
of State opened the Farnun and welcormd ua a l l ;  Nr. Oardner responded 
w i t h  the best wishes from Kr, Eisenhwer, transferred the library an8 
noted the preliminary agreenslefita with Cuba i n  carrgiw out the bilatceml 
agreement of the Atoms-for-Peace program, Dr, AlOn80 then stated the 
purpcwes of the Forum, m c h  as given in the last paragraph of tlw blaok 
covered p r o g m ,  It appears that such public diecumions bund, presents- 
tion8 are a part  of the cultural tradition of Cuba and Spain and 8eme 
the purpoaee of informing the public, intereating student$, ~olidtfpfag 
support and, in general, launching a program such 88 thha in an &e@@- 
ably impressive =mera 

Afterward, there was a tour of sxhibits, sade up in SPariIrsh, from tha 
United States, England, a& Cuba, with rwdels and sazlesraen from Bend-, 
Babcack and Wilcox, Horth Agterlean Aviation and General Electric. Pho- 
togruphers uere aU. over the placer. We met mst of the Cuban govern- 
ment& officiaals and W3'. Donahue and W. Cushirig of tb W m s y ,  whom 
we had aret two yeam ago, 
went to copzariderable trouble to see that we were introdwed, etc, 
alao helped with pratacaluhen Dr. Aloneo gave, w the jub of cloShg 
the Forum at  Dr. G u t l e r s s ~  formal dinner 8% the flabma Yacht club 

They arid Mr. Boamswa were w s t  hslpfd. and 
Th3y 

ThurSdw night, 

Attended the areetings Monday and that evening mnt to Ihr. Alons0~6 
garden reception, 

On Tuesday, the ffrat half' of the paper containbg the new material on 
the medical wes of a maator ww presented with arimdltamow trauah- 
tion into Spanish. Wearing t h e  microphones and a badFhtSle set  wa8 
a b i t  restrictive, but It  wa8 not too bad after getting tbs trfak @f 
listening for an extra voioe to pme along. It would have been better, 
however, if the sWcoster had had a cow of tbrr nrsawcdpt and it 
wilf. bQ w e l l  in the future t o  be so prepared. Afternard, there was a 
Lima C l u b  luncheon, more papers, a eumptuousl buffet dinner a t  the 
Hotel Haclonal and then a round-table which lasted until  12110 A0M. 



On Yednasday t h e  aeseiona mre doubled up in order to allor* wVeWWM 
t o  visit “El Cotorro,w tha showplace of Bauardi y Cice ,  for a Cuban 
country luncheon. Since the mbfcal. g o u p  3.38 the small6r, i t  wzus 
relocated into another building, but no provision had been made for 
pro3ecting s l i d e s ,  aricrophome, ete. By the t im tbse were rigged, 
it uas 1; h o w 6  after starting t h e ,  so i~ was3 neersaeary t o  cut the 

slowly in Englirah, crhoorring col1;lteralvord.s end prcsrsenthg J W t  the 
bare fectas and the research paesibillit,iee. To judge by the rosponae 
of the studenta, i t  was acceptable for we had another b u r  of infcmdl 
sssstor. autside-thia ua8 real fun. 

paper drastically. AQCOrdi@Y,  without btswfit Of e i m U l C a b i t ,  I Woks 

Rather t h a n  depcrid on 8r newspacer’s translatfan of t&e paper, J pre- 
pared a sunmtary which I took tu the Erabarsoy. Ha-. Boowtro translated 
it into Spanish and had i% t,ypeed so that  it could be riven t o  the 
newspapers through the press attache of the Cuban C a d s o i o n .  It 
probably appcired in the Friday papers; ft will be interesting t o  see 
the cl%~plng!s which Dr. Alonso promised t o  Bend. 



bridge or center much as our thoughtr have been on Puerto Uco. 
bly th i s  matter ought t o  be looked into .  

POSE%- 

Dr. Ovidio de L O P B ~ ,  a practicing cancer therapist and rad i~ log ie f ,  it3 
one of the Directors of the Cuban AFC. 
fact  there  were older and more inrluential mdical men available. He 
seems to be a well-trained man with lots of energy and ambition who 
go far, 
Cuban plectric Company's power reactor projects and it would not be 
surprising coon to  f ind  him there, 

He  was appointed deapite the 

Ha is presently aiming a t  becoRlfng the medical director of ths 

Dr. Donald G. L e w i s ,  President of the Power Cornparry, seemed to us t o  be 
a good example of a North American bu6iness man who has transplanted 
himself very auccessfully. Be is the influential man in gett ing the 
reactors in  and running. 
but he has an appreciation of the value of acadelaic contactti. He is 
thoroughly a t  home i n  the complex of Cuban pol i t ies ,  

- 
A i s  outlook seems t o  be s tr ic t ly  busfmB8 

Dr. Antonino Perez Ara is a patholoaf-st with a Wide rarde of interert8 
and remarkable knowledge of nuclear physics. Ha, has, however, pet idea8 
and theoriers which make him hard t o  control r a t  a round-table. He wa81, 
surprisingly, the second man to cathter i se  the hllrt. (See his reprlntsl 
on this and on nuclearenergy.) 

Eng. L u i B  Lamagofti, Lt. Commander, Cuban Wavy, assigned to power re- 
actors, fs a very pleasant, well-trainad wan of about forty; he is prob- 
ably the man who Well do the engineering. He noticed that he $pent 6QBm 
tiate talking t o  a young man visiting Zrm the Oak Ridge Reactor School. 
This man was Carl- Wheeler, who (I believe) is the son of Ms. Lew%~' 
predeeessorj Wheeler waR complcately b i l b g u a l  and, it aeernad, ratbr 
bri l l iant .  Thy  mlght mke a good pair. 

Dr. Berthold Stsch, frCRls Heidelberg, but presently on leave t o  Califor- 
nia Tech, iglpressed evergone with his abi l i ty  t o  make 8eme out of cur- 
rent theories of the forcar i n  the nucleus and perIBOMuy was Om of 
the nioset paaple we ham last. 

A Dr. Qonsales (middle nam probably Mmio O . ) ,  who is  a mathetnratM,m 
and connected i n  8m1m way with the Cuban AEC, uta most i!!pmssive for 
N8 quiet cnsnnand of his f i e l d .  He might be considered a8 a top can- 
dictate for furthar training i n  the highsr mathematics of nuclear oper- 
ation. 

Our people--Dr. Aeberpiold, Jim Hurray, Jams Lane! aad B. F. Olson- 
were all w e l l  reoeivsd. Dr. Aebersold has delighted the Latin Americans 



by h i s  abi l i ty  t o  outdo t h e m  a t  their own pleaant  custolas. He is om 
of the best k n m  and reapected of our people who have v i s i t e d  Central 
and South America. Dr. Marcel0 Alonso, of c o m e ,  i s  the c o b n g  man 
in t h i s  f i e l d  in Central America. He has worked very hard and now ha6 
attained the necessary position. 
by his attached reprint, he is well up in his field and professionally 
competent. 
had no close conneutiam uifh nuclear energy. 
and everything pogaible was done t o  make t h e  occasion h l p r e S 6 i V e  and 
plearsant . 

He i s  an excellent tqxtakero To Judge 

Additional people introduced at  the various social EunctfozU 
T h y  W@Z% must h o s p i h b h  

It is qui te  clear that the Atoxas-for-Peace program is auccessful and 
regarded 88 a splendid gesture by most everyone; one man, however, C m -  
plrined about the way the financial arrangement8 tied a cowtZ'y to 
United States policy* A remark reported by one of the Cubans leads to 
the idea that other g m m n t a  feel mfffed at baring been ''6c00peKiH by 
the program; that the idea was obvious and in fa& general praperty, 
but we were the only cum$ with enough spare money t o  put it i n to  effect. 

Recomndationa 1 

blo special points need be wade relative t o  the Forum or the progress of 
the Atom-far-Peace program. Cuba is most progressive and, in its own 
way, hard working. One hopes that the cost of eleotrlc power will be 
reduced a8 w e l l  aa mrde aom generally available in the lrelativelp un- 
developed rural -86. 

ft would be advantageous for us t o  be better acq&nfted with the SpUl- 
irh language. The usual high school or collegs Spanish is not enough. 
This boils down to a matter of courtesy a8 wel l  ab good b u s b s s .  AI- 
though they love to practice Ihglish, they naturslv gat a @enst3 of 
inferiority when farced to UBQ a foreign language Zn their own domaSn. 
Even a s d  grasp of their language change8 their attitude Ward the 
viaitor* 

/* 
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